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cbb fXRSC phrc: of cbb noase Of chpcxvxcy 

Chapter X.Catch at €ttterbay,4> 


such trust in the saints that 
he durst build him a cell in that 
wood. 

8 OR all men deemed it 
more than perilous ;& 
some said that there 
walked the worst of the dead; 
othersome that the ©oddes- 
ses of the ©entiles haunted 
there; others again that it was 
the faery rather, but they full 
of malice and guile. But most 
commonly it was deemed that 
the devils swarmed amidst of 
its thickets,and that wbereso/ 
everaman sought to,who was 
once environed by it, ever it was 
the ©ate of Bell whereto he 
came. Hnd the said wood was 
called Bvilshaw. 
^*^bvbrcbbj.bss the 


ns CBJ.J.S cbb cnj.e,was 
a walled cbeaping/town bight 
Cltterhay,which was builded in 
a bight of the land a little olf 
the great highway which went 
from over themountains to the 
sea. 

■ BB SHXD was 

bard on the borders of 
a wood,which men held 
to be mighty great, or maybe 
measureless; though few in - 
deed had entered it, & they that 
had, brought back tales wild & 
confused thereof. 

E BBRBXJ^ cans neither 
highway nor byway, nor 
wood/reeve nor way/ward/ 
en; never came chapman thence 
into Otter hay; no man of Ot- 
terhay was so poor or so bold 
that he durst raise the hunt 
therein; no outlaw durst flee 
thereto; no man of ©od bad 


ffijflJ ckcaping/town throve 
asIjreSitr not ill; forwhatso evil 
things haunted Bvilshaw, ne/ 
ver came they into Otterhay 
in such guise that men knew 
them, neither wotted they of 
any hurt that they bad of the 
Devils of Bvilsbaw. 

XJ^T the said 
cheaping/town, 

\ rfiv y Y on a was 

A N3LJ1 / market and high 


jjj noon, and in the 


market/placewas 
much people thronging; and 
amidst of themwent awoman, 
tall, and strong of aspect, of 
some thirty winters by seem/ 






































part X. Of mg, black/haired, hook/nosed 

the Rouse of and bawk/eyed, not so fair to 
Captivity look on as masterf u l & proud. 

She led a great grey ass be¬ 
twixt two panniers, wherein 
she laded her marketings jS? 
But now she had done her cbaf/ 
fer, and was looking about her 
as if to note the folk for her 
disport; but when she came 
across a child, whether it were 
borne in arms or led by its kins/ 
women,or weregoingalone,as 
were some, she seemed more 
heedful of it, and eyed it more 
closely than aught else, 

O she strolled about till 
she was conic to the out/ 
skirts of the throng,and 
there she happened on a babe 
of some two winters,which was 
crawlingabout on its hands & 
knees, with scarce a rag upon 
its little body. She watched it, 
& looked whereto itwas going, 
and saw a woman sitting on a 
stone,with none anigh her, her 
face bowed over her knees as if 
she were weary or sorry. Unto 
her crept the little one, mur- 
muringand merry, and put its 
arms about the woman's legs, 
& buried its face in the fields of 
her gown: shelookedupthere/ 
with, and showed a face which 
had once been full fair, but was 
now grown bony and haggard, 
though she were scarce past 
five & twenty years. She took 
the child and strained it to her 
2 



bosom, and kissed it,face and 
ban ds,andmade it great cheer, 
but ever woefully JP Che tall 
stranger stood looking down 
on her, and noted bow evilly 
she was clad,& bow she seem/ 
ed to have nought to do with 
that tbron gof thrivin g cheap/ 
eners, and she smiled some¬ 
what sourly. 

last she spake, & her 
voice was not so harsh 
XM as might have been look/ 
ed for from her face: Dame, 
she said, thou seemest to be 
less busy than most folk here; 
migbtXcrave of thee to tell an 
alien who has but some hour 
to dwell in this good town 
where she may findberacham/ 
ber wherein to rest and eat a 
morsel, and be untroubled of 
ribalds & ill company ?j^Said 
the poor/wife: Short shall be 
my tale;Tam over poortoknow 
of bostelries & ale/bouses that 
X may tell thee aught thereof. 
j^Said the other :)VIay be some 
neighbour of thin e would take 
me in for thy sake? Said 
the motber:®lbat neighbours 
have X since my man died; and 
X dying of hunger, and in this 
town of thrift & abundance? 

■ f)€ leader of the ass was 
silent a while, then she 
said: poor woman l X be/ 
gin to have pity on thee; and X 
tell thee that luck bath come 
totbeeto/day. 






fOGI the poor/wife bad 
i stood up with the babe 
in her arms &was turn/ 
Ing to go her ways; but the a- 
lien put forth a hand to her, & 
said: Stand a white & hearken 
good tidings jfi? Hnd she put 
her hand to her glrdle/poucb, 
& drew tbereouta good golden 
piece, a noble, & said; Xdben X 
am sitting down In thine bouse 
thou wilt have earned this, and 
when I take my soles out there/ 
of there will be three more of 
like countenance. If X be con¬ 
tent with thee meanwhile* 

i RG woman looked on 
the gold, & tears came 
Into her eyes; but she 
laughed & said; Rouse/room 
may X give thee for an hour tru/ 
ly,and therewithal water of the 
well, and a mouse's meal of 
bread.Xf thou deem that worth 
three nobles, bow may X say 
thee nay, when they may save 
the life of my little one* But 
what else wouldst thou of me? 
jfi? kittle enough, said the all/ 
en; so lead me straight to thine 
house* 

[O OIBKCtbey forth of 
the market/place, and 
the woman led them, 
the alien & the ass, out of the 
street through the west gate 
of atterhay, that, to wit,which 
looked on Gvllsbaw, and so 
Into a scattering street with - 
out the wall, the end of which 
b2 



neared a comer of the wood a- 
foresald;tbe bouses there were 
nought so evil of fashion, but 
whereas they were so nigh un/ 
to the Devil's park, rich men 
might no longer away with 
them, and they were become 
wares for poor folk. 

■ Oift CRG townswoman 
laid her band on the latch 
of the door that was hers, 
and threw the door open; then 
she put forth her palm to the 
other, and said :<tlllt thou give 
me the first gold now, since 
rest Is made sure for thee, as 
long as thou wilt ?^"Che ass/ 
leaderput It Into her hand,and 
she took It and laldlton berba/ 
by's cheek,&then kissed both 
gold and child together; then 
she turned to the alien & said: 
Hs for thy way/beast, X have 
nought for him,neither hay nor 
com: thou wert best to leave 
him In the street^Cbe Strang# 
er nodded a yea#say, and the 
tbreewent In together,themo/ 
ther, the child, and the alien* 
JSSsSSO'C right small was the 
fljjSHift ebam ber; but there was 
little therein; one stool 
to wit, a yew/chalr, a little ta¬ 
ble, and a coffer: there was no 
fire on the hearth, nought save 
white asbesof small woodjbut 
It was^une, so that was of no 
account. 


part X. Of 
the Rouse of 
Captivity 


3 




part X. Of 
the Rouse of 
Captivity 


ijOT 



F>6 guest sat down in the 
yew/ebair, and the poor- 
wife laid her child down 
gently on the floor & came and 
stood before the stranger, as 
if abiding her bidding* 

j pH KG the alien :JNougbt 
so uncomely or strait is 
thy chamber ;&thy child, 
whichXsee is a woman,&there/ 
fbre belike shall tongabide with 
thee, is lovely of shape, & fair 
of flesh. JNow also thou shalt 
have better days, as X deem, & 
X pray them on thine head. 

£RG SpHKG in a hind 
wheedling voice, & the 
■ poor /wife* s face grew 
softer, & presently tears fell 
down on to the table from her, 
but she spake no word. Che 
guest now drew forth,not three 
nobles, but four, and laid them 
on the table, and said: Co, my 
friend, the three nobles which 
X behight theel now are they 
thine; but this other thou 
shalt take and spend for me. 
©o up into the town, and buy 
forme white bread of the best; 
and right good flesh, or pou- 
laine if it may be,allready cook/ 
ed and dight; and, withal, the 
best wine that thou mayst get, 
and sweetmeats for thy baby; 
& when thou comest back, we 
will sit together and dine here. 
Hnd thereafter, when we be 
full of meat & drink, we shall 
devisesomethingmore for tby 
4 



good speed. 

woman knelt before 
her weeping, but might 
'speak no word because 
of the fullness of her heart. She 
kissed the guest’s hands, and 
took the money, & then arose 
and caught up her child, and 
kissed her bare flesh eagerly 
many times, and then hasten/ 
edout of the bouse and up the 
street and through the gate; 
and the guest sat hearkening 
to the sound of her footsteps 
till it died out, and there was 
nought to be beard save the 
far/off murmur of the market, 
& the chirrup of the little one 
on the floor. 

irjGJvr arose the guest & 
took up the child from 
the floor, who kicked and 
screamed,& craved bermotber 
as her broken speech might; 
but the alien spake softly to 
her, and said: Rush, dear one, 
and be good, and we will go & 
And her; & she gave her there/ 
with a sugar/plum from out 
of her scrip, Chen she came 
out of doors, & spake sweetly 
to the little one: See now this 
pretty way/beast, UXc will ride 
merrily on him to find tby 
mother. 



B RG]^ she laid the child 
in the pannier with a 
soft cushion under, & 
a silk cloth over her, so that 
she lay there happily, Chen 





.she took her ass's rein and 
went her ways over the waste 
toward evils haw; for, as ye 
may deem, where the houses 
& the street ended, the beaten 
way ended also* 

^aierXY & speedily 
she went, and met but 
three men on the way; 
and when these saw her, and 
that she was making for Svih 
sbaw, they turned their heads 
away,each one, &b(essed them# 
1 selves, and went past swiftly* 
Notone sought to stay her, or 
held any converse with her, & 
no foot she heard following 
after her. So in scarce more 
than the saying of a low mass 
she was in amongst the trees, 
with her ass and her wares and 
her prey. 

stay she made there, 
bu t held forward at her 
best before the night 
should fall upon her, Hnd 
whatsoever might be told con/ 
cerning the creatures that otfv 
er folk had met in Svilshaw, 
,of her it must needs be said 
'thattherein she happened on 
nought worser than herself. 
Chapter XX. Now shall be told 
of tbeffouse by thedater/side 
|OUR days they 
wendedthewood, 
& nought befell 
to tell of. Che 
witch/wife (for 
even such was 





she) fed the stolen child well 
and duly, and whiles caressed 
her & spake sweetly unto her; 
whtlesalso shewouldtake her 
out of the pannier, and set her 
on the ass's back and hold her 
thereon heedfully; or, other- 
whiles, when they came upon 
grassy andflowery places, she 
would set her down on the 
ground & let her roam about, 
and pluck the flowers and the 
strawberries Hnd whoso 
might be sorry, the child was 
glad, so many things new and 
fair as she came upon. 

last,when the fifth day 
was waning, & they had 
been a long while wend- 
ingawoodset thick with trees, 
it began to grow grey betwixt 
the distant boles, & then from 
grey to white, and it was as if 
a new world of light lay before 
them. C hitherward went they, 
and in a little, and before the 
sun was set, came they to the 
shore of a great water, and 
thence was no more land to be 
seen before them than if it 
had been the main sea itself, 
though this was a Sweetwater. 
Hlbeit, less than a half mile 
from the shore lay two eyots, 
as it might have been on the 
salt sea; but one of these sat 
low down on the water, & was 
green and well bushed, but the 
other, which lay east of it, and 
was nigher to the shore, was 

5 


part X* Of 

theffouseof 

Captivity 









part X. Of 
the Bouseof 
Captivity 



high, rocky, and barren, 

JOCK the ending of the 
, wood left a fair green 
plain betwixt It and the 
water, whiles more than a fur/ 
longacross, whiles much leas; 
& whiles the trees came down 
close to the watenslde. But the 
place whereas they came from 
out the wood was of the wid¬ 
est, and there It was a broad 
bight of greensward of the 
fashion of the moon seven 
nights old, & a close hedge of 
thicket there was at the bach 
of It; and the lake lay south, 
& the wood north. Some deal 
of this greensward was brok¬ 
en by closes of acre/land, and 
the tall green wheat stood 
blossoming therein; but the 
most was sweet meadow, and 
there as now was a gallant 
flock of goats feeding down 
It; five klne withal, & a tether¬ 
ed bull, Cbrougb the widest 
of this meadow ran a clear 
stream winding down to the 
lake, & on a little knoll beside 
a lap of the said stream, two 
bow/sbots from the water,was 
a knoll,whereon stood,amidst 
of a potherb garden, a little 
bouse strongly framed of 
timber. Before It the steep 
bank of the lake broke down 
Into a slowly/shelving beach, 
whose honey / coloured sand 
thrust up a tongue In amongst 
the grass of the mead. 



CJ'fC the wltcb/wlfe 
straight to the door 
of the said house as 
If she were at home, as was 
sooth Indeed. She threw the 
door open, & unladed the ass 
of all bis wares, & first of the 
youngling, whom she shook 
awake, & bore Into the bouse, 
and laid safely on the floor of 
the chamber; nor did she wait 
on her walling, but set about 
what was to be done to kindle 
[ fire,and milk a sbe/goat,& get 
m eat upon the boardXhat did 
she, and fed both herself and 
the child plenteously: neither 
did she stln t her of m eat ever, 
from that time forward, how¬ 
ever else she dealt with her. 
Chapter XU. Of shin/cbang- 
*" 04 *, 4 * 

JN6 thing must 
here be told: 
ftXbenastbesald 
damestoodfortb 
clad amidst of 
i the chamber the 



If 

si 


next morning, the child ran up 
to her to greet her or what not, 
but straightway when she saw 
her close, drewaback, & stood 
gasping with affright; for ve/ 
rlly she deemed this was no¬ 
wise she who had brought her 
last night Into the fair cham¬ 
ber, and given bread and milk 
to her and put her to bed, but 
someone else.for this one bad 
not dark hair, & hooked nose, 











and eyen hawk/bright; stark 
& tall was she indeed, as that 
other one, and by seeming of 
the same/like age; but there 
came to an end all her likeness 
to last night’s housewifeXhis 
one had golden /red hair flow¬ 
ing down from her head; eyes 
of hazel colour, long and not 
well/opened, butnarrow & sly, 
Righ of cheek/bones sbewas, 
Ion g/chinn edand thin/lipped; 
herskin was line and white, but 
withoutruddiness; flat/breast/ 
edshe was, & narrow/hipped. 
pOCd SR€ laughed at the 
babe’s terror, & said,but 
1 in her old voice at least; 
"Chou foolish little beast 1 1 
know what scares thee, to wit, 
that thou deemest me chang¬ 
ed: now! tell thee that lam the 
one who brought thee here last, 
night, and fed thee; neither is 
my changinga matter of thine, 
since at least! am the on e who 
shall keep thee from hunger 
& weather henceforward; that 
is enough for thee to know as j 
now, ]Sfow thou hast to eat and I 
sleep and play & cry out, that 
thou may est the soonerwax,& 
grow in to the doing of my will* 

H ReRBOllCR sheledher 
out into the sunshine, & 
tethered her to an ash 
sapling which grew anigh the 
door, that the child might be 
safe the while she went about 
her work in acre and mead. 



J£TC HS f OR that mat/ 
ter of changing of as/ 

_i pect,themaiden came to 

know thereafter that the witch 
durst not go into the wood in 
the same skin as that which she 
wore at home, wherefore she 
had changed it for the journey 
to Cltterhay, and chan ged back 
again in tbenigbt/tide before 
she arose. 

Chapter IV. Of the waxing of 
the stolen Child^^ 

R1S kivx^e 
one,who is hence/ 
forth called Bird/ 
alone, though the 
witch called her 
but seldom so, 
nor indeed by any name, dwelt 
there betwixt the water & the 
wood,& saw none save the said 
witch/wife, who, as aforesaid, 
fed her well, but scarce med¬ 
dled with her else for a long 
while; so she wandered well- 
nigh as she had will,& much in 
the wood; for she had no fear 
thereof, nor indeed of aught 
else, save of the dame jg? She 
learned of theways&the wont 
of all the creatures round a- 
bout her, and the very grass & 
flowers were friends to her, & 
she made tates of them in her 
mind; & the wild things feared 
her in nowise,& the fowlwould 
come to her hand, & play with 
her and love her.H lovely child 
she was,rosy and strong, and 
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as merry as the birds on the 
bough; & had she trouble, for 
whiles she came across some 
ugly mood of the witeb/wife, 
she bore it alia s lightly as they* 
ORB the years 
thus, tillnow she 
was grown tall & 
thin, & had seen 
twelvewinters,& 
was far stronger 
and handier than at first sight 
she looked to be* Chat found 
her mistress, and would not 
forego the using of her deft¬ 
ness. for indeed the maiden 
knew all matters of wood and 
field full well, and somewhat 
of the water also (though no 
boat had she ever seen there), 
for she learned herself swim¬ 
ming, as the ducks do belike. 

UC ]HOCQ her mistress 
ilsm would learn her swink- 
sUssa ing, & hard was the les/ 
son, for with twiggen rods & 
switches was she learned,and 
was somewhat stubborn with 
this woman, whom she deemed 
loved her not; and, however it 
were,there began to grow in her 
an inkling that all was not well 
with the dame, and howsoever 
shemight fear her,she trusted 
her not, nor worshipped her; 
otherwise she had learned her 
lesson speedily; for she was 
not slack nor a sluggard, and 
hated not the toil,even when it 
pained and wearied her, but a- 
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gainst the anger & malice she 
hardened her heart. 

[C XS CO BB said, that 
though there she dwelt 
[alone with tbewitcb/wif e, 
she hadsomehowgottoknow 
that they two were not alone in 
the world, & she knew of male 
and female, andyoungand old. 
Chereof doubtless the witch 
herself had learned her,would 
she,wouldshenot; for though 
she were mostly few/Spoken, 
yet whiles the tongue of her 
would loosen, and she would 
tell Birdalone tales of men & 
women, & kings and warriors 
and thralls, and the folk of the 
world beyond them, if it were 
but to scare the child Yea# 

and when she rated Birdalone, 
or girded at her, words would 
come forth which the maiden 
stored up, and by laying two 
and two together gat wisdom 
howso it were. Moreover, she 
was of the race of Hdam,& her 
heart conceived of diverse mat/ 
ters from her mother's milk & 
her father's blood, & her heart 
and her mind grew up along 
with her body. Rerein also was 
she wise, to wit, bow to give 
wrath the go/by,so that she oft 
found the wood a better home 
than the bouse; for now she 
knew that the witeb/wife would 
enter it never; wherefore she 
loved it much, and haunted it 
daily if she might. 








I JVTTjDSTI alt this she liv- 
ednotunmerrily; for the 
earth was berfriend,and 
solaced her when she had suf/ 
fered aught: withal she was 
soon grown hardy as well as 
strong; & evil she could thole, 
nor let it burden her with mis/ 
ery. 

Chapter V* Of Birdalone, and 
how she is grown in to Maiden / 
hood , 4 * ,4* 

eHRtheyearsfi 
(theyears amidst 
If |(jy h7A 1 1 such days as 
jL pW | these,andnowis 
^>|Vtoh ^ Birdalone grown 
a dear maiden of 


seventeen summers;&yet was 
her life not unhappy; though 
the mirth of her childhood was 
somewhat chastened in her, & 
she walked the earth soberly 
& measurely, as though deep 
thoughts were ever in her head: 
though, forsooth, it is not all 
so sure that her serious face 
& solemn eyes were but a part 
of the beau ty which was grow/ 
ing with the coming forth of 
childhood into youth <S maid/ 
enhood J? But this at least 
is sure, that about this time 
those forebodings which had 
shown her that she had no call 
to love & honour her mistress 
took clearer shape,&became a 
burden on her,which she might 
never wholly sbakeofF.for this 
she saw, that she was not her 




own,but a chatteland atool of part X* Of 

one who not only used her as the house of 

a thrall in the passing day,but Captivity 

bad it in her mind to make of 

beratbingaccursedliketober/ 

self, and to bait the trap with 

her for the taking of the sons 

of Hdam. forsooth she saw, 

though dimly, that her mis - 

tress was indeed wicked, and 

that in the bonds of that wick/ 

edness was she bound. 

ChX]^6,moreover, 
bad she noted now this 
long while, that once 
and again, it might be once ev/ 
ery two moons, the witch/wife 
wouldarise in the dead of night 
and go forth from the house, 
and be away fora day,or two or 
three,or whiles more,and come 
back again weary and fordone; 
but never said she any word to 
Birdalone hereof jfl?F Yet oft 
when she arose to go this er¬ 
rand, before she left the ebam/ 
ber would she come to Birda- 
lone’s truckle/bed,& stand over 
ber to note if she were asleep 
or not; and ever at such times 
did Birdalone feign slumber 
amidst of sickening dread J? 
forsooth in these latter days 
it whiles entered the maiden’s 
head that when the dame was 
gone she would rise & follow 
her and see whither she went, 
and what she did; but terror 
constrained her that she went 
not. 












part l. Of 
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OOl from amidst 
all these imagin/ 
ings arose a hope 
in her that she 
might one day 
escape from her 
tbratldom: & whiles, when she 
was lonely & safe in the wood, 
to this hope she yielded her¬ 
self; buttbereof came suchtu/ 
mult of her soul for joy of the 
hope, that she might not mas/ 
ter berpassionjthe earth would 
seem to rise beneath her,& the 
woods to whirl about before 
her eyes,so that she migbtnot 
keep her feet, but would sink 
adown to earth, and lie there 
weepingXhen mostoft would 
come the cold fit after the hot, 
and the terror would take her 
that som e day the witch would 
surprise the joy of tbatbope in 
her eyes,& would know what it 
mean t,or that some light word 
might bewray her; and there¬ 
with came imaginingsof what 
would then befall her,nor were 
that bard to picture,& it wou Id 
come before her over and over 
again till she became weary & 
worn out therewith* 

H tlC though they abode 
ever with her, these trou/ 
bltng thoughts pricked 
not so oft at the keenest, but 
were as the dull ache of little 
import that comes after pain 
overcome: for in sooth busy 
& toilsome days did she wear, 
10 



which irked her in nowise, since 
it eased her of the torment of 
those hopes & fears aforesaid, 
and brought her sound sleep 
and sweet awaking.'Chekine& 
the goats must she milk, and 
plough and sow and reap the 
acre/land according to the sea/ 
sons, and lead the beasts to 
the woodland pastures when 
their own were flooded or burn/ 
ed; she must gather the fruits 
of the orchard, and the hazel 
nuts up the woodlands, & beat 
the walnut trees in Septem - 
ber. She mustmake the butter 
& the cheese, grind the wheat 
in the quern, make & bake the 
bread, and in all ways earn ber 
livelihood hard enough, JVIore/ 
over, the bowman's craft bad 
she learned, and at the dame's 
bidding must fare alone into 
the wood now & again to slay 
big deer and little, and win ve¬ 
nison ; but neither did that irk 
ber at all, for rest & peace were 
in the woods for ber, 

RCie Xt^ XS, that as 
she wended thicket or 
glade orwood/lawn ,she 
would at whiles grow timor¬ 
ous, and tread light and beed- 
fully, lest rustling leaves or 
crackling stick should arouse 
some strange creature in hu¬ 
man shape, devil, or god now 
damned, or woman of the fa¬ 
ery, But if such were there, ei¬ 
ther they were wise and would 
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not be seen,or hind and had no 
will to scare the simple maiden; 
or else maybe there were none 
such in those days. Hnybow, 
nought evil came to her out of 
Gvilsbaw. 

Chapter VI. Rerein is told of 
Birdalone’s raiment^^pt 

IflffK and long 
is Birdalone the 
sweet, with legs 
I that come forth 
bare & browned 
from under her 
scant grey coat and scantier 
smock beneath, which was all 
her raiment save when the time 
was bitter, and then,forsooth, 
it was a cloak of goat'Sk in that 
eked her attire: for the dame 
heeded little the clothing of 
her; nor did Birdalone give so 
much heed thereto that she 
cared to risk the anger of her 
mistress by asking her for 
aught. 

f CTC on a day of this sam e 
spring, when the witch- 
wife was of sweeter tern/ 
per than her won t was, and the 
day was very warm and kindly, 
though it was but one of the 
last of f ebruary days, Birda¬ 
lone, blushing and sham effa¬ 
ced, craved timidly some more 
womanly attire. But the dame 
turned gruffly on her and said: 
Cush, child 1 what needeth it? 
here be no men to behold thee. 
I shall see to it, that when due 





time comes thou shatt bewhi- 
tened& sleeked to the very ut¬ 
most. But look thou t thou art 
a handy wench; take the deer¬ 
skin that hangs up yonder and 
make thee brogues for thy feet, 
if so thou wilt. 

VG]^so did Birdalone, 
and shaped the skin to 
her feet; but as she was 
sewing them a fancy came in¬ 
to her head; for she had just 
come across some threads of 
silk of divers colours; so she 
took them and her shoon & her 
needle up into the wood,&there 
sat down happily under a great 
spreading oak which much she 
haunted, and fell to broiderin g 
the kindly deer/skin. Hnd she 
got to be long about *t,& came 
back to it the next day and the 
next, and many days, whenso 
her servitude would suffer it, 
and yet the shoon were scarce 
done. 

■ Oon a morning the dame 
looked on her feet as she 
moved about the cham¬ 
ber, and cried out at her :3Clhatf 
art thou barefoot as an ben 
yet ?Rast thou spoilt the good 
deer/skin andart yet but shoe/ 
less ? ffa?* our lady, said 
Birdalone, but the shoon are 
not altogether done Show 
them to me, said the dame. 
irdhIvONB me^x: 
to her little coffer to 
fetch them, & brought 
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part X. Of them somewhat timorously, 
the F>ouseof for she knew not bow her mis/ 
Captivity tress would take her working 
on them so long, if perchance 
she would blame her, or it might 
be chastise ber,fbr even in those 
days the witcb/wife's band was 
whiles raised against her. But 
now when the dame took the 
shoes and looked on tbem,& 
saw bow there were oak/leaves 
done into them, and flowers, 
and coneys, and squirrels, she 
but smiled somewhat grimly 
on Birdalone, and said: CHell, 
belike thou art a fool to waste 
thy time & mine in such toys; 
& to give thee thy due would be 
to give thee stripes. But thou 
doest herein after the nature 
of earthly women, to adorn thy 
body, whatsoever else is to¬ 
ward. Hnd well is that, since X 
would have thee a woman so 
soon as may be; and twill help 
thy mind for finery, since thou 
art so deft with thy needle. 

H fiSRemxCfi she went 
to the big coffer & drew 
forth thence a piece of 
fine green cloth,andanother of 
fine linen,&said to Birdalone; 
Chis mayest thou take, and 
make thee a gown thereof and 
a new smock, and make them 
if thou wilt as gay as thy new 
sboon are gotten to be; & here 
is wherewithal Hnd there¬ 

with she gave her two hand¬ 
fuls of silken threads & gold, 
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& said: f'fow X suppose that X 
must do the more part of thy 
work, while thou art making 
thee these gaudy garments. 
But maybe someone may be 
coming this way ere long, who 
will deem the bird the finer for 
her fine feathers. Now depart 
from mejforX would botbwork 
for thee and me, and ponder 
weighty matters. 

F>0 was glad now but 
Birdalone; she grew 
red with new plea- 
sure,& knelt down and kissed 
the witch's hand,& then went 
her ways to the wood with her 
precious lading, and wrought 
there under her oak/tree day 
after day, and all days, either 
there, or in the house when the 
weather was foul j^Chat was 
in the middle of March, when 
all birds were singing, and the 
young leaves showing on the 
hawthorns, so that there were 
pale green clouds, as it were, 
betwixt the great grey boles of 
oak and sweet/chestnut; and 
by the lake the meadow/saf¬ 
fron new/tbrust/up was open/ 
ingits blossom ;&Marcb wore 
and Hpril, and still she was at 
work happily when now it was 
later May, and the bare /bells 
were in full bloom down the 
bent before her. 

IX this while the witch 
had meddled little with 
Birdalone, and had bid- 






den her to no work afield or in 
the stead which was anywise 
grievous,but had done all her/ 
self; yet was she few/spoken 
with her, and wou Id of t behold 
her gloomily. Hnd one evening 
when Birdalone came in from 
the wood, the witch came close 
up to her and stared her in the 
face, and said suddenly: Xs it 
in thine heart to flee away from 
me and leave me? 

pH® SfiHRp pang of fear 
1 lkI ^ shot through Birda- 
lone's heart at that 
word, and she turned very red, 
and then pale to the lips, but 
stammered out: ]So, lady, it is 
not in mine heartjS^'Cbe dame 
look ed grim ly on her an d said: 
If thou try it& fail,thou shalt 
rue it once only, to wit, life¬ 
long; and thou canst but fail. 
J$F She was silent a while, and 
then spake in a milder voice: 
Be content here a while with 
me, and thereafter thou shalt 
be more content, and that be¬ 
fore long* 

said no more at that 
time; but her word clave 
toBirdalone's heart, and 
for some time thereafter she 
was sorely oppressed with a 
burden of fear, and knew not 
how to hold herself before the 
witch/wife. But the days wore, 
and nought betid, & the maid/ 
en’s heart grew lighter, & still 
she wrought on at her gown & 


her smock, & it was welt/nigh 
donej^She had broidered the 
said gown with roses and li¬ 
lies, and a tall tree springing 
up from amidmost the hem of 
the skirt, and a hart on either 
sidethereof,face to face of each 
other. Hnd the smock she had 
sewn daintily at the hems and 
the bosom with fair knots & 
buds Xt was now past the 
m iddle of iune,hot and bright 
weather. 

Chapter VXX* Birdalone bath 
an Hdventure in the Ulood^ 
IJ^ a day she went 
to the wood, and 
sat down under 

y -» her oak/tree, & it 

^fj J\ was far & far out 
of sight of any¬ 
one standing in the meadow by 
the lakejandin the wood Bird/ 
alone looked to see nought at 
all save the rabbits and squir¬ 
rels, who were,forsooth, fami¬ 
liar enough with her, and fear¬ 
less, so that they would come 
to her handand sport with her 
when she bailed them. CUbere/ 
fore,as the day was exceeding 
hot, she put ofF from her her 
simpleraiment,tbatshemigbt 
feel all the pleasure of the cool 
shadow^ what air was stirring, 
and the kindness of the green/ 
sward upon her very body. So 
she sat sewing,covered but by 
a lap of the green gown which 
her needle was painting. 
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^SSCTC as she sat there in¬ 


tent on berwork,andber 
bead bent over it, and it 



was now at the point of high 
noon, she beardas if some crea/ 
ture were goinganigb to her; 
she heeded itnot,deeming that 
it would be but some wander¬ 
ing bind. But even therewith 
she beard one say her name in a 
soft voice, & she leapt up trenv 
bling, deeming at first that it 
would be the witch come to 
fetch her: but yet more scared 
she was, when she saw stand/ 
mg before her the shape of a 
young woman asnakedasber/ 
self, save that she had an oak/ 
wreath round about her loins, 

B RS new/comer, who was 
now close to her, smiled 
on her,and said in a kind 
and sweet voice: fear nought, 
Birdalone,forXdeem thou wilt 
find me a friend,& it is not un/ 
like that thou wilt need one ere 
long, Hnd furthermore, X will 
say it, said she smiling, that 
since X am not afraid of thee, 
thou needest not be afraid of 
mej^Said Birdalone, she also 
smiling: Crue it is that thou 
art nought fearsome to look 
on jffl?Cbe new/comer laughed 
outright, and said: Hre we not 
wellmettbenm tbewildwood? 
and we both as two children 
whom the earth loveth. So play 
we at a gamej^Ht what game? 
said Birdalone J$? Spake she 
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of the oak/wreatb :'Cbi &; thou 
shalt fell me what X am like in 
thine eyes first, because thou 
wert afraid of me; & then when 
thou art done, X will tell thee 
what thou seemest to me. 

B aOCR Birdalone: for 
me that will be bard;for 
X have nought to liken 
thee to,whereas save this sight 
of tbeeXbave seen nought save 
her that dwelletb in the Rouse 
by the Slater, & whom X serve. 
i^]^ay, said the otber,tben wilt 
X begin, & tell thee first wbat- 
like thou art, so that thou wilt 
know the better how to frame 
thy word concerning me. But 
tell me, hast thou ever seen thy/ 
self in amirror ?j®FSlbat thing 
is that ? said Birdalone JP Xt 
is a polished round of steel or 
some other white metal, said 
the wood/maiden,which giveth 
back in all truth the image of 
wbatso cometb before it. 

■ HXDBirdalone,&redden/ 
ed therewith: Sle have at 
home a broad latten dish, 
which it is my work, amongst 
other things, to brighten and 
keep bright jyetmay Xnotmake 
it so bright tbatXmay seemuch 
of mine image therein ;andyet, 
j0 Slbat wouldst thou ? said 
the wood/woman^Said Bird/ 
alone :Xshall tell thee present/ 
ly when thy part of the play is 
done. 






ter, and said: It is 
; now am I to be tby 
mirror. "Cbus It Is with thee: 
tbou standest before me a tall 
& slim maiden,somewhat tbtn, 
as befittetb tby seventeen sum/ 
mere; where tby flesh Is bare of 
wont, as tby throat and thine 
arms & tby legs from the mid/ 
die down, It Is tanned a beau¬ 
teous colour, but otherwhere It 
Is even as fair a white, whole - 
some & clean,&as If the gold/ 
en sunlight,which f ulfllleth the 
promise of the earth,were play / 
Ing therein, fairer and round¬ 
er shall be thine arms and thy 
shoulders when tbou hast seen 
five more summers,yet scarce 
more lovesome, so strongand 
fine as now they are. kow are 
tby breasts, as Is meet fbr so 
youngamalden,yet Is tbereno 
lack In tbemjnoreversballtbey 
be fairer than now they are. In 
goodly fashion sits thine bead 
upon tby shoutders,upheld by 
a longandmost well/wrought 
neck, that the sun hath tanned 
as aforesaid. "Che hair of thee 
Is simple brown, yet some¬ 
what more golden than dark; 
& ah f now tbou lettest It loose 
Itwavetb softly past tby fair 
smooth forehead & on to tby 
shoulders, and Is not stayed 
by tby glrdlestead, but bldeth 
nought of tby knees, and tby 
legs shapely thin,& tby strong 



andclean/wrougbt ankles and part I. Of 
feet, which are with theeas full the Rouse of 
of thine heart and tby souland Captivity 
as wise & deft as be thy wrists 
and thine hands,and their very 
fellows. jNowas to tby face: 
under that smooth forehead 
Is tby nose, which Is of mea¬ 
sure, neither small nor great, 
straight, and lovely carven at 
the nostrils: thine ey en are as 
grey as a hawk's, but kind and 
serious, andnotblngfiercenor 
sblf ting.]Sfay,now tbou lettest 
thine eyelids fall, it Is as fair 
with tby face as If they were 
open, so smooth and simple 
are they & with their long full 
(ashes. But well are thine eyen 
set In thine head, wide apart, 
well opened, and so as none 
shall say tbou mayst not look 
In the face of tbem.'Cby cheeks 
shall one day beasnare for the 
unwary, yet are they not fully 
rounded, as some would have 
them; butnotl, formost piti¬ 
ful klndare they forsooth* De/ 
llcate & clear/made Is the little 
trench that goetb from tby 
nose to tby lips, and sweet It 
Is, and there Is more might In 
It than In sweet words spoken, 

Cby lips, they are of the finest 
fashion, yet rather thin than 
full; and somewouldnot have 
It so; but X would, whereas I 
see therein a sign of thy vali¬ 
ancy and friendliness. Surely 
be who did thy carven cbm bad 
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part 1* Of amtnd to a master/work & did 

the House of no less, ©reat was the def t- 
Captivity ness of thine imaginer,and he 

would have all folk that see 
thee wonderat tby deep think/ 
mg and tby carefulness & tby 
hindness. flb maiden f is it so 
that tby thoughts are ever 
deep and solemn ? Yet at least 
X hnow it of thee that they he 
hale and true and sweet. 

■ Y friend, when thou 
bast a mirror, some of 
all this shalt thou see, 
bu tnot all; & when thou hasta 
lover some deal wilt tboubear, 
but not alt. But now thy sbe- 
friendmay tell it thee all, if she 
have eyes to see it, as have X; 
whereas no man could say so 
much of thee before the mere 
love should overtake him, and 
turn his speech into the folly 
of love and the madness of 
desire. So now X have played 
the play, and told thee of thee; 
teltmenowof me, and play tby 

OR a while stood Bird- 
alone silent, blushing 
& confused, but whiles 
casting shy glances at her own 
body, whatshemigbt seeofit. 
Ht last shespahe: fair friend, 
X would do tby will, but X am 
not deft of speech; forXspeak 
but little, save with the fowl 
and wild things, and they may 
notleammetbespeecbofman. 
Yet X will say that X wonder to 
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hear thee call me fair and beau/ 
teous; for my dame tells me 
that never, nor sayetb aught 
of my aspect save in her anger, 
and then it is: Ragf and bag/ 
of/bonesf and when wilt thou 
bea woman, thou lank elf thou? 
jS? "Che new/comer laughed 
well/favouredly bereat, & put 
forth a hand, and stroked her 
friend's cheek.Birdalone look/ 
ed piteous kind on her & said: 
But now X must needs believe 
thy words, thou who art so 
kind to me, and withal thyself 
so beauteous. Hnd X will tell 
thee that it fills my heart with 
Joy to know that X am fair like 
to thee, for this moreover X 
will tell thee, that X have seen 
nought in field or woodland 
that is as lovely to me as thou 
art; nay, not the fritillary nod- 
dingatourbrook'smoutb,nor 
the willow/bougbs waving on 
©reen Byot; nor the wild/cat 
sporting on the little wood- 
lawn, when she saw me not; 
nor the white doe rising up 
from the grass to look to her 
fawn; noraugbt that moves & 
grows. Yet there is another 
tbingwhicbXmusttelltbee,to 
wit, that what thou bast said 
about the fashion of any part 
of m e, that same, settingaside 
tby lovely words, which make 
the tears come into the eyes of 
me, would X say of thee. Look 
thou 1 Xtake thine hair & lay the 






tress amongst mine, and thou 
mayst not tell which is which; 
and amidst the soft waves 
of it thy forehead Is nestling 
smoothas thou saldstof mine: 
bawk/grey and wide apart are 
thine eyen, and deep thought 
and all tenderness Is In them, 
as of me thou sayest; fine Is 
thy nose and of due measure; 
and thy cheeks a little hollow, 
and somewhat thin thy lovely 
Ups; & thy round chin so good/ 
ly carven, as It might not be 
better done* Hnd of thy body 
else X will say as thou sayst 
of mine, though X deem these 
hands have done more work 
than thine. But see thouf thy 
leg and mine as they stand to/ 
getber; and thine arm, as If It 
were of my body. Slim & slen¬ 
der thou art, or It may be lank; 
and X deem our dame would 
call thee also bag/of/bones, 
j^ow Is this strange. Stho art 
thou ? Art thou my very own 
sister ? X would thou wert, 
JpHKStben toBIrdalone 
that Image of her, and 
said, smiling kindly on 
her: Hs to our likeness, thou 
hast It now; so alike are we, as 
If we were cast In one mould. 
But thy sister of blood X am 
not; nay, X will tell thee at once 
that X am not of the children 
of Hdam. Hs to what Xam, that 
Is a long story, and X may not 
tell It as now; but thou mayst 
ci 




call meRabundla,asXcalltbee 
Blrdalone. ]Now It Is true that 
to everyone! show not myself 
In this fair shape of thee; but 
be not aghast thereat, or deem 
me like unto thy mistress here/ 
In, for as now Xam,so ever shall 
Xbe unto thee. 

B aot: R Blrdalone,look/ 
Ing on her anxiously: 
Yea, & X shall see thee 
again, 8hallXnot?else should 
X grieve, and wish that X had 
never seen thee at all j0 Yea, 
fbrsooth, said Rabundla,for X 
myself were most fain to see 
thee oft. But now must thou 


presently get thee back home, 
for evil as now Is the mood of 
thy mistress, & she Is ruelng 
the gift of the green gown, & 
hath In her mind to seek occa¬ 
sion to chastise thee. 

fO<Hwas Blrdalone half 
weeping, as she did on 
her raiment while her 
friend looked on her kindly. 
She said presently: Rabundla, 
thou seest X am bard bestead; 
give me somegoodrede there- 




to. 

RHCwlllX,sald the wood/ 
wife. Cdhen thou goest 
home to the bouse, be 
glad of countenance, & joyous 
that thy gown Is nigh done; & 
therewith be exceeding wary, 
for X deem It most like that 
she will ask thee what thou 
hast seen In the wood, and 
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then if thou falter, or thy face 
change, then she will have an 
inkling of what hath befallen, 
to wit, that thou bast seen 
someone; and then will she be 
minded to question thy skin. 
But if thou keep countenance 
valiantly, then presently will 
her doubt run off her, and she 
will cease grudging, and will 
grow mild with thee & meddle 
not. Chis is the first rede, and 
is for to/day; and now for the 
second, which is for days yet 
unborn.'Chouhastin thy mind 
to flee away from her;& even so 
shalt thou do one day,though 
it may be by way of (Sleeping 
Cross; for she is sly and wise 
and grim, though sooth it is 
that she hateth thee not utter/ 
ly.JNow tboumustnote that no/ 
wise she hindereth thee from 
faringin this wood, and that is 
because she wotteth, as I do, 
that by this way there is no 
outgoing for thee, ((therefore 
look thou to it that it is by 
the way of the water that thou 
shalt fare to the land of men¬ 
folk. Belike this may seem 
marvellous to thee; but so it 
is; and belike I may tell thee 
more hereof when time serv- 
etb. JSfow com eth the last word 
of my rede.JMaybeif thou come 
often to the wood, we shall 
whiles happen on each other; 
but if thou have occasion for 
me, & wouldst see me at once, 


come hither, and make fire, & 
burn a hair of my head therein, 
and! will be with thee: here is 
for thee a tress of mine hair; 
now thou art clad, thou mayst 
take a knife from thy pouch & 
shear it from off me. 

so did Birdalone, 
and set the tress in her 
poucbj&tberewitb they 
kissed & embraced each other, 
and Birdalone went her ways 
home to the bouse, but Rabun/ 
dia went back into the wood 
as she had come. 

Chapter VIII. Of Birdalone 
and the (0itch/w*fie,i$,i$t 

fC went with Birdalone 
1 as Rabundia bad fore- 
! told, for she came home 
I to the bouse glad of 
semblance, flushed and 
ligbt/foot, so that she 
1 was lovely and graceful 
beyond her wont* Che dame 
looked on her doubtfully and 
grimly a while, and then she 
said: ((that ails thee, my ser¬ 
vant, that thou lookest so 
masterful?j^]Sougbt ails me, 
lady, said Birdalone, save that 
I am gay because of the sum¬ 
mer season, & chiefly because 
of thy kindness and thy gift, 
and tbatlbave well/nigb done 
my work thereon, & that soon 
now I shall feel these dainty 
things beating about my an¬ 
kles j^Hnd she held up and 
spread abroad the skirt with 












her two bands, & it was indeed 
goodly to look on* 

B B6 witcb/wife snorted 
scornfully & scowled on 
her, and said: 'Chinean¬ 
kles forsooth t Bag/o'/bones f 
thou wtspf forsooth, thou art 
in love with thy looks, though 
thou knowest not what like a 
fair woman is* forsooth, X be/ 
gin to think that thou wiltnev/ 
er grow into a woman at alt, 
but will abide a skinny elf thy 
life long* Belike X did myself 
wrong to suffer thee to waste 
these three or four months of 
thy tbralfs work, since for 
nought but tbralfs work shalt 
thou ever be meet. 

fXRDHLOJMB bung her 
bead adown, & blushed, 
but smiled a little, and 
swayed her body gently, as a 
willow/bougb is swayed when 
alight air arises in the morn¬ 
ing. But the witch stood so 
scowlingon herewith so sour 
a look, tbatBirdalone,glancing 
at her, found her heart sink so 
within her, that she scarce kept 
countenance; yet she lost it 
not. 



■ BBT* SHXD the witch 
sharply: Cttert thou in 
the wood to/day? 
Yea, lady, said the maiden. 
j^Cben said the dame fierce¬ 
ly: Hnd what sawest thou? 
Quoth Birdalone, looking up 
with an innocent face some- 
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wbat s cared: Lady,X saw a bear, parti* Of 
one of the big ones, crossing the Bouse of 
a glade J3? Hnd thou without Captivity 
bow and arrow or woodknife, 

X warrant me, said the witch. 

Chou shalt be whipped,to keep 
thee in mind that thy life is 
min eand not thin e^J^ay, nay, 

X pray thee be not wroth f said 
the maid; be was a long way 
down the glade, and would not 
have followed me if he had 
seen me: there was no peril 
therein jfi?Said the witcb/wife: 

Didst thou see aught etse?j^ 

Yea, said Birdalone, and was 
weepingsomewbatnowjwhich 
forsooth was not hard for her 
todo,over/wroughtas she was 
betwixt hope and fear: yea, X 
sawmy white doeand her fawn, 
and they passed close by me; 
and two herons flew over my 
head toward the water; andjj? 

But the witch turned sharply 
&said: Chrallt hastthouseen 
a woman to/day in the wood? 

woman ? said Birdalone, 
and what woman, my lady, said 
Birdalone. Bath any woman 
come to the bouse, an d passed 
forth into the wood ? 

E BB dame looked on her 
carefully,and remember/ 
ed bow she bad faltered 
an d changed countenan ce that 
other day, when she had charg/ 
ed her with being minded to 
flee; and now she saw her with 
wondering face, and in no wise 
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confused or afraid of guilt,as 
it seemed; so she believed her 
tale, and being the more at ease 
thereby, her wrath ran off her, 
and she spakealtogetber plea/ 
santly to Birdalone, and said: 
jslowX have hadmy gird at thee, 
my servant, X must tell thee 
that in sooth it is not all for 
nothing that thou hast had 
these months of restjforverily 
thou hast grown more of a wo¬ 
man thereby, and bast sleek¬ 
ened & rounded much, Hlbeit, 
the bayselwill wait no longer 
for us, and the day after to¬ 
morrow we must fall to on it. 
But when that is done, thou 
shalt be free to do thy green 
gown, or what thou wilt, till 
wheat harvest is toward; and 
thereafter we shall see to it. 
Or what sayest thou ? 

^XRDHkOj^e wonder¬ 
ed somewhat at this so 
i gracious word, but not 
much; for in her heart now was 
some guile bom to meet the 
witch’s guile; so she knelt 
down & took the dame’s hands 
and kissed them, and said: X 
say nought, lady, save that X 
thank thee over andover again 
that thou art become so good 
tome; & that! will f ullmerrily 
work for theein tbebay/field,or 
at whatsoever else thou wilt. 
§]SX> indeed she was so 
light/hearted that she 
bad so escaped from the 





bandof the witch for that time, 
& above all, that she bad got¬ 
ten a friend so kind and dear 
as the wood/woman, that her 
heart wen tout even toward her 
mistress, so that she went 
nigh to loving her. 

Chapter XX. Of Birdalorie’s 
swimming 

HEX fair was the 
morrow mom,& 
Birdalone arose 
betimes before 
the sun was up, 
and she thought 
she would make of this a holi/ 
day before the swink afield be/ 
gan again, since the witch was 
grown good toward her j£?So 
she did on her fair shoes, & her 
new raiment, though the green 
gown was not fully done, and 
said to herself that she would 
consider what she would do 
with her holiday when she was 
amidst of her bathing. 

IO she went down to the 
waterside, and when she 
I was standing knee/deep 
in the little sandy bight afore/ 
said, she looked over to0reen 
Cyot, and was minded to swim 
over thither, as oft she did. 
Hnd it was a windless dawn af/ 
ter a hot night, & a light mist 
lay upon the face of the water, 
and above it rose the greenery 
of the eyot. 












B RG pushed off into the 
deep & swam strongly 
through the still water, 
andthesunrosewhile she was 
on the way, & by then she had 
laid a hand on the wiltow/twigs 
oftheeyot,wassendingalong 
beam across the waters; and 
her wet shoulders roseupinto 
the path of it and were turned 
into ruddy gold* She hoisted 
herself up,& climbing the low 
bank, was standing amongst 
the meadow/sweet, and drip¬ 
ping on to its fragrance.Chen 
she turned about to the green 
plain and the house and the 
hedge of woodland beyond,& 
sighed, and said softly: H pity 
of it, to leave itf tf it were no 
better otherwhere, and not so 
fair? 


SR6 turned in- 
ward to the eyot, which 
Elisa had done her nought but 
good, and which she loved; & 
she unbound her hair, and let 
it fall till the ends of the tress/ 
es mingled with the heads of 
the meadow/sweet, & thereaf/ 
ter walked quietly up into the 
grassy middle of the isle. 

:R6 was wont to go to a 
Knoll there where the 
grass was fine, & flow¬ 
ery at this time with white clov/ 
er and dog violet, and lie down 
under the shade of a big thorn 
with a much/twisted bole; but 
to/day some thought came a- 

C 3 



cross her, & she turned before pan X, Of 
she came to the thorn, & went Rouse of 

straight over the eyot (which Captivity 
was but a furlong over at that 
place) and down to the south/ 
ward/looking shore thereof. 

^Chere she let herself softly 
down into the water & thrust 
off without more ado,& swam 
on and on till she had gone a 
long way.'Chen she commun¬ 
ed with herself, & found that 
she was thinking: Xf X might 
only swim all the water and be 
free. 

still sheswamon: & 
nowalightwind had been 
drawn up from the west, 
and was driving a little ripple 
athwart the lake, & she swam 
the swiftiter for it awhile, but 
then turned over on her back 
& floated southward still.Cill 
on a sudden, as she lay look- 
ingup toward the far/away blue 
sky, and she so little and low 
on the face of the waters, and 
the lake so deep beneath her, 

& the wind coming ever fresh/ 
er from the west, and the rip/ 
pie rising higher against her, 
a terror fell upon her, and she 
longed for the green earth and 
its well/wrought little blos- 
soms & leaves and grass; then 
she turned over again & swam 
straight for the eyot, which 
now was but a little green heap 
far away before her. 
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>OJV© she was ere she 
made land there, and 
the sun was high in 
the heavens when she came, all 
spent & weary, to the shadow 
of the hawtborn/tree; and she 
cast herself down there & fell 
asleep straightway, forsooth 
her swim was about as much 
as she had might for* 

SRC awoke it 
lacked but an hour of 
noontide, & she felt 
the life in her and was happy, 
but bad no will to rise up for a 
while; for it was ajoy to her to 
turn her bead this way & that 
to the dear and dain ty flowers, 
that made tbewide,grey,emp- 
ty lake seem so far away, and 
no more to be dealt with than 
the very sky itself, 

iC last she arose, and 
when she had plucked 
11 and eaten some hand¬ 
fuls of the strawberries which 
grew plenteously on the sweet 
ground of the eyot, she went 
down to tbelandward/looking 
shore, and took the water, and 
swam slowly across the warm 
ripple till she came once more 
to the strand and her raiment. 
She clad herself, and set her 
band to her pouch and drew 
forth bread, and sat eating it 
on the bank above the smooth 
sand/Cben she lookedaround, 
and stood up with her face to/ 
ward the bouse, to see if the 


damewouldcalltoher.Butsbe 
saw the witch come out of the 
porch and stand there looking 
undertbe sharp of her hand to/ 
ward ber,& thereafter she went 
backagain into tbebouse with/ 
out givingany sign.Klberefore 
Birdalone deemed tbatsbebad 
leave that day, and that she 
might take yet more holiday; 
so she stepped lightly down 
from her place of vantage,turn/ 
ed her face toward the east, & 
went quietly along the very lip 
of the water. 

Chapter X Birdalone comes 
on new tidings,*#/** 

lOO^T she bad cov/ 
[ered up the house 
from her, for on 
that eastern end, 
both a tongue of 
the wood/land 
shoved out west in to the m ea/ 
dow, &, withal, the whole body 
of the wood there drew down 
to the water, and presently cut 
off all the greensward save a 
narrow strip along by the lake, 
off the narrowest whereof lay 
the rocky eyot aforesaid, nigh/ 
er unto tbesbore than layOreen 
Byot. 

B Od never had Birdalone 
gone so far east as to 
be over against Rock 
Byot. In her childish days the 
witch had let her know that 
sbemigbt go where she would, 
but therewith bad told her a 











talc of a huge serpent which 
dwelt in the dark wood over a- 
gainstRockeyot,whosewont 
it was to lap his folds round 
and round living things that 
went there, and devour them; 
and many an evil dream had 
that evil serpent brought to 
Birdalone. In after days be¬ 
like she scarce trowed in the 
tale, yet the terror of it abode 
with her, Moreover the wild- 
wood toward that side, as it 
drew toward the water, was 
dark and dreary & forbidding, 
running into black thickets 
standing amidst quagmires, 
all un tike to the sweet,clean up/ 
land ridges, oak begrown and 
green/swarded, of the parts 
which lay toward the north, & 
which she mostly haunted* 
CTC this summer day, 
which was so bright & 
hot, Birdalone deemed 
she might harden her heart to 
try the adventure; & she had a 
mind to enter the wood there¬ 
by, an d win her way up into the 
Oakland whereas she had met 
Rabun dia, and perchance she 
might happen on her; for she 
wouldnotcitare to summon her 
so soon after their first meet¬ 
ing. Hnd if she met her, there 
would be the holiday worthily 
brought to an end 1 

^ went Birdalone, and 
was soon at the nar¬ 
rowest of the green- 
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sward, andhad the wood black part X. Of 

on her left hand, for the trees the Rouse of 

of it were mostly alder* But Captivity 

when she was come just over a/ 

gainst Rock Cyot, she found 

a straight creek or inlet of the 

water across her way; and the 

said creek ran right up into 

the alder thicket; and, indeed, 

was much overhung by huge 

ancient alders, gnarled, riven, 

mossy, & falling low over the 

water. Butclose on the mouth 

of the creek, on Birdalone's 

side thereof, lay a thing float- 

ingon the dull water, which she 

knew not how to call a boat,for 

such had she never seen, nor 

heard of, butwhich was indeed 

a boat, oarless and sailless. 

RGlookedon itallabout, 
and wondered; yet she 
saw at once that it was 
for wending the water, & she 
thought, might she but bavea 
long pole, she might push it 
about the shallow parts of the 
lake, & belike take much fish* 

She tried to shove it some¬ 
what toward the lake, but with 
her little might could make 
nothing of the work; for the 
craft was heavy, likea barge, if 
there were nothing else that 
withstood her* 

H|g|BOttC this new thing 
IKK she hung a long while, 
wondering that she had 
never heard thereof, or been 
set to toil therewith* She not- 
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ed that it was mostly pale grey 
of bue,asif it had been bleach/ 
ed by sun and water, but at the 
stem an d stem were sm ears of 
darker colour,as though some/ 
one had been trying the tints 
of staining there. 

?OW so much did this new 
matter take up all her 
mind, that she thought 
no more of going up into the 
wood; but though she had fain 
abided there long to see what/ 
ever might be seen, she deemed 
it would go ill with her did the 
witch happen on her there; 
wherefore she turned about, 
and went back the way she had 
come,going very slowly &pon/ 
dering the tidings. Hnd ever 
she called to mind what Ra- 
bundia bad said to her, that it 
was by water she must flee, & 
wondered if she had sent her 
this thing that she might es¬ 
cape therein; so different as 
her going would be thereby to 
swimming the take with her wet 
body.Chen again she thought, 
that before she might let her¬ 
self hope this, it were best, if 
shemigbt,tofindoutfrom the 
witch what was the thing, and 
if she knew thereof .Yet at last 
she called to mind how little 
patient of questions was her 
mistress, and that if she were 
unheedful she might come to 
raise an evil storm about her. 
Wherefore she took this rede 


atthe last, thatshewould keep 
all hidden in her own breast till 
she should see Rabundia a- 
gain; & meanwhile she might 
steal down thither from time 
to time to see if the thing still 
abode there; which she might 
the easier do by swimming if 
she chose her time beedfully, 
& go thither from Rock €yot, 
wbicbnowfi again she visited. 
Chapter XX. Of Birdalone’s 
guilt and the chastisement 
thereof && 

Y CRXS she was 
come back to the 
sandy bight,and 
the sun was wes/ 
tering; and she 
looked up toward 
the bouse and saw that it was 
the time of their eveningmeal, 
for the blue smoke of the cook/ 
ing tire was going up into the 
air.Sosbewenttbitberspeedi/ 
ly,and en tered gay of seeming. 

Che witch looked on her 
doubtfully, but presently fell 
to speaking with her gracious/ 
lyas yesterday, and Birdalone 
was glad and easy of mind, & 
went abouttheservingof her; 
for always she ate after the 
dame; and the mistress asked 
her of many matters concern¬ 
ing the bouse, and the gather/ 
ing of stuff. 

EfUaO came the talk on the 
fisbingof the brook that 
ran before their door, & 













how the trouts therein were but 
little, & not seldom none at all; 
and even therewith came these 
words in to Birdalone’s mouth, 
she scarce knew how: JMy lady, 
why do we not fish the lake, 
whereas there be shoal places 
betwixt us and the eyots where 
lie many & greatfisb, as X have 
seen when X have been swim¬ 
ming thereover? Hnd now in 
that same creek whereas the 
serpent used to lurk when X 
was little,we havea thing come, 
which is made to swim on the 
water; & X, could X have a long 
pole to shove withal. 

Cl'C no time she had to 
make an end, ere the 
witch/wife sprang up 
& turned on her with a snarlas 
of an evil dog,& her face chang/ 
ed horribly: her teeth showed 
grinning, her eyes goggled in 
her head, her brow was all to- 
furrowed, & her hands clench/ 
ed like iron springs. 

■ XRDH LO]V & shudder/ 
ed back from her and 
cringed in mere terror, 
but had no might to cry out. 
Che witch hauled her up by 
the hair, and dragged her head 
back so that her throat lay bare 
before her allalong.'Chen drew 
the witch a sharp knife from 
her girdle, and raised her hand 
over her, growling & snarling 
like a wolf. But suddenly she 
dropped the knife, her band 




fell to her side, and she fell in 
a heap on the floor & lay there 
bushed. 

jXRDHkOJ^e stood gaz# 
ing on her, & trembling 
in every limb; too con¬ 
fused was she to think or do 
aught, though some image of 
flight through the open door 
passed before her: but her fleet 
seemed of lead, &, as in an evil 
dream, she bad no might to 
move her limbs, &tbeminutes 
wen t by as she stood there half 
dead with fear. 

■ C last, (and belike it was 
no long while) the witch# 
wife came to herself a- 
gain, & sat u p on the floor, and 
looked all about the chamber, 
and when her eyes fell upon 
Birdalone, she said in a weak 
voice, yet joyfully: Rabftbou 
art there still, my good ser¬ 
vant t jS^Cben she said: H sick/ 
ness fell upon me suddenly,as 
whiles it is wont; but now am 
X myself again; and presently 
X have a word for thee. 

B neKemiXZn she rose 
up slowly, Birdalone 
helping her, and sat in 
her big chair silenta while, and 
then she spake: My servant, 
thou bast for the more part 
served me well: but this time 
thou bast done ill, whereas 
thou hast been spying on my 
ways; whereof may come heavy 
trouble but if we look to it, 
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{Kellis it for thee that thou bast 
none unto whom thou migbt- 
est babble; for then must X 
needs have slain thee here and 
now. But for this first time X 
pardon thee, & thou bast es¬ 
caped the wrath. 

■ 6R voice was soft and 
wheedling; but for Bird/ 
alone the terror bad en¬ 
tered into her soul, and yeta- 
bodewitb her, 

RG witcb/wifesata while, 
and then arose and went 
about the chamber, and 
came to a certain aumbry and 
opened it, and drew forth a lit/ 
tie flasket of lead and a golden 
cup scored over with strange 
signs,&laid them on the board 
beside her chair, wherein she 
now sat down again,andspake 
once more, still in the same 
soft andwheedling voice:Yet, 
my servant, thy guilt would be 
requiredof me,if X let this pass 
as if to/day were the same as 
yesterday; yea, & of thee also 
would it be required; therefore 
it is a part of the pardon that 
thou be corrected: and the cor/ 
rectton must be terrible to thee, 
that thou maystrem ember ne/ 
ver again to thrust thyself in/ 
to the jaws of death, Hnd what 
may X do to correct thee? Xt 
shall be in a strange way, such 
as thou bastnever dreamedof. 
Y^t the anguish thereof shall 
go to thine heart's root; but 
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this must thou needs bear,for 
my good & thine, so that both 
we may live and be merry here/ 
after, ©o now,fill this cupwith 
water from the spring & come 
back with itj^FBirdalone took 
the cup with asinkingbeart,& 
filled it, and brought it back, 
& stood before the witch more 
dead than alive. 

RGN tbewitch/wife took 
up tbeflasket and pulled 
out the stopple and be¬ 
took it to Birdalone,and said: 
Drink of this now, a little sip, 
no more JP Hnd the maiden 
did so, and the liquor was no 
sooner down her gullet than 
the witeb/wife and the cham¬ 
ber, and all things about her, 
became somewhat dim to her; 
but yet not so much so as 
that she could not see them. 
^Bu t when she stretchedout 
her arm she could see it not at 
all, nor her limbs nor any oth¬ 
er part of her which her eyes 
might fall upon. "Chen would 
she have uttered a lamentable 
wail, but the voice was sealed 
up in her and no sound came 
from her voice Jp ^Cben she 
beard the witch/wife how she 
said (and yet she heard it as if 
her voice came from afar) jSTay, 
thou canst not speak, & thou 
canst not see thyself, nor may 
anyotber,saveme,&Xbutdim/ 
ly. But this is but part of what 
Xmust lay upon tbee; for next 





Imust give theca new shape, & 
that both thyself and all other 
may see* But, before Ido that, 
X must speak a word to thee, 
which thy new shape would 
not suffer the sense thereof to 
reach to thine heart. Rearken f 
CbapterXXX.Cbe words of the 
Stitch/wife to Birdalone^^Jt 
HID the witch- 
wife: HIben thou 
comest to thy¬ 
self (for it is not 
my will that thou 
shouldest never 
have thine own shape again), 
doubtless tbefirsttbing which 
thou shalt do with thy new- 
gained voice & thy new/gained 
wit shall be to curse me, and 
curseme again.Doas thou wilt 
herein; but! charge thee, diso/ 
bey me not,for that shall bring 
thee to thy bane, for if thou do 
not my bidding, & if thou pry 
into my matters, and lay bare 
that which X will have hidden, 
then will it be imputed unto 
thee for guilt, and will X, will X 
not,Xmust be avenged on thee 
even to slaying: & then is un- 
don e all the toil and pain Xhave 
bad in rearing thee into a deft 
andlovely maiden.Deem thou, 
then, this present anguish kind 
to thee, to keep thee that thou 
come not to nought. 

■ Om since X have begun 
speaking, X will go on; 
for little heretofore have 


X spoken to thee what was in 
mine heart. Stell X wot that 
thou thinkest of me but as of 
an evil dream,whereof none can 
aught but long to awake from 
it. Yet X would have thee look 
to this at least; that! took thee 
from poverty and pinching, & 
have reared thee as faithful¬ 
ly as ever mother did to child; 
clemming thee never, smiting 
thee not so oft, and but sel¬ 
dom cruelly. Moreover, Xhave 
suffered thee to go wbereso 
thou wouldest, and have com¬ 
pelled thee to toil for nought 
but what was needful for our 
two livelihoods. Hnd X have 
not stayed thy swimmings in 
the lake, nor thy wanderings in 
the wood, & thou bast learn¬ 
ed bowshot there, till thou art 
nowapastmiaster in the craft: 
and,moreover, thou art swift/ 
foot as the best of the deer, 
& mayest over/run any one of 
them whom thou wilt, 

H OOCRI/Y a merry life 
hast thou had as a child, 
and merry now would be 
thy life, save for thine hatred 
of me. Into a lovely lily /lass 
hast thou grown. 'Chat X tell 
tbeenow, though my wont has 
been to gird at thee for the fa¬ 
shion of thy body; that was 
but the word of the mistress 
to the thrall. Hnd now what a- 
waitetb thee? for thou mayst 
say: X am lonely here, & there 
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part X. Of is no man to took on me. Of 
the Rouse of what avail, therefore, is my 
Captivity goodliness and shapeliness? 

Child, 1 answer thee that the 
time is coming when thou shalt 
see here a many of the fairest 
of men, and then shalt thou be 
rather rose than lily, and fully 
come to womanhood; and all 
those shall love and worship 
thee, and thou mayst gladden 
whom thou wilt, & whom thou 
wilt mayst sadden; & no lack 
soever shalt thou have of the 
sweetness of love, or the glory 
of dominion. 

B RINK of it then f Hll this 
is for thee if thou dwell 
here quietly with me, do/ 
ingmy will tillthy womanhood 
hath blossomed, CIbereforeX 
beseech and pray thee put out 
of thy mind the thought of 
fleeing from m e.f or if thou try 
it, one of two things shall be; 
either X shall bring thee back 
and slay thee, or make thee live 
in misery of torment; or else 
thou wilt escape, & then what 
will it be ? Dost thou know how 
it shall go with thee, coming 
poor & nameless, an outcast, 
into the world of men ? Lust 
shalt thou draw unto thee, but 
scarce love. X say an outcast 
sbalttbou be,witboutworsbip 
or dominion; thy body shall 
be a prey to ribalds, and when 
the fine flower thereof bath fa/ 
ded, thou shalt find that the 
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words of thy lovers were but 
mockery. Chat no man shall 
love thee,&no woman aid thee. 
Chen shall Cld come to thee 
& find thee at home with Rell; 
and Death shall come & mock 
thee for thy life cast away for 
nought, for nought. Cbis is 
my word to thee: & nowX have 
nought to do to thee save to 
change thee thy skin, ^therein 
must thou doas thou cans t,but 
it shall be no ugly or evil shape 
atleast.Butanothertimemay/ 
be X shall not be so kind as to 
give theeanew shape, but shall 
let thee wander about seen by 
none butmejfiFChen she took 
the cup and took water in the 
hollow of her band and cast it 
Into Birdalone’s face, <& mut¬ 
tered words withal; & present/ 
ly she saw herself indeed, that 
she was become a milk/wbite 
bind; and she beardandsawa- 
gain, but not as she, tbemaid- 
en, was wont to hear and see; 
for both her bearing & seeing 
& her thought was of a beast 
and not of a maiden. 

B HXD the witch/wife: Xt 
is done now, till X give 
thee grace again; and 
nowbeoff into the field; buttf 
thou stray more than half a 
bowshot from the brook, it 
shall be the worse for thee J0 
Hn d now the day was done and 
night was come. 


ChapterXXXX.Birdalonem eet/ 
ctb the Glood/woman again. 
EqCwas fifteen days there/ 
lg after that Birdalonea- 
l£ woke lyin gin her bed on 
I a bright morning, as tf 
■jtf all this had been but a 
dream. But the witch- 
1 wife was standing over 
her and crying out: Chou art 
late, slug/a/bed, this fair/wea- 
tberday, & the grass all spoil¬ 
ing for lack of the scythe. Off f 
| and down to the meadow with 
thee. 

|XRX>HIv0^e waited 
not for more words, 
but sprang out of bed, 
& bad her work/a/day raiment 
on in a twinkling, and stayed 
but towash herinapoolof the 
brook, & then was amidst the 
tall grass with the swathe fall/ 
ing before her. Hs she worked 
she thought, and could scarce 
tell whether joy at her present 
deliverance, or terror of the 
witeb/wife, were the greatest. 
Sore was her longing to go see 
her friend in the wood, but the 
haysellastedmorethanaweek, 
&wben that was done, wheth¬ 
er it were of set purpose or no, 
the dame forgat her other pro¬ 
mise, to give Birdalone more 
holiday, and kept her close to 
her work about meadow and 
acre. Otherwise her mistress 
(nowise mishandled or threat¬ 
ened her, though she bad gone 


back to the surliness & railing part X. Of 
which was berwont.Ht last, on the Rouse of 
a morning when the dame bad Captivity 
bidden her to nought of work, 

Birdalone took her bow in her 
handand cast her quiver on her 
back, and went her ways into 
the wood, and forgat not the 
tress of Rabundia’s hair; but 
she bad no need to use it, for 
when she was come to the Oak 
ofCryst, straightway cameRai 
bundiaforth from tbethicket, 
and now so like to Birdalone 
that it was a wonder, for as her 
friend she bare bow and quiver, 
and green gown trussed up till 
her knees were naked. 

tO they kissed and em¬ 
braced, and Birdalone 
■wept upon her friend’s 
bosom, but was ashamed of 
the words which would have 
told her of her case. Chen Ra¬ 
bun dia set her down upon the 
greensward,andsat down be¬ 
side her, and caressed her and 
soothed her; then she smiled 
on Birdalon e, & said: "Cby tale 
is partly told without words, 
and X would weep for thee if X 
might shed tears. But thou 
mayest tell me wherefore thou 
didst suffer this; though for¬ 
sooth X have an inkling there¬ 
of. Rast thou happened on the 
witch’s ferry? 

?VBJM so it was, sister, 
quoth Birdalone. Hnd 
therewith she plucked 
















part I. Of up heart, & told her all the tale 

the Rouse of of the vanishing of her body 
Captivity and the shin/changing. Hnd 

Rabundiaanswered:Cdelltben, 
there is this to be said, that 
sooner or later this must have 
happen ed,for thereby lieth thy 
road of escape; wherefore it is 
better sooner than later. But 
tell me again: was she fierce fit 
rough in words with thee? for 
what shesaid to thee thou hast 
not yet told mejfiFSaid Bird- 
alone: In her first fury, when 
she was like to have slain me, 
she had no words, nought but 
wolfish cries. But thereafter 
she spake unto me strangely, 
yet neither fiercely nor rough¬ 
ly: nay, it seemed tomeas if al/ 
most she loved me. Hnd more 
than almost she besought me 
rather than commanded me 
not to flee from her jp Hnd 
wert thou beguiled by her soft 
speech ? said Rabundiajfi?J^o- 
wise to cast aside my hope of 
escape, nay, not even in that 
hour, said Birdalone; but a- 
midst all the confusion and 
terror somewhat was I moved 
to compassion on her. 

B PHK6 Rabundta,look/ 
ing anxiously on her: 
Dost thou deem that 
thou art somewhat cowed by 
what she hath done to thee? 
j^Said Birdalone, & flushed 
very red: Oh no, nof fought 
save death or bonds shallcome 
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betwixt me fit my utmost striv/ 
ing for escape^Chatis better 
than well, said Rabundia; but 
again,can st thou have patience 
a little, and be wary and wise 
the while?jj?So meseemeth, 
said the maiden Said Ra¬ 
bun dia: Hgain it is well. ]Sow 
is the summer beginning to 
wane, fit by my rede thou sbalt 
not try the flight until JMay is 
comeagain and well/nigh worn 
intolune; for thou wilt be big/ 
ger then,little sister,fit tidings 
are waxing that shall get mat¬ 
ters ready for thy departure: 
moreover, thou must yet learn 
what thou hast to do mean¬ 
while, and thereof shall I tell 
thee somewhat as now. for 
that boat, the thing which thou 
didst find, and for which thou 
didst su ff er,ts called the S end/ 
ingBoat, and therein thy mis¬ 
tress faretb time and again, I 
deem to seek to some other of 
her kind, but! know not unto 
whom, or whereto. Rast thou 
noted of her that whiles she 
goeth away privily by night fit 
cloud ?j@FYta, verily,saidBird/ 
alone, and this is one of the 
things which heretofore hath 
made me most afraid^ Said 
Rabundia: CClell now, that she 
wendeth somewhither in this 
ferry I wot; but as I wot not 
whither, so also I know not 
what she doth with the Send¬ 
ing Boat to make it obey her; 


whereas, though X know all 
things of the wood, X know 
but little of the lake, there¬ 
fore, though there be peril to 
thee therein, follow her twice 
or thrice when she risetb up 
for this faring, & note closely 
what is her manner of dealing 
with the said Sending Boat, 
so that thou mayst do in like 
wise, tilt thou risk the smart 
& the skin/changing,or even if l 
it were the stroke of the knife, 
to gather this wisdom ? Hnd 
thereafter thou Shalt come bi/ 
therandtellme bow thou hast 
sped^ t itb a good beartwill 
X, dear sister, said Birdalone. 

F>abundiakissed 
herand said: ft is a joy 
to m e to see thee so va/ 
liant, but herein may X help 
thee somewhat: here is a gold 
finger/ring, see thou f fashion/ 
edasa serpent holding his tail 
in his mouth; whenso thou 
goest on this quest, set thou 
this same ring on the middle 
finger of thy left hand, and say 
thou above thy breath at least; 

"Co left and right, 

Before, behind, 

Of me be sight 
Hsof thewindf 

Hnd nought then shall be seen 
of thee even by one who stand/ 
eth close beside. But wear not 
the ring openly save at such 
times, or let the witch have 


sight thereof ever, or she will part X. Of 
know that thou bast met me. the house of 
Dost thou understand,&canst Captivity 
thou remember? 

HaGRBD Birdalone, 
and took the ring and 
set it on berfinger, and 
spake aloud even as habundta 
bad given her the words. Chen 
quoth habundia, laughing: 

JSow haveXlost my friend and 
sister, fortbou art gone, Bird/ 
alone.Cakeoff the ring, sweet/ 
ling, & get thee to thine hunt¬ 
ing, for if thou come home emp/ 
ty/banded there will be fly ting 
awaiting thee, or worse. 

H O Birdalone took off the 
ring & came back to sight 
again laughing; then the 
wood/woman kissed her and 
turned her heels to her, & was 
gone; but Birdalone strung 
her bow, and got to her wood/ 
craft, & presently bad a brace 
of bares, wherewith she went 
back home to the dame; who 
indeed [girded at her for her 
sloth, and her little catch in so 
longa while; but there it ended. 

Chapter XXV. Of Btrdalone's 
fisbing^J>^3t 


XHweretbedays 
[wearing toward 
wbeat/barvest,& 
nought befel to 
tell of, save that 

__| on a morn the 

witeb/wife called Birdalone to 
her, & said: JSbw is little to be 
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done till the wheat Is ready for 
the book,& thy daysare Idle; or 
what Is that word that fell from 
thee that other day, that there 
he good swims for fish about 
the eyots ? Canst thou swim 
across bearing thine angle, & 
bach again therewith, and thy 
catch withal? jj? Yea, certes, 
said Blrdalone gaily; with one 
hand Xmay swim gallantly, or 
with my legs alone,If X stir mine 
arms ever so little. X will go 
straightway If thou wilt, lady; 
but glvemea length of twine so 
that Xmay tie my catch about 
my middle when X swim bach 
again. 

B R0RG01XCR she went 
forth lightly to fetch her 
angle, which was In ashed 
without; but justasshetoohlt 
In her band, a sudden thought 
cametohensowaryassbewas 
grown. She undid the bosom 
of her gown, and took forth 
her serpentmng; for she bore 
It next to her shin, made fast 
to the bosom of her smoch; 
but now she hid It carefully In 
the thickest of her brow/balr, 
which was very thick and soft. 
Oiltbaltbe tress of Rabundla's 
hair she bore evermtngled with 
her own. 

JO sooner bad she done 
lt,butsbewas glad; for 

_she heard the dam e cal/ 

ling her, who, when she came to 
the bouse/door, spake & said; 
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]Vb w sballX fare with thee down 
to the water, and look to thy 
garments lest they be fouled 
by some straying beast. Hnd 
therewith she looked curious¬ 
ly on Blrdalone, and knit her 
brows when she saw that the 
maiden changed countenance 
In nowise. 

to the water went 
1 they, and the witch sat 
down close to where 
Blrdalone sbou Id take the wat/ 
er, and watched her do off her 
raiment, and eyed her keenly 
when she was bare, but said 
nought, Blrdalone turned her 
head as she stood hnee/deep, 
& said: Row long sballXablde, 
lady. If X have luck ?^Hs long 
as thou wilt, said the dame: 
most like X shall be gone by 
then thou comest back, even 
If thou be away no long while. 
GJ^T^ Blrdalone to swim/ 
mlng then, & when she 
wasmoretban half over. 
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the witch, stirring no more 
than need was, got bold of her 
raiment, which was but the old 
grey coat over a smock, & ran/ 
sacked It, but found nought, 
as well ye may wot. Hnd when 
she bad done, she sat down a- 
galn In heavy mood as It seem¬ 
ed, &watcbedBlrdalone swim/ 
mlng, and when she beheld her 
body come forth out of the 
water, and pass out of sight 
amongst the flowers of the 








eyot, she arose and went her 
ways home* 

JXRDHJvONB looked 
through the willow- 
boughs, and saw her 
turn away; then she fared to 
her fishing with asmile,& soon 
had plenteous catch from un¬ 
der the willow/boughs. Chen, 
whereas the day was very calm 
and fair, & the dame had given 
her holiday, she wandered a- 
bout the eyot, and most in a 
little wood of berry/trees, as 
quicken and white/beam and 
dog/wood, and sported with 
the birds, who feared her not, 
but came & sat on her should/ 
ers, and crept about her feet. 
^Sbe went also and stood a 
while on the southern shore, 
and looked on the wide water 
dim in the offing under the hot/ 
weather haze, and longed to be 
gone beyonditXben she turn/ 
ed away, & to the other shore, 
and gat berfish & strung them 
on the string, and made them 
fasttohermiddle,andsotook 
the water back again to the yet/ 
low strand, where now was no 
one awaiting her. But before 
she did on her garments, she 
looked on them, and saw that . 
they lay not as she bad left y 
them, whereby she knew well 
that the witeb/wife bad hand¬ 
led them. 



JVIXDSC all this the day 
was wearing to an end,& 
again she saw the smoke 
of the cooktng/fire going up 
into the air from the chimney 
of the bouse she smiled rue/ 
fully, thinking that the witch 
might yet find an occasion for 
ransacking her raiment. But 
she plucked up heart, & came 
home with her catch, and the 
dame met her with a glum face, 
& neither praised hernorblam/ 
edber, but took the fish silent/ 
ly. Such ending had that day. 
Chapter XV. Birdalone wear- 
etb her Serpent/ring^Jf^ 

fVG R this she 
wentonceanda/ 
gain fishing on 
to Green eyot 
by the bidding 
of the dame, who 
went not again to the shore 
with her. "Chese times she bad 
half amind to go see the Send/ 
ing Boat, but durst not, lest 
the tbingitself might have life 
enough to tell of her. 

NO now was come the 
M L-I pL time of wheat/harvest, 
MF/lw &Birdalonemustwear 
her days swinking in the acre- 
land, clad but in smock and 
shoes ; & the toil was bard,and 
browned her skin & hardened 
ber ( bands, but it irked her not, 
for the witch let her work all 
alone, and it was holiday unto 
tbematden if hermistress were 
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not anigh,despite those words 
which had somewhat touched 
her heart that other day. 

CTCwhen wheat/getting 
was done, there was a- 
gain rest for her body,& 
swimming withal and fishing 
from the eyot by the witch's 
leave. Hnd again by her own 
leave she went to seek Rabun- 
dia in the wood, and spent a 
happy hour with her, and came 
back with a fawn which she had 
shot, and so but barely saved 
her skin from the twig/show- 
er. Chen yet again she went 
into the wood on the witch's 
errand as well as her own, and 
was paid by her friend's sweet 
converse, and by nought else 
save the grudging girding of 
her mistress. 

H trc on anight when Sep/ 
tember was well in, and 
the sky was moonless 
& overcast, somewhat before 
midnight the dame came and 
hungover Birdalone as she lay 
abed,andwatchedtosee if she 
waked; forsooth the witch's 
coming had waked her; but 
even so she was wary, and lay 
still, nor changed her breath¬ 
ing. So the witch turned away, 
but even therewith Birdalone 


made a shift to get a glimpse 
of her, and this she saw there/ 
by, that the semblance of her 
was changed, & that she bore 
the self /same skin wherewith 
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she had com e to tltterhay, and 
which she had worn twice or 
thrice afterwards when she 
had an errand thither. 

fRC UITCCR now gltd/ 
ed swiftly to the door, 
1 and out into the night. 
Birdalone lay still a little, lest 
she shou Id fall in toa trap, and 
then arose very quietly and did 
on her smock, which lay ever 
under her pillow with the ring 
sewn thereto again, & so went 
out adoors also, and deemed 
she saw the witch some way 
on ahead; but it was nothing 
for her light feet to overtake 
her. So she stayed to take the 
ring from her smock, and set 
it on her finger; then in a low 
voice she said: 

Co left and right, 

Before, behind, 

Of me be sight 
Hs of the wind! 


Chen boldly she sped on, and 
was soon close on the heels of 
the witch, who made her way 
to the edge of the lake, & then 
turned east, and went even as 
Birdalone had gone when she 
came across theSendingBoat. 

H O fared the witch/wife 
straight to the creek- 
side,& Birdalone must 
needs stick close to her, or she 
had known nought, so black 
was the night amongst the at/ 
der/boughs. But the witch- 
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wife fumbled about a while 
when she was stayed by the 
creek, & presently drewsome- 
what from under her cloak, & 
the maiden saw that she was 
about strikingfiint upon steel, 
& quaked somewhat, lest her 
charm had played her false, 
presently the tinder quicken¬ 
ed, and the dame had lighted 
a lantern, which she held up, 
peering all about; and full she 
looked on the place whereas 
was Birdalone, and made no 
show of seeing her, though 
well/nigh the maiden looked 
for it to see her drop the lan¬ 
tern and spring on her. 

JOCH the witch, holding 
the lantern aloft, steps 
over the gunwale of the 
boat, and sits down on the 
thwart; an d it was a n ear thing 
but that Birdalone followed 
her into the boat, but she fear/ 
ed the getting forth again, so 
she but bung over it as close 
as she might* Chen she saw 
the witch draw out of her gir¬ 
dle that sharp little knife which 
Birdalone had seen raised a- 
gainst her own throat; & then 
the witch bared her arm, and 
pricked it till the blood sprang 
from that barren white skin; 
thereat she stood up, and went 
to the bows of the craft and 
bung over them, and drew her 
arm to and fro over the stem to 
bloody it; and went thereafter 
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to the stern, and took blood 
into her right handand passed 
it over the place of the steerage 
(for there was no rudder), and 
came back andsat down on the 
thwart again; &,sofarasBird/ 
alonemigbt see, busied herself 
in staunching the little wound 
on her arm.Cben deemedBird/ 
alonetbatsbeknewwbatman/ 
ner of paintwas that which bad 
made the rusty smears which 
she bad seen on the boat by 
daylight* 

H tTC now as the witch sat 
there, a harsh voice be¬ 
gan to stir in her throat, 
& then words came out of her, 
andshesangin a crow’s croak; 

"Che red raven/wine now 
fiast thou drunk, stem & bow; 
"Chen wakeandawake 
Hnd the wonted way take! 

"Che way of the mender 
forth over the flood, 
for the will of the Sender 
is blent with the blood* 

ReRemirRHL began 
the boat to stir, and anon 
it glided forth out of the 
creek into the waters of the 
lake, and the light of the lan¬ 
tern died, & it was butaminute 
ere Birdalone lost all sight of 
it. She abode a little longer, 
lest perchance boat and witch 
might com e back on her hands, 
and then turned &went swift/ 
ly back again. She would have 
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drawn off her ring straight¬ 
way, but the thought came on 
her,that she had seen the witch 
depart in her second semb¬ 
lance; bow if she were abiding 
her at bom e in her wonted skin ? 
So she came to the house even 
as she was, & opened the door, 
and looked in, quaking; but 
there was no image of a child 
of Hdam therein, and no living 
thing, save the cat drowsing 
before the fire; wbereforeBird/ 
alone took the ring from her 
linger and went to the hearth, 
and stirred up the cat with her 
foot tilt he arose & fell to rub¬ 
bing himself against her legs, 
and she was fain of him. 

H ReaeHfcea srb 

made her ring fast to 
her smock again, and 
set the smock under her pillow 
as her wont was, and betook 
herself to bed, and fell asleep 
sweetly, leaving all troublous 
thou ghts for tbemorrow; an d 
that the moreasshewas free of 
the witch/wife for that night 
at least. 

Chapter XVI. Birdalone meet/ 
eth Rabun diaagain;& learn eth 
her first wisdom of ber,4*,4* 
F)6J^ morning 
4 was, Birdalone 
3 arose, & longed 
sore to go into 
the wood to 
3 seek to Rabun/ 


dia again, but durst not, lest 


the witeb/wife should come to 
band again earlier than might 
be looked for. So she abode 
quiet and did wbatwas toward 
near about the house. HU that 
day the witch came not bach, 
nor the next; but the morrow 
thereafter, when Birdalone a- 
rose, she found the wonted 
aspect of her mistress in the 
wonted place, who, when she 
saw the maiden, greeted her, 
and.was somewhat blitbewitb 
her; and Birdalone would have 
asked her leave to go to the 
wood, but she trusted little 
in her unwonted soft mood; 
which yet lasted so long that 
on the third day she herself 
bade Birdalone go take her 
pleasure in the wood, and bear 
back with her what of venison 
she might. 

?OR'CF>miT:F> went 
Birdalone as glad as 
might be, and met her 
friend at the Oak of Cryst, & 
told her closely howalthad be/ 
tid; and Rabundiasaid: Rere, 
then, thou bast learned howto 
sail the lake. But hast thou 
learned enough to try the ad¬ 
venture & not to fail?j®t€ven 
sotdeem, said Birdalone; but 
this Xwou Id say, that meseem/ 
eth it better that X follow the 
witch down to the boat one 
more timeat least; for this first 
tim e it was dark; andmoreover 
shall! not be surer of the spell 
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if X hear it said of tener, lest it 
be not ever the same words ? 
Ctthatsayesttbou?^Sbesaid: 
"Chou art right herein,&, since 
the adventure may not be tried 
till next 7unc is at hand, there 
is time enough and to spare, 
Hndnow for this hour that is 
we need talk no more of it. 
Only, my sweet, Xbeseech thee 
be wary; and above all suffer 
not the witch/wife to set eye 
or hand on the ringXruly mine 
heart oft aches sorely for thy 
peril; fbr therein the image of 
thee abideth rather as of my 
daughter than my friend, Y* a > 
now thou laughest, but kindly, 
so that the sound of thy laugh/ 
ter is as s weet music.Bu t know 
that though thou art but a 
young maiden, andX in all wise 
like unto thee of aspect, yet 
have X dwelt many and many a 
year upon the earth, and much 
wisdom have learnedXrowest 
thou me? 

S BH, yea, saidBtrdalone, 
with all my heart, "Chen 
she hungherheada white 
and kept silence, & thereafter 
looked up and spake: X would 
ask thee a thing & crave some¬ 
what of thee, as if thou wert 
verily my mother; wilt thou 
grant it me? Yea, surely, 
child, said Rabundia J9 Said 
Birdalone: Chisitis then, that 
thou wilt learn me of thy wis¬ 
dom j^FRabundta smiled full 
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kindly on her, and said: This part X, Of 
of all things X would have had the Rouse of 
theeask; and this day and now Captivity 
shall we begin toopen the booh 
of the earth before thee, for 
therein is mine heritage & my 
dominion. Sit by me, child, & 
hearken f 

H O the maiden sat down 
by her likeness under 
the oak, and began to 
learn her lesson, forsooth for/ 
gotten is the wisdom, though 
the tale of its learningabideth, 
wherefore nought may we tell 
thereof, 

RSJV it was done, 

Birdalone kissed her 
wood/mother & said: 

"Chis is now the best day of 
my life, this and the day when 
first X saw thee, X will come hi¬ 
ther now many times before 
the day of my departure j$F 
Yea, but, sweet child, said fia- 
bundia, beware of the witch & 
her cruelty; X ffearmeshe shall 
yet be grim toward thee^So 
will X be wary, said Birdalone, 
but X will venture some little 
perilof pain but if thou forbid 
me, mother, Hnd X pray thee 
by thy love to forbid me not, 

Hnd this X pray thee the more, 
becauseafteroneofthesegrim 
times then mostly doth she 
meddle the less with me fora 
while, wherefore X shall be the 
freer to com e bitherjgF Rabun/ 
dta hissed her and embraced 
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‘her,and said: Valiant art thou 
for a young maiden, my child, 
and X would not refrain thee 
more than a father would re¬ 
frain his young son from the 
strokes of the tilt/yard. But X 
pray thee to forgetnotmy love, 
and m y sorrow for thy grief. 
F|ppSr>eRe<HXCf) they sun- 
ffl® dered, & it was drawing 
toward evening. Birda- 
lone sought catch, & brought 
home venison to the dame,who 
was yet blithe with her, and 
spake that eveningas she eyed 
her: X cannot tell how it is, but 
thou seemest changed unto 
me, and lookes t more towards 
thy womanhood than even yes/ 
terday.Xmean thefaceof thee, 
forwert thou stripped, lean em 
oughXshouldsee thee, doubt/ 
less. But now look to it, X be¬ 
seech thee, to be both deft and 
obedient, so that X may be as 
kind to theeas X would be,and 
kinder than X have been here¬ 
tofore. 

Chapter XVXX. Che passing 
of the Year into Glinter^^f 
jlORS the days 
\ now, till on a 
A night of Oc¬ 
tober, toward 
the end there¬ 
of, the witch 


rent a/night/tide to the Send/ 
ng Boat, &Birdalone f ollow- 
:d her as erst. Chis time the 
ttcrht was wild and windy, but 


the moon was high aloft and 
big, and all cloud save a few 
flecks was blown from off the 
heavens; so that thenight was 
as light as could be; and even 
at the tree/hung creek it was 
easy to see all that was done. 
Hnd so it was that the witch 
dtd & spake in all wise as she 
did before. 

B J'JOCfjCR time, when 
J^ovemberwas well/nigh 
out, the dame arose for 
her lake/faring; but this night 
the snow lay deep betwixt 
house and water, and Bird- 
alone thought that it would 
scarce do to follow, forsooth 
she knew not whether her feet 
wou Id the less leave their print 
in the snow because they were 
not to be seen Cdhen she 
asked ftabundia thereof, she 
laughed and said: Once more 
thou hast been wise, my child, 
for though it had been no 
harder to put this might into 
thy ring, that whoso wore it 
should not touch the ground, 
yet it hath not been done. 

a nSfC JHtlSC be told, that 
in this while Birdatone 
ks 3 went oft to the Cryst¬ 
ing Cree, and called on her 
mother (as now she called her) 
to come to her, and ever more 
and more of wisdom she won 
thereby. Chough the witch 
was oft surly with her, and 
spared not her girding, yet. 














the needful work done, she 
meddled little with her* But 
on a day she straightly ban¬ 
ned her the wood, and Bird- 
alone went notwithstanding, 
and when she was there with 
the wood/mother nought she 
told her thereof,but was blithe 
and merry beyond her wont. 
She came back home there¬ 
after empty handed, & step¬ 
ped into the chamber proudly 
and with bright eyes & flushed 
cheeks, though she looked for 
nought save chastisement; 
yea, it might be even the skin/ 
changing* forsooth the witch 
was sitting crouched in her 
chair with her hands on the 
elbows & her bead thrust for/ 
ward, likea wild beast at point 
to spring; but when her eye 
fell on Birdalone, she faltered 
and drew back into herself a- 
gain, and muttered somewhat 
unheard; but to Birdalone 
spake nought of good or bad* 

■ gJO<U dflS winter/tide 
H upon them,when there 
y was nought to do in 
field and acre, and but a little 
in the byre* in years bygone, 
and even in the last one, the 
witch had not spared Birda¬ 
lone toil any the more, but bad 
made errands for her amidst 
the snow and biting winds, or 
over the lake when it was laid 
with ice. But now she bade her 
to nought save what she bad 
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a will to; whereby she lost but 
little, whereas Birdalone was 
well willing to strive against 
wind & weather & the rough¬ 
ness of the winter earth, and 
overcomeifshemigbt,sothat 
all were well done that bad to 
be done about the stead. 

JTHXJv did the witch give 
__ her hard words and rail 
^9 at her for the most part, 
but from the teeth outward 
only, & because she was wont 
thereto. Inwardly indeed she 
began to fear Birdalone, and 
deemed that she would one 
day have the mastery; & this 
led her into fierce and restless 
moods; so that she would sit 
staringatthemaiden's beauty 
handling her knife withal,and 
scarce able to forbear her. And 
in such a mood she once made 
occasion to chastise her as her 
wont had been erst, & looked 
to see Birdalone rebel against 
her; but it fell out otherwise, 
for Birdalone submitted her¬ 
self to her meekly and with a 
cbeerfulcountenance.Hndtbis 
also was a terror to the witch, 
who deemed, as indeed it was, 
that the purpose was grow¬ 
ing in her thrall. So from that 
time she meddled with her no 
more. HU this while, as may be 
thought, Birdalone went yet 
oftener to the Oak of Cryst, 
despite frost and snow and 
wind, and gat much lore of 
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her wood/motber, and learned 
wisdom abundantly. Hnd ber 
days were happy. 

Chapter XVXXX. Of Spring- 
tide and the JMind of Bird- 
alone,i£,4* 

was the win/ 
ter gone and the 
spring/tide come 
again, and with 
the blossoming 
loftbeeartbblos/ 
somedBirdalonealso.f'fougbt 
sweeter of flesh might she be 
than erst, but there was now 
anew majesty grown into ber 
beauty ; ber limbs were round/ 
ed, ber body fulfilled, ber skin 
sleeked and whitened; and if 
any mother's son bad beheld 
ber feet as they trod the mea¬ 
dow besprinkled with saffron 
and daffodil, ill bad it gone 
with him were be gainsaid the 
kisses of them, though fbrtbe 
kissing bad be fared the worse 
belike. 

H RHC spring/tide,amidst 
of Hpril, she followed 
the witch/wife down to 
the Sending Boat for the third 
time; fit there went everything 
as erst, and she deemed now 
that the lesson was welt learn/ 
ed, and that she was well/nigb 
as wise as the witch herself 
therein. 

the day after she 
went about somewhat 
pensive, as though a 


troublous thought were on 
her; fit when, three days there/ 
after, she met the wood/mo- 
tber, she spake to ber even as 
they parted, & said: JMotber, 
m uch wisdom bast thou learn/ 
ed me, and now this at the last 
withal, that hitherto there has 
been shame in my life; fit now 
fain were X to be done with it. 
jfiPfair child, said Habundia, 
little is the shame though this 
woman bath had the upper 
hand of thee fit bath used thee 
cruelly: bowmigbtest thou, a 
child, strive with ber ? But now 
X see and know that there is 
an end of that; that she f ear- 
etb thee now, and will never a- 
gain raise a hand against thee 
save thou fall wholly into ber 
power; as thou sbaltnot,my 
child. Be comforted then for 
what is gone byl^JVay, mo¬ 
ther, said Birdalone, it is not 
that which troubletb me;for,as 
thou sayest, what else might 
X do? But thy wisdom which 
thou hast set in my heart hath 
learned me that for these last 
months X have been meeting 
guile with guile and lies with 
lies. Hnd now will X do so no 
more, lest X become a guile¬ 
ful woman, with nought good 
in me save the fairness of 
my body, ^therefore hearken, 
sweet mother 1 Sdhat is done, 
is done; but when it cometb 
to the day, which is speed- 








ily drawing nigh, that I must 
part from thee, it may he fora 
lon g while, then will 1 not fare 
to the Sending Boat by night 
and cloud & with hidden head, 
but will walh thither in broad 
day, and let that befall which 
must befall, 

jRH]sreeDi:ne^ f>a- 
bundia’s face and be¬ 
came haggardandwoe- 
ful, and she cried out: O if X 
could but weep, as ye children 
of Hdam f O my grief and sor¬ 
row f Child, child 1 then will be¬ 
tide that falling in to her hands 
which Xspake of e'en now; and 
then shall this wretch, this 
servant of evil, assuredly slay 
thee there & then, or will keep 
thee to torment thee till thy 
life be but a slow death. ]^ay, 
nay, do as X should do, and 
fare with hidden head, and my 
ring on thy finger. Or else, O 
child, how wilt thou hurt met 

I XROHJvOjNTB wept; but 
presently she fell to 
caressing the mother’s 
hand, & said: Chis is thy do¬ 
ing, wherein thou hast made 
me wise* Yet fear not; for X 
deem that the witch/wife will 
not slay me, whereas she look/ 
eth to have some gain of me; 
moreover, in the evil of her 
heart is mingled some love 
toward me, whereof, as erst X 
told thee, X have a morsel of 
compassion* JMother, she will 




not slay me; and X say that 
she shall not torment me, fbr 
X will compel her to slay me 
else* Xt is my mind that she 
will let me go Said the mo¬ 
ther : Yea, may happen, y et bu t 
as a bird with a string to its 
leg JS? Xf it be so, said Bird- 
alone, then let my luck prevail 
over her guile; as well it may 
be, since X have known thee, O 
wise mother f 

hB wood/wife hung her 
head & spake nought for 
a while; then she said: X 
see that thou wilt have it so, 
and that there is something 
in thine heart which we, who 
are not children of Hdam, may 
not understand; yet once wert 
thou more like unto us.J'fow all 
X may say is, that thou must 
rule in this matter, and that X 
am sad* 

hBfT she looked down 
again & presently rais/ 
ed a brighter face, and 
said: Belike all shall be better 
than Xthought.Chenshe kis¬ 
sed Birdalone and they parted 
for that time* 

Chapter XXX. Chey bid fare/ 
well, Birdalone and tbedood/ 
mother^t^ 

30 ttt HpRXkwas 
[gone, and ]May 
was come with 
the thorn a/btos/ 
soming,& there 
was Birdalone 
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waxing still in loveliness. Hnd 1 
now the witch had left alt gird/ 
ing at her even, and spake to 
her but little, save when she 
needs must. But to Birdalone 
Itseemed that she watchedher 
exceeding closely. 

HRDHCOj^Gwentoftto 
the wood, & learned yet 
: more of lore: but of the 
matter of the Departure, bow 
it was to be gone about they 
spake no more, and great was 
the love betwixt them. 

)C last when JMay was 
’worn nightojkine came 
Birdalone to the Oak of 
Cryst, and found the wood- 
mother there; & when they bad 
talked awhile, but ever from 
the teeth out, spake Rabun- 
dia: Chough thou be now the 
wiser of us two maybe, yet 
haveX wisdom to wot that this 
is the hour of our sundering, 
&tbat to/morrow thou wilt try 
the adventure of the Sending 
Boat: is it not so ?^Yea, mo/ 
tber, said Birdalone;!. bid thee 
farewell now: woe ism e there¬ 
for! j0 Said Rabundia: Hnd 
thou wilt deliver thyself into 
the bands of the witch, wilt 
thou,as thou saidst that other 
day ? jg?Quotb Birdalone: Xs it 
not wisdom, dear mother, if X 
trust in my goodbap ?^Hlas, 
said the mother, it may be so 
when all is said.But O my sad 
heart 1 and bow X fear for tbee! 





/Y mother, my mother! 
said Birdalone, that X 
' should make the days 
grievous unto thee! and thou 
who hast made my days so 
joyous! But now canst thou 
not say of thy wisdom that we 
shall m eet again ? 

?RG wood/woman sat 
down, and let her bead 
y fall over her knees, and 
was silent a long while: then 
she rose up and stood before 
Birdalone, and said: Yea, we 
shall meet again, howsoever it 
may be.Cet us depart with that 
sweet word in the air between 
us. Yetfirst thou shalt give me 
a tressof thine hair, asXdid to 
tbee when first we met; for by 
means of it may X know to¬ 
morrow bow thou bast sped. 
rVej* so did Birdalone, 
and this was the end of 
their talk, save broken 
words of lamentation as they 
said farewell. Hnd therewith 
for that while they sundered. 
Chapter XX. Of Birdalone & 
the Sending Boat^Jt^Jt 
55^sg^gXRDH co jve 
woke up in the 
morning,&arose 
and clad herself, 
and she saw not 

_ tbewiteb/wifein 

the chamber, though her bed 
looked as if it bad been slept 
in, Birdalone accounted little 
thereof, whereas the dame 














would oft go on one errand or 
another much betimes in the 
morning. “Y^t was she some¬ 
what glad, for she was nowise 
wisbf ulforawranglewttb her. 
Sditbal,despite her valian cy, as 
may well be thought, she was 
alla/flutter with hopes & fears, 
and must needs refrain her 
body from overmuch quaking 
andrestlessnessifshemight. 

■ OCdsbe mingled the tress 
of the wood/mother's 
hair with her own batr, 
but deem edit nought perilous 
to leave theringyet sewn to her 
smock: she set some deal of 
bread & flesh in her scrip, lest 
bervoyageshouldbelong,and 
then all simply stepped over 
the thresholdof the Rouse of 
her Captivity. 

RC wen t straight to the 
PspSj jjj strandafbresaid, seeing 
/J^^^g nouaht of the witch- 
wife by the way; and when she 
came there, was about to turn 
straightway to her left hand 
down to the creek, when it cam e 
into her mind that she would 
first swim over to Green Byot 
for this last of times, for the 
eyot indeed she loved,&deem/ 
ed it her own, since never had 
her evil dream, the witch, set 
foot thereon. JVIoreover, she 
said to herself that the cool 
lake would allay the fever of 
her blood, and make her flesh 
firmer and less timorous for 


the adventure. Hndagain, that 
if the witch should see her 
from afar, as she could scarce 
fail to do, she would deem the 
maiden was about her wonted 
morning swimming, & would 
be the less like to spy on her. 

H O now, when she had let 
her garments slip from 
off her on to the sand 
close to the water's edge, she 
stood a while, with her feet 
scarce covered by the little rip/ 
pie of the bight, to be a token 
of safety to her mistress. Co 
say sooth,now it was come so 
nigh to the deed, she shrank 
aback a little, and was fain to 
dally with the time, and, if it 
mightbe,thrustsomethingof 
no import betwixt her and the 
terror of the last moment. 

■ OHI she took the water, 
&rowedstrongly with 
her lovely limbs till she 
came to the eyot,and there she 
went aland, and visited every 
place which had been kind to 
her; and kissed the trees and 
flowers that had solaced her, 
and once more drew the birds 
and rabbits to sport with her; 
till suddenly it came into her 
bead that the time was wearing 
overfast. Chen she ran down 
to the water and plunged in, 
and swam over to the stran d as 
fastas sbemtght,& camealand 
there,tbinkingof nothing less 
than what bad befallen* 
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OR lot when she looked 
around for her raiment 
and her scrip,it was no¬ 
where to be seen; straightway 
then it came into her mind, as 
in one flash, that this was the 
witch’s work; that she had di¬ 
vined this deed of the flight, 
and had watched her, & taken 
the occasion of her nakedness 
and absence that she might 
draw her back to the Rouse of 
Captivity. Hnd this the more 
as the precious ring was sewn 
to Birdalone’s smock, and the 
witch would have fbunditthere 
when she handled theraiment. 

B XRDHkOjNB wasted no 
time in seeking for the 
lost; she looked down on 
to the smooth sand, and saw 
there footprints which were 
not her own, & all those went 
straight back home to the 
house. Chen she turned, & for 
one moment of time looked 
up toward the house, and saw 
plainly the witch come outa- 
doors, & the sun flashed from 
something brighttn her hand. 
R6]Nf indeed she made no 
stay, but set off running 
at her swiftest along the 
water/side toward the creek & 
the Sending Boat. Hs is afore/ 
said she was as fleet/foot as a 
deer, so but in a little space of 
timeshe had come to the creek, 
and leapt into the boat, pant¬ 
ing & breathless. She turned 
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and looked hastily along the 
path her feet had just worn, & 
deemed she saw a fluttering 
and flashing coming along it, 
but some way off; yet was not 
sure, for her eyes were dizzy 
with the swiftness of herfligbt 
and the hot sun & the hurry of 
her hearty Chen she looked 
about a moment confusedly, 
for she called to mind that in 
hernakednessshe had neither 
knife, nor scissors, nor bod¬ 
kin to let her blood withal. But 
even therewith close to hand 
she saw hanging down a stem 
of half/dead briar/rose with 
big thorns upon it; she hastily 
tore off a length thereof and 
scratched her left arm till the 
bloodflowed,& stepped light/ 
ly first to stem and then to 
stern & besmeared them there* 
with.Chen she sat down on the 
thwart and cried aloud: 

Che red raven/wine now 
Rast thou drunk, stem & bow; 
Chen wake and awake 
Hnd the wonted way take f 
Che way of the Slender 
forth over the flood, 
for the will of the Sender 
is blent with the blood. 


H CHRCe had she time to 
wonder if the boat would 
obey her spell ere it be¬ 
gan to stir beneath her,& then 
glided out in to the lake& took 
its way over the summer ripple, 





going betwixt Green Gyotand 
the mainland, as if to weather 
the western ness of the eyot: 
Aitwentnotastonecastfrom 
the shore of tbesaidmainland. 
Hr R6R to meet it now 
cometb the witch, run¬ 
ning along the bank, 
berskirts flying wild about her, 
&a heavy short/sword gleam/ 
mg in her hand, Rer furious 
running she stayed over a - 
gain st the boat,& cried out in a 
voice broken for lack of breath: 

Back over the flood 
ro the house by the woodf 
Back unto thy rest 
Xn the alder nest! 
for the blood of the Sender 
lies warm on thy bow, 
flnd the heart of the Slender 
is weary as now. 

JttC she saw that the 
Sending Boat heed¬ 
ed her words nothing, 
whereas it was not her blood 
thatbadawakenedit,butBird/ 
alone’s jfi? "Chen cried out the 
witch: O child, childf say the 
spell and come back to mef to 
me, who have reared thee and 
loved thee and hoped in thee! 
O come back t 


lone heed her prayer? She saw part X. Of 
the sax withal bad her heart the Rouse of 

forgotten, berflesbmigbtwell Captivity 
remember. She sat still,nor so 
much as turned her head to¬ 
ward the witch/wife. 

jRBN CHJMB wild yelling 



words from the witch’s 
mouth, and she cried: Go 
then, naked and outcast! Go 
then,naked fbolf & come back 
hither after thou hast been un/ 
der the bands of the pitiless! 
Hb, it bad been better for thee 
bad X slain thee f^Hnd there/ 
with she whirled the sax over 
her bead & cast it at Birdalon e. 
^But now bad the boat turn¬ 
ed its bead toward the ness of 
Green Gyot and was swiftly 
departing, so that Birdalone 
but half heard the last words 
of the witeb/wife, and the sax 
fell flashing into the water far 
astern. 

■ RSRB the witch stood 
tossing her arms and 
screaming, wordless; 
but no more of her saw Bird- 
alone, for the boat came round 
about tbeness of Green Byot, 
and there lay the Great Slater 
under the summer heavens all 
wide and landless before her. 
Bar bow should Birda- Hnd it was now noon of day. 

Here ends the first part of the Slater of the Slon- 
drous Isles, which is called Of the Rouse of Captiv¬ 
ity. Hnd now begins the Second part, which is called 
Of the Sion drous Isles,*!**? 
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cfiB oihcbr Of crb atojroRoasxscBSE^^E 
crb seco]srD phrc: of crb skondrocis xscbs 

Chapter X. Che first Xsle^^ 


& nought to tell of* Xt was but 
wave and sky and the familiar 
fowl of the lake, as coot, and 
mallard,& heron,andnowand 
then a swift wood/dove goin g 
her ways from shore to shore; 
two gerfalcons she saw also, 
an osprey,&a great em on bis 
errand high up aloft. 

B []XRDHCO]sre waked in 
j her loneliness till the 
3 day was spent, & some/ 
what worn of the night; then 
she fell asleep for weariness; 
but so it was,that before dusk 
she bad deemed that a blue 
cloud lay before her in the of¬ 
fing which moved not. 

■ RB slept the sbortnigbt 
through, and was awak/ 
ened by the boat smiting 
against something, and when 
her eyes opened she saw that 
she was come aland&that the 
sun was just risen. She stood 
up,&fortbefirstminutewon/ 
dered where she was, and she 
beheld her nakedness & knew 
not what it meant; then she 
loosened her hair, and shook 
its abundance all about ber,& 
thereafter she turned her eyes 
on this new land and saw that 
it was fair and goodly JP Che 
flowery grass came down to the 
very water, and first was a fair 
meadow/land besprinkled with 
big ancient trees; thence arose 
slopes of vineyard, and orcb- 


ecXDBO BXRDHJvO^B 
over the lake & was come forth 
from the fiouse of Captivity; 
it might well be that she was 
[ but swimming unto death; na/ 
bed as she was, fireless, food/ 

9 less,andbelpless,atthemercy 
of mere sorcery. Yet she called 
to mind the word of the wood/ 
mother that they should meet 
again, and took heart thereby; 
& she was glad in that she had 
bad her will, & shaken off the 
guile & thraldom of the witch, 
jviucb she thought of the wood/ 
j] mother, and loved her, & won- 
1 dered had she yet sought into 
H & seen her welfare by the burn/ 
[ling of a hair of that tress of 
I hers; & therewith she looked 
Jon that tress of fiabundia’s 
A hair and kissed it. 
j] day the Sen ding Boat 

j sped on, and she saw no land 
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ard and garden; and, looking 
down on all, was a great SIbite 
Rouse, carven and glorious* H 
little air of wind bad awakened 
with tbe sunrise,and bore the 
garden sweetness down to ber; 
& warm it was after tbe chill of 
tbe wide water* ffo other land 
could she see when she looked 
lakeward thence* 

HHIgjf RB stepped ashore, & 
ieS sf stoodankle/deep in tbe 
ffiHilsr sweet grass, & looked 
about ber for a while, and saw 
no shape of man astir.Sbewas 
yet weary, and stiff with abid¬ 
ing so long amongst tbe bard 
ribs of tbe boat,so she laid ber / 
self down on tbe grass, an d its 
softness solaced ber; and pre/ 
sently she fell asleep again* 
Chapter XX. Birdalone falletb 
in with new fr iends^^ 

SRB next 

r aw °ke, tbe sun 
¥ Hi was not yet high, 

1 g fitg, E andtbe morning 

i y° un $> shc 

stood upon ber 
feet much refreshed by that 
short slumber. She turned to/ 
ward tbe bill & tbe gay bouse, 
& saw one comtngover tbemea/ 
dow to ber, a woman to wit, in 
a shining golden gown, and as 
she drew nigh Birdalone could 
see that she was young & fair, 
tall, wbite/skinned and hazel- 
eyed, with long red hair danc¬ 
ing all about ber as she trip¬ 


ped lightly & merrily over the 
greensward. 

■ OKU SRB comes up to 
Birdalon e with wonder 
in ber eyes,and greets 
ber kindly, & asked ber of ber 
name, and Birdalone told it all 
simply; &tbenew/comer said: 
Cttbat errand bast thou hither, 
that tbou art cometbus naked 
and atone in this ill /omened 
ferry ^Birdalone trembled at 
ber words, though she spake 
kindly to her,and she said: Xt 
is a long story, but fate drave 
me thereto, and misery, and X 
knewnotwbitberX was bound* 
But is there no welcome for 
me in this lovely land? X lack 
not deftness wholly; & X will 
be a servant of servants, and 
ask no better if it must be so* 
j? Said tbe new/comer: Clnto 
that mayst tbou come; but 
sore will be tby servitude. X 
fear me tby welcome here may 
be but evil JP Said Birdalone: 
«nit tbou not tell me bow so ? 
jS?Quoth that lady: <dc know 
tby ferry here, that it is tbe 
craft wherein cometb hither 
now & again tbe sister of our 
lady tbe Queen, into whose 
realm tbou art now come, and 
who livetb up in tbe white pa¬ 
lace yonder, & whom we serve. 
Hnd meseems tbou wilt not 
have come hither by ber leave, 
or tbou wouldst be in other 
guise than this; so that belike 
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thou wilt be the runaway of 
thy mistress.^dheref ore X fear 
that thou wilt be sent bach 
to thy said mistress after a 
while, and that that while will 
be grievous to thee, body and 
soul. 


H PXRDHLome’s heart 
5 sank, and she was pale 
JJ and trembling; but she 
said: O dear lady,mightXthen 
depart as X have come hither, 
without the wotting of this 
Queen f after thou hast given 
me a morsel of bread, for X am 
hungry JSf Said the gold/clad 
one, loohing on her pitifully: 
Nay, maiden, X cannot choose 
but bring thee before our mis/ 
tress, whereas most lihe she 
hath already seen thee from a/ 
bove there.for she is far/sight/ 
ed beyond the wont of folk who 
bemoremanlihe.Butasforthe 
bread, see thou 1 Xhave brought 
a manchet in my pouch, and 
cheese withal, as X came hurry/ 
ing; for X thought, she will be 
hungry ^Hnd she reached the 
victual out to her. flnd Bird- 
alone tooh tt<& hissed the gold/ 
en lady's hands, & she might 
not refrain her tears, but wept 
as she ate. 


the gol/ 

AiwawH den lady spahe unto 
i her & said: Neverthe¬ 


less, thou poor maiden, some/ 
what may be done for thine 
helping, and X will presently 
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speah to my sisters thereon, 
who are, both of them, wiser 
than X, Sisters by blood are 
we not, but by love and fel¬ 
lowship. Hnd X doubt not but 
that as we go up into the house 
we shall happen upon them in 
the garden.ButnowXlook up¬ 
on thee, how fair a woman art 
thouf 

B fiOtl art hind & friend¬ 
ly, said Btrdalone, smil¬ 
ing amidst of her tears; 
might! know by what name to 
call so dearawoman ?jgrChou 
shalt call me Hurea, said the 
other; and my next sister is 
Viridis, & the third Htra; for 
that is according to the hues of 
our raiment, and other names 
we have not now. Hnd lo 1 here 
cometh Viridis over the mea¬ 
dow. 


XRI>HJvON€ looked,& 
saw a woman coming 
toward them clad all in 
green, with a rose/wreath on 
her head. Hnd she drew nigh, 
and greeted Birdalone kindly, 
and she also was a very beau¬ 
teous woman; not great of 
body, whereas Hurea was tall 
and big/made, though excel¬ 
lently shapen. flight brown & 
goodly waved of hair was Viru 
dis, her eyes brown, andrather 
long than great; her lips full 
and ruddy, her cheeks soft& 
sweet & smooth, and as rosy/ 
tinted pearl; her hands small 













and delicate of fashion; her 
whole body sof t/shapen as an 
egg;a hind, wheedling looh her 
face bore. 

she bad loohed 
a while on Birdalone, 
she hissed her, and 
said: X would thou wert hap¬ 
pier, for thou art beauteous, 
and all but the evil must love 
thee therewith she drew a 
cate from her pouch, and said: 
Sat somewhat, for thou wilt 
be hungry; and let us go meet 
our other sister, who is wiser 
than we. 

O "CRBY went, all three 
of them,and came from 
off them eadow on to the 
garden/slopes, and at the en¬ 
try thereof was come Htra to 
meet them; she was clad all in 
blach, a tall, slim woman, with 
the grace of the willow/bough 
in the wind, with darh plen¬ 
teous hair & grey bawh/eyes; 
her shin privet/wbite, with but 
little red in her cheehs. She 
also greeted Birdalone hindly, 
but sadly withal. She gave her 
strawberries to eat laid on a 
big hale/blade; and she said: 
Sisters, here are we bidden by 
the trees, and cannot be seen 
from the bouse; therefore we 
may sit here for a minute or 
two, while we talk together as 
to wbatmay perchance be done 
for the helpin g of this unbap/ 
py maiden, who is so fair and 
ei 




lovely, & bath strayed into so 
ugly atrap^Cben she said to 
Birdalone; Hbou must hnow, 
poorwanderer,tbattbisQueen, 
our mistress, who is sister to 
the <8itcb Cinder the Stood, 
is big and strong, well/made, 
& white/shinned, so that she 
deems herself a Qu een of all 
beauty: heen/eyed is she to 
seeaflywbereotberswouldsee 
nought smaller than a coney; 
fine/eared withal; wise in wiz¬ 


ardry; not altogether dull/wit/ 
ted, though she be proud, and 
crueller than the cruellest.But 
herein she failetb, that her 
memory is of the shortest for 
matters of the passing bour,al/ 
beit she remembers her spells 
& witeb/songs over welt. But 
other matters will scarce a- 
bide in her bead for four and 
twenty hours, (Wherefore, sis/ 
ters,if wemay heepthismaiden 
ou tof her sight (after she bath 
seen her and given doom upon 
her) till the deadof to/morrow 
night, we may perchance do 
some good for her; and it is in 
my mind that then she may do 
good for us also* 

B SO0I they rejoiced in this 
R word of Htra the wise; & 
v Htra prayedBirdalone to 
tell them somewhat more of 
her story; and she told them 
much; but, wbyso it were, she 
said nought concerning the 
wood /wife, whose outward 
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semblance was the same as 
bersXhen they pitied her, and 
caressed her; but Htra said: 
Ulc must tarry here no more, 
but go straight up to the lady, 
or maybe we shall lose all* 

O they went their ways & 
came into the pleasance, 
& trod the sweet green/ 
swardbetwixtthegarlandflow/ 
ers and the beauteous trees; 
which nowindeed,though Bird/ 
alone saw them all clear & over/ 
clear, were become nought to 
her. Chose three also spake 
gently to her, and now & then 
asked her somewhat, as if to 
show her that she was one of 
themselves; butshe spake not, 
or answered at random, an d to 
say sooth scarce heard their 
words: forsooth she was now 
become heart/sick, & was half 
dead for fear; & her nak edness, 
which would have troubled her 
little across the water, was 
now grown a shame & a terror 
unto her, and every deal of her 
body quivered with the an¬ 
guish thereof. 

,4* Chapter XXX. Birdalone is 
brought before the ditch - 
wife’s Sister^ ,4* 

OCHJMCtbey at 
last to the very 
house, ^whereas 
it stood high on 
the bent, a great 
stairorperronof 
stone went up to it, and was of 


much majesty Chey went 
through the porch, which was 
pillaredand lovely ,& cameinto 
a great hall most nobly build- 
ed, and at the other end there¬ 
of, on a golden throne raised 
upon a dais, sat a big woman 
clad in red scarlet. Che three 
damsels led Birdalone to some 
four paces of the great lady,& 
then stood away from her,and 
left her standing there alone, 
the scarlet/clad woman before 
her; on the right & the left the 
tall pillars going up gleaming 
toward the roof, andabout her 
feet the dark polished pave¬ 
ment, with the wallowing of 
strange beasts and great ser¬ 
pents and dragons all done on 
the coal/blue ground. 

^FjejSfshewas so left 
alon e, at first she tot/ 
tered, and went nigh 
to falling; but then came back 
some little heart to her, as she 
said to herself that now she 
should verily die once for all, & 
thatnolongwhilewouldbethe 
passing from life into death. 
She looked up and beheld the 
lady/witch,thatshe was some/ 
what like to her sister, white/ 
skinned andof plenteous gol- 
den/hairas was she,bu ty oung/ 
er of aspect, and nowise so ill/ 
looked as that other had now 
become; for somewhat well- 
shapen of body she was; but 
her face forbidding; her low- 







er Up thrust out, her cheeks 
flaggy and drooping, her eyes 
tittle more than half open; to 
be short, a face both proud, 
foolish, and cruel; terrible in¬ 
deed, sitting in judgment in 
that place on a shrinking nak¬ 
ed creature. 

■ OCCl SR€ spake; and if 
there were no majesty or 
solemnity in the voice, 
there was ugly glee and malice 
therein; but she said to those 
damsels; Is this the woman 
that my keen eyes beheld come 
aland from my sister's Send¬ 
ing Boat e'en now? jgFHurea 
knelt on one knee, and said: 
Yea, so please you, my lady. 
ffiBN said the witch: 
Ro thouf dilt thou 
plead some errand hi¬ 
ther from my 8ister?Dost thou 
deem me so witless as not to 
know that if she had sent thee 
hither thou wouldst not have 
come in this plight ? JSfay, X 
know; thou hast stolen thy¬ 
self from her: thou art a thief, 
and as a thief Shalt thou be 
dealt with. 

tpHKB Birdalone in a 
clear voice; ]No errand 

_’ do! feign from thy sis/ 

ter, lady; when X cou Id bear my 
life there no longer, X took oc¬ 
casion to flee from her: this is 
all the tale. Yet once and again 
it hath been in my mind that it 
was thy sister who stole me 

C2 






from them that loved me. 
JHR,thrall 1 said the lady, 
thou art bold; thou art 
I over/bold, thou naked 
wretch, to bandy words with 
me. 3dhat heed X thy tale now 
thou art undermy hand ?^Rer 
voicewas coldrather thanfierce, 
yet was there the poison of ma/ 
lice therein jflPBut Birdalone 
spake: Xf X be bold, lady, it is 
because X see that X have come 
into the Rouse of Death, T^be 
dying may well be bold. 

Re Rouseof Deathfcried 
the stupid lady; and wilt 
thou call my noble house 
the Rouse of Death? JSow art 
thou no longer bold, stripped 
thrall, but impudent. 

jCOR]^ rose into Birda/ 
lone' heart at this word, 
but she refrained her, & 
spake: X meant that X have 
stirred the wrath in thee, and 
that thou wiltslay me therefor; 
and that itavaileth not to crave 
mercy of thee. 

■ HCt©R€D'CReiady: 
“Chou art a fool, thrall, 
said she; if a sparrow 
fled hither from my sister, X 
should not wring its neck, but 
keepitforher.SosbaUXdowitb 
thee. X shall not slay thee, and 
so destroy my sister's chattel; 
nor shall! spoil thee, & spoil 
her possession. X shall send 
thee back unto her, the stolen 
thrall in the stolen boat, when 

5i 



part XX. Of 
the <Hon- 
drousXsles 




X have teamed thee a lesson 
here, forsooth it was for that 
cause meseemeth that she let 
thee slip through her fingers, 
for she is wise enough to have 
stayed thee from this holiday 
had she willed it* But she is 
tender/hearted, and hind, and 
soft, & might well deem that 
if thy chastisement were done 
to her hand here,it were better 
done than by her mercy. JSow, 
thrall, X have spohen enough 
to thee, or more than enough: 
get thee bach out of earshotl 
Chapter XV, Of the ditch’s 
prison in thedailing/Cower. 

XRDHLOJsredtd 
as she was bid¬ 
den, & the witch 
called unto her 
Htra,whocame& 
stood humbly on 
the footpace beside her, and 
held converse with her mis¬ 
tress a while. “Chen she went 
bach ward from her a little, and 
then came toBirdalone, and in 
a somewhat harsh voice bade 
her come with her. Birdalone 
followed her, quahtng, & they 
came out of the hall and into 
a long passage, which led to 
a wide stair winding round a 
newel; and all was builded ex/ 
ceeding fair, had Btrdalone’s 
heart suffered her eyes to see 
it; but her flesh was weah,and 
quahed before the torment to 
come, so that her hnees welt/ 


nigh failed her. 

B tlCnowHtralaysa hand 
hindly on her shoulder 
and stays her, and says: 
I'fowmeseems the walls of the 
*Hailing/Cower,for so it htght, 
have no ears to hear, and we 
may talk together. ^Hottest 
thou why X have brought thee 
hither ?jg? Said Birdalone in a 
faint voice: fiast thou been 
bidden to whip me?i^Hnd if X 
had been so bidden, dear maid/ 
en, saidHtra laughing, nowise 
would X do it. ftold up thine 
heart f for all hath gon e well so 
far,andnowmeseems betwixt 
us three we shall save thee. 

■ IRDHJvO^e’S spirit 
cam e bach to her at that 
word, and she put her 
hands to her face&fell a/weep/ 
ing. But Htra was hind to her 
andmademuchofher;andshe 
hissed herandwiped her tears, 
and Birdalone smiled again a- 
midsthersobs,&shethanhed 
Htra; who said to her: first of 
all X must tell thee that X am 
tahing thee to prison by the 
witch’s bidding J? Yea, said 
Birdalone,& what is prison 
Said Htra: H prison is a grim 
place where poor folh who have 
done that which pleaseth not 
rich folh are shut up,that they 
may begrieved&tormented by 
not being able to fare abroad, 
or go where they would; and 
by suffering whatsoever their 











masters may lay upon them,as 
darkness, and cold, & hunger, 
and stripes* Somewhat so, or 
worse, our lady would have it 
for thee; but so would not we* 
therefore for thee shall this 
prison be a place where thou 
shalt be safe till we may bring 
thee forth when the night hath 
worn towards its ending* for 
she will have forgotten thee by 
to/morrow; & this she know- 
eth; wherefore justnow, when 
thou stoodest out of earshot, 
she was bidding me, amongst 
othermatters,to bringthee be' 
fore her to/morrow morning, 
& tell her the tale of thee, that 
she might call it to mind then 
whatshehadwilltothismom/ 


ing. 


.^U 6H, said Eirdalone, but 
KgR will she not remember 



that she hath given thee 
a charge con cerningme ?^But 
little thereof, said Htra, and 
with a few words X may easily 
confuse her memory so that 
speech thereon will fail her* 
Keep up thine heart,sweetling; 
but let us up this stair now 
forthwith, for X were fain to 
have thee hid away in this pri¬ 
son, & then will X down to her 
and tell her that thou art lying 
therein in all misery & terror, 
lest it come into her head to 


send for thee ere her memory 
is grown dim. 



GHXN did Birdalone 
take heart, and they 
hastened a long way 
up the stair, till Htra stayed 
at last at a door all done with 
iron, endlong and overthwart. 
'Chen she took a leash of keys 
from her girdle, one big & two 
tittle, and set the big one in the 
lock and turned it, and shoved 
the heavy door&entered there/ 
by a chamber four/square and 
vaulted; and the vault was up/ 
held by a pillar of red marble, 
wherein,somewhat higher than 
aman’s head,were set stanchi/ 
ons of latten, that could be 
clasped and unclasped. "Chis 
chamber was in a way goodly, 
but yet grim to look on; for the 
walls were all of black ashlar 
stone close/jointed, and the 
floor black also, but of marble 
polished so wholly that it was 
as dark water, & gave back the 
imageof Birdalone's dear feet 
and legs as she went thereon. 
T^he windows were not small, 
and the chamber was light in 
every corner because of them, 
but they were so high up under 
the vaulting that none might 
see thereout aught save the 
heavens^Inhere was nought 
in the chamber save a narrow 
bench of oak and three stools 
of the same, a great & stately 
carven chair dight with cush¬ 
ions of purple and gold, & in 
one comer a big oaken cofFer. 

53 


part XX* Of 
the Cdon- 
drousXsIes 


e3 



part XX. Of 
the<Hon- 
drous Xsles 


■ OSI spake Htra: Chis is 
our lady's prison, andX 
fear me we cannot make 
it soft for thee, dear stranger. 
Yea, X must tell thee (and she 
reddened therewith) that it is 
part of my charge to set thee 
in irons jfi? Birdalone smiled 
on her, and was over weary to 
ask what that meant, though 
she knew not^ButHtra went 
to the big coffer and opened it 
and thrust in her hands, and 
there was a jan gling therewith, 
and when she turned about to 
Birdalone again she had iron 
chains in her hands, and she 
said: Chis shametb me, dear 
f ri end;yet if thou wouldstwear 
them it might be well, for she 
may have amindtogovisither 
prison,^ if she find thee there 
unshackledshe shall be wroth, 
and of tenest her wrath hath a 
whip in its hand. Hnd these are 
the lightest that X might find. 

B sgXRDflkOJNre smileda- 
gain,and spake not,for 
m she was very weary, & 
Htra did the irons on her wrists 
and her ankles; andsaid there/ 
after: Yet bear in mind that it 
is a friend that hath the key of 
these things, Hnd now X will 
go away for a little, but X shall 1 
be on thine errands; for first 
X shall tell the mistress that 
thou art lying here shack led & 
in all wan hope; and next, by 
the will and command of ber,X 





am to see that thou be well fed 
& nourished to/day that thou 
mayst be the stronger for to¬ 
morrow, JSTow if Xmay give thee 
rede, it is that thou forbear to 
open the cofferyonder; forug/ 
ly thin gs Shalt thou find there, 
and that may dishearten thee 
again, 

RCRCSlX'Cfi she kiss¬ 
ed her kindly on the cheek 
and went her ways, & the 
great key turned in the lock be/ 
hind her. 

H HBRe then was Bird/ 
alone left to herself; & 
she was over weary e- 
ven to weep; true it is that she 
made a step or two towards the 
coffer, but refrained her, and 
took two of the pillows from 
the great chair and turned a- 
side into the other comer, her 
chains jingling as she went^ 
Chere she laid herself down, 
andnestled into the very wall/ 
nook, & presently fell asleep, 
and slumbered dreamlessly & 
sweetly a long while. 

Chapter V. Chey feast in the 
Pitch’s prison ,*£,4* 

XRDHkONG 
was awakened by 
thesoundof the 
key in the lock, & 
the door opened, 
& there was Htra 
bearing dishes and platters, 
and behind herViridis with the 
like gear, & beakers & a flagon 














to boot, and both they were 
smiting and merry. 

?IRDHJ~ON€'S heart 
leapt up to meet them, 
i and in especial was she 
gladdened by the coming of 
Viridis, who had seemed to be 
the kindest of them all. 

JXRXOXS spake: INowia 
come the meat for the 
dear sister, fit it is time, 
for surely thou art famished, 
and it is now long past high 
noon. Dooff her irons, HtrajfiP 
SaidHtra: JMay beitwere wellto 
let the fetters abide on her an¬ 
kles, lest the mistress should 
come; but for the wrists, reach 
out thine hands, wayfarer JP 
So did Birdalone, fit Htra laid 
her things on the ground, and 
unloched the hand/shackles, 
and did them off; and mean¬ 
while Viridis spread forth the 
banquet, partly on the floor, fii 
partly on that ilbomened cof- 
fer.'Cbensbe went up to Bird- 
alone and kissed her, and said: 
J^owsbalttbou sit in our lady’s 
throne, fit we shall serve thee, 
& thou shalt deem thee a great 
one. 

■ OdGFVCelsewouldthey 
have, and Birdalone laid 
her nakedness on the 
purple cushions, fit then they 
fell all three to the feast. 'Che 
victual was both plenteous & 
dainty, of venison and fowl, fit 
cream and fruits and sweet- 
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meats, fit good wine they had part XX. Of 
withal: never had Birdalone theCflon- 
ffeasted in like manner,and the drous Xsles 
heart came back unto her, and 
her cheeks grew rosy and her 
eyes glittered. But she said: 

Row if your lady were to come 
upon us here, and we so merry ? 
jg?Said Htra: Out of the chair 
must thou when thou hearest 
the key in the lock, and then is 
all well, and she would have 
nougbtagainstusjforsbeber/ 
self bade us,andme in special, 
to keep thee company here,and 
talk with thee; andHurea also 
would have been here, but that 
she is serving the lady as now. 

^Rathsbe then some pity on 
me, said Birdalone, that she 
hath bidden thee do by me 
what is most to my pleasure ? 

fcHaeneD vxrxdxs 

thereat, andHtra said; 

She hath no pity, nor 
ever shall have; but so bard of 
heart is she, that she may not 
deem that we could love thee, 
a stranger, and unhappy, who 
can serve us in nowise; so she 
f earetb not the abatement of 
thy grief from any compas¬ 
sion of us. Rather she bath 
sent us, and mein especial,not 
to comfort thee, but to grieve 
thee by words; for she btd- 
deth m e tell thee fair tales, for/ 
sooth, of what to/morrow shall 
be to thee, and the day after; 
and of how she shall begin on 
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thee, and what shall follow the 
beginning, & whatthou mayst 
look for after that, for by all 
this she deemetb to lower thy 
pride & abate thy valour, and 
to make every moment of to¬ 
day a terror to thy flesh and 
thy soul, so that thereby thou 
mayst thole the bitterness 
twice over. Such is her pity for 
tbeef Hndyet belike this cruel/ 
ty hath saved thee, for but for 
that she had not refrained her 
from thee to/day,&to/morrow 
thou shalt be far away from 
her. 



BHjramke, said Vi/ 
ridis in her soft sweet 
voice, none of all these 
things will we talk over with 
thee, but things comfortable 
and kind; and we will tell each 
to each of our story. Will we 
not, Htra?jffFYca> verily, said 
she. 


H IRDHLOT'JB looked up/ 
on them andsaid: Won¬ 
drous is your compas¬ 
sion & loving/kindness unto 
me, & scarce do I know bow to 
bear the burden thereof. But 
tell me one thing truly; will ye 
not suffer in my place when 
this witch cometb to know that 
ye have stolen me away from 
her? 


B HY, saidHtra,! have told 
thee that by to/morrow 
she will have altogether, 
or at least almost, forgotten 
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thee and thy coming hither. 
JMoreover, she is foreseein g,& 
bath come to know that if she 
raise a hand against any of us 
three, it will lead her to her 
bane, save it be for heavy guilt 
clearly proven against us.f or- 
sootb,in the earlier days of our 
captivity such a guilt we fell 
into, & did not wholly escape, 
asViridiscan bearme witness. 
But we are now grown wiser, 
and know our mistress better, 
and will give her no such joy. 
JlRIDIS cast her eyes 
] down at those words 
' and Htra’s smile, and 
turned red and then pale, and 
Birdalone looked on her won¬ 
dering whatailedher; then she 
said: Boy e sisters work in the 
field & the garden ? I mean at 
milking the kine & the goats, 
and digging the earth, & sow¬ 
ing and reaping, and the like, 
jg^fay, said Htra; either our 
mistress, orsomeone else who 
is of marvellous might, hath 
so ordained, that here every¬ 
thing waxetb of itself without 
tillage, or sowing or reaping, 
or any kind of tending; and 
whatso we need of other mat¬ 
ters the mistress taketb it for 
us from out of her Wonder- 
coffer, or suffereth us to take 
it for ourselves, for thou must 
know that this land is one of 
the Isles of the Lake, and is 
called the Isle of Increase Cln- 








sought. 

jeseejMecn then, 
said Birdalone, were 
the mistress of you to 
gainsay you the gifts of the 
Wonder/coffer,ye were undone 
jtfFYea, verily, said Htra; then 
would be but the fruits of the 
earth and the wild creatures 
for our avail, & these, we have 
not learned how to turn them 
into dinner and supper^Hnd 
they all laughed thereat; but 
Birdalone said: See ye then 
bow X was right to offer my¬ 
self unto you as a servant, fbr 
in all matters of the bouse and 
the byre and the field have X 
skill. But since ye would not 
or couldnot have me, X wonder 
not that ye be ill at ease here, 
& long to be gone, for as plen/ 
teous and lovely as the isle is, 
& though ye live here without 
present mishandling or pin¬ 
ing. for, sooth to say, ye have 
over you a tyrant and a fool. 

a SEffXRXOXS answered: Yet 
is there someth mg else, 
dearfriend,tbatwbets 
our longing to depart* "Cell her 
thereof, Htra. 

)CRH sm tledand said: 
Simple it is: there are 
they who long for us 
and for whom we long, and we 
would betogetberj^SaidBird/ 
alone: Be these kinsfolk of 
yours, as fathers, mothers, 
sisters, brothers,or the like? 



■ eDDeN€D Viridis a- 
gain; but Htra spake, 
and she also blushed 
somewhat, though she smil¬ 
ed: "Chose whom we love, and 
wholoveus,benotqueans,but 
cartes; neither be they of our 
blood,butaliens, till love over- 
cometb them & causetb them 
to long to be of one flesh with 
us; & their longing is beyond 
measure, and they desire our 
bodies, which they deem far 
fairer than belike they be. Hnd 
they would bed us, and beget 
children on us. Hnd all this we 
let them do with a good will, 
because we love them fortbeir 
might, and their truth, and the 
hotness of their love toward 
us* 



pOKeO Up Viridis 
thereat, and her eyes 
gleamed amidst the 
flushing of her cheeks, & she 
said: Sister, sister! even in 
such wise, & no other, as they 
desire us do we desire them; 
it is no mere good will toward 
them from us, but longing & 
hot love. 

■ OW must Htra blush no 
less than Viridis ;yetsbe 
but said: Xbave told thee 
hereof, Birdalone, because X 
deem that thou hast livedsimp/ 
ly & without the sight of men; 
but it is what all know in the 
world of the sons of Hdam jg? 
Said Birdalone: Chou sayest 
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sooth concerning me. Yet a- 
bout this love have X learned 
somewhat even ereto/day, and 
now,asyespeak&I,meseems 
the lore of it comes pouring in 
on me and fills my heart with 
its sweetness. Hnd O, to have 
such love from any, and with 
such love to be loved witbalt 
fGHR sister, said little 
| Viridis, fear not; such 
as thou sbaltnot failof 
the love of some man whom 
thou must needs love. Is it not 
so, sister Htra?^Said Htra: 
Yea; such lovesballcome unto 
her as surely as death. 

r F>€Y were silent now a 
little, and it was as if 
* some sweetincense had 
been burned within the cham¬ 
ber. for Birdalone, the colour 
came and went in her cheeks, 
her flesh quaked, her heart beat 
quick, and she was oppressed 
by the sweetness of longing. 
JMore daintily she moved her 
limbs, and laid foot to foot & 
feltthesleekness of her sides; 
and tender she was of her body 
as of that which should one 
day be so sorely loved. 

she spake timidly to 
the others, & said: each 
one of you then has a 
man who loves her, and longs 
forberandfornone else So 
it is, said Viridisj^Bow sweet 
that shall bef said Birdalone; 
and now all the more X wonder 
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that ye could trouble your¬ 
selves over me, or think of me 
once; and the kinder X think it 
of you. 



[BXO HXZRHsmilingon 
her: J^ay,now must the 

_cat be out of the bag, & 

Xmusttelltbeetbattbouartto 
think of usas chapmen who with 
our kindness would buy some/ 
thing of thee, to wit, that thou 
wouldst do an errand for us to 
those three lovers of ours J? 
Surely, said Birdalone, it were 
a little payment to set against 
your saving of my life and my 
soul; and hadXto go barefoot 
over red gleeds X would do it. 
Hnd yet, if X may go hence to 
your lovers, why not all three 
of you along with me? 

jHID Htra: for this rea¬ 
son ; thy ferry, the Send/ 
ingBoat, wherein ye came 
hither, is even somewhat akin 
to thy mistress and ours; and 
the m is tress here hath bann ed 
it against bearing us; an dnow, 
were we so much as to touch it, 
suchsore turmoil wouldarise, 
and such hideous noise as if 
earth and heaven were falling 
together; and the lady would 
be on us straightway, and we 
should be undone; and, as 
thou shalt hear presently, this 
hath been proved. But thou, 
thou art free of the said ferry, 
forsooth X wot not why thy 
mistress banned it not against 








thee; maybe because she deem/ 
ed not that thou wouldst dare 
to use it or even go anlgh it. 
?TRDHbONC consider¬ 
ed, & thought that even 
so it was; that the witch 
deemed that she would not 
dare use the Sending Boat,nor 
know how to, even If she came 
upon It, and that If she did so 
findlt, she would sicken herof 
the road thereto. So now she 
told her friends the whole tale 
thereof more closely than she 
had afore,save again what per/ 
tain ed to Rabundla; withal she 
told every word of what her 
mistress hadsald to heratthat 
time when she changed her In/ 
to a btnd.Hnd Vlrldls heard & 
wondered, and pitied her. But 
Htra sat somewhat downcast 
a while. "Chen she said: how¬ 
ever this may be, we will send 
thee forth to/morrow In the 
dawn, & take the risk of what 
may befall thereafter; andthou 
shalt bear a token for each of 
those three that love us. for 
we deem that they have not 
forgotten aught, but are still 
seeking us. 

?XRDHLO]Vesald:Cabat/ 
’ soever ye bldme,that will 
U do, and deem me your 
debtor still. But now X pray 
you, pleasure a poor captive 
somewhat more therein ? 
said they both; we be all ready 
thereto j0 Said the maiden: 




Cdould ye do so much as to 
tell me the tale of how ye came 
hither, & then how It hath been 
with you from your first com¬ 
ing until now?j^(Hlth a good 
will, said Htra; hearken 1 
Chapter VI. Htra tells of how 
they three came unto the Xsle 
of Increase Clnsought^/jt 
|C were bom and 
bred In the land 
that lies south- 
j west along this 
Great dater, & 
I we waxed happi¬ 
ly, & became fellows when we 
wereyetbutchlldren,andthus 
grew up dear friends Into mat- 
denhoodand woman hood.KIe 
were wooed by many men, but 
our hearts turned to none of 
them save un to three,who were 
goodly, kind, and valiant; and 
thoumayst call them the Gol/ 
den Knight, who Is Hurea’s 
man; the Green Knight, who Is 
man of Vlrldls; and my man, 
the Black Squire. But In this 
was un hap,that because of cer# 
tain feuds which had endured 
from old time, this love was 
perilous unto them and us; so 
that we lived In doubt and un¬ 
rest. 

JHJM6 a day, now three 
years ago, when the 
king of the whole land 
brought his folk Into our lake/ 
side country, and there held a 
court andamote In a fair great 
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meadow anigb to the water. 
But even as the mote was hal¬ 
lowed, and the peace of God 
proclaimed at the blast of the 
war/hom, came we three woe¬ 
ful ladies clad in black & knelt 
before the lord king,& prayed 
him hearken us. Hnd he deem/ 
ed that we were fair, so he had 
compassion on us, and raised 
us up, and bade us speak. 

■ O we told our tale, how 
that strife and wounds 
and death stood betwixt 
us and love; and we wept, & be/ 
wailed it, that our love must be 
slain because men were wroth 
with each other & not with us. 

B F)G KXJ'fG looked on us 
kindly ,& said: 5dho be the 
swains for whom these 
lovely damsels make such a 
piece of work ? j@ So we nam¬ 
ed them, & said that they were 
therein the mote ;and the king 
kn ew them for valiant men who 
had done him good service; & 
he cried out their names, and 
bade them stand forth out of 
the throng Jp So forth they 
stood,the Golden Knight,the 
Green Knight, and the Black 
Squire (and be also was now 
a knight); but now were they 
all three clad in black, and they 
were unarmed, save for their 
swords girtto tbetrsides,witb/ 
out which no man amongst us 
maycometotbemote,bebeba/ 
ron or earl or duke, or the very 
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lord king himself. 

H O the kinglookedupon us 
and tbem,& laughed and 
said: fair ladies,ye have 
got me by the nose, so needs 
must my body follow. Do ye 
three knights,whom X know for 
valiant men and true, take each 
his love by the hand, and let 
the weddin gs be to/morrow^ 
<8bo then were joyful but us ? 
But even at the word the king 
spake arose great turmoil in 
the mote, for they smote the 
feud and contention awake, & 
men thronged fbrwardagainst 
each other, and swords were 
drawn & brandished. But the 
king arose in bis place & spake 
long & deftly,& waxed exceed/ 
mg wroth, while none heeded 
him nor hearkened. Hnd there 
stood our three men, who laid 
no band to hilt, but abode heart/ 
whole by seeming amid the tu/ 
mult. Hnd lovely they were to 
look on. Ht last the wise men 
and old barons went between, 
& by fair words appeased the 
trouble, & the mote grew bush/ 
ed.'Chen spake the king:3dhat 
is this,my thanes ?I had deem/ 
ed that my foemen were far a- 
way, and that ye that here are 
were all friends unto me & urn 
to each other. But now must 
we try another rede there¬ 
with he turned unto our men 
and said: Yc champions,areye 
somuchin lovewitbkovetbat 





ye will fight for him ? Cbey 

all yeasaid that* and then the 
king said: 'Chen do X declare 
that these three will bold the 
field against all comers from 
matins till high noon* and that 
he who vanquished} any oneof 
them shall have his lady & wed 
her if he will,&, if be will* shall 
ransom her.flndtbis field shall 
be fougbten after two months' 
frist in these fair meadows, 
when X return from the outer¬ 
most marches of the south* 
wheretoXam now wending.But 
when the battle is done* then 
let all men bow to the judg¬ 
ment of God, whether be be 
well content or not, & this on 
peril of life and limb* Hndnow 
let there be deep peace between 
all men meanwhile? and if any 
break the peace, be be high or 
low* rich or unrich* churl or 
earl* X swear it by the souls of 
my fathers that he shall lose 
nought save bis life therefor* 
these words was there 
a rumour of yeasay*& all 
men were content, save 
we three poor maidens* into 
whose hearts bad now enter¬ 
ed fear of loss and death* 

B ar our kindreds on both 
sides were glad & proud* 
and they were not so bit# 
ter against us as they had been; 
they put band to pouch, & let 
rear for us a fair pavilion of 
painted timber* all bung with 


silk and pictured cloths Si Sa# 
racen tapestry* by the very lake 
side; and gay boats gaily be- 
digbt lay off the said pavilion 
for our pleasure; and when all 
was done* it yet lacked a half 
month of the day of battle* Si 
thither were we brought in tri/ 
umph by the kindreds on a fair 
day of May, Si there was not a 
sword or a spear amongst the 
whole company* and peaceful 
and merry was all by seeming. 
But we were not suffered to 
meet our lovers all this while* 
from the time when the mote 
was* 


K 3don a day came a mes# 
enger on the spur, and 
id us to wit that the king 
would be with us on the mor¬ 
row, and thattbe day after, the 
fateful field sbou Id be fought/ 
en. X:ben, though the coming 
of this day bad been so long¬ 
ed for by us*yet now it was at 
hand it cast us into all unrest 
and trouble, so that we scarce 
knew whether to go, or stand, 
or sit, or what to do with our 
bodies* Our folk* and alt other 
men withal*were so busy mak/ 
ingready for tbemorrow of to/ 
morrow* that they left us alone 
to wear through the day as we 
might* 




jOSlit was afternoon,& 
I the day bot& hazy,and 
westoodon the very lip 
of the land wearied with hope 
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and fear, and striving to keep 
good countenance to each otb/ 
er; and there came a boat un¬ 
to the shore gaily painted and 
gilded, & bedigbt with silken 
cloths and cushions; and the 
steerer thereof was a woman, 
not young, by seeming of fif¬ 
ty winters; red/haired she was, 
thin/lipped and narrow/eyed, 
flat/breasted & strait/hipped; 
an ungoodly woman, though 
her skin was white & smooth 
as for her age. f>ast thou ever 
seen such an one, guest? J? 
Said Birdalone, smiling: for¬ 
sooth that have X; for such an 
one is my mistress to behold. 
[GLX, said Htra, this 
dame stretched out 
her hands to us, and 
said: Still not the pretty la¬ 
dies, the dear ladies, who have 
nought on hand this after¬ 
noon, come into my boat and 
look on the face of the water, 
so calm and fair as it Is, & let 
their lovely hands go over the 
gunwale and play with the rip/ 
pie, and so beguile this heavy 
time for a two hours; & then 
give a little gift of a piece or 
two of silver to a poor carltne, 
who loveth all fair ladies and 
brightwarriors, and who need/ 
eth a little livelihood ? 

f OCQ the woman seemed 
, nought lovely unto us, 
& to me forsooth she 
seemed hateful; but we looked 
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on each other, and we fbund 
that we were utterly weary of 
going up & down on the mea¬ 
dow, & lying about in the pa¬ 
vilion, and it seemed as if this 
would give us a little restjwith/ 
al we saw not that the woman 
could do us any hurt, whereas 
we were three, and strong en¬ 
ough as women go; nor were 
we mariners so evil but that we 
might sail or steer a boat at a 
pinch. So we stepped into the 
boat straightway, and the wo/ 
man sat aft and paddled deft/ 
lywiththesteeringoar,andwe 
glided away from the land. 

H OOJ^f we were come so 
far that we could but 
just see our pavilion 
through the haze, which bad 
somewhat thickened, and we 
said to the woman that she 
should go about and make for 
the shore, and that then we 
would go to and fro a while a- 
long by our stead. Shenodded 
yeasay,and began by seeming 
to digbt the craft for return. 
But therewith the haze was 
grown suddenly into a low 
cloud, which came down upon 
us from tbesoutb/west in the 
arms of a cold breeze, that 
grew stronger every minute, 
so no wonder it was though 
the steerer might not keep 
bead to wind; & then who was 
afraid and asham ed save our¬ 
selves? 




H trc the woman said, & 
there seemed to be a 
mock in her voice: III 
luck,pretty ladiesIJSTowis there 
nought for it but to drive, if 
we would not drown. But be¬ 
like this duskiness will clear 
presently, and thenat least we 
shall know whither we be go¬ 
ing; &wemay either turn back, 
or seek some other shelter, for 
X know the lake well; X know, X 
know. 

GSIGRGtoo terror/ 
stricken tospeak,for 
we felt that still the 
wind grew stronger, & the lake 
began to rise into waves, and 
the craft to wallow; but well/ 
nigh therewith was the dusk 
and the mist gone; thesky was 
bright blue overhead, and the 
westering sun shone cloud¬ 
less; but on no land it shone, 
or on aught save the blue wa¬ 
ters & the white wave/crests. 
RG]^ wept Hurea, and 
this Viridis here,butas 
to me, X grew wroth & 
cried out to the steerer: Hc- 
cursed carlinel thou hast be¬ 
trayed us; never now may we 
get back to our pavilion till the 
fight is foughten, and our lo¬ 
vers will deem that we have fbr/ 
saken them, & we are shamed 
for ever j£?inell, welt, said the 
carline, what remedy save pa¬ 
tience for the winds & waves ? 
^Hnd she laughed mocking¬ 




ly J? Quoth X: 'Chere is this 
remedy, that we three arise & 
lay hands on thee, & cast thee 
outboard, save thou straight¬ 
way turn the boat's head and 
back to the main, forsooth X 
doubt not but that as thou 
bast raised this foul wind a- 
gainst us, thou canst raise a 
fair wind for us. 

B GHRKGJ^ to the lovely 
ladyf quoth the carlin e, 
bow she deemetb me to 
be none other than the great 
God himself, to bold the winds 
in the hollow of my hand, and 
still the waves with a word l 
3d bat f am X wrought some¬ 
what after bis image, kind la¬ 
dies ?j^Hnd she grinned hor¬ 
ribly therewith "Chen she 
said again; Hs to thy reme¬ 
dy, sweetling, meseemetb it 
nought, for bow shall ye sail 
this stormy water when your 
captain is gone, & ye but holi¬ 
day sailors belike? 

shespake, a great wave 
, came up from the wtnd- 
, ward, an d brak e over us, 
and half filled the craft, and 
lifted her bows up towering, 
and then down we went into 
the trough; & X sat cowed and 
quaking, and spake never an¬ 
other word. 

7031 began the sun to 
sink, and the wind a- 
bated,and theseawent 
down, but the boat sped on 
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as swift as ever over the land¬ 
less waters* 

■ OKU the sun was down, 
and dusk was at hand, 
& the carline spake, and 
drew a bright / gleaming sax 
from under berraiment: Dam/ 
sels, X warn you that now it 
were best that ye obey me in all 
things; forthoughyebethree 
and X one, yet whereas X have 
here an edge/friend, Xmay take 
the life of any oneof you, or of 
all three, as simply as X could 
cut a lamb's throat. Moreover 
it will serve you better in the 
bouse whereto ye are wending, 
that X make a good tale of you 
rather than a bad. for the mis/ 
tress of that bouse is of all 
might; & X must say it of her, 
though she is my very sister, 
yet she is not so sweet/tem¬ 
pered & kind of heart as X am, 
but somewhat rough and un¬ 
yielding of mood, so that it is 
best to please her. KSdberefore, 
maidens,!rede you be sage. 
itlR unhappy hearts 
were now so sunken in 

__ wanhope, that we bad 

no word wherewith to answer 
her, and she spake: Now obey 
ye my biddingand eat & drink, 
thatyemay come bale & sound 
to your journey's end, for X 
would not give starvelings to 
my dear sister jfi? 'Therewith 
she brought forth victual for 
us, & that nought evil, of flesh 
64 



and bread, and cheese & cakes, 
and good wine withal; and we 
were bunger/weary as well as 
sorrow/weary; and hunger did 
at that moment overcom e sor¬ 
row, so we ate and drank, and, 
would we, would wenot, some/ 
thingof heart came back to us 
thereby^ Then again spake 
the carline: Nowmy willis that 
ye sleep; andye have cushions 
& cloths enough to dightyou 
a fair bed; and this bidding is 
easy for you to obey J& for¬ 
sooth, so weary were we with 
sorrow, &our hunger was now 
quenched, that we laid us down 
and slept at once, and forgat 
our troubles. 

r)6]ST we awoke it was 
after the first dawn, 
and we were come a- 
land even where thou didst 
tbismorning,guest.Hndtbou 
mayst deem it wondrous, but 
so it was, that close to where 
our boat took land lay the ferry 
which brought thee hither. 

B Om the carline bade us 
get ashore, and we did 
so, and found the land 
wondrous fair,littleasthatso/ 
laced us then. But she said 
unto us: Rearkenf now are ye 
come home; and long shall ye 
dwell here, for never shall ye 
depart hence save by the will 
of my sister & me, wherefore, 
once more,lrede you be good, 
for it will be better for you. Go 







forth now unto yonder house, 
& on the way ye shall meet the 
Queen of this land, an dye have 
nought to do but to say to her 
that ye are the Gift; and then 
shall she see to your matter, 
fRG RGXDXCr> she gat 
into her own craft, the 
' SendlngBoat,& there/ 
In did the deed and spake the 
words ye wot of, and was gon e 
north/away; & when we turn¬ 
ed to seek for our boat where/ 
In we bad come hither, It was 
gone, 

S'COOD miserably 
for a while on the lip 
1 of the land, and then 
Xsald that we might as wellgo 
meet our fate as die there of 
grief and hunger* So we went, 
and came Into those fair gar¬ 
dens, and as we went slowly up 
toward the house came on us a 
woman clad In red scarlet and 
grandly dlght* H big woman 
she was, and like to her that 
beguiled us, but far younger 
and fairer of favour,foolish & 
proudof visage* Shestaredon 
us, and seemed half af eard of 
us at first, but asked us what 
we were, and X answered that 
we were the Gift "Che Gift ? 
said she, what meaneth that? 
SUll ye obey me In all things? 
If ye gainsay It, ye will perish, 
unless ye can eat grass; for 
on this Isle everything com eth 
from my hand, 
fi 



[RffC might we do? partXX. Of 
3Heall knelt down be/ the <Hon - 
fore her, & swore to drous Xsles 
do her will jS?^ben she said, 
after she had stared on us a- 
wblle: f'fowXknow: ye are they 
of whom my sister spake, that 
she would fetch me a gift of a 
leash of damsels for my ser¬ 
vice. JSow X take the Gift and 
thank her good heart.But If ye 
would do my will, then *... JP 
But she broke off here & star¬ 
ed at us a long while, and then 
she said: J^owXknow; she bade 
me treat you well, and bold my 
band from you, or evil would 
come of It, belike at last my 
bane. So go ye home to the 
house, andX will give you meat 
and drink, and show you my 
stores & the Hlonder/coffer, 

& ye shall serve me In honour. 

so did we; and we 
ate and dran k & rested, 
and nought we lacked, 
save leave to depart home to our 
lovers,fisome mistress better 
than this stu pld & proud lum p 
of flesh. But tbenexctmornlng 
when we came before the lady, 
she knew nought of what we 
were; and again we bad to tell 
her that we were the Gift, and 
again she glaredat us baleful/ 
ly,andagalnshe called tomlnd 
her sister and her rede concern/ 

Ing us. Hnd this went on for 
many days, till at last she got 
to know what we were; and she 
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followed her sisters rede in 
that she never mishandled us, 
though we could see that It 
Irked her to forbear,nor did she 
speak to us more roughly than 
herfool's wont was; &we bad 
In our hands all that wasneed/ 
ed for our sustenance, & lived 
easily enough. 

our com Ing hither be/ 
tld three yearsago,and a 
month thereafter comes 
thy witch hither In her ferry, 
& she greeted us when we met, 
andaskedus,grinning,badsbe 
not been hind to win us such 
good days ?\ r ea,andover hind, 
said she, ye would deem me, 
hnewyewhat would have betid 
you save for my goodword^ 
forsooth we deemed Itnohlnd 
deed to steal us from our lov/ 
ers; but we kept good tongues 
In our heads, for thralls must 
needs hiss the rod. 

went away In two 
days, but came again 
- many times thereafter, 
till we won the secret of the 
Sending Boat, and her spell 
therewith; but we hnew not 
that was banned against us* 
Cttbereforeon a day In the grey 
of the morning, when we bad 
been on this Isle somewhat 
less than a year,we went down 



to It and stepped In, and red¬ 
dened stem and stern and said 
the spell/words.But straight/ 
way arose an hideous braying 
and clatter, and thunder came 
therewith, & trembling of the 
earth, & the waters of the lake 
arose In huge waves; nor might 
we move from our seats In the 
boat till the two witches came 
running down to us, and haled 
us out ashore, and had us up 
Into the bouse, and Into this 
very prison/chamber, wherein 
we are now sitting so merry. 
Hnd here we bore what was laid 
upon us, whereof, dear guest, 
we shall tell thee nought. But 
this came of It, tbatnever there/ 
after durst we try the adven¬ 
ture of the Sending Boat, but 
have lived on In lazy sorrow & 
shameful ease, till thou, dear 
guest & slster,wert sent bltb/ 
er by heaven for our helping. 

what became of the 
I king's court,andtbe ba- 
1 zelled field of our charm 
plons, we wot not, or whether 
they be yet alive we cannot tell 
thee; but If they beallve,ltlsto 
them that we would have thee 
do our errand, and thereof will 
we tell thee closely to/morrow. 
Hnd so, sweetllng, an end of 
my tale. 
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Chapter VII,. Che three Dam¬ 
sels take Birdalone out of the 
UHtch's prison^,*? 

XRDHLO^re 
thanked Htra 
much fbrbertale, 
Estrange it was 
to her to hear of 
such new things 
and the deeds of folk; but the 
dealing of the witches with 
those three was familiar to her 
and was of her world* 

OKI they talked merri¬ 
ly, till there cameafoot# 
step to the door & one 
without knocked* Viridis pal¬ 
ed thereat, and a pang of fear 
smote Birdalone, & she swift/ 
ly got from out the chair and 
sat down on a stool; but when 
Htra opened* it was but Hurea 
come from her service to bid 
Htra take her place* So she 
went, & again was there plea- 
san t converse betwixt Hurea & 
the other twain ;& certain mat/ 
ters did Hurea tell Birdalone 
which had been left untold by 
Htra* Hnd chiefly, when Bird- 
alone asked if any other folk 
had come into the isle while 
they dwelt there, she said yea; 
once bad come a knight with a 
lady, bis love, fleeing from war 
and mishap, and these had the 
witch overcome by wizardry, 
and destroyed them misera¬ 
bly; & that again another bad 
strayed thither, & him also the 


witch undid, because he would part XX* Of 
not do her will & lie in her bed* the KTon- 
Klithalhadcomedrtftmgtbcre drous Isles 
a young damsel, a castaway of 
the winds and waves; her the 
witch keptas a thrall, & after a 
while took to mishandling her 
so sorely, that at last, what for 
sham e and what for weariness 
of life, she cast herself in to the 
water & was drowned* one of 
these folk might the damsels 
help so as to do them any good, 
though they tried it, and went 
nigh to suffer therefor them¬ 
selves* 

■ OKI the day wore, and in 
a while Htra came back, 

&Viridis must serve. Ht 
last the dusk and the dark was 
comejfi?Tben said Htra: ]Now 
must we twain begone to wait 
upon our lady, as the wont is: 

& that is now for our good bap, 
for if we be with her all three, 
and especially, to say sooth, if 
Xbe with her, we may well keep 
her from visiting thee here; 
since belikeshe sballyet dimly 
remember that thou art in her 
prison. “Therefore thou must 
forgive it if Xskackle thy wrists 
again.Hndnowiftbouwiltfol/ 
low my rede, thou shalt try to 
sleep some deal, & it were well 
if thou migbt'st sleep till we 
comefbrtbeeintbe grey dawn. 
ReRBKIICR they left 
her there, & she nest¬ 
led in the comer once 
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more, and there did verily fall 
asleep, and slept till the hey in 
the loch and the opening door 
awakened her, and Htra came 
stealing soft/footed into the 
prison. Cagersbe was & pant/ 
ing, and she hneeled before 
Birdalone and unlocked her 
leg/shachles, and then stood 
up and did the like by the irons 
on her wrists. 'Chen she said: 
kook up, dear friend, to thy 
prison windows, and behold 
the dawn beginning to break 
on the day of thy deliverance, 
& ours maybe. But come now 
at once: and again, wilt thou 
pardon me, that we clothe thee 
not here for thy journey ? for 
from our own bodies must we 
clothe tbee,&if by any bap our 
lady were to see any one of us 
more or less unclad, it might 
draw her on to see what was to/ 
ward, &wemigbt yet be found 
out, for our undoing. 
H^neaemcfi she took 
ijgll her hand, & led her forth 
of the prison, and locked 
the door behind her; and then 
downstairs they went, & out- 
a/doors by a little wicket at the 
stair/end. Che dawn drew on 
apace now, and Birdalone saw 
at once the other twain lurk¬ 
ing in the wall/nook hard by. 
]No word was spoken between 
them, and with noiseless feet 
they went forth into the orch¬ 
ard, where the blackbirds and 


| thrushes were beginning their 
first morning song, & ere they 
‘ cam e out on to the meadow the 
full choir of them was a/stng- 
ing. 

Chapter VXXX. Xn what wise 
1 Birdalone was clad, & bow she 
went her ways from tbeXsle of 
Increase Unsougbt^pt^X 

they were 


all clear of the 
orchard trees 
the three dam/ 
selskeptBird/ 
alone between 
them closely, so that her white 
body should not be seen if the 
lady were awake and looking 
forth, Cbus they brought her 
to where a few thom/bushes 
made a cover for them close to 
the water's edge, some twenty 
yards from theSendingBoat. 
Chere they stood together, 
& Htra said: J4ow, dear guest, 
and dearest messenger, it is 
our matter to clothe thee from 
our very bodies; and do thou, 
Viridis, begin. 

RXD1S came forward 
blushing, as her wont 
was, and took off her 
green gown and laid it on the 
grass; then she set her hand 
to her smock, and did it off, & 
stood naked, knee set to knee, 
and swaying like the willow 
branch; and then was seen all 
the dainty fashion of her body, 
and bow lovely of hue & sweet 













of flesh she was* 

I tTC she said: Dear sister 
Birdalone* here Is my 
i smock,wbicbIlendtbee* 
but as to my love,! give it thee 
therewith; therefore grudge it 
not* though thou givemeback 
the linen* for happy will be the 
day to me when Ibave it again; 
for now none may do it on me 
save the<3reenKntgbt*my own 
lovejgFCberewitb she gave her 
the smock* & kissed her* and 
Birdalone did it on* and felt 
the valianter & mightier when 
she bad a garment upon her. 

B BGJS' Hurea did off her 
golden gown* & stood in 
smock alone* so that her 
naked arms shone more pre¬ 
cious than the golden sleeves 
that bad covered them. Hnd 
sbespake:Birdalone*dearmes/ 
senger* take now my golden 
gown* and send it back to me 
when thou bast found theman 
unto whom itis due; and think 
meanwhile that* when thou 
wearest it, thou wearest my 
love* & that when thou pullest 
it off* thou art clad with my 
love instead of it* 

tO Birdalone did on the 
gown* and became to 
look on as the daintiest 
of tbequeensof the earth; and 
she turned her head about to 
look on her gold/clad flanks* 
and wondered. 
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B BeRSHfCeRHtra part II. Of 
knit up her skirts into the <Uon - 
her girdle,and then did drous Isles 
off her shoon, so that her slim 
feet shone like pearls on the 
green grass; & she said: Bird/ 
alone* sweet friend 1 wilt thou 
be my messenger to bear these 
shoon tomy Black Squire, and 
meanwhile put my love for thee 
under thy feet, to speed thee 
and to bear thee up ? <0bereftore 
be good to me. 

rtRDHJvOJ^etben shod 
’ herself* and though pity 
lit were to bide her feet 
from the eyes of Garth* yet ffelt 
she the stouter/hearted there/ 
by,and hercheeks flushedand 
her eyes brightened. 

fReaenfrea Hurea 
gave her withal a gold/ 
en collar for the neck* 
and Viridis a girdle of silver 
well/wrougbt* and Htra a gold 
finger/ring set with a sapphire 
stone; and all these she did on 
her; butyetsbe knew that they 
were tokens to be delivered to 
the three lovers according as 
was d ue. 

jipfiejsispaheHtra: Ho, sis/ 

Kg ter, we pray thee to bear 
1 ^= 2 * these lendings on thy 
body in such wise that when 
thou comest to the mainland 
they may be seen by knights 
seeking adventures* and that 
thou mays t answer to any who 
may challenge thee thereof* & 
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part XI* Of say that thou bearest tbio rat- 
tbeKHon- metit and these jewels from 
drous Isles Hurea and Viridis and Htra to 
Baudoin the Golden Knight, 
and to fiugb the Green Knight, 
& to Hrtbur the Black Squire. 
Hnd if thou deem that thou 
hast found these, then shall 
they tell thee a token, such as 
we shall tell thee, that they be 
truly these & none other; and 
thereafter,when thouartmade 
sure, they shall take of thee 
the raiment, the gems, & the 
Sending Boat, & come hither 
if they may. Hnd God look to 
theresttButasforthe token to 
be told aforesaid, we have de- 
termined that each of us shall 
tell thee privily what question 
thou shalt ask for her, &what 
answer thou must look for. 

RGT'f she had done 
speaking, each came 
up to Birdalone and 
spake something into her ear 
amidst blushes enough for¬ 
sooth. Hnd what they said will 
be seen hereafter. Chen again 
said Htra: J^ow by this errand 
shall we be well paid for the 
care we have badof tbee.lt may 
be, forsooth, that thou shalt 
notfindourspeecb/friends; for 
they may be dead, or they may 
deem us untrue, and may have 
forsaken us & their land; and 
in any such case thou art free 
of our errand; but whatsoever 
may betide us,God speed thee f 
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B nejsr Viridis drew forth 
a basket from under a 
bush,and said: Kile know 
not bow long thy voyage may 
be, but some little provision 
for the way we may at least 
give thee: now wilt thou bear 
this aboard thyself, for we dare 
not touch thy craft, nay, nor 
come nigh it, no one of 
Hnd she set down the basket 
and cast her arms abou t her, & 
kissed her and wept over her; 
and the other twain, they also 
kissed her lovingly. Birdalone 
wept even as Viridis, and said: 
JVIay ye do well, who have been 
so kind to me; but now am t 
both so gladand so sorry, that 
the voice of me will not make 
due w ords forme. O farewell 1 

HHU she took 

llgjgjup her basket, & turned 
isisS and went speedily to the 
Sending Boat; & they beheld 
her bow she stepped aboard 
and bared her arm, and drew 
blood from it with the pin of 
her girdle^ buckle, and there¬ 
with reddened stem and stem ; 
and a pang of fear smote into 
their hearts lest their lady had 
banned it for Birdalone as for 
them. But Birdalone sat down 
on the thwart, and turned her 
face south, and spake: 

Che red raven/wine now 
Hast thou drunk, stem fit bow; 
Hwake then, awake t 
Hnd the southward way take: 



c 

"Che way of the Slender 
forth over the flood, 
for the will of the Sender 
is blent with the blood. 

■ O cloud barred the gate¬ 
way of the sun as she 
spoke; no wave rose up/ 
on the bosom of the lake; no 
clatter nor tumult was there; 
but the Sending Boat stirred, 
and then shot out swiftly into 
the wide water; and the sun a- 
ij rose as they look ed,& his path 
of light flashed on Birdatone’s 
golden gown for a moment, & 
then it grew grey again, and 
presently she was gone from 
before their eyes. 

EO they turned up into 
the orchard: & now was 
-Viridis of good cheer, 
and Hurea no less; but Htra 
lagged behind, & as she went, 
some passion took her, she 
knew not wherefore; her bo¬ 
som swelled, her shoulders 
heaved therewith, & she wept. 
Chapter XX. Row Birdalone 
came to the Xsle of the Young 
and the Old 

went well 
with Birdalone 
when she bad 
: left the Isle of 
Increase Cln- 
sougbt, much 
as it bad on her first voyage, 
save that now she was both 
clad & victualled, & her heart, 
if yet it harboured fear,was al/ 




so full of new & strange hope; 
and oft, even as she sat there 
amidst the waste of waters, 
she wondered what new long¬ 
ing this was which wrought so 
sweetapain in her, that it made 
her cheeks burn, and her eyes 
dim,& her hands and her limbs 
restless. Hnd then would she 
set her mind to her friends & 
their errand, and would hope 
and pray for them; but again 
would she fall to picture to her/ 
self what manner of men they 
were who were so sore longed 
for by those three beauteous 
women;and she deemed that 
since they were thus desired, 
they must be fairer even than 
her friends of the isle; and a- 
gain the nameless longing o- 
vertook her,and held her till it 
wearied her into sleep. 

[F>6|^sbeawokeagain 
the boat had stayed, 

1 and she was come a- 
land; but the dawn was not yet 
come, & the night was moon¬ 
less, yet was there light en - 
ougb to see, from the water & 
the stars,that the bows of the 
boat were lying safe on a little 
sandy beach. So she stepped 
out & looked around,& deem/ 
ed she could see great trees be/ 
fore her, & imagined also dark 
masses of she knew not what. 
So she walked warily up the 
said strand till she came on to 
soft grass,& smelled the scent 
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of the clover as her foot/soles 
crushed ttXhere she sat down, 
and presently lay along &went 
to sleep. 

jfCGR a while she a- 
woke, and felt happy 
and well at ease, and 
had no will to move: the sun 
was shining brightly, but bad 
not been up long: the song of 
birds was all about her, but a- 
midst it she deemed she heard 
some speech of man, though 
it were not like to what she had 
beard in her life before. So she 
raised herself on her elbow, & 
looked upandsawanew thing, 
andsatupnow,andbebeldand 
wondered. 

?ORCfiGRestood be/ 
fore her, gazing wide/ 
eyed on her, two little 
children, some three winters of 
age, a man and a woman as it 
seemed. 'Che man/child with 
light & fine wbite/golden hair, 
falling straight down & square 
over his brow, & blue/grey eyes 
which were both kind & merry, 
and shyly seeking as it were, 
plump and rosy be was, stur/ 
dy and stout/limbed. JSo less 
fair was the woman *, her hair 
golden/brown, as oft it is with 
children who grow up dark- 
haired, and curling in fair lit¬ 
tle rings all over her head; her 
eyes were big and dark grey; 
she was thinner than the lad, 
and somewhat taller. 
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?f>GSG two babes bad 
between them a milk- 
1 white sbe/goat, & bad 
been playing with her, an dnow 
she turned her bead to this & 
that one of them, bleating, as 
if to crave more of the game; 
but they had no eyes for her, 
but stood staring with might 
and main on the new/Comer & 
her shining golden gown. 

?XRDHJvOT*B laughed 
with joy when she saw 
the little ones, & a dim 
memory of the days of Clt- 
terbay passed before her: she 
stretched out a band to them, 
and spake softly and caress¬ 
ingly^ the little lad came for/ 
wardsmiling,& took her hand, 
and made as if he would help 
her up for courtesy’s sake. She 
laughed on him,andarose;and 
when shestoodup,tall&gold/ 
en, beseem edsomewbatafeard 
of so big a creature, but stood 
bis ground valiantly .Chen she 
stooped down to him & kiss¬ 
ed him, and henaysaid her not, 
bu t seem edrather glad when it 
was over; but when Birdalone 
wen t to the little maid,& kiss/ 
ed her, the child clung to her as 
if she were her mother, & bab/ 
bled to her. 

B fieT* comes the lad to 
her, & takes her hand, 
& would draw her away, 
and speaks to her in his prat¬ 
tle, and she understood him 







to mean that she should come 
with him to see the father jg? 
So she went, wondering what 
should next betide; & the little 
maiden went on the other side 
of her, holding by a fold of her 
skirt, forsooth the goat fol¬ 
lowed bleating,not well pleas¬ 
ed to be forgotten. 

B OCd had Birdalone time 
to look about her, though 
the two babes fell to prat/ 
tllng with her In their way, and 
she thought It sweet to look 
down on the two little faces 
that looked up to her so pleas/ 
ed and merry. 

H R6 was In a grassy plain, 
somewhat over rough & 
broken to be calledamea/ 
dow,& not enough be/timber/ 
ed to be called a wood; It rose 
up a little & slowly as they left 
the water, but scarce so much 
as one might call It a hill 
Straight before her on the way 
that they were going went up 
Into the air great masses of 
grey stone bullded by man's 
hand, but looking, even from 
this way off, ragged and ruin¬ 
ous J9\K may well be thought 
that Birdalone wondered what 
things might lie betwixt the 
trees and the towers. 

JOftI as they went they 
came on other goats, 

_who seemed tame,and 

these joined them to their fel¬ 
low, and suffered the young¬ 



lings to play with them. JMore- part U. Of 
over there were rabbits great the CCIon- 
plenty scuttling In and out of drous Xsles 
the brakes & the rough ground 
upon the way, and the young¬ 
lings beheld them, and the lit¬ 
tle lad said,after his fashion: 

3Jby do the rabbits run away 
from us, and the goats follow 
usP^JVow, sooth tosay,Blrd/ 
alone scarce knew why, & had 
no word ready for the child; but 
she said at last: Maybappen 
they will come to me; so It was 
once when X dwelt away from 
here. Shall! go fetch thee one? 
jPTZhe little ones yeasald that, 
though somewhat shyly and 
doubtfully. 'Chen said Bird- 
alone :Oo ye,sweetllngs, abide 
me here, and go not away 
"Cbey nodded their heads 
thereat,& Birdalone kilted her 
skirts &went her ways to some 
broken bushed ground, where 
was a many rabbits playing a- 
bout; but she went not out of 
eye/shot of the babes. Befbre 
she was well nigh to the little 
beasts, she fell to talking to 
them In a low sweet voice, as 
bad been her wont when she 
was little; & when they beard 
It, those who had not scuttled 
away at first glance of her, fell 
to creeping little short creeps 
one to the other, as their man/ 
ner Is when they be alone to¬ 
gether & merry; & they suffer¬ 
ed her to come quite amongst 
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them, and crept about her feet 
while she stood, still talking 
unto them.Chen she stooped 
down and took up one in her 
arms and caressed it, and then 
laid him down and took up an/ 
other,and so with three or four 
of them; and she fell to push/ 
mg them, & rolling them over 
with her foot; then she turned 
a little away from them toward 
the children, and then a little 
more, & the rabbits fell to fol/ 
lowing her, and she turned & 
took up one in her arms, and 
went straight on toward the 
children, but turning and talk/ 
ing to the rabbits now and a- 
gain. 

B S to the babes, she saw 
the goats, of whom were 
now a dozen, or therea¬ 
bouts, standing together in a 
kind of ring, & the little ones 
going from one to the other 
playingwith them happily .But 
presently the lad turned and 
saw her coming with her tail of 
little beasts, and he cried outa 
great Ohf and ran toward her 
straightway, and the maiden 
after him; and he held out his 
arms to have the rabbit she 
bore, & she gave it to him smil/ 
ing, and said; Co now f here be 
pretty playmates; but look to 
it that ye be soft and kind with 
them, for they are but feeble 
people ^0 So the younglings 
fell to sportin g with their new 
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friends, and for a little f orgat 
both goats and golden lady; 
but the goats drew nigh, and 
stoodabouttbem bleating,nor 
dursttheyrunattherabbitsto 
butt them, because of Birda- 
lone and the little ones. 

B B€RG then stood the 
slim maiden, tall and 
gleamingabove her lit/ 
tie flock; fiber beartwasf ullof 
mirth and rest, & the fear was 
all forgotten. But as she look/ 
ed up toward the grey walls, lo, 
new tidings to bandf for she 
saw an old man with a long 
white beard slowly coming to/ 
ward tbem:sbe startednot, but 
abode bis coming quietly, and 
as be drew nigh she could see 
of him that be was big & stark, 
&,oldas be was,not yet bowed 
with bis many years. Be stood 
looking on this Queen and her 
court silently a while, and then 
he spake: Such a sight X look/ 
ed not to seeon this Isle of the 
Young & the Oldj^She said: 
But meseemeth it is full meet 
that these younglings should 
sport with the creatures jfi?Be 
smiled and said: Sucba voice! 
looked not to bear on the Isle 
of the Young and the Old. 

?XROHCONe became 
somewhat troubled, & 

_said: Hm X welcome 

here ?for if X be not,Twill pray 
thy leave to depart j^Be said: 
Chou artas welcomeas tbevery 
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spring, my child; and if thou 
have a mind to abide here, who 
shall naysay thee? for surely 
thou art young; nay, in regard 
to me thou art scarceolder than 
babes*'Hll blessings be with 
thee. But though thou art true 
& hind, as is clear to be seen by 
thy play ing with these children 
& the landward beasts in peace 
and love, yet it may be so that 
thou hast brought hither some/ 
what less than peace^Hnd he 
smiled upon her strangely. 

R6 looked somewhat 
scaredathts lastwords, 
and said: But how so? 
XfXmigbtX would bear nought 
but peace & happiness to any 
placej^Che old carle laughed 
outright now, and said: Row 
so, dear child? because ladies 
so sweet and lovesom e as thou 
be sent by love, and love rend/ 
eth apart that which was join¬ 
ed together* 

R€wonderedatbis word, 
and was bewildered by it, 
butshe held her peace; & 
he said: f'towwe may talk here/ 
of later on; but the matter to 
hand now is the quenching of 
thine hunger; for X will not 
ask thee whereby thou earnest, 
since by water thoun eeds must 
have come* Wherefore now X 
bid thee to our house, & these 
little ones shall go with us, & 
the three of these homed folk 
whom we are wont to tether a¬ 


midst the wrack and ruin of 
what once was fair; the rest 
have our leave to depart, and 
thesen ibblers also; forwe have 
a potherb garden by our house, 
& are fain to keep the increase 
of the same for ourselves. jS? 
Birdalone laughed, and shook 
her skirts at the coneys, and 
theyallscuttledawayafterthe 
manner of their kind. 'Cbereat 
the little lad looked downcast 
and wellmigh tearful, but the 
maid stamped her foot, and 
roared well/favouredly. 

■ XROHLO^e DID her 
best to solace her, and 
plucked a bough from 
a hawthorn bush far above the 
little ones’ reach whereon was 
yet some belated blossom, & 
gave it to her and stilled her. 
But the oldman picked out bis 
milch/goats from the flock 
(whereof was the white), and 
drave them before him, while 
the two babes went on still be/ 
side Birdalone, the little carle 
holding her hand and playing 
with the fingers thereof, the 
maiden sometimes bangingon 
to her gown, sometimes going 
loose and sporting about be¬ 
side her. 

H O came they to where the 
ground became smooth/ 
er, and there was a fair 
piece of greensward in a nook 
made by those great walls and 
towers,wbicbsbeltereditfrom 
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tbenortbXbe said walls seem/ 
ed to be the remnant of what 
had once been a great house & 
castle; andupalof t, where was 
now no stair to come at them, 
were chimneys & hearths here 
and there, and windows with 
fair seats in them, and arched 
doors and carven pillars, and 
many things beautiful; but 
now was allruinedand broken, 
and the house was roofless & 
floorless: withal it was over/ 
grown with ash/trees & quich- 
en/beam, & other berry/trees 
and hey/trees,which had many 
years ago seeded in the rent 
walls, & now grew there great 
&flourisbing*Butin the inner/ 
mostnooh of this mighty rem/ 
nant, & using for its lowly walls 
two sides of the ancient ash¬ 
lar ones, stood a cot builded 
not over trimly of small wood, 
andnowmuch overgrown with 
roses & woodbine. Tn f ron t of 
it was apieceof garden ground, 
wherein waxed potherbs, and 
a little dealof wheat; & therein 
wasagoodlyrowofbee/sheps; 
andallwithoutitwas the plea¬ 
sant greensward aforesaid, 
wherein stood three great an¬ 
cient oahs, and divers thorns, 
which also were ancient after 
their hind. 

H R6 elder led his guest 
into the cot, which had 
but simple plenishing 
of stools and benches, and a 
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table unartful, and then went 
to tether bis goats in the ruin/ 
ed hall of the house, and the 
childrenmustneeds with him, 
though Birdalone had been 
glad of one of them at least; 
but there was no nay, but that 
they must go see their dear 
white goatin herstall. Flows 0 / 
ever all three came bach again 
presently, the old carle with a 
courteous word in bis mouth, 
and he tooh Birdalone’s hand, 
and hissed it and bade herwel/ 
come to bis house, as though 
be bad been a great lord at 
home in bis own castleXbere/ 
with must the little ones also 
hiss her hand & be courteous; 
& Birdalon e suffered it, laugh/ 
mg, and then caught them up 
in her arms, and clipped and 
hissed them well/favouredly; 
wherewith belihe they were not 
over/well pleased, though the 
boy endured it hindly. there¬ 
after tbeeldersetfbrtb his ban/ 
quet,which was simple enough: 
uplandebeer of cream <& bon ey, 
and rough bread; but sweet it 
was to Birdalone to eat it with 
good welcome, & the courtesy 
of the old man. 



ne]V tfieY were 
done, they went out/ 
a/doors,& Birdalon e 
& the old man laid them down 
under an oah/tree, and the 
children sported about anigh 
them, then spahe Birdalone: 




Oldman, thou hast been hind 
unto me; but now wouldest 
thou tell me about thee, what 
thou art, and what are these 
walls about us here? jS? Said 
he: Xdoubt if Xmay do so, this 
day at least. But belike thou 
shalt abide with us, and then 
some day the word may come 
intomy moutb^Sbe held her 
peace, & into her mind it came 
that it would be sweet to dwell 
there, and watch those fair 
children waxing, and the lad 
growing up & loving her; yea, 
even she fell to telling up the 
years which would make him a 
man, and tried to see herself, 
how she would look, when the 
years were worn thereto. “Chen 
she reddened at the untold 
thought, & looked down and 
was silent. But the elder look¬ 
ed on her anxiously, and said: 
Xt will be no such bard life for 
thee, forXhave still some work 
in me, & tboumayst do some¬ 
thing in spite of thy slender 
and delicate fashion JS? She 
laughed merrily & said: for¬ 
sooth, good sire, X might do 
somewhat more than some¬ 
thing; forXam deft in all such 
work as here ye need; so fear 
not but X should earn my live¬ 
lihood, and that with joy^ 
JVIerry days shall we have then, 
said he. 



at: therewith her eye 
caught the gleam of her 
____ golden sleeve, and she 
thought of Hurea, & her heart 
smote her for her errand; then 
she laid her hand on her girdle 
& called to mind little Viridis, 
and the glitter of the ring on 
her finger brought the image 
of Htra before her; then she 
rose up & said; T^bou art kind, 
father, but X may not; X have 
an errand; this day must! de¬ 
part from thee JS? Re said: 
'Chou hast broken my heart; 
if X were not so old, X would 
weep jtfPflnd be hung adown 
his head. 

stood before him 
abashed, as if she bad 

__ _ done him a wrong. Ht 

last he looked up and said: 
JMust it be to/day? Qlilt thou 
not abide with us night/long, 
and go thy ways in the early 
morning? 

JOXtt SRS scarce knew 
, bow to gainsay him, so 

_wretched as the old 

carle looked; so it cam e to this, 
that she yeasaid the abiding 
till to/morrow. “Chen sudden¬ 
ly be became gay and merry, & 
he kissed her hand, and fell to 
much speaking, telling tales 
of little import concerning bis 
earlier days.But when sbeask/ 
ed him again of bow be came 
there, & what meant the great 
ruined house, then he became 
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foolish & wandering, & might 
scarce answer her; whereas o- 
therwise he was a welbspoken 
old carle of many words, and 
those of the grandest* 

BejV changed his mood 
again, and he fell to be¬ 
wailing her departure, & 
how that henceforth heshould 
have none to speak to him with 
understanding^"Chen she 
smiled on him and said: But 
yonder babes will grow up; 
month by month they will be 
better fellows un to thee air 

child, he said, thou dost not 
know* JHy days to com e are bu t 
few, so that 1 should see but 
little of tbeirwaxingin any case* 
But furthermore,wax they will 
not; such as they be now, such 
shall they be till X at least see 
the last of them and the earth. 

B XRDHkO^e wonder¬ 
ed at this word, and the 
place seemed changed to 
her, yea, was grown somewhat 
dreary; but she said to the carle: 
Hnd thou, dost thou change in 
any wise, since these change 
not?jgPBe laughed somewhat 
grim ly,& said: tZhe old that be 
here change from old to dead; 
how couldX change to better? 
Yea, the first thing X had to do 
here was to bury an old man. 
^Quotb she: Hnd were there 
any children here then ?jtfPYea, 
said he; these same, or X can 
see no difference in them 
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Said Birdalone: Hnd how long 
ago is that? Hnd how earnest 
thou hither?jfi?rjis face be¬ 
came foolish, and he gibbered 
rather than spake: JSo, X wot 
not; no, no, no, not a whit, a 
whit But presently after 
was he himself again, & telling 
her a tale of a great lady of the 
earl/folk, a baron's dame, and 
bow dear he was unto her* fje 
lay yet on the grass, and she 
stood before him, & presently 
beputf ortb a hand tober gown/ 
hem & drew her to him there¬ 
by, and fell to caressing her 
feet ;&Birdalone was ashamed 
thereat, and a little angry. Be 
was nought abashed, but sat 
up and said: 3fieU, since thou 
mustneeds depart to-morrow, 
be wemerry to/day. HndX pray 
thee talk much with me, fair 
child, for sweet and sweet is 
thy voice to hearken jfi?Xben 
be arose and said: J'tow will X 
fetch tbee somewhat to ek e the 
joy of us botbj^Hnd be turn/ 
ed therewith and went into the 
house* 

XRDHLO^B stood 
there, and was now per/ 
plexed & down/hearted; 
for now the look of the elder 
scarce liked her, and the chil¬ 
dren began to seem to her as 
images, or at the best not more 
to her than the rabbits or the 
goats; and she rued her word 
that she would abide there the 








night through* for she said to 
herself: X fear some trap or 
guile; is the witch behind this 
also? for the old man is vet 
stark, & though he be foolish 
at whiles, yet mav wizardry 
have learned him some guile. 
£XCR that cometh out 
the carle again, bear/ 
mg a little keg and a 
mazer roughly wrought; & he 
came toBirdalone,& sat down, 
& bade her sit by him, and said 
to her: JMaybeXsball bear more 
of thy sweet voice when thy 
sweet lips have been in the cup. 
jgrCberewitb be poured forth 
into the mazer, and handed it 
to Birdalone, & lot it was clear 
and good mead. She sipped 
thereof daintily, and, to say 
sooth, was well/pleased there/ 
with, and it stirred the heart in 
her. But then she gave back 
tbecup to the elder, and would 
no more of it, Hs for him, be 
drank wbatwas left in the cup, 
looking over the rim thereof 
meanwhile; & then filled him¬ 
self another, and another, and 
yetmore.But whereas itmigbt 
have been looked for that his 
tongueshould be loosened by 
the good mead into foolish¬ 
ness and gibbering, be became 
rather few/spoken, and more 
courteous & stately even than 
be had been at the first. But in 
the end, forsooth, he was for¬ 
getting Birdalone, what she 


was, and be fell a/talking, al- part XX. Of 
ways with much pomp & state, the Sion - 
as if to barons and earls, and drous Xsles 
great ladies; till suddenly bis 
bead fell back, be turned over 
on his face, & all wit was gone 
from him, 

B IZ first, then, Birdalone 
was afraid that be was 
dead,ornigb unto death, 
and she knelt down and raised 
bis head, & fetched water and 
cast it over bis face. But when 
she saw that bewas breathing 
not so ill, & that the colour was 
little changed in his lips and 
cheeks, she knew that it was 
but tbemigbt of them ead that 
bad overcome him. therefore 
she (aid him so that he was easy, 
and then stood up and looked 
about her, & saw the children 
playing together a little way 
off, and nought elseanigb her, 
save the birds in the brake, or 
flying on their errands eagerly 
from place to place. “Chen, as 
it were, without her will being 
told them, her limbs & her feet 
turned her about to the shore 
where lay the Sending Boat, & 
she went speedily but quiet¬ 
ly thitherward, her heart beat¬ 
ing quick, for fear lest some¬ 
thing should yet stay her,and 
her eyes glancing from brake 
to bush, as if she looked to see 
some enemy, old or new, come 
out thence. 


79 




3 


■ O now her will was clear 
enough to her feet, and 
they brought her down 
to the water/side and the long 
strand, past which the wide 
water lay windless and gleam- 
in gin the hot afternoon*'Chen 
lightly she stepped aboard, & 
awoke the Sending Boat with 
btood/oflFering, and it obeyed 
her, and sped swiftly on the 
way to the southward. 
Chapter X. Birdalone comes 
to the Isle of the Queens^^X 
►XRDHkO^B 
awoke the next 
morning while 
the boat was yet 
speeding over 

_ tbewater,&tbe 

sun was up: but she was hard 
on the land, which sat low and 
green,likeameadow exceeding 
fair,on the bosom of the water, 
and many goodly trees were 
sprinkledaboutthegreenland. 
But from amidst the trees, no 
great way from the water's 
edge, rosea great bouse, white 
andfair,asifitwerenew/build/ 
( ed, and all glorious with pin¬ 
nacles, & tabernacles set with 
imagery* 

iReseTsrckY the 

boat's bows ran into 

_ the reed & rush at the 

brim of the water, & Birdalone 
stepped ashore without more 
ado, and the scent of the mea- 
dow/sweetamongst which she 


landed brought back unto her 
the image of Green Byot that 
while agon e* 

H CIC now when she was 
ashore the dread took 
bold of her again, & her 
knees trembled under her, so 
that she might scarce stand, 
so fearful was she of walk¬ 
ing into some trap; especially 
when she beheld that goodly 
bouse, lesttberein awaited her 
some proud & cruet lady, and 
no kind damsels to deliver her. 
^RS lookedabout her,& 
saw in all the fair mea¬ 
dow neither man nor 
woman,nor draugbt/beastnor 
milcb/beast,nougbtbuttbelit/ 
tie creatures of the brake and 
the bent/grass, which were but 
as the blossoms thereof, and 
the birds running in the herb/ 
age orsingingamidst the tree/ 
boughs* 

■ RBJ4 she thought that 
sbemustneedsgofbr/ 
ward, or belike her er¬ 
rand wouldnotspeed; that the 
SendingBoat might not obey 
her, unless she saw through 
the adventure to the end; so 
she went on toward the house 
quaking. 

H OOJVwas she at the porch 
of the white palace,&bad 
seen no man nor heard 
any voice of men; much she 
marvelled,despite her dread,at 
the beauty of the said bouse, 
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and the newness thereof? for 
it was as one flower arisen out 
of the earth, and every part of 
it made the beauty of the other 
parts more excellent;&sonew 
It was, that it would have seem/ 
edas if themasons thereof had 
but struck their scaffold yes¬ 
terday, save that under the very 
feet of the walls the sweet gar/ 
den flowers grewallun crushed* 
fOm comes Birdalone 
i through the porch un¬ 
to the screens of the 
great hall; and she stopped a 
little to recover her breath,that 
she might be the quieter and 
calmeramongstthe great folk 
& mighty whom she looked to 
find therein. So she gathered 
heart; but one thing daunted 
her, to wit, that she heard no 
soundcome from that great & 
goodly hall,so thatshedoubt/ 
ed if it were perchance left de¬ 
sert by them who bad been its 
lords. 

tf )6 raised her hand to 
the door of the screen, 
and it opened easily be/ 
fore her, and she entered, and 
there indeed she saw new tid¬ 
ings, for the boards endlong & 
overthwart were set, and there/ 
at were sitting a many folk, & 
their hands were reached out 
to knife and to dish, and to 
platter & cup; but such a hush 
there was within,that the son g 
of the garden birds without 
Si 



sounded to her as loud as they 
were the voices of the children 
of Hdam. 

■ ex^sbesawtbatalltbat 
company, from the great 
folk on the dais down to 
those who stoodabou t thehall 
to do the service, were women, 
one & all; not one carle might 
she see from where she stood; 
lovely weretheymanyof them, 
& none less than comely; their 
cheeks were bright, and their 
eyes gleamed, and their hair 
flowed down fair of fashion* 
Hnd she stood, and durst not 
move a long while, but expect¬ 
ed when someone would speak 
a word, & all should turn their 
heads toward the new/comer* 
But none moved nor spake* 
Hnd the fear increased in her 
amidst that bush, and weigh¬ 
ed so heavy on her heart, that 
at last she might endure it no 
longer, but fell swooning to 
the floor. 

RGJSsbecame to her/ 
self, and the swoon/ 
dreams bad left her, 
she saw by the changing of 
the sun through the ball/win¬ 
dows that she had lain there 
long, more nearly two hours 
than on e; & atfirst she covered 
her face with her hands as she 
crouched there, that she might 
not see the sight of the silent 
ball, for yet was it as hushed 
as before* ^ben slowly she a- 
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rose, and the sound of her rau 
mentand her stirring feet was 
loud in her ears. But when she 
was upright on her feet, she 
hardened her heart, and went 
forth into the halt,and no less 
was her wonder than erst, for 
when she came close to those 
ladies as they sat at table, and 
her raiment brushed the rai¬ 
ment of the serving/women as 
she passed by, then saw she 
bow no breath came from any 
of these, and that they neither 
spakenormoved,because they 
were dead. 

T^firsttben,sbetbougbt 
to flee away at once, but 
again she bad mind of 
her errand, and so went up the 
ball, & so forth on to the dais; 
and there again, close by the 
high table,she saw new tidings, 
for there was seta bier,covered 
with gold and pall, & on it was 
laid a tall man, a hing, belted & 
crowned;&beside tbesaid bier, 
by the bead of the hing, hnelt 
a queen of exceeding goodly 
body, clad all in raiment of 
pearl and bawdekin; and her 
hands were clasped together, 
and her mouth was drawn, and 
her brow knit with tbeanguisb 
of her grief. But athwart the 
king's breast lay anaked sword 
all bloody; and this Birdalone 
noted, that whereas the lady 
wasofskin&bueasifsbcwere 
alive, the king was yellow as 
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wax,& bis cheeks were shrunk/ 
cn,& his eyes had been closed 
by the wakers of the dead. 

Birdalonelooked 
and wondered; & now 
if her fear were less,her 
sorrow was more for all that 
folk sitting there dead in their 
ancient state and pomp. Hnd 
was not the thought clean out 
of her head, tbatyet they might 
awake and challenge her, and 
tbatsbemight be made one of 
that silent company, dithal 
she felt her bead beginning to 
fail her, & she feared that she 
might swoon again & n ever wa/ 
k en more, but lie for ever beside 
that image of the dead king. 

O then she refrained her 
both of fear and sorrow, 
& walked speedily down 
the hall, lookingneitber to the 
right nor left: and she came 
forth into the pleasance, but 
stayed there nought, so nigh 
It seemed to that busbedcom- 
pany. 'Cbence came she forth 
into the open meadow, and 
sweet and dear seemed its hot 
sunshine and noisy birds and 
rustling leaves. Nevertheless, 
so great was the tumult of her 
spirits, that once more she 
grew faint, and felt that she 
might scarce go further. So 
she dragged herself into the 
shade of a tbom/tree, & let her 
body sink unto the ground, & 
lay there long unwitting. 








,4*Chapter XX. And now she 
comes to the Xsle of the Kings. 

nejsr Birdalone 
came to herself it 
was drawing to¬ 
ward the gloom/ 
ing,&sberoseup 
hastily, & went 




down to the Sending Boat, 
fbr she would not for aught a/ 
bide the night in that fearful 
isle, lest the flock of the hall 
should come alive and walk In 
the dusk & the dark. She step/ 

' pedaboard lightly,and yielded 
her blood to the pride of that 
ferry,andit awokeand bore her 
forth, & she went through the 
night till she fell asleep. 

sne awoke it 
was broad day & the 
’ sun just arising,and 
lot before her, some half mile 
off, an isle rugged and rocky, 
and going up steep from the 
shore; & then, held as it were 
by the fangs of the rocks and 
| pikes of the higher land, was a 
1 castle, white, high, and huge¬ 
ly builded, though, because of 
the rock/land belike, it spread 
not much abroad. lake to the 
lovely bouse of yesterday, it 
seemed new/builded; and, lit¬ 
tle as Birdalone knew of such 
ma tt ers, b er b eart to Id b er that 
this new bouse was fashioned 
for battle. 


F>S was downcast when 
she saw the isle so rugged 
and forbidding, but when 
the boat came aland in a stony 
bight, whence the ground wen t 
up somewhat steeply toward 
the heights, she went ashore 
straightway, and toiled up to/ 
ward the white battlement 
presently she found herself 
in a strait and rugged path be/ 
twixt two walls of rock ,so that 
she lost sight of the castle a 
while, till she came out on to a 
level place which looked down 
from aloft on to the blue water, 
but all over against her close 
at hand were the great towers 
andwalls.Sbe was worn by the 
rough road, and over helpless 
she felt her, and all too little to 
deal with that huge morsel of 
the world; & her valiancy gave 
way, & her trust in her errand. 
She sat down on a stone and 
wept abundantly. 

fCBR awhile she was 
amended, & she look/ 
ed up & saw the huge 
bold, and said: Yea, but if it 
were less by the half than it is, 
it would still be big enough to 
cow me Yet she stood not 
up.Chen she put forth a foot 
of her, and said aloud: Sore¬ 
ly hath this rough road tried 
Htra's sboon and their good¬ 
ly window/work; if they are to 
be known Imust be speedy on 
my journey or go barefoot. 
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r c m^ she spoke she stood 
up, and the sound of her 


own voice frighted her, 
though nought noiseless was 
the place; for the wind was 
there, and heat to and fro the 
castle and the rock, & ran baf¬ 
fled into every comer of that 
market/placeof nothing, form 
that garth was neither knight 
nor squire nor sergeant; no 
spear/bead glittered from the 
wall,no gleam of helm showed 
from the war/swales; no por¬ 
ter was at the gate; the draw¬ 
bridge over the deep ghyllwas 
down,the portcullis was up,& 
the great door cast wide open* 
/IRDHJvONe steeled 
her heart and went for/ 
i ward swiftly, and over 
the bridge,&entered the base/ 
court, and came without more 
ado to the door of the great 
hall,& open edit easily, as with 
the door of yesterday,looking 
to And another show like unto 
that one; & even so it fell out* 
IORSOOCF) the hall was 
nought lightand lovely, 

_and gay with gold and 

bright colours, as that other, 
but beset with huge round pil/ 
lars that borealofta wide vault 
of stone, & of stone were the 
tables; and the ballings that 
hung on the wall were terrible 
pictures of battled death,and 
the fall of cities, and towers a / 
tumblings houses a/flaming* 
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j^SSOJ^S the less there al¬ 
ii^ so were the shapes of 
folk that moved notnor 
spake, though not so throng/ 
ed was that hall as the other 
one; and it seemed as if men 
were sitting there at a council 
rather than a feast. Close by 
Birdalone's right hand as she 
entered were standing in arow 
along the screen big men/at/ 
arms all weaponed, and their 
faces hidden by their sallets; 
S down below the dais on eith/ 
er side of the high table was a/ 
gain a throngof all/armed men; 
and at the high /table itself, 
and lookingdown the ball, sat 
three crown ed kings,each with 
his drawn sword lying across 
bis knees, & three long/boary 
wise men stood before them 
at the n ether side of the board. 


H XRDHLOJVB looked on 
it all, striving with her 
fear: but yet more there 
was,for she deem ed that needs 
must she go through the ball 
up to the dais, lest the Send¬ 
ing Boat deny its obedience, 
dp toward the dais she went 
then, passing by weaponed 
men who sat as if abiding the 
council's end at the endlong 
tables* Hnd now, though no 
shape of man there spake or 
breathed,yet sound lacked not; 
for within the ball went the 
wind as without, & beat about 
from wall to wall, and drave 








clang and clash from the wea¬ 
pons hung up, and waved the 
arras, & fared moaning in the 
nooks, & hummed in the vault 
above. 



gfl]Me she up to the dais 
then, and stood beside 
one of the wise men, & 
looked on the kings, & saw the 
mightiness which had been in 
them, & quaked before them. 
Chen she turned from them 
and looked down to the floor, 
& lot there, just below the dais, 
lay a woman on a golden bier; 
exceeding fair bad she been, 
with long yellow hair stream¬ 
ing down from her head; but 
now waxen white she was, with 
ashen lips and sunken cheeks. 
Clad was she in raiment of 
purpteandpall, butthe bosom 
of her was bared on one side, 
& therein was the road where¬ 
by the steel bad fared which 
had been her bane. 

■ OSH when Birdalone bad 
gazed thereon a while, 
she deemed that if she 
tarried there longamidst those 
fierce men by the dead woman, 
she should lose her wit full 
soon, so sore the fear, held 
back, beset her now. there¬ 
fore she tumedand went hast¬ 
ily down the hall, and out-a- 
doors, & over the bridge, and 
ran fleet/foot down the rocky 
way whereby she bad come, till 
she could run no further, and 
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lay down under a great stone part IX. Of 
breathless & fordone; yet her the ton- 
heart upheld her and suffered drous Xsles 
her not to swoon, belike be¬ 
cause she bad given her limbs 
such bard work to do. 

ffiGRG SBG lay awake 
& troubled for an hour 
or more, and then she 
fell asleep, and slept till the 
day was worn toward sunset, 

& nought meddled with her. 

She arose and went to her ship 
somewhat downhearted, won/ 
dering bowmany such terrors 
should befall her; nay, whetb/ 
er the Sending Boat would so 
lead her that henceforth she 
should happen on no children 
of Hdam but such aswere dead 
images of the living. F)ad all 
the world died since she left 
the Isle of the Young and the 
Old? 


S O«ISOGVeR,shebad 
nought to do save to 
board her ferry,& con¬ 
tent its greedy soul with her 
blood,& drive it with the spell/ 
words.Hnd thereafter,when it 
was speeding on,and the twi¬ 
light duskingapace,she look/ 
ed aback, & seemed to see the 
far/off woodland in tbenortb/ 
ern ort, and theoak/ctad ridge, 
where she bad met her wood- 
mother; and then it was as if 
ftabundiawere saying to her: 
]Meet again we shall.Hnd there/ 
with straightway became life 
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^sweeter unto her* 
f&mieepertev cnei* 
PJfejJ the dusk, and became 
IWgl! night, and she floated 



on through it, and was asleep 
alone on the bosom of the 
water* 

Chapter XU* Of Btrdalone, 
how she came unto the Isle of 
JSothmg^^Jt 

OT'fG before sum 
rise, in the very 
morn/dusk, she 
awoke andfound 
that her ferry had 
taken land again* 
kittle might she see what the 
said land was like; so she sat 
patiently and abode the day in 
the boat; but when day was 
come, little more was to see 
than erst* for flat was the isle, 
& scarce raised above the wash 
of the leeward ripple on a fair 
day; nor was it either tim bered 
or bushed or grassed, and, so 
far as Birdalone might see, no 
one foot of it differed in aught 
from another. J^atheless she 
deemed that she was bound to 
go ashore and seek out the ad/ 
venture, or spoil her errand 
else* 

JdC Of the boat she 
stepped then, & found 
the earth all paved of a 
middling gravel, and nought 
at all growing there, not even 
the smallest of herbs; and she 
stooped down and searched 





the gravel, and found neither 
worm nor beetle therein, nay 
nor any one of the sharp and 
slimy creatures whichare wont 
in such ground* 

kt'CTXe further she 
1 went, and yet a little 
further, & no change 
there was in the land; and yet 
she went on & found nothing; 
& she wended her ways south/ 
ward by the sun, and the day 
was windless. 

&C last she bad gone a 
\ long way,&had no sight 
of water south of the 
isle, nor bad she seen any bill, 
nay, not so much as an ant- 
heap, whence she might look 
further around; and it seemed 
to her that she might go on 
for ever, and reach the heart of 
INTowbitherat last, therefore 
she thought she would turn 
back and depart this ugly isle, 
and that no other adventure 
abided her tberein.Hnd by now 
it was high noon; & she turn¬ 
ed about and took a few steps 
on the backward road. 

CIC even therewith it 
seemed as if the sun, 
which heretofore bad 
been shining brightly in the 
heavens, went out as a burnt- 
down candle, & all was become 
dullgrey over head,asall under 
foot was a dull dun. But Bird/ 
alone deemed she could follow 
a straight course back again, 



m 















& so walked on sturdily, Rour 
after hour she wen t and stay- 
ed’not, but saw before her no 
glimpse of the northern shore* 
and no change in the aspect of 
the gr ound about her, 

JUgsC had so happened that 
HJ^a little before she bad 
turned to go bach, she 
bad eaten her dinner of a piece 
of bread & a morsel of cheese, 
and now as she stooped and 
peered on the ground, loohing 
for some sign of the way, as 
her foot/prints going south, 
and had her eyes low anigh 
the earth, she saw something 
white at her feet in the gather¬ 
ing dusk (fbrtbeday was wear/ 
ing), and she put her hand to 
it and lifted it, and found it a 
crumb of bread, & hn ew that it 
must have come from her din/ 
nerof seven hours ago,where/ 
as till that time her bread bad 
lain unbroken in her scrip, fear 
and anguish smote her there¬ 
with, for she saw that in that 
dull land, every piece whereof 
was like every other piece, she 
must have gone abou t in aring, 
and come back again to where 
she first turned to make for 
the northern shore* 

t et: would she not cast 
aside all hope, but clad 
herself in her valiancy, 
forsooth she knew it availed 
nought to try to move on in 
the twilight; so she laid ber- 
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self down on that waste, and 
made up her mind to sleep if 
she might, and abide the new 
day there, and then to strive 
with the way once more, for be/ 
like, she thought, itmay be fair 
to/morrow, and the sun shin- 
ing.Hndas she was very weary 
with tramping the waste all 
day,she fell asleep at once,and 
slept the sbortnight through. 

H CTCwben sheawoke,and 
saw what the new day 
was, her heart fell indeed, 
fbrnowwas she encompassed 
and shut in with a thick dark 
mist (though it seemed to be 
broad day), so that bad there 
been aught to see she would 
notbaveseenitherown length 
away from her. So there she 
stood, hanging her head, and 
striving to think; but the mas/ 
ter/thought of death draw¬ 
ing nigh scattered all other 
thoughts, or made them dim 
and feeble. 

B O]^0 she stood there; 
but suddenly some¬ 
thing came into her 
mind. She set her hand to the 
fair/broidered pouch which 
bung from Viridis’ loin/girdle, 
and drew out thence flint and 
steel & tinder, which matters, 
forsooth, bad served her be¬ 
fore in the boat to make fire 
withal. “Chen she set her hand 
to her head, and drew forth 
the tress of hair which Rabun/ 
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part IX. Of dia had given her, and which 
the €Hon- was coiled up in the crown of 

drous teles her own abundant lochs which 
deched her eo gloriously; she 
drew two hairs from the said 
tress, and held them between 
her lips while she did up the 
tress in its placeagain, & then, 
pale & tremblin g, fell to strih - 
in g a light, & when she had the 
tinder burning,she cried out: O 
wood/mother, wood/mother f 
Row then may we meet again 
as thou didst promise me, if 
tdie here in this empty waste ? 
O wood/mother,if thou might# 
est but come hither for my de# 
tiverancet 


she burned the 
hairs oneaf teranother, 
and stood waiting, but 
nought befell a great while, & 
her heart sickened, and there 
she stood like a stone. 

■ CTC in a while, lot there 
came as it were a sha¬ 
dow amidst the mist, 
or rather lying thereon, faint 
and colourless, and it was of 
the shape of the woodnnotber, 
with girt#up gown and bow in 
band. Birdalone cried aloud 
with joy, and hastened toward 
the semblance, but came to it 
no nigher, and still she went, 
& the semblance still escaped 
her, and she followed on & on; 
and this lasted long, & faster 
& faster must she follow lest 
itvanisb, and she gathered her 
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skirts into her girdle, and fell 
to running fleet#f oot after the 
fleeing shadow, which she lov# 
ed dearly even amidst the jaws 
of death; &all her fleetness of 
f oot hadBirdalon e to put fbrtb 
in following up the chase; but 
even to die in the pain would 
shenotmiss that dear shadow. 
StTC sudden ly, as sberan, 
* the mist was all gone 


from before her, the sun 
shone hot & cloudless; there 
was no shadow or shape of 
Rabundia there, nought but 
the blue lake and the ugly lip 
of that hideous desert, with 
the Sending Boat lying a half 
score yards from her feet; and 
behind her stood up, as it were 
a wall, the mist from out of 
which she bad come. 

O RS O 0"C R Birdalone 
was too breathless to 
cry out her joy, but her 
heart went nigh to breaking 
therewith, & lovely indeed to 
her was the rippled water and 
the blue sky; & she knew that 
her wood/mother bad sped a 
sending to her help, & she fell 
a/weeping where she stood, for 
love of her wise mother, and 
for longing to behold her: she 
stretched out her arms to the 
north quarter, and said bless# 
ings on her in a voice faint for 
weariness. Chen she laid her 
down on the desert, and rest¬ 
ed her with sleep, despite the 









hot sun, and when she awoke, 
some three hours thereafter, 
all was as before, save that the 
shy hadnow some llght/flylng 
clouds,and still was the wallof 
mist behind her dherefore 
she deemed she hadyet time,& 
the blue rippling water wooed 
her mucfvbesweated limbs; so 
she did off her raiment & took 


the water, and became happy 
and unweary therelnXhen she 
landed and stood In the sun to 
dry her, and so, strengthened 
with that refreshing, clad her, 
and went aboard and did the 
due rites, & sped over the wa - 
ters, and had soon lost sight 
of that ugly blotch on the fair 
face of the Great dater. 


F)ere ends the Second part of the {Hater of the {Hon- 
droiis Isles, which is called Of the (Hondrous Isles, 
and begins the 'Chird part of the said tale, which is 
called Of the Castle of the Quest^?^ 


part XX. Of 
the don - 
drous Isles 
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the landless water* 

B rae HBOtlCnoonsbe 
j deemedshe sawa little 
|| cloud in the ofling that 
movednotas the other clouds, 
and she watched it closely at 
first, and it changed not any 
the more, and she grew weary 
of watching it and strove to 
sleep, turning her head to the 
after part of her ferry; & thus 
betwixt sleeping and waking 
she wore away three hours: 
then she stood upand looked 
ahead,and lo,the white cloud 
had taken shape,& was a white 
castle far away (for the day 
was exceeding clear), sitting, 
as it seemed, on the very face 
of the water*t^he boat sped on 
swiftly thitherward, so that 
it was not right long ere Bird- 
alone beheld the green shore 
on either side of the said cas¬ 
tle,andat last,three hours be¬ 
fore sunset, she was drawing 
nigh thereto, and beheld it all 
clearly, what it was* 

a n§fC was brand/new, and 

ion was * n ougb, build- 
kSJ ed part of stone & lime, 
part of framed work, but was 
but m iddltn g big.Hs she drew 
nigher yet, she saw that there 
were folk on the walls of it, & 
they seemed to see her, for a 
horn was winded from the bat/ 
tlement, & folk were running 
together to somewhither jgf 


cans tBB day to Birdalone 
save for her thoughts, and she 
slept not a good while of the 
night. Cdhen she awoke in the 
morning there was no land be/ 
fore her, and she began to fear 
somewhat that so it might be 
many days, and that she might 
have to fare the water landless, 
& perchance till she starved for 
hunger: for now was there but 
little victual left of that which 
the kind Viridis had given her. 
So she wore the day somewhat 
uneasily, and by then night fell 
bad eaten but little; yet was 
that little the last crumb and 
gobbet of her store* Adhere- 
fore it is no wonder though 
she were dismayed when she 
awoke early on the morrow, & 
beheld nought before her save 



































Hnd now was Birdalone come 
so near, that she saw the wa¬ 
ter/gate of the castle, and folk 
coming out thereby on to the 
landing/place; & she saw pre¬ 
sently, thata very tallman with 
grizzled hair stood foremost 
of them, & he waved his hand 
to her, and spake something, 
but the wind bore the words 



away from her; yet she seemed 
to know that this folk would 
do her to wit that they would 
havenoneof her; and her heart 
died within her, so faint and 
hungry as she was, 

jCKUSOevea the ferry 
, sped on its way swiftly, 

! & in a minute or two had 
stayed itself at the landing- 
stair,whereabout were gather/ 
ed a score of men, some armed 
some unarmed,& they seemed 
for the more part to be grey¬ 
headed and past middle/age, 
JIRDHkOT'Je stoodup 
in her craft, and the a- 
f oresaid tall grey man, 
who was unarmed, but clad in 



knightly raiment,stoodon the 
stair and spake unto her, and 
said: kady, this is an house 
where women enter neversince 
first the roof was done there¬ 
on, which forsooth was but a 
year ago, <He will pray thee 
therefore to turn thy boat's 
head away, & seek some other 
lodging by the water, either 
eastward or westward. 



SJXO-G knew Birda¬ 
lone of worldly cour- 
_ tesy, or she had made 
him asharp answer belike; but 
she only looked on him rue¬ 
fully, and said: Good warrior, 
X am com e a long way, and may 
not turn back from mine er¬ 
rand ; & X am now lacking vic¬ 
tual & hungry, & if yehelp me 
not, it is like that X shall die. 
jVIuch liethon mineerrand,if ye 
knew it She was weeping/ 
ripe, but refrained her tears, 
though her lip quivered. She 
stretched out her hands to the 
greybeard, and be looked on 
her and found her exceeding 
fair; and be deemed her to be 
guileless, both because of her 
simple speech and sweet voice, 
and the goodliness of her face 
and eyes. But be said: JLady, 
thine errand bath nought to 
do with it, it is thy womanhood 
that bars our door, for all we 
are bound by oath not tosuffer 
a woman to abide in this castle 
till our lords take the bann off, 
and bid us open to women J$f 
She smiled faintly, and said: 
Xf X might but see thy lords 
then,since thou art not mas ter 
bere^Be said ^bey areaway, 
& will not be back till to/mor- 
row morning; and X wot not 
the hour of their return. Hnd 
yet, said be, X would we might 
help thee somewhat j&Q X 
pray thee,Xpray thee t she said, 
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or mine errand will come to 
nought after all. 
^^f>eRe«n;rficamean/ 
jraM other man down the 
eSsgfiy stair, and stood by the 
old knight and plucked bis 
sleeve, & fell to talk with him 
softly. Cbis man was by bis 
habit a religious, and was a 
younger man than the others, 
it might be of live and thirty 
winters, and be was fair of fa¬ 
vour. (Hhile they spake toge¬ 
ther Birdalone sat her down 
again, & was wellmigb spent. 
[Clastthe oldman spake: 
t Damsel, hesaid,wedeem 
we may suffer thee to 
enter the castle since thy need 
is so great, and have a meal’s 
meat at our hands, & yet save 
ouroatb, if thou departtbence 
by the landward gate before 
sunset, Still this serve tbee?j^ 
fair sir, said Birdalone, it will 
savemy life an cl mine errand; X 
may say nomore words for my 
faintness, else would X thank 
thee. 



H F>G stood up on her feet, 
and the oldman/at/arms 
reached out his hand to 
her, and she took it & came her 
ways up the stair, but found 
herself but feeble. But the 
priest {forsooth be was chap¬ 
lain of the castle) helped her 
on the other side. But when 
she stood on the level stones 
by the water/gate, she turned 
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to the old man and said: One 
thing! will ask of thee, Xs this 
place one of the GXondrous 
Isles? Che elder shook bis 
head. (He know not the (Hon- 
drousXsles, said he; this cas¬ 
tle is buildedon the mainland 
jPF>er face flushed for joy at 
the word, and she said: One 
thing X will crave of thee, to 
wit, that thou wilt leave my 
barge lyingbere untouched till 
thy masters come back, & wilt 
givecommand tbatnone med¬ 
dle therewith, 

jpS|6would have answered, 
I but the priest brake in, 
§ and said: Chts will he 


do, lady, & be is the castellan, 
and moreover he will swear to 
obey thee herein jfiPHnd there¬ 
with be drew fbrtha cross with 
God nailed thereon, & the cas^ 
tellan swore on it with a good 
will. 

the priest drew 
Birdalone on,& between 
them they brought her 
into the great hall, and set her 
down in a chair and propped 
her with cushions. Hnd when 
she was thus at rest,she began 
to weep somewhat, & the cas¬ 
tellan and the priest stood by 
and comforted her; for tbem- 
seemed, despite her grief, that 
she bad brought the sun into 
their house. 







Os 



■ ext meKe victual 

brought unto her of 
broth andvenison, and 
good wine and cates & straw¬ 
berries; & she was notso fam¬ 
ished but she might eat and 
drink with a good will. But 
when she was don e,&bad rest# 
ed a little, the castellan stood 
up and said: kady, the sun is 
gone off the western windows 
now, &Xmustsave mineoatb; 
but ere thou depart, Xwere fain 
to bear thy voice givingm e par/ 
don for my evil cheer and the 
thrusting of thee fortb^Hnd 
therewith be put one knee to 
the ground, & took her hand 
and kissed it. But Birdalone 
was grown merry again, & she 
laughed & said: ftlbat pardon . 
thou canst have of me, kind / 
knight,thou bast; butnowme/ ll 
thinks thou makestovermuch 
of me, because X am the only 
woman who bath come into thy 
castle. Xam butasimple maid/ 
en, though mine errand be not 
little. 

fORSOO'CR she won¬ 
dered that the stark & 
gruff old man was so 
changed to her in little space; 
for nought she knew as yet 
bow the sight of her cast a hot 
gleedof love into the hearts of 
them who beheld her. 

B O<Kl Birda Ion e arose; but 
the castellan kneltather 
feet, & kissed her hand 



again, & again, and yet again. 
Chen be said: Chou art gra¬ 
cious indeed. But metbinks 
the father here will lead thee 
out/a/gates; for be may show 
thee a lair, wherein thou shalt 
be safe enough tomight; and 
to/morrow may bring new ticU 
ings. 

H O the priest made obei¬ 
sance to her and led her 
down the hall, & the cas/ 
tellan's eyes were following 
them till the screen bid them. 
"Che priest left her in the hall- 
porch a while, & went into the 
buttery, and came back with a 
basket of meat and drink, and 
they went forth at the great 
gate together, & there was the 
last of the sun before them. 
^Chapter XX. Of Birdalone, 
and how she rested the night 
through in a bower without 
the Castle of the Quests & 
1^ a fair smooth 
roadwenttbeya/ 
midstof a good/ 
ly meadow/ land, 
wherein were lit- 

_tie copses here 

& there. «Jben they were fair¬ 
ly out of the gate, the priest 
reached for Birdalone's hand, 
and she let him take it and lead 
heralon g thereby, thin kingno 
evil; but be might scarce speak 
for a while, so great was the 
stir in bis beartat tbetoucbof 
her bare flesh. But Birdalone 
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spake and said: Chou art kind, 
father, to lead me on my way 
thus. 

answered in a husky 
SlraR voice with his eyes cast 
gSEHSEi down,and forsooth set 
on the feet of her; It is not far 
that X am leading thee; there 
Is a broken cot by the copse at 
the turn of the road yonder, 
where thou mayst abide to¬ 
night ; it is better lodging than 
none, evil as it is for such an 
oneas tbou^Birdalone laugh/ 
ed; <Uorse haveX had, said she, 
than would be the copse with¬ 
out thecotjfifHndshe thought 
withal of the prison in the Xsle 
of Increase Unsought. 
|jpgg)eR voice seemed so 
cheery& friendly to the 
Slap priest, that he shook 
off somewhat the moodiness 
of his desire, and looked up & 
said: X shall tell thee, lady, that 
X suppose thou hast more er¬ 
rand with my lords than to 
crave lodgingof them despite 
the custom of the castle. JSay, 
Xhavean inklingof what thine 
errand may be, whereof more 
anon *, but now shall X tell thee 
what is best for thee to do so 
as to have speech of them the 
soon es t.Cbey have gone forth 
with some of ourladstogath/ 
er venison, or it may be beeves 
and muttons for our victual¬ 
ling, and somewhat of battle 
may they have had on the way, 
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for ill neighbours bavewe.But 
if they comeback unfoughten 
they will be wending this road, 
and must needs pass by thy 
copse/side; & if thou be s leep/ 
mg the noise of them will full 
surely awaken thee. Chen all 
thou hast to do is to come forth 
and stand in the way before 
them, that they may see thee; 
and when once they have seen 
thee, how may they pass thee 
by unspoken with? 

CF>H]SK thee heartily 
for thy rede, said Bird- 
alone; but X would ask 
thee two things: first, what is 
thenameof thecastle behind us? 
& second, why have ye the cus/ 
tom of shutting the door up¬ 
on women ?j^Said the priest: 
Che castle is called in this 
country/side, the <Hhite Cdard 
by tbeCHater; but within there 
we call it the Castle of the 
Quest; and thus is it called 
because my lords are seeking 
their loves whom they have 
lost; and they have sworn an 
oath thatno woman shall enter 
therein till theirown loves have 
trodden its floors. 

OS6 the heart of Bird- 
alone at that word, and 
she deemed indeed that 
she was come thither whereas 
hershe/friends would have had 
her. Che priest beheld her and 
saw how her beauty was eked 
by that gladness, & be scarce 










knew bow to contain himself, 
&m ight speak no word awhile; 
then be said: Rearken further 
concerning thy matter; if my 
lords be tarried, and come not 
by matin/song, then X doubt 
not but the castellan will send 
folk to see to tbee^Re looked 
down therewith and said: X will 
come to thee myself, and will 
bringtheemen/at/arms,if need 
be* But sometime to/morrow 
morning my lords will come, 
save mischief bath betid, which 
God forbid^Hnd be crossed 
himself; then he looked up & 
full in her face, and said: But 
keep thine heart up; for what¬ 
soever may betide, thou shalt 
not be left uncared for* 

SHXD Birdalone: X see of 
] theethattbouart become 
!my good friend, and it 
rejoiceth my heart; X shall be 
well at ease to/nigbt in thy cot, 
and to/morrow mom Xshallbe 
valiant to do thy bidding. 

H RG sweetness of her 
speech so overcame 
him, that he but look¬ 
ed confusedly on her, as if he 
scarce beard ber,*& they went on 
together without more words, 
till be said: Rere are we at the 
cot, and X will show thee thy 
cbam ber^Sobe led her toa lit/ 
tie thatched bower, built with 
walls of wattle/work daubed 
with clay, which stood without 
the remnant of the cot: it was 



clean and dry, for the roof was 
weather/tight; but there was 
nought in it at all save a heap 
of br acken in a comer. 
HgpRGRe stood the priest, 
IHU Still holdingBirdalone's 
band,and spake not, but 
looked about, yet always cov¬ 
ertly on Birdalone; but in a 
while he let go her hand, and 
seemed to wake up, and said: 
'Cbisitis; asorry place enough, 
were it even for a gangrel body 
jfiFGven so am X, quoth she 
laughing; & thou mayest look 
to it,tbat herein X shall rest full 
happily^'Chen be gave her a 
bom, drawing it from out of 
the basket of victual, which be 
now set down on the ground; 
and he said: Xf thou shouldst 
deem thee bard bestead, then 
wind this born, and we shall 
knowits voice up there & come 
to help thee, ffow X give thee 
good/night* 

[RB thankedhim sweet/ 
ly, and be went slowly 
1 out of the bower, but 
was scarce gone ere he came 
back again, & said: One thing 
Xmay perchance tell thee with¬ 
out drawing thine anger on my 
bead; to wit, that X it was who 
said to the castellan that he 
should take thee in. 3Hilt thou 
say aught to this ?j^Sbe said: 
X will thank theeagain & again; 
foritwas the savingof my life 
and mine errand. And clearer 
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Is It now than ever that thou 1 
art a good friend unto m c, 

Ssbelookedon him and 
caressed him with hind 
eyes, she saw that his 
brow was knit, and his face 
troubled,and she said to him: 
3Hhat alls thee ? art thou wroth 
with me In any wlse?jS?Ono, 
said he; how should! be wroth 
with theel But there Is a thing 
Xwould ash of thee^Yea, and 
wbat?saldsbejfi?Besald:JSay, 
Xmaynot,Xmaynot.Xt shall be 
for to/morrow, or another day 
^Be spahe It loohlng down, 
and In a brohen voice; and she 
wondered somewhat at him, 
but not much, deeming that 
he was troubled by something 
which had nought to do with 
her, & which he might refrain 
from thinking of, even before 
a stranger, 

CTC presently he caught 
her hand and hissed It, 
& bade her good/nlgbt 
again, & then went hastily out 
of the bower; andwben he was 
well without, he muttered, but 
not so as she might hear him; 
Durst X have ashed her, she 
would havesufferedme to hiss 
her cheek. Hlas tfool that! was f 
psgXRDHkO^e turned 
then to her bracken bed, 
3 and found It sweet and 





clean; and she was at rest and 
peace In her mind, albeit her 
body was exceeding weary,She 


felt happy In the little lonely 
cot, and her heart had gone out 
to the sweet meadow/land, & 
she loved Itaf ter all the trou ble 
of the water; and herseemed 
that even now, In the dush a- 

i growing In to darh, It lovedand 
caressed her. So she laid her 
down, nor unclad herself at all, 
lest she should have to arise 
on a sudden, and show those 
tokens of the three damsels on 
her body. 

IXCCL-B while she lay 
thcrc happily, beark- 
Bf enlng the voices of the 
nightingales In the brake, and 
then she fell Into a dreamless 
sleep, unbroken till the short 
night passed Into day. 
i) & Chapter XXX. Bow Blrda- 
lone dlght her for meeting the 
Champions of the Quests 
was the birds 
g their 

^ rst 8 ° n 9’ oncc 
Wj more that awak/ 
ened Blrdalone 
SaJ before the sun 
was up; but she bad no will to 
stlra while, whereas she felt so 
® happy and restful; & that all 
the more when she remember¬ 
ed where she was, and told her i 
self that her errand was now 
like to be accomplished;^! she 
thought of her friends whom 
she had left on theXsle of In¬ 
crease Ctnsought, and blessed 
them for their kindness, and 























the love of them was sweet 
to her heart, and amidst such 
thoughts she fellas leep again, 
.^^^■HbGJ^shcawoh e there/ 
M(iK aftcr ^erewasaflood 
^s§5sI^of sunshine lying on 
the meadows, and she sprang 
up in haste lest she had over¬ 
slept herself, but when she 
was comeou t of the bower,she 
soon saw that the sunbeams 
lay low on the land, and that it 
was yet the first hour of the 
sun; so she turned about, and 
went through the copse to the 
other side, and lo f a little clear 
stream running before her. So 
she spake to herself softly & 
said: fie on it 1X was weary with 
the boat and my hunger last 
night, and X went to bed un- 
washen; and this mom X am 
weary for the foulness of my 
unwashen body* tlnseemly it 
were to me to show myself 
sluttish before these lords; 
let me find time for a bath at 
least. 


■ j RGRGSUCfi she went 
: swiftly down to the wa- 
\ ter, undoing her girdle & 
laces by the way. She came to 
the stream & found it running 
between blue/flowertng mouse/ 
ear brushes, in to a pool which 
deepened from a sandy shal¬ 
low: soanon her borrowed rai¬ 
ment was lying on the grassy 
lip of the water, and she was 
swimming and disporting her 
hi 


in the pool, with her hair loose 
& waveringover herwhite back 
like some tress of the water- 
weed. therein she durst not 
tarry long, but came hurrying 
out on to the grass, and clad 
herself in haste.Butshe cover/ 
ed not her shoulders with the 
golden gown, nor laced it over 
her bosom, so that Viridis* 
smock might be the plainer to 
see: which smock was note¬ 
worthy, for the breast there¬ 
of was broidered with green 
boughs,whence brake forth lit/ 
tie flames of fire, & all so dain/ 
ty/wrought as if the faery had 
done it. 



X'CRHk she gather¬ 
ed up the gown in - 
to her girdle, and let 
the skirt/hem clear her ankles, 
sothatHtra’s shoon might be 
seen at once;& they were dain/ 
tily dight with window/work 
and broidery of gold & green 
stones, & blue. Hnd forsooth 
it was little likely that any man 
should stand before her amin/ 
ute ere his eyes would seek to 
her feet and ankles, so clean & 
kindly as they were fashioned. 

H RGRG®UCF> she set 
her hands to her head 
& trussed up her hair, 
& bound it closely to her head, 
so that it might hide no whit 
of her borrowed attire. 
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B RGRG SRB stood, with 
Hurea's collar lying on 
her dear neck, & Viridis' 
girdle about her shapen loins, 
and Htra's ring on her love- 
some finger* flnd she heark¬ 
ened a while & heard no sound 
of comingmen;&tbere came in/ 
to her hearta gen tie fear, which 
grieved her not* Over the water 
before her bung an eglantine 
bush, with its many roses ei¬ 
ther budding or but just out. 
Birdalone stole thither soft¬ 
ly, and said, smiling: f'fay, if X 
have nothing that is mine on 
my body, twill take this of the 
maiden's bath & make it mine. 
j^Hnd therewith she plucked 
asprayof the bush & turned it 
into a garland for her head; & 
then when she bad stood shy/ 
ly a while in that same place, 
she turn edandwent swiftly to 
her place beside her nigbt/bar/ 
bour,&stood there hearkening 
with that sweet fear growing 
upon her, her colour coming & 
going, & her heart beating fast. 

■ om trr>e thought of 
that kind priest who bad 
led her to the bower last 
night came into her mind, and 
she wondered why be bad been 
so trou bled. Hn dsbe thought, 
would tboseotbers be so kind 
to her, or would they deem her 
an impudent wench or a fool¬ 
ish, or pass her by ? 


ORSOO'CR if any bad 
passed her by it bad been 
not that heshouldmiss 
seeing her beauty, but that be 
should fear it, and deem her 
some goddess of the ©entiles 
of old time come before him 
for bis ensnaring. 

,4* Chapter IV. Hnd now she 
meets the Champions ^& 
303d,as she stood 
1 hearkening, she 
deemed she heard 
something that 
was not so loud 
| as the songof the 
blackbird in the brake,but fur/ 
tber off and longer voiced: and 
again she hearkened beedf ul- 
ly, and the sound came again, 
& she deemed now that it was 
the voice of an born. But the 
third time of her bearing it she 
knew that it was nought less; 
and at last it grew nigber, and 
there was mingled with it the 
sound of men shouting & the 
lowing of neat. 

B R6]V SBG stepped 
down to the very edge 
of the way, & now she 
saw the riding/reek go up into 
the clear air, and she said: ]^ow 
are they coming without fail, 
and I must pluck up a heart; 
for surely tbesedearf riendsof 
my friends shall neither barm 
a poor maiden nor scorn her. 















fOO]^ came the leading 
beasts from out of the 
dust/cloud, & behind 
them was the glitter of spear/ 
heads; & then presently was 
a herd of neat shambling and 
jos tlmgalong the road,andaf/ 
ter them a scoreorsoof spear/ 
men in jack andsaUet,who,for/ 
sooth, turn ed to look on Bird/ 
alone as they passed by, and 
spake here and there a word or 
two, laughing and pointing to 
her, but stayed not; & all went 
on straight to the castle, 

B ftBRBHfCeR was a 
void, & then came rid¬ 
ing leisurely another 
score of weaponedmen,where/ 
of some in white armour; and 
amongst them werefivesump/ 
ter horses laden with carcasses 
of venison, Hnd all these also 
went by & stayed not, though 
the most of them gazed on 
Birdalone hard enough. 

B HSC Of HJvk came 
three knights riding, 
one with a goldsurcoat 
over his armour, and thereon a 
cleft heart of red; the second 
with a green surcoat, & on the 
sameachief of silver with green 
boughs thereon, their ends a- 
flaming; but the third bore a 
black surcoat besprinkled with 
silver tears j£? Hnd all these 
three rode bare/headed, save 
that the Black Knight bore an 
oak/wreath on the head. 
h2 


■ 001 did Birdalone take part XXX, Of 
tohervaliancy,andshe the Castle of 
stepped out into the the Quest 
road till she was but a ten pa¬ 
ces from those men,who rein¬ 
ed up when they beheld ber;& 
she said in a clear voice; Hbide, 
warriors! for if ye be what X 
deem you, X have an errand un/ 
to you, 

H CHRCB were the words 
out of her mouth, ere all 
three had leapt off their 
horses, & the Golden Knight 
cameup to her, & laid his hand 
upon her side, & spake eagerly 
andsaid: Slhere is she, whence 
thou gattest this gown of 
good web?jg?Hnd thou, said 
she, art thou Baudoin the Got/ 
den Knight ?^But he set his 
hand to the collar on her neck, 
and touched her skin withal, 
and said: Chis, was she alive 
when thou earnest by it?j^ 

She said: If thou be Baudoin 
the Golden Knight, X have an 
errand to thee^I am he, said 
the knight; O tell me, tell me, 
is she dead ? j^FSatdBtrdalone: 

Hurea was alive when last X 
saw her, & mine errand is from 
her to thee, if thou be verily her 
lover. JSfow with this word X 
pray thee to be con ten ta while, 
said she, smiling kindly upon 
him, for needs must Xdomine 
errand in such wise as X was 
bidden. Hnd thou seest also 
that thy friends would have a 
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word of me. 

■ ORSOOCR, they were 
thrusting in on her, and 
the Green Knight gat a 
hold of her left wrist in his left 
hand, and his right was on her 
shoulder, and bis bright face 
close to her bosom whereon 
lay Viridis’ smock; & thereat 
she shrank aback somewhat, 
but said: Sir, it is sooth that 
the smock is for thee when 
thou bast answeredmeaques/ 
tion or two. Meanwhile X pray 
thee forbear a little; for, as X 
trow, all is well,&tbou shalt see 
my dearfriend Viridis again. 
Hjjwithdrew him a little, 
WPm Hushed & shamefaced. 
mgMh Rewasayoungmanex/ 
ceeding beauteous, clear/skin/ 
ned and grey/eyed, with curly 
golden hair, and be bore his ar¬ 
mour as though it were silken 
cloth. Birdalone looked upon 
him kindly though shyly, and 
was glad to the heart's root 
that Viridis had so lovely a 
man to her darling j®FHs for 
the Golden Knight, as Birda- 
lonemigbtseenow,bestooda 
littlealoof; he wasavery good/ 
ly man of some five and thirty 
winters; tall be was, broad- 
shouldered and thin/fianked, 
black/batred, with somewhat 
heavy eyebrows, fierce hawk/ 
eyes; a man terrible of aspect, 
when one first beheld him. 




om ame]sr the Black 
Squire bad hearkened 
Birdalone’s word con¬ 
cerning Viridis, be threw him¬ 
self down on tbeground before 
her, and fell to kissing her feet; 
or, if you will, Htra’s sboon 
which covered them. Cttben she 
drew back a little, be rose on 
one knee and looked up at her 
with an eager face, & she said: 
'Co thee also X have an errand 
from Htra, thy speech/f riend, 
If thou be Hrtbur the Black 
SquirejS?Re spake not, but 
still gazed on her till she red¬ 
dened. She knew not whether 
to deem him less goodly than 
the other twain. Re also was a 
young man of not overlive and 
twenty years, slim and lithe, 
with much brown hair; bis face 
tanned so dark that bis eyes 
gleamed light from amidst it; 
his chin was round and cloven, 
bis mouth & nose excellently 
fashioned; little hair be had 
upon bis face, bis cheeks were 
somewhat more hollow than 
round. Birdalone noted of bis 
bare bands, which were as 
brown as bis face, that they 
were very trim and shapely. 
Sgs&OCtt be rose to bis feet, 
l and the three stood to¬ 
gether and gazed on her; 
as how might they do other¬ 
wise? Birdalone bung her head, 
and knew not what next to do 
orsay. But she thought within 
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herself, would these three men 
have been as kind to her as her 
three friends of the Isle, had 
she happened on them in like 
case as she was that time? Hnd 
she settled with herself that 
they would have been no less 
kind. 




70Cd spake the Golden 
Knight, and said:3CUll 
the kind maiden do her 
errand to us hereand now ? for 
we be eager & worn with trou- 
blej!?Birdalon e lookedadown 
and was somewhat confused, 
fair sirs, said she, X will do 
your will herein. 

JtTC the Black Squire 
looked on her and saw 
that she was troubled, 
and be said: Your pardon, fair 
fellows, but is it not so that 
we have an bouse somewhat 
anigb,not ill purveyed of many 
things ? By your leave X would 
entreat this kvndand dear lady 
to honour us so much as to 
enter the Castle of the Quest 
with us, & abide there so long 
as she will; & therein may she 
tell us all her errand at her lei¬ 
sure; and already we may see 
and know, that it may not be 
aught save a joyous one, 

B fieN spake the Golden 
Knight, and said: X will 
ask the lady to pardon 
me, and wilt now join my pray¬ 
er to thine, brother, that she 
come home with us. kady, be 
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said, wilt thou not pardon me, 
that in the eager desire to bear 
tidings of my speecb/friend 
Xforgat all else? 

B TSfD therewithal be knelt 
before her, and took her 
band and kissed it; and 
forall his fierce eyes & bis war/ 
rior's mien, she deemed him 
kind & friendly jS^Cben needs 
must the Green Knight kneel 
and kiss also, though be bad 
no pardon to crave; but a fair 
sweet lad she thought him, & 
again her heart swelled with 
joy to think that her friend 
Viridis bad so dear a speech- 
friend to long for her, 

fRGf'J came the turn of 
the Black Squire, and 
by then were the two 
others turned away a little to¬ 
ward their horses; & be knelt 
down on both knees before 
Birdaloneand took her right 
arm above the wrist, & looked 
at the band and kissed tt as if 
it were a relic, but stood not 
up; & she stood bending over 
him, and a new sweetness en¬ 
tered in to her, the like of which 
she bad never felt. But as for 
the Black Squire, it seemed 
that one band would not suf¬ 
fice him, and he took her left 
hand and fell to kissing it, and 
then both the bands together 
allover the backs of them, and 
then the palms thereof, and 
be buried his face in the two 
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palms, and held them to his 
cheeks; & the dear hands suf¬ 
fered it all, and consented to 
the embracing of his cheeks. 


But Birdalone deemed that 
this was the kindest & sweet¬ 
est of the three kind warriors, 
and sorry she was when be let 
go her hands and stood up. 

■ XS face was flushed, but 
his speech calm, as be 
spake so that the other 
knights might hear him: j'fow 
will we straight to the castle, 
lady, & we will ask thee which 
of us three thou wilt honour 


by ridingbis horse there; shall 
it be Baudoin’s bright bay, or 
Hugh's dapple/grey,ormyred 
roan?^Hnd therewith be took 
her by the band and led her to/ 
ward the horses. But she laugh/ 
ed, & turning a little, pointed 
to the castle, and satd:]^ay, 
sweet lords, but X will fare a- 
foot, such a little way as it is, 
andXallunwont to the saddle. 
pHKB the Green Knight: 
Xf that be so, lady, then 
shall we three walk afoot 
with tbee^T^ay,nay, she said; 
X have nougbtto carry but my/ 
self, but ye have your byrnies 
and your other armour, which 
were heavy for you to drag on 
afoot, even a littleway.JVIoreo/ 
ver,Xwerefain toseeyou mount 
your horses, and ride and run 
about the meadow with toss¬ 
ing manes & flashing swords, 
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while X trudge quietly toward 
the gate; for such things, and 
so beauteous, are all new unto 
me,as ye shall learn presently 
when X tell you my story. Do 
so much to pleasure me, kind 
knights. 

fegfiG tallBaudoin nodded 
to ^ er ’ kindly, 

ggjggSy as much as to say that 
be thought well of her desire. 
But the Green Knight ran to 
bis horse with a glad shout, & 
anon was in the saddle with bis 
bright sword in his fist; then 
he spurred, and wen t a/gallop 
bitber&tbitberovertbemead, 
making his horse turn short & 
bound, & playing many tricks 
of the tilt/yard, and crying,H 
fiugb, H fiugb, for the Green 
Gown f j$TCbe Golden Knight 
was slower &more staid,but in 
manywise be showed bis war- 
deftness,ridingafterRugbas 
if he would fall on him,& stay/ 
mg bis way just as it became 
perilous; & be cried, Baudots, 
Baudots, for Gold/sleevesT^ 
Hnd all this seemed to Bird- 
alone both terrible and lovely. 
jQC fOR CRB Black 
Squire, be was slow to 
let loose Birdalone’s 
hand; but thereafter be was 
speedy to vault into his sad¬ 
dle^ hemade courses over the 
meadow, but ever came back 
to Birdalone as she went her 
ways, riding round and round 








her, & tossing his sword into 
the air the while and catching 
it as it fell. And no less lovely 
did this seem to Birdalone, & 
she smiled on him and waved 
her hand to him. 

fOX]^<3 slowly in this 
wise,sbe cam eat last to 
the castle gate; & now 
had all those three outgone 
ber&stoodafootin the wicket 
to welcome her, & the Golden 
Knight, who was the oldest of 
the three, was the speaker of 
the welcome. 

tfVGR the threshold of 
the Castle of the Quest 
[went Birdalone's feet 
then, & she was grown so bap/ 
py as she bad never deemed 
she should be all her life long. 

‘ Chapter V. Birdalon e has true 
tokens from the Champions 
of the QuesMM* 

jOKItbey brought 
1 Birdalone into a 
[very fair cham¬ 
ber, where was 
presently every/ 

_thing she might 

need, save a tiring woman, 
which,forsooth,was no lack un/ 
to her, since never bad she had 
any to help her array her body. 
So she did what she might to 
make herself the trimmer; and 
in a while came two fair swains 
of service, who brought her in 
all honour into the great hall, 
where were the three lords a¬ 


biding her. 'Cbere were they 
served well & plenteously,and 
fair was the converse between 
them; and in especial was the 
talkof Arthur theBlack Squire 
goodly and wise and cheery, & 
well/measured; and the Green 
Knight's speech m erry & kind, 
as of an happy child; and the 
Golden Knigbtspake ever free 
& kindly, though not of many 
words was he. And who was 
happy if Birdalone were not? 

when they had eaten 
j|||j?andwasbed their hands, 
i£ii§£atben spake the Golden 
Knight: Dear maiden, now are 
weready to bear the innermost 
of thine errand,all we together, 
if thou wilt. 

JIRDAkOJ^e smiled 
& reddened withal, as 
i she said: fair lords, X 
doubt not but ye are even they 
unto whom X was sent, but 
they who sent m e, & who saved 
me from death & worse, bade 
me do mine errand in such a 
way, that X should speak with 
each one of you privily, & that 
for a token each should tell me 
a thing known but to him and 
his love, and tome untowbom 
she bath told it. jsfowam XaU 
ready to do mine errand thus, 
and no other wise. 

AUG BCD they now, 
and were merry, & the 
Green Knight blushed 
like a maiden; forsooth like to 
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his very speecb/friend Viridis. 
ButtbeBlack Squire saidifair 
ftllows, get weallin to the plea/ 
sance this fairmom, &sit there 
on the grass, & our sweet lady 
shall take us one after other 
Into the plashed alley, & have 
the tokens of us. 

so they did, and 
^ went into the pleasance, 
i which was a goodly lit¬ 
tle garth south of the castle, 
grassed,&set thick with roses 
and lilies and gillyflowers, and 
other fragrant flowers. Chere 
then they sat on the daisied 
greensward, the three lords 
together, and Birdalone over 
against them, and they three 
watched her beauty and loveli¬ 
ness and wondered thereat. 
?CTC she said: JSTow it 
: comes to the very point 
l of mine errand; where¬ 
fore X bid thee, Baudoin the 
Golden Knight, to come apart 
with me & answertomy ques¬ 
tions,so thatXmay know sure/ 
ly that X am doing mine errand 
arigh t. 

she arose 

|j|i| to her feet, and he also, 
12^3 an cl he led her into the 
plashed alley, out of earshot 
of the other twain, who lay up/ 
on the grass biding their turn 
with but tittle patience. 

&C (URGJV those two 
were in the deep shade 
of the alley, Birdalone 
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said: "Chou must know, Sir 
Golden Knight, that the three 
lovers of you three were good 
to me in my need, and clad my 
nakedness from tbeirverybo/ 
dies, but this raiment they lent 
me, and gave it not; for they 
bade me give it up piece by 
piece each unto the one who 
had given it to his love, whom 
X should know by the token 
that he should tell truly the 
tale of its giving. JNow, fair sir, 
X know well, for X have been 
told, what was the tale of thy 
giving this golden gown to 
Hurea, & that same tale Shalt 
thou now tell me, and if thou 
tell it aright, then is the gown 
thine. Begin, then, without 
more tarryi ng. 

HOY, SHXD the 
g knight, thus it 
was: Hurea, my 
sweetling, abode 
with an ancient 
dame, a kinswo¬ 
man of hers, who was but scant/ 
ly kind to her; and on a day 
when we had met privily, and 
were talk ing together, my love 
lamented the niggard ways of 
her said kinswoman, and told 
bow she bad no goodly gown 
to make her fair when feasts 
were toward; but X laughed at 
her, and told her that so clad 
as she was <and her attire was 
verily but simple) she was fair/ 
cr than any other; and then, as 








ye may wot, there was hissing 
& clipping between us; but at 
last, as from the first X meant 
it, X promised herX would pur/ 
vey her such a gown as no lady 
should go with a better tn alt 
the country/side; but X said 
that in return X must have the 
gown she went in then, which 
had so long embraced her body 
and been strained so close to 
her body and her sides, & was 
as it were a part of her. Chat 
she promised me with hisses, 
and X went away as merry as a 
bird. Straightway thereafter 
X did do mahe this very gown, 
which thou bearest,dear maid/ 
en, and on the appointed day 
she came out to me unto the 
same place clad as she was be¬ 
fore; but the new gown X bad 
with m e. f>ard by our trysting/ 
place was a hazel/copse tbich 
enow, for it was midsummer, 
& she satd she would go there/ 
into & shift gowns, & bear me 
out thence the gift of the old 
clout (so she called it, laughing 
merrily). But X said; J^ay, X 
would go into the copse with 
her to guard her from evil 
things, beasts or men ;&witbal 
to see her do off the old gown, 
that X might hnow before X 
wedded her wbatlihe stuffing 
and paddingwent to mahe the 
grace of berflanhs & her hips. 
Hnd again was she merry, and 
she said; Come, then, thou 


Cbomas unbelieving, and see 
the side of mejj?So we went 
into that cover together, and 
she did off her gown before 
mine eyes, and stood there in 
her white coat with her arms 
bare, & her shou Iders & bosom 
little covered, and she was as 
lovely as awoman of the faery. 
Chen X made no prayer unto 
her for leave, buttoohmyarms 
about her, and hissed herarms 
& shoulders & bosom all she 
wouldsufferme, forXwas mad 
with love of her nahed flesh. 
Chen she did on this golden 
gown, and departed when she 
had given me the old clout a- 
foresaid, andXwent away with 
it,scarce feeling the ground be/ 
neath my feet; and X set the 
dear gown in a fair little coffer, 
and here in this castle X have it 
now, and many times X tahe it 
forth & hiss it and lay my head 
upon it^lNow this is a simple 
tale, lady, and X am ashamed 
that X have made it so long for 
thee. Hndyet X hnow not; for 
thou seemest to me so hind 
and loving and true, that X am 
fain that thou sbouldest hnow 
bow sorely X love thy friend & 
mine. 



XRDHJvONe deemed 
Baudoin a good man 
indeed, and the tears 
came into her eyes as she an- 
swered&said: Cruets thy tale, 
dear friend, and! have deemed 
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it rather short than long. Xsee 
well that thou artHurea's very 
lover; and it joys me to think 
that thou,O terrible champion, 
artyetso tender and true. JSow 
is the golden gown thine, but X 
willpray thee to lenditmealit' 
tie longer. But this jewelshalt 
thou have from my neck here 
and now; and thou knowest 
whence it came, thine H urea’s 
neck forsooth. 
\2p^ReReHIX€R she be- 
jf|§Mtooh it him, & he held 
wss^it in bis band doubt¬ 
fully a while, and then be said: 
Dear maiden, I thank thee, but 
twill take this collar, and lay it 
in my casket, & be glad there¬ 
of; and that the more, as, now 
X look on thee, X see nought 
missing from the loveliness 
of thine own neck. 

)0 to thy fellows now, 
saidBirdalone, & send 
me the Green Knight, 
the goodly ladjfi?So went be, 
^presently cameRugb thither 
merry and smiling, and said: 
Chou hast been longabouttbe 
first token, sweet mistress; X 
fear met shall make no such 
goodly story as bath Baudoin 
j^Hnd yet, said she, Viridis* 
tale was the longest of all. X 
doubt thou mayst fail in the 
token J&HwX she laughed; & 
be no less, and took her by the 
shoulders, & kissed her cheek 
frankly, and in such wise that 
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she feared him nought,& said: 
]Now that is to pay thee for thy 
gibe; whatwouldst thou have 
of me? JP Said Birdalone: X 
would have thee tell me how it 
was that Vivid is came by the 
smock with the green boughs 
aflame, which now X bear upon 



me. 

leHRKBN, dar¬ 
ling lady, said he: 
On a day Viridis 
and X were alone 
in the meadow, 
& so happy, that 
we might find nought to do 
save to fall into strife togeth¬ 
er; andXsaid it to her, that she 
loved me not as well as X loved 
her; which, by the way, was no 
less than a lie, fprof all things 
living she is the most loving, 
and when we be together she 
knoweth not bow to make en¬ 
ough of me. CHell, we fell to 
wrangling after the manner of 
lovers, till X, having nothing 
else to say, bade her remember 
that since we bad first come to 
love each other, X bad given her 
many things, & she had given 
me nothin g.ko, then 1 my dear, 
wbatan tlbconditioned lad was 
X. But, little as X meant it, she 
took ttallamiss,and leapt up, 
and fell to running back home 
over the meadow; thou mayst 
think bow easily X caught up 
with her, & bow little loth she 
was to be dragged back by the 






shoulders. So when we were 
sitting again under the thorn/ 
bush, we had wethnigh done 
our wrangle? but she unlaced 
her gown & drew down a comer 
thereof, toshowmehershoul/ 
der, howl had hurt it e'en now; 
and forsooth some little mark 
there was on therose/leaf skin; 
and that made good time for 
kissing again, as ye may well 
wotjgSTChen she said un tome: 
Hnd how may I,a poor damsel, 
give thee gifts, & my kindred 
all greedy about m e ? Yet wou Id 
X give thee a gift, such as X 
may, if X but knew what thou 
wouldst takej^JSow my heart 
was afire with that kissing of 
her shoulder, and X said that X 
would have that very same 
smock from her body, which 
then she bore, and that there¬ 
of X should deem that X had a 
rich gift indeedjj§?<Hhatf said 
she, and wouldst thou have it 
here and now ? Hnd indeed 
X think she would have done it 
off herthat minute badXpres- 
sed her, but X lacked the bold¬ 
ness thereto; and X said: ]^ay, 
but would she bring it unto me 
the next time we met; and for¬ 
sooth she brought it folded in 
apiece of green silk,and dearly 
have! loved it & kissed it sith/ 
ence. But as for thy smock, X 
bad it fairly wrought^ embrou 
dered with the flaming green 
branches, as thou seest it, and 



X gave it to her; butnot on the 
day when she gave m e the gift; 
for the newonewaslongabout 
doing jg jVow this is all the 
tale, & bow Viridis might eke 
it into a long one, X wot not. 
But let it be, and tell me, have 
X won thy smock, or lost it? 
?XRDHkOJvre laughed 
on him and said: Hlell, 
at least thou shalt have 
it as a gift; & thou mayst call 
it given either byViridisorme, 
which thou wilt. But with it 
goes another gift, which thou 
mayst have at once since thou 
must lend me the smock a lit¬ 
tle longer Hnd therewith 
she betook him her girdle, and 
be kissed it,but said: j^ay,fair 
lady, this befittetb well the love/ 
tin ess of thy body that thou 
shouldst wear it; & well it be¬ 
fittetb the truth & love of thy 
soul to ward it for me; X pray 
thee to keepit^jsfevertheless, 
she said,X will not have it, for 
it goetb with mine errand that 
thou take it of me. jN'ow X bid 
thee depart, and send hither 
thy fellow, t he Black Squire. 

?e]NTChetben,& 
anon comes the 
i Black Squire,& 
now that be was 
alone with Bird/ 
alone this first 
time, be seemed moody and 
downcast, all unlike the two 
others. 5e stood a little aloof 
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from Birdalone, &said: 3db.it 
wouldst thou ask of mz?j& 
Rer heart was somewhat chill/ 
ed by his moodiness, for erst 
had she deemed him the kind/ 
est of the three; but she said: 
Xt is of mine errand to ask of 
thee concerning this foot/gear 
which Htra lent me until Xgive 
it unto thee, if thou be verily 
her loverj^Said he: X was veri¬ 
ly her lover jj^Birdalone said: 
TZben canst thou tell me the 
manner of thy giving these fair 
shoon unto Htra? 

■ B said: Sven so; we were 
walking together in this 
country/sideand came to 
a ford of the river, and it was 
somewhat deep and took me 
to over the knee,so X bore her 
over in my arms; then we went 
on a little further till we must 
cross the river back again in 
another place,& there the ford 
was shallower, and,the day be/ 
mg hot, Htra mustneeds wade 
it on her own feet* So she did 
oflFhosen and shoon, andX led 
her by the hand, andit took her 
but up to mid/leg* But when 
we came up out of the water 
and were on the grass again, X 
craved the gift of her foot¬ 
gear for the love of her, & she 
gave it straightway, and fared 
home barefoot, for it was over 
the meads we were wending in 
early summer, and the grass 
was thick and soft* But there/ 
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after X did do make the fair 
shoon which thou hast on thy 
feet, & gave them to her. Hnd, 
foraf urther token that my tale 
is true,Ishall tell theetbatthe 
name of the first ford we wad/ 
ed that day is the Grey mag’s 
Slade, and the second is called 
Goat f ord.'Chis is all my tale, 
lady; is the token true ? 

B RC16 it is, squire, said 
Birdalon e, an d was si- 
lentawhile,andhealso. 
jS? TZhen she looked on him 
friendly, & said: ^hou art out 
of heart as n ow,my friend, fear 
not, for thou shalt without 
doubt see thy speech/friend 
again. JMoreover here is a ring 
which she set upon my finger, 
bidding me give it thee^Hnd 
she held it out unto him. 

JG took the ring, & said: 
Yea,itis bestthatXhave 
it of thee, lest unluck 
come thereof j£?Sbe saw trou/ 
ble in his face, but knew not 
what to say to cheer him, and 
they stood silently facing one 
another fora while ^'Chen he 
said: J^et us back to our fel¬ 
lows, and talk it over, what is 



now to be done. 

H O they went their ways 
to where lay the other two 
upon the green grass, & 
the Black Squire lay down be/ 
side them jbutBirdalone stood 
before them & spake unto the 
three. 





Chapter VI. Row the Cham¬ 
pions would do Birdalone to 
be clad anew in the Castle of 
the Quest 

ORDS, she said, 
now is it clear by 
the tokens that 
mine errand is to 
you & none oth¬ 
er ; now therefore 


am I to tell you what to do to 
come untoyour speecb/friends 
and deliver them & bring them 
back hither, for this is their 
case, that they are in captivity 
in a wonder/isle of this great 
water, and it is called the Xsle 
of Increase Unsought. 

;pHKB CRB Bolden 
Knight: fair lady, we 
have beard before that 
our friends fared hence, or ra¬ 
ther were taken hence over the 
water. Hnd that is the cause 
why we bu tided this castle on 
the water's edge, on the very 
stead where was raised the pa/ 
vilion, the bouse made for the 
ladies to abide therein the bat/ 
tie of the Champions. Since 
that time, moreover, many a 
barge & keel have we thrust out 
into the water, that we might 
accomplish the Quest wbere- 
unto we were vowed; but ever 
one way went our seafaring, 
that when we were come so far 
out into the water as to lose 
sight of land, came upon us 
mist, rose against us dusk & 



darkn ess; and then a fierce dri/ 
ving wind that drave us back 
to this shore. Xtis but six days 
ago since we tried this adven¬ 
ture for the last time, and be¬ 
like the same shall befall us 
then ext time we try it.Rlbere- 
foreXmustask thee, lady,dost 
thou know any way whereby 
we may come to the said isle ? 
for if thou dost, full surely we 
will try it, whatsoever may be 
the risk thereby to our bodies 
or our souls. 

?aivJv stmeivY X do, 
said Birdalone; else 
bow bad X come from 
thencehithermineown self 
Hnd therewith she told them 
of the Sending Boat, what it 
was, and bow she had come all 
the way by means thereof from 
tbeXsleof Increase Unsought; 
&tbey all hearkened her heed/ 
fully, & wondered both at the 
sorcery, and the valiant heart 
of her who bad driven it as she 
would in despite of the evilj^F 
But in the end she spake and 
said: Lords,ye bavenow beard 
some deal of my story, even 
that which concerns you there/ 
of,&wbicbmustneedsbetold 
at once: wherefore doubtless 
ye shall fare un to your speech/ 
friends by this ferry in the very 
wise that X shall show you; 
unless perchance ye deem that 
X have been lying and making 
light tales to you, as, sooth to 


Part XXX. Of 
the Castle of 
the Quest 















part XXX* Of 
the Castle of 
the Quest 




say, X deem ye think it not. 

pHKB Cf)B Golden 
Knight: Damsel, in all 
wise we trow in thee & 
thy tale. Hnd God forbid that 
we should tarry T Go we hence 
this very day. 

B GH, but hearken, said 
the Black Squire: Xs it 
not a part of this dam¬ 
sel’s errand that she should 
deliver to us theraimen tof our 
friends, which now she bear- 
eth on her own body, that we 
may bear it back unto them ? 
SOOCfHs that,saidBirda/ 
lone, and ye may well wot 
that this may be nought 
but needful, whereas the said 
ladies be all beset by sorceries, 
jee ye then, fellows, 
said the Black Squire, 
it may not be to/day 
noryetto/morrowthatwemay 
take the road, for ye wot that 
there is no woman’s gear in all 
the castle, and we must needs 
send otherwhere to seek it. 

^ ^s^OOK thou,maiden ,said 
the Golden Knight 
aaeag laughing, how duly 
this young knight thin keth of 
thee; whereas!, who am his el/ 
der, and should be wiser than 
he,am but heedless of thee. X 
pray thy pardon. 

?OReOVGR, said the 
i Black Squire, there may 
'well be wisdom in a- 
biding; for it is to be thought 
no 




that our dear loves considered 
this, & knew what the time of 
tarrying should be, & have so 
digbt their matter as to fit in 
therewith; fiXmay not deem it 
of them that they would have 
us array this our dear sister & 
theirs in unseemly wise. ]^ay, 
for that would be an ill begin¬ 
ning of this deal of the Quest. 

■ OSl all yeasaid this glad/ 
ly; & the Green Knight 
said: Xt were not so ill 
done that we should see more 
of oursisterhere ere we depart, 
and hear more of her tale; for 
meseemeth she began it ere- 
while but half/way Hnd be 

turned to Birdalone, and took 
her hand and caressed it. 

jjtjXRDHkONB smiledon 
them somewhat shyly, 
and thanked them; but 
bade them spend as little time 
as might be on berarrayal.f or, 
said she, though those ladies 
may well have reckoned on the 
time of tbearrayalof my body, 
yet surely also they shall have 
reckoned with the eager fire of 
love in the hearts of you, and 
the haste it shall breed therein, 
pleased were 
they with that word 
1 of hers, but none the 
less sent two sergeants and a 
squire with led horses unto 
the cbeaping/town, a goodly 
and great town bight Green- 
ford, which was some twenty 
















mites thence, with the errand 
to brin g back with them a good 
shaper and embroideress,and 
sewing/women, and doth and 
stlk and linen, and all things 
needful* 

HHjgS for jewels, each one of 
^hsl| them was fain to give 
her something which he 
prized, and fair and rich were 
the gifts, though they had 
not been made for women. Hs 
a fair SS collar of gold, which 
the Golden Knight gave her, 
and a girdle of broad golden 
plates, wrought beauteously, 
which was the gif tof the Black 
Squire. Hlbeit he did not offer 
to clasp it round her loins, as 
she deemed he would; forwhen 
the Green Knight brought his 
gift, a great gold ring, very an/ 
cientof fashion,he would have 
her turn back the sleeve from 
herfore/arm,thathemightset 
bis dwarf/wrought gold upon 
the bare flesh; neither did he 
refrain him from kissing it 
withal. 

3CTC messengers 
came back with their 
workwomen & stuffs 
early on the morrow; and now 
was changed all the manner of 
the woman less castle, & men 
were full merry therein. 



^Chapter VXX. Of Birdalone, 
bow she told the Champions 
all her tale,4*,4* 

E C was a matter of eight 
days, the making of all 
Birdalone's raiment, & 
meanwhile she was ever 
with the three Cham¬ 
pions, either all three to 
gether, or one or other 
of them. Hnd as to their man¬ 
ners with her, ever was the 
Golden Knight of somewhat 
sober demeanour,as if be were 
an olderman than he verily was. 
CbeGreen Knight was forever 
praising Birdalone’s beauty 
to her face,and seemed to find 
it no easy matter to keep his 
eyes off her, and somewhat be 
wearied her with kisses and 
caresses; butagay& sportive 
lad be was; and when she re¬ 
buked him for bis overmuch 
fondness, as now & again she 
did,be would laugh at himself 
along with her; & in sooth she 
deemed him beart/whole, and 
of all truth to Viridis, and oft 
be would talk of her to Birda¬ 
lone, and praise her darling 
beauty to her, and tell of bis 
longing for bis love aloof 
Only, quoth be, here art thou, 
my sister, dwelling amongst 
us, & shedding thy fragrance 
on us, and showing to us, wilt 
thou, wilt thou not, as do the 
flowers, all the grace & loveli¬ 
ness of thee; & thou so tender 
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of heart withal,that thou must 
not blame me overmuch if 
whiles I forget that thou art 
my sister, and that my love is, 
woe's mef far away* So thou 
wilt pardon me, wilt thou not ? 
^V^a, verily, said she, with a 
whole heart. Vet thou needest 
not reach out for my hand; 
thou hast had enough of it 
this morning ^Hnd she hid 
it, laughing,in the folds of her 
gown; & he laughed also, and 
said: Of a truth thou art good 
inallwise,andayoungfoolam 
I; but Viridis shall make me 
wiser, when we come together 
again. Sawest thou ever so fair 
a damsel? ever, she said, 
and surely there is none fairer 
in all the world. So hold thee 
aloof now fora while, & think 
of her. 

S for tbeBlack Squire, 
hight Hrtbur, Birda- 
lone was troubled for 
bim,& be made her somewhat 
sad. Crue it is that be came 
not before beragain so moody 
and downcast as when he was 
giving her the token; yet she 
deemed that he enforced him/ 
self toseem of good cheer, fur/ 
tbermore, though he sought 
her com pany ever, & that Ion e/ 
ly with him, & would talk with 
her almost as one man with a- 
notber, though with a certain 
tenderness in bis voice,& look/ 
ing earnestly on her tbewbile, 
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yet never would be take her 
hand, or touch her in any wise. 
Hnd true it is that she longed 
for the touch of his band. 

^ the third day of her 
sojourn in the Castle 
of tbeQues t,Birdalone 
took beartat the much egging 
of her friends, as they sat all 
together in the meadow with¬ 
out the castle, to tell them all 
the story of her; she hid none, 
save concerning the wood- 
mother, for she deemed that 
her sweet friend would love 
her the better if she babbled 
not of her. 

■ O the Champions heark¬ 
ened her telling the tale 
in her clear lovely voice, 
and great was their love & pity 
for the poor lonely maiden. 
Hnd in especial clear it was to 
see that they were sore moved 
when she told bow she first 
came on the SendingBoat, an d 
how the witeb/wife torment¬ 
ed her innocent body for that 
guilt. Chen Baudoin laid bis 
hand upon her head, & spake: 
poor child, much indeed hast 
thou suffered 1 and now I will 
say it, that it was for us & our 
loves that thou bast borne all 
this anguish of captivity and 
toil and stripes* 

ICIC fiugb leaned over 
1 to her, as she sat with 
her bead hanging down, 
and kissed her cheek and said: 







Yea l and X was not there to 
smite the bead off that accurst 
ed one; and! knew nought of 
thee and thine anguish, as X 
tool? my light pleasure about 
these freemeadowsj^Hnd be 
turned very red, andwent nigh 
to weep. 

jRCfiUR sat still with 
bis eyes bent down on 
the ground, and be said 
nothing; & Birdalone glanced! 
on him wistfully ere she went 
on with her tale. Hnd she wen t 
onandtold closely allthat bad 
happened unto berin tbecross/ 
ing of the water & on the Xsle 
of Increase Unsought, & the I 
other bonder Xslcs; and she 
deemed it not too much that * 1 
she should tell it twice over, 
nor they that twice over they 
should bear hen it. 

IRH'C same evening as 
Birdalone walked by her/ 
self in the castle pleas/ 
ance, she saw Hrtbur peering 
about as if be were seeking 
someone; so she stood forth, 
and asked him was be seeking 
aught; and be said: 'Cbee was 
XseekingjjSPButsbedurstnot 
ask him what be would, but 
stood silent & trembling be¬ 
fore him, till betook her band, 
& spake not loud but eagerly. 
£f CBR what thou bast 
told us to/day, X seem 
to know thee what thou 
art; and X tell thee that it is a 




pain and grief to me to leave 
thee, yea to leave thee were it 
but for a minute. O X pray tbee 
pity me for the sunderingjg? 
Hnd therewith hetumedabout 
and hastened into the castle. 
But Birdalone stood there 
with her heart beating fast & 
berflesb quivering,&a strange 
sweetness of joy took bold of 
her. But she said to herself 
that it was no wonder though 
she felt so happy, seeing that 
she bad found out that, de¬ 
spite her fears, this one of her 
friends loved her no less well 
than the others. Hnd then she 
spake it in a soft voice that she 
would indeed pity him for the 
sundering,yea, & herself also. 

bvbrc Recess, 

when they met there¬ 
after, bis demeanour to 
her was none otherwise than 
it bad been; but she no long¬ 
er heeded this since now she 
trowed in him. 

Chapter VXXX. Xn the mean¬ 
while of the departing of the 
Champions, they would plea¬ 
sure Birdalone with feats of 
arms and games of prowess. 

SSBD the days 

1 ‘ T now speedily, & 

the three Cham¬ 
pions did what 
theymigbtfortbe 
_solace of Birda¬ 
lone. for they & their house¬ 
hold showed her of arms, and 
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they tilted together court eous 
ly; and the sergeants stood 
forth, and shot In the bow be¬ 
fore her, till she herself by 
their bidding took the bow In 
hand, and shot stralghter and 
welbnlgh as hard as the best 
man there, whereat they mar¬ 
velled, and praised her much. 

B R6]^ the young men 
ran afoot before her for 
the prize of a belt and 
knife, and fbrsootb she wot¬ 
ted well that were she to run 
against them with trussed/up 
skirts she would bear off the 
prize; but she had no heart 
thereto, for amidst them all, 
&bernew friendships, she had 
grown sbamefast,&mlghtptay 
thewood/malden no longer. 
~\GXL twice the Champt- 
, ons fared further afield 
with her to show her 
some woodcraft; yet were not 
very free to go far, because of 
thelll neighbours whereof the 
chaplain bad told her tbatfirst 
night of her coming. 

H I^D In all these pastimes, 
whatso they were, Bird- 
alone bore herself well 
and merrily, and put from her 
the sorrow of the sundering, 
& the peril of her dear friends 
which grew now sonear at hand. 
PgSiSRe chaplain aforesaid, 
HHl who bight Leonard, she 
fell In with not seldom; 
and be was everm eek & bumble 




before her; and ever withal was 
sorrow easy to be seen In bis 
countenance,^ trouble withal; 
and she knew not bow to help 
him, save by being courteous 
& kind with him wbenso they 
met; but nonetbemoremight 
be pluck up cheerful counten/ 
ance In answer to her kindness. 
jlCf) SlrHymerls, the 
t grlzzle/balred casteb 
■Ian, she foregathered 
also oft enough, and could 
not forbear some merry gibes 
with him concemlngtbelrfirst 
m eetln g, and how that she bad 
been a burden and a terror to 
him; & these mocks sbemade 
him because she saw It liked 
him not III to be mocked In 
friendly fashion; though for¬ 
sooth betwixt the laughter he 
looked on her somewhat rue¬ 
fully. Hnd ever, ere be parted 
from her, he made occasion to 
kiss her hands; and she suf¬ 
fered It smiling, and was de¬ 
bonair to him; whereas she 
saw that be was of goodwill to 
herein such wise then wore 
the hours and the days. 
CbapterXX.BIrdalone cometh 
before the Champions In her 
new array 

OCH the tlmewas 
come when Bird/ 
alone had all her 
gear ready, and 
the women were 
to abide In the 












castle as her serving/damsels 
while the Champions were 
away* 

jjSgj|TtO now in the summer 
eve, an hour before sun/ 
set* Birdalone did on 
therichestof bernewratment, 
and came into the ball where 
sat the Cbm together, & Sir 
Hymeris with them. She was 
so clad, that she bad on a green 
gown with broidered sleeves, 
fithereovera white cote/bardie 
welted with gold, and gold- 
embroidered; on her feet were 
gold sboon of window/work, 
pearled and gemmed; and on 
her bead a rose garland; on 
her neck she bore the Golden 


Knight's collar; her loins were 
girt with the Black Squire's 
girdle; & on her wrist was the 
Green Knight's ancient gold 
ring; &sbe carried in berarms 
Hurea's gown & Viridis’ shift 
and Htra's sboon. 

?HCF>GR sunrise than 
sunset it seemed, as 
verily birdalone she 
came into the hall with bright 
eager eyes, & flushed cheeks, 
and countenance smiling with 
love. Che men stood up all, 
& would come down from the 
dais to meet her; but she bade 
them go back, and sit each in 
bis place till she stood before 
them. 
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|p the ball then she 
I walked, and every step 
of hers seemed lovelier 
than the last, till she came to 
them and gave unto each bis 
keepsake,&satd:Cbampions, 
now is mine errand all done, 
save that to/morrow X must 
show you the manner of the 
Sending Boat. J^ow there is 
nought save the darkness of 
the coming night to hinder 
you from this lastdealof your 
Quest; and it is X that have 
brought you to this, and have 
done this good unto you, if no 
more good X do in the world. 
SIherefore X pray you to love 
me ever, & bear me ever in your 
minds. 

jUppFjGYffazedon ber,&were 
overcome by her loveli- 
tSUsiness and grace, and by 
the kindness &valiancy of her 
heart. Next arose the Golden 
Knight,Baudoin towit,&took 
a cross from bis breast, and 
held it up, and spake: JMaiden, 
thou say est well, & never shall 
we forget thee, or cease to love 
thee; and here X swear by God 
upon the Cree, that it shall be 
a light thing for me to die for 
thee, if in any need X And thee. 
Brethren,willyenot swear the 
same? Hndtbisisbuttbydue, 
maiden, for Xdeclare unto thee, 
tbatwhen thou didst enter the 
hall e'en now, it was as if the 
very sun of heaven was com- 
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mg in unto us. 

B F>eR€OJNf the other 
two tool? the Rood and 
sworeuponit; & Hugh 
wasbusbedandmeekandsad/ 
faced after he had sworn; but 
Hrthur the Black Squire bow/ 
ed down his head and wept, & 
his fellows marvelled nought 
thereat, neither didBirdalone; 
and all her body yearned to¬ 
ward him to solace him. 

turned SlrBaudoln 
to the castellan & said: 
Sir Hymerls, X will now 
swear thee to guard this lady 
astheappleofthlneeyewhlles 
we three be away, and therein 
to spare neither thyself nor 
others* for thou seest well 
what grief It would be to us If 
she came to any barm* 

B ]NT> to me also, said the 
castellan jgFHnd there¬ 
with be swore upon the 
Rood, & then came round the 
table, and knelt before Birda- 
lone,and kissed her hands* 

B RCRBHf CBR were 
they all silen t a space; 
& then cam e Blrdalon e 
to the Inner side of the table & 
sat betwixt Baudoln & Rugb* 
But the Black Squire took up 
the word & spake: Blrdalone, 
sweet child, one thing Is to be 
said, to wit, that It were well 
that thou keep within walls 
while we be away; or at least 
that thou go but a little be¬ 
nd 


yond the castle, and never but 
within a half bowshot, save 
thou be well accompanied, for 
there bemen of violence dwell/ 
Ing no great way off, reivers 
and rovers, who would be well 
pleased to take from us any¬ 
thing which we deem dear; be¬ 
sides others who would think 



the Ilf tin g of such a jewel good 
bap indeed. Sir Hymerls, have 
a care of the Red Knight; & if 
thou migbtest come by a few 
morestout lads, to wage them, 
it were well* 

?XRDH JvOJ^e heeded not 
what the castellan an¬ 
swered, such a shaft of 
joy went to her heart when she 
heard that friend speak her 
own name in such wise as be 
had never done erst, and that 
before them all* She but mur¬ 
mured some yeasay to that 
which Hrthur bad spoken un¬ 
to her, and then she held her 
peace for the sweetness of that 
moment. 

O there they sat & talked 
awhile in dear and plea¬ 
sant converse; & Rugh 
fell to asking her of her life in 
the Rouse under the 3Hood, & 
she answered all frankly and 
simply, and the more she told 
the dearer she seem ed to them. 




« RUS DRem night in, 
till folk camefiockmeal 
In to the hall; f or n eeds 
must befeastand banquet for 









triumph of the furtherance of 
the Quest; &tbemostof men 
were merry; but somewhat so/ 
her were all the three Champi¬ 
ons, so that whoso ran might 
read it in their faces. He for 
Birdatone, she showed cheer- 
f ut to ail that folk which loved 
ber& praised her; but inward¬ 
ly sorrow bad come home to 
her heart. 

Chapter X. Che Champions 
go their ways in the Sending 
BoaM*,4* 

BejsrcfiesaN 
was arisen on the 
morrow the three 
Champions went 
down to the land/ 
mg/place,«&tbere 


was none with them; for they 
had given command that no 
man should pry into their do¬ 
ings. Cbitber to them cometh 
Birdatone, clad no more in her 
gay attire, but in a strait black 
coat and with unshod feet; and 
she looked no sorrier than she 
was. 

Birdalone’s rede the 
Champions bore down 
in their own bands the 
victual & weapons and armour 
that they needed for the voy¬ 
age; for she knew not but that 
the Sending Boat might take 
it amiss that any should touch 
her save the senders.flnd when 
they haddone lading her, then 
all four stood together by the 


water’s edge, and Birdatone part XXX* Of 

spake to her friends, & again the Castle of 

bade them beware of the wiles the Quest 

of the Xsle of JVotbing; and 

again she told them of the wo- 

f ul images of theXste of Kings 

and the Xsle of Queens, & the 

strange fblk of the Xsle of the 

Young and the Old. Chen she 

said; J^ow when ye come to the 

Xsle of Increase Unsought, 

what think ye to do?jS?Said 

the Green Knight: Xf X might 

rule, we should go straight up 

to the witch sitting in her ball, 

as thou toldest us, my dear, 

and then and there smite the 

bead from off ber^ fits eyes 

flashed and bis brow knitted, 

& so fierce he looked that Bird/ 
alone shrank back from him; 
but the Black Squire smiled & 
said: Xt may come to the smit¬ 
ing off of heads in the end; yet 
must we so fashion our carv¬ 
ing, thatitavail us for the free/ 
ing of our friends; else may 
the witch die, and the secret of 
the prison/bouse die with her. 

Row sayest thou, dear Birda¬ 
tone? 

■ RG reddened at the ca¬ 
ress of his voice, and an/ 
swered; By my rede ye 
shall seek & find your speech- 
friends ere ye make open war 
upon the witch; else may her 
malice destroy them ere ye urn 
do berjfiPRer face flushed yet 
more as she spake again: But 
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concerning all things, Xdeem 
that Atra may give you the 
best rede, when ye have met the 
loves; for that she knoweth 
more of the isle and its guiles 
than the others. 

CIOCfiBaudoin: Here/ 
in is wisdom, sweet 
_maiden, for as guile¬ 
less as thou mayst be; and so 
far as we may we shall follow 
thy rede; but all lieth in the 
fathom of the coming time. 
And now this moment is the 
momentof sundering & fare¬ 
well. 

IjMB he then to Birda- 
lone and took his two 
_ hands about her head, 
and lifted her face unto him, 
& kissed it kindly, as a father 
might kiss a daughter, & said: 
farewell, dear child, and take 
heed to the word that Arthur 
spake yesterday, and go not 
from the castle even a little way 
save with good and sure com¬ 
pany. 

BBp'fcameBugh to her, 

. &took her hand some/ 
Uvhat timidly; but she 
put up her face to him in sim¬ 
ple wise, and he kissed either 
cheek of her, and said no more 
than: farewell, Birdalonel 

}HSTXY came Arthur, 

! and stood before her a 
little; & then he knelt 
down on the stones before her 
& kissed her feet many times, 
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and she shuddered andcaught 
her breath as they felt his kiss/ 
esjbutneitherhenorshespake 
a word, and he stood up and 
tumedawayatonce toward the 
Sending Boat, & boarded her 
firstof the three; & theothers 
followed straightway. 

B RBReAf ce R Cf>B 
Champion s bared each 
an arm, and let blood 
flow thence into a bowl, & red¬ 
dened stem and stern of their 
barge, and then all three spake 
the spell together thus, as 
Birdalone had taught them; 

Che red raven/wine now 
Hast thou drunk,stern & bow; 
Slake then, and awake. 

And the northern way takef 
Che way of the Slenders 
forth over the flood, 
for the will of the Senders 
is blent with the blood, 

S]SC AIX as before 
thereafter, that the 
Sending Boat stirred 
under them, and then turned 
aboutand pointed her bows to 
the northward, & sped swift¬ 
ly over the waters. Xt was a 
fair sunny day, with no clou d, 
nought save the summer haze 
lyingon the lake faraway.Birda* 
lone stood watching the speed/ 
ing of the boat, till she could 
see it no longer, not even as a 
fleck on the face of the waters. 
Chen she turned away & went 








toward her Cham ber, saying to 
herself that the sundering was 
easier to bear than she had 
deemed it would be, and that 
she had a many things to do 
that day. But when she came 
in to her cham ber, and shut the 
door,she looked about heron 
the things which had grown so 
familiar to her in these few lat# 
ter days, and she stood watch/ 
mg the bright sunshine that 


stream ed across the floor and part III. Of 
lay warm upon ber feet; then the Castle of 
she took three steps toward the Quest 
the window, & saw the lake ly¬ 
ing all a/glitter under the sun, 
and ber heart failed ber withal, 
and she hadnomightsomuch 
as to think about her sorrow 
<& caress it, but fell down where 
she was swooning on to the 
floor, & lay there, while atl the 
house began to stirabout ber. 


Here ends the Orird part of the (Hater of the (Hon- 
drous Isles,wbicbis called Of tbe Castle of tbe Quest, 
and begins tbe fourth part of tbe said tale, wbicb is 
called Of tbe Days of Hbiding ## 
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,4* Chapter t, Of Birdalone’s alley up and down,letting the 
grief i & of Leonard the Chap- tears run down from her as 
lain^^gt they would, Chen she turned 

bach in to the castle, and went 
out/a/gatca and walhcd over 

Ip ^aHMl dow, ancfcame hurrying out 
MM after ber^&vnth many prav< 

with her, an d, after his won t, 
CHJMe BtRDH LOJ'ie to her/ knelt down to kiss her hands, 
self, and that was hut little joy she caught them away from 
unto her, and she yet lay still him peevishly, and was sorry 
on the floor for a while, for she for it thereafter, 
loathed the hour that was to /gjjg^OT**© Sfie sat in the 
come, Chen the life stirred in \1Kof ball, scarce moving, 
her, and whereas she would not till she beard one en- 


there, she stood up, & clad her- it was Leonard the chaplain, 
selfsomewhatmore seemly; yet Re came her way, and showed 
she did on her black raiment; her rueful countenance;&pity 
and determined in her mind of him smote her, and she re- 
tbat nought would she wear membered therewith bow they 
save black unadorned while her first went out of gates toge- 
friends were away, tber;&at the thought thereof 

H RS betook her now to the her tears brake fortbagain, bu t 
chamber where her women she made him a sign with her 
were gathered together/ hand to sit down beside her, & 
and watched them working a- be did so: & when she might 

























tears and sorrow; but she an¬ 
swered him tittle, for she bad 
shame to begin the talk con¬ 
cerning the Champions & their 
Quest, & their departure; yet 
might she not bring her tongue 
to make any speech else. But 
presently betook up the word, 
& asked her bow long a while 
she deemed they would be a- 
way, & she answered, smiling 
on him for thanks, and having 
reckoned the days on her fin¬ 
gers: Ifall go better than well, 
they may be back in ten days' 
-time^Saidtbecbaplain :Cbere 
be longer whites of waiting in 
most men's lives Tea, she 
said, but this is the delay at the 
best; it may be far longer; for 
bow may we tell what baps 
maybe? 

SSgjGH, said Leonard, shall 
H we then call it twenty 
__ days, or thirty? for¬ 
sooth, that may be long for 
thee; though there be some 
who must needs endure hope 
deferred a deal longer. But it 
may run out longer than even 
thirty days, thy waiting/tide, 

[B6 answered not, & be 
I said: Cdhenso the time 

_/bangs heavy on hand 

with thee, if thou bast will to 
fareabroad out of the castle,! 
shall be ever at band to guide 
tbee.Indeed,! wot that the cas/ 
tellan will be loth to let thee go; 
but be is old and straitlaced: 




& yet withal be wotteth, as do 
we all, that there is now little 
peril or none were we to fare a 
five miles or more, whereas we 
are as good as at peace for the 
last five days with all save the 
Red Knight, & of him we wot 
that be is gone into another 
land with as many of bis folk 
as be not needed for the ward/ 
Ing of bis bold. 

m CRHNK ^nee, said 
' Birdaione, but it is like 
to be my will not to fare 
out/a/gates till the Champions 
come back home. ! was glad 

f e'en now when the castellan 
fetched me in again: to say 
sooth, fear of peril bad just 
entered my heart when became 
up w ith me. 

flfejfje priest seemed some- 
i KHi chapfallen at her 
1^^ answer. Re spake little 
more, and presently be stood 
up, made his obeisance, & de¬ 
parted. 

Chapter XX.Birdalone leameth 
loreof the priestXen days of 
f waiting wear,#,*# 

ORG that day 
and the next,and 
Birdaione fell to 
talking with her 
women, where¬ 
of were five now 
left;&fouroftbemwereyoung, 
the eldest scarce of thirty sum# 
mers, & the fifth was a woman 
of sixty, both wise and kind. 
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HU these told her somewhat of 
their own lives when she ashed 
them; andsome withal told of 
folk whom they had known or 
heard tell of.Hnd well pleased 
wasBirdaloneto hear thereof, 
and learn more of the ways of 
the world, & quick/witted she 
was at the lesson, so that she 
needed not to ask many ques' 
tions. 


B tlR'CRGRJviORe, she 
took to her broidering 
again, & fell to doing a 
goodly pair of shoon f orHtra, 
since she had worn those bor/ 
rowed ones somewhat hardly. 
Hnd the women wondered at 
her needlework, so marvellous 
fine as it was,and how that in 
little space of time were come 
flowers and trees, and birds 
and beasts, all lovely; & they 
said that the faery must have 
learned herthat craft. But she 
laughed and reddened, and 
thought of the wood/mother; 
and, sitting there within the 
four walls, she longed for the 
oak /glades, and the wood- 
lawns, and for the sight of the 
beasts that dwelt therein* 

)©HXJ^ she fell in with 
5 Leonard the priest, 

_& he asked her could 

she read in a book, & when she 
said nay, be offered to teach 
herthat lore, and she yeasaid 
that joyously; & thenceforth 
would she have him with her 
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every day a good while; and an 
apt scholar she was, and he no 
ill master, and she learned her 
H.B.C. speedily. 

?OCClit was tbenintb day 
i since the Champions 
were gone, and ail that 
time she bad not been out*a/ 
gates; and after the first two 
days, had enforced herself to 
fill up her time with her work 
as aforesaid; but this last day 
she might do but little, for she 
could not but take it for sure 
that the morrow would be the 
day of return; nay, even she 
deemed that they might come 
in thenigbt/tide; so that when 
she went to bed, though she 
was weary, she would wake if 
she might, so that it was nigh 
dawn ere she fell asleep. 

H OJVie three hours after 
she woke up, and heard 
a sound of folk stirring 
in the house, and the clashing 
of weapons; & the heart leapt 
in her, and she said: 'Cbey are 
come, they are come! Never¬ 
theless she durst not get out 
of bed, lest her hope had be¬ 
guiled her; and she lay awake 
another hour, and no tidings 
came to her; and then she wept 
herself to sleep; and when she 
awoke once more, she found 
that she must have weptsleep/ 
ing, for the pillow beside her 
face was all wet with the tears. 





B f)€ sun was high now, 
& his beams were cast 
bach from the ripple of 
the lake, and shone wavering 
on the wallof the chamber, the 
window whereof gave on to the 
water .Chen cam e a bandon the 
latch of the door, & she start¬ 
ed, and her heart grieved her; 
but it was one of the women 
who opened, and came in, and 
Birdalone rose up sitting in 
her bed, and said faintly, for 
she could scarce speak: Is any 
tiding toward, Catherine?,^ 
Che maid said: "Yes, my lady; 
for early after sunrise came 
weaponed m en to the gate, and 
would sell us beeves; and my 
lord,Sir Hymeris, must needs 
go forth & chaffer with them, 
though belike they had been 
lifting what was neither ours, 
nor theirs,nor theneigbbours'. 
JVlay be Sir Hymeris looked to 
buy tidings from them as well 
as beef.Hny how they departed 
when they had gotten their 
money&drunkacup.Hndnow 
it is said that the Red Knight 
bath been hurt in some fray, 
and keepetb bis bed; where¬ 
fore the land shall have peace 
of him awhile Said Birda¬ 
lone: I than k thee, good Catfv 
erine; I shall liealittle longer; 
depart now. 

B r>e woman went her 
ways; & when she was 
gone, Birdalone wept 



and sobbed, and writhed upon 
her bed, and found no solace 
to her grief. But sbearoseand 
paced the chamber, & sitbence 
looked out of the window over 
the em pty water, & weptagain. 
"Chen she said: Y^t they may 
come ere noon, or it may be ere 
evening, or perchance tomor¬ 
row morning. Hnd she stayed 
her weeping, and was calmer. 
Bu t still she walked the floor, 
and whites looked out of win¬ 
dow, and whiles she looked on 
her limbs, &felt the sleekness 
of her sides, and she said: O 
my body I bow thou longest! 
CTC HC she clad 

herself in baste, & went 
stealthily from the charm 
ber, as if she feared to meet 
anyone; & she stole up to the 
tower/top that was mgbest,& 
looked through the door on to 
the leads, & saw no one there; 
so she went out, and stood by 
the battlement, & gazed long 
over the water, but saw neither 
boat nor burning mountain 
coming towards her. 

Chapter HI. J^ow woutdBird/ 
alone ride abroad,^,*# 

fCGR a while 
she came down a/ 
gain, and went to 
the women, and 
satworkingwitb 

_them a while, and 

so wore away two hours. Chen 
she sent for tbepriestand bad 
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her lesson of him; and when 
she had been at it another two 
hours, shebade him begin and 
learn her writing; and nought 
loth he was thereto; forsooth 
he had been longing to pray 
her to suffer him learn her, but 
durst not. for in such teacb- 
ingneeds must be sit full nigh 
to her, and watch her hands, 
fit her fingers striving to shape 
the letters; nay, whiles must 
hetoucb her band with his, and 
hold it. CClberef orenow be pro/ 
mised himself a taste of para/ 
dise. Ulitbal he was full meet 
to learn her, whereas be was 
one of the best of scribes, and 
a fair/writer full handy. 

B O they fell to the les¬ 
son, fitshe becam e eager 
thereover, and learned 
fast, fit clave to the work, while 
bis soul was tormented with 
longingfor ber.Hnd thus wore 
a three hours, and then sud¬ 
denly she looked up wearily 
from her work, fit her trouble 
was awake, fit the longing for 
her speecb/friend, fit she gave 
the priest leave for that day, 
but suffered him to kiss her 
hand for wages. 

B fiSJri she hurried up to 
the tower/top, when the 
afternoon was wearing 
into evening; and abode there 
a long while looking over the 
waters, till it began to dusk, 
and then came down miserably 
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and went to her women. 

ffiG next day was like 
unto this; nought be/ 
tid, and she wore the 
hours whites going up to the 
tower/top fit looking over the 
take, whiles broideringamidst 
her maids, whiles learning her 
clerk's work with Sir Leonard, 
but ever eating her heart out 
with her longing. 

iN'Cne third of these 
days she called the cas/ 

1 teltan to her for a talk, 
fit asked him what he thought 
of it, this delay of bis lords' 
return. Quoth the greybead: 
JVIy lady,we may not wonder if 
they be tarried for a few days; 
for this is an adventure on 
which they have gone, fit many 
haps betideinsucbtales.ftow 
I beseech thee torment not thy/ 
self; for the time is not yet 
come for thee even to doubt 
that they have miscarried. 

B IS mOKOS solaced her 
much for that time, where/ 
as she saw that be spake 
but the sooth; so she thanked 
him, fit smiled upon him kind/ 
ly; and be was ravished there/ 
at, and was for kn eeling before 
heratoncefiikissing her hands 
after bis won t; but she smiled 
again and refrained him, and 
said; ]Say, not y et, fair friend; 
that is for the departure, and 
I have yet a word to say unto 
thee; to wit, that I long to go 







out/a/gate 3 , and it will solace 
me and give me patience to a- 
bide the coming of my f riends. 
for thou must (mow, Sir Hy- 
m eris, tbatXwas rearedamidst 
the woods and the meadows, 
with the burning of the sun, 
and the buffets of the wind; & 
now for lack of some deal of 
that am X waxing white & faint* 
Hnd thou wouldst not have 
me falling sick on thine bands 
now, wouldst thou? 

■ HY, surely', lady, saidSir 
Hymerts; this very day 
X will ride out with thee; 
and two score or more of wea¬ 
pon ed men shall ride with us 
for fear of mishaps J9 Said 
6irdalone,knittingher brows; 
]STay, knight,Xneednot thy men/ 
at/arms; X would fain go free 
and atone* for bast thou not 
beard how thatthe Red Knight 
is hurt & keepetb his bed? So 
what peril is there? Said 
StrHym erts: Yea,lady; but the 
RedKnigbtisnottbe only foe, 
though he be the worst: but it 
may well be that the story is 
but feigned, for the said ene¬ 
my hath many wiles* Hnd look 
you, kind lady, it is most like 
that by now be bath heard bow 
in my poor castteis kept ajew- 
el, a pearl of great price, that 
bath not its like in the world, 
and will encompass the steal¬ 
ing of It if be may* 




^Hd0I>eD Birdalone, part XV. Of 
and said: But bow if the Days of 
the said jewel bath a Hbiding 
wilt, and legs and feet thereto, 
and is ready to take the peril 
on her,&willwendout/a/gates 
if she will? <Hbat wilt thou do 
then, lord? J9 "Chen, said the 
castellan, X shall fetch thee 
back,and, though it be a grief 
to me, shall have thee borne 
back perforce if nought else 
may do. for so the oath sworn 
to my lords compelletb me. 

jGHXjNf laughed Bird- 
1 alone,andsatd:f)eark/ 
en, whereto cometh all 
this kneeling^ hand/kissing f 
Butbearin mind,fair lord,bow 
once on a time thou wouldst 
have me out/a/gates, would X, 
would!not, & now, will X,will 
X not, thou wouldst keep me 
within; so have times chang¬ 
ed, and maybappen they may 
change yet again* But tell me, 
am X mistress over my worn en 
to bid them wbatXwill?^Cer/ 
tes, said be, & over all of us j£S? 

Said she: Xf then! bade them, 
some two or three, come with 
me in to the meadows & woods 
a half day's journey for our 
disport, bow then ?j^f or that 
once,said SirHymeris,Xsbould 
bid them disobey their lady. 
t^Said Birdalone: Hnd bow if 
they disobeyed thee,& obeyed 
me?^ Quoth Sir Hymeris:Xf 
they bring tbee back safe,they 
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may chan ce to sing to the twig/ 
gen fiddle/bow, that they may 
be warned from such folly ;but 
if they come back without thee, 
by HU Hallows the wind of 
wrath shall sweep their heads 
off them f ii 

IRDHkON€ flushed \\ 
red at his word, & was y 

_ silent a while; then she .1 

said, making cheerful coun- M 
tenance agaim'Chou art a hard ^ 
master, lord castellan; but X < 
mustneeds obey thee,"Chere- ] 
fore X will take thy bidding, & 
ride abroad in such wise that! // 
shall scare the land with an ar/ 
my, since no otherwise may X 
look on the summer land*But 
to/day X will not go, nor to¬ 
morrow belike; but some day 
soon. Hnd in good sooth X 
thank thee for thy heedful care 
of me, and wish X were better 
worth it. ]^ay, nay, thou shalt 
not kneel to me, but X to thee; 
for thou art verily the master. 

H RGRSQUCR she rose 
from beside him, and 
kneltdown before him 
& took bis hand and kissed it, 
and went her ways, leaving him 
ravished with love of her. But 
now she bad no scorn of him, 
but deemed, as was true, that 
be was both valiant and trusty 
and kind, and she than ked him 
in her heart as well as in words. 


,4*CbapterlV,Of Birdalone's 
faring abroad^t^ 

J^DeBD Birda- 
lone longed on 
any terms to be 
out/a/gates & to 
have some joy of 
the summer; for 
now she began to see that 
she might have to abide some 
while ere her friends should 
come to her in the Castle of 
the Quest; and she was angry 
with herself that her longing 
was thus wasting ber,andsbc 
rebuked herself &satd; SIbere 
is now that Birdalone who let 
but few days go by without 
some joyance of the earth and 
its creatures? she who bore 
lightly the toil of a thrall, and 
gibes andmocking&stripes? 
Surely this is grievous folly, 
that X should be worsened 
since X have come to be the 
friendof gentle ladies,&nobte 
champions, and mighty war¬ 
riors. Rad it not been better to 
have abided under the witch/ 
wife's band? for not every day 
nor most days did she tor¬ 
ment me. But now for many 
days there has been pain and 
grief and beart/sickness hour 
by hour; and every hour have 
X dreaded the coming of the 
next hour, till X know not bow 
to bear it. 



















1,0 she strove with her¬ 
self, ^became of better 
heart, and set herself 
strongly to the learning of the 
clerkly lore; she gathered her 
wits together, and no longer 
looked for everyday and every 
hour to bring about the return 
of tbeCbampions,nor blamed 
the day and the hour because 
they failed therein, & in all wise 
she strove to get through the 
day unworn by vain longing* 
[RCRCfQRC, on a 
day when three whole 
? weeks were gone since 
the day of departure, she was 
glad when the castellan came 
to her and said: Lady, these 
two days X have had men out 
to spy the land, and their word 
goes that nought Is stirring 
which a score of us well/arm¬ 
ed might have cause to fear; 
wherefore to/morrow, if it be 
thy will, we shall bring thee 
out/a/gates, & so please thee, 
shall be in no haste to come 
back,butmay lieoutin tbewild/ 
wood one night, & come back 
at our leisure on themorrowof 
to-morrow. Row sayest thou 
of thy pleasure herein ? 

■ F)€ thanked him, & yea- 
said it eagerly, and next 
morning they set forth; 
and Birdalone had with her 
three of the women,fithey had 
sumpter/beasts with them, & 
tents for Birdalone and her 




maids* 

1,0 they rode by pleasant 
ways & fair meadows, 

__'and the weather was 

good, for it was now the first 
days of ?uly, and all was as 
lovely as might be; & for that 
while Birdalone castoff all her 
cares, and was merry, and of 
many words and sweet jandall 
the folk rejoiced thereat, for all 
loved her in the Castle of the 
Quest, besides those one or 
two that loved her overmuch. 
®ODB they thus a twelve 
miles or more, and then 
they came, as their pur/ 
pose was, to the beginning of 
a woodland plenteous of veni/ 
son, and they bunted here, and 
Birdalone took her part there¬ 
in, and all praised her wood¬ 
craft; albeit because of her 
went a head or two free that- 
had fallen else, whereas of the 
carle hunters were some who 
deemed the body of her bet¬ 
ter worth looking on than the 
quarry. 

■ ^occisoevea, they slew 
I of bindandroeandother 
swood/cattle what they 
would, some deal for their sup/ 
per in the wilderness, some to 
bear home to the castle. But 
when night was nigh at band 
they made stay in a fair wood/ 
(awn about which ran a clear 
stream, whereby they pitched 
the ladies* tent; and Birdalon e 
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and hers went down into the 
water & washed the weariness 
off them; and her ladies won- 
deredat the deftness of Bird- 
alone's swimming; for they 
bathed in a pool somewhat 
great into which the stream 
widened, so that there was 
space enough for her therein* 

H Y then they were washen 
& clad goodly in ratmen t 
which they had brought 
on the sumpters, the men had 
lighted fires and were cooking 
the venison, & anon there was 
supper & banquet in the wild/ 
wood, with drinking of wine 
and pleasant talk & thetelling 
of tales and singing of min¬ 
strelsy; and so at last, when 
night was well worn, & out in 
the open meadows the east¬ 
ern sky was waxing grey, then 
Birdalone and her ladies went 
to bed in their fair tents, and 
the men/at/arms lay down on 
the greensward under the bare 
heaven* 

Chapter V, SirHymeris show/ 
eth Birdalone the mountains 
afar off^Jf^ 

RCf* IC mns 
morning & they 
arose, the day 
was as fair as 
yesterday, and 

_folk were even as 

joyous as tney had been then, 
all but Birdalone, and she was 
silent & downcast, even when 


she came forth from the fresh 
water into the sweetness of 
the midsummer wood.She had 
dreamed in the night that she 
was all alone in the Castle of 
the Quest, & that her old mis¬ 
tress came to her from out of 
the Sending Boat to fetch her 
away, and broughtberaboard, 
and stripped her of her rich 
garments and sat facing her, 
drawing ugsome grimaces at 
her; and she thought she knew 
that her friends were all dead 
and gone, and she had none to 
pity or defend her*Chen some/ 
how were they two, the witch 
and she, amidmost of the Isle 
of Toothing, & the witch drew 
close anigh her, and was just 
going to whisper into her ear 
something of measureless 
horror, when she awoke; and 
thesun was bright outside the 
shaded whiten ess of her tent; 
the shadows of the leaves were 
dancing on the ground of it; 
the morning wind was rustling 
the tree/boughs, and the rip¬ 
ple of the stream was tinkling 
hard by *Htfirst was Birdalon e 
joyous that what she bad a- 
wakened from was butadream; 
but presently she felt the bur/ 
den of her longing, & she said 
to herself that when they came 
back to the castle they should 
findtidings,&tbatsbeshould 
know either that her friends 
were indeed dead, or that they 




were come back again alive and 
well. Hnd then she thought 
within herself, suppose the 
three Champion s& their loves 
were dead & gone, how would 
she do with those that were 
left her, as Sir Hymeris, and 
Leonard the priest, & her wo¬ 
men ?and her soul turned with 
loathing from a life so empty 
as that would be; and yet she 
blamed herself that she was 
so little friendly to these less/ 
er friends, whom forsooth she 
loved because of her love for 
the greaterones. So, as above/ 
said, she was troubled and si¬ 
lent amongst the joy of the 
others. 


B RHC saw Sir Hymeris 
the castellan; 4 when 
they had broken fast 
and were getting to horse, he 
came to her & said; kady, the 
day is yet young, & if we fetch 
a compass by a way that X wot 
of, we shall see places new to 
thee, and may hap pen some¬ 
what wonderful, and yet come 
home timely to the castle. CKHt 
thou? 

JjXRDHCO^e was still 
somewhat distraught, 
but she knew not bow 
to nay say him, though at heart 
sbewould liefer have goneback 
to the castle by the shortest 
way. So folk brought her her 
palfrey ,&they rode theirways, 
the castellan ever by her side, 
k i 





Hnd by fairways indeed they 
went,&sojoyouswasallabout 
them, that little by little Bird/ 
alone’s gladness came back to 
her, and she made the most of 
it to be as merry of seemingas 
she might be. 

7001 they rode fair and 
! softly by thicket and 
copse and glade of the 
wood/land, following up the 
stream aforesaid for the more 
part, till at last the trees failed 
them suddenly, and they came 
forth on to a wide green plain, 
all unbuilded, so far as their 
eyes could see, and beyond it 
the ridges of the bills and blue 
mountains rising high beyond 
them. 

Jf>e]SfBirdalone’s eyes 
, beheld this new thing, 
f of a sudden all care 
left her, and she dropped her 
rein, and smote her palms to¬ 
gether, and cried out: Obt but 
thou art beautiful, O earth, 
thou art beautiful! jgP'Chen 
she sat gazing on it, while the 
grey head turned & smiled on 
her, well pleased of her plea¬ 
sure. 

B fCCRawbile she said: 
Hnd might we go nigb- 
er ?^Vea, certes, said he, 
yet X doubt if thou wilt like it 
the better, the nigher thou art. 
j^Hbl she said, but if X were 
only amidst it, & a part of it, as 
once X was of the woodland! 
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part XV. Of mmo thitherward they rode 
the Days of jjsMsj over the unharvested 
H biding mead, and saw hart and 

hind thereon, and wild kine, & 
of smaller deer great plenty, 
hut of tame beasts none; and 
the hills were before them like 
a wall.Butas they drewnigher, 
they saw where the said wall 
of the hills was cloven by a 
valley narrow & steep/sided, 
thatwent right athwart the lie 
of the hills; the said valley was 
but little grassed, and the bare 
rocks were crow/black. mben 
they bad gone a little further, 
they could see that the ground 
near the foot of the bills rose 
in little knolls and ridges, but 
these were lower & fewerabout 
the en try in to that valley, Hlso 
presently they came upon a 
stream which ran out of the 
said valley,& Sir Hymeris said 
that this was the water where/ 
by they had lain last night; al/ 
beit here it was little indeed. 

B Oin when they bad rid¬ 
den some five miles over 
the plain, they came a- 
mongst those knolls at the 
mouth of the valley, & Sir Hy/ 
mens led Birdalone up to the 
top of one of the highest of 
them, & thence they could look 
into that dale & see bow it wind/ 
ed away up toward the mourn 
tains, like to a dismal street; 
for not only was it but little 
grassed, but withal there was 
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neither tree nor bush therein. 
^Moreover, scattered all about 
the bottom of the dale were 
great stones, which looked as if 
they bad once been set in some 
kind of order; & that the more 
whereas they were not black 
like the rocks of the dale/side, 
but pale grey of hue, so that 
they looked even as huge sheep 
of the gian ts feedin g down the 
dale. 


’tgS^^RGX'fspaheBirdalone : 

W^jjl Verily, sir knight, thou 
sSsllysaidst but sooth that 
X should see things new and 
strange. But shall we go a lit¬ 
tle way into this valley to/day ? 

ay, lady, said Sir Hymer¬ 
is, nor to/morrow, nor any day 
uncompelled; neither shall we 
go ntgber unto it than now we 
be^mhereforenot ? saidBird/ 
alone, for meseemeth it is as 
the gate of the mountains; & 
fain were X in the mountains, 
said the castel¬ 
lan,overmuch perilous 
J it were to ride the val¬ 
ley,which, as thou sayest, is the 
very gate of the mountains, 
for the said dale, which bight 
tbeBlack Valley of the Grey we/ 
tbers, bath a bad name for the 
bauntingofunmanlikewigbts, 
against which even ourmemat/ 
arms might make no defence. 
Hndifany might escape them, 
and win through the gates and 
up into the mountains, X wot 
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not if suchlike devils & things 
unhent be there in the moun- 
tahvland, but of a sooth there 
befierce&wild men, lihe enough 
to devils, who know no peace, 
and slay whatsoever cometh 
unto them, but if they them¬ 
selves be slain of them. 

£€LL,said Birdalone, 
Mben to/day, at least, 




hvc go notinto the dale; 
but knowestthou any tales of( 
these wild places ? JYlany 
have X heard, said he, but X am 
an ill minstrel & should spoil 
them in the telling, Hsk them 
of Sir Leonard our priest, he 
knoweth of them better than 
others, andhathatongueduly | 
shapen for telling them, 

?IRDHLO]N€ answered 
nought thereto;she but 
l turned her horse’s bead 
and rode down the knoll; and, 
so they came unto their com¬ 
pany, & all wen t their ways to/ 
ward the Castle of the Quest. 

B OdGRC befell them on 
their way home; but the 
nigber they came to the 
castle the more pensive waxed 
Birdalone,and,though she hid 
it, when they were come to the 
gate she scarce had her wit; for 
itwasasif she tbougbtto have 
one rusbingout& crying :Cid/ 
ings, tidings 1 they are come. 

■ 0«lise it so befell; they 
were no more come than 
was the Day of Doom. 


nd a little after they were part XV, Of 
within gates; it was night, and the Days of 
Birdalone crept wearily up to Abiding 
her chamber, and gat to bed, 
and so tired was she that she 
fell asleep at once and dream¬ 
ed not. 

Chapter VI. Birdalone bear- 
etb tell tales of the Black Val¬ 
ley of the Greywethers^fi^ 
me morrow 
was Birdalone 
heavier of heart 
than ever yet, & 
wearier for tid¬ 
ings ;& she won/ 


dered bowsbe could have been 
so joyous that day in the wild/ 
wood. Vet she thought much 
of the Valley of the Greywetfv 
ers, & that solaced her some¬ 
what after a while, so sore she 
longed to go thither; and, as 
’tis said, one nail knocks out 
the other^So that morning, 
when she bad bad her lesson 
of priest Leonard, she spake 
thereof to him, and told him 
what Sir Hymens bad said con# 
cerning bis knowledge there¬ 
of; and she asked him what he 
knew. 

resKgjBHVB been there, said 
[SS] be^Sbe startedat that 
word & said: Did aught 
of evil befall thee ? 

HY> said he, but a great 
fcar<&dread bung about 
me;&’ tis said tbattbey 
try their luck overmuch who 
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go thither twice* 

■ XRDHLONB said:'Cell 
me now of the tales that 
be told of that valley. 
j0 Quoth Leonard: Chey be 
many; but the main of them is 
this: that those Grey wethers 
be giants of y ore agone, or land' 
wights, carles, & queans, who 
have been turned into s ton e by 
X wot not what deed; but that 
whiles they come alive again, 
and can walk and talk as erst 
they did; and that if any man 
may be so bold as to abide the 
time of their awakening, and 
in the first moment of their 
change may frame words that 
crave the fulfilment of his de¬ 
sire, & if therewith he be both 
wise and constant, then shall 
he have his desire fulfilled of 
these wights, and bear bis life 
back again from out the dale. 
Hnd thus must be speak & no 
otherwise: O Garth, thou and 
thy first children,Xcraveof you 
sueband such a thing,wbatso/ 
ever it may be. Hnd if be speak 
more than this, then is be un¬ 
done. Resballanswernoques/ 
tion of them; & if they threat/ 
en him he shall not pray them 
mercy, nor quail before their 
uplifted weapons; nor, to be 
short,shallheheed them more 
than if they still were stones 
uncbanged.]Moreover,wben be 
hath said bis say, then shall 
these wights tbrongabout him 
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and offer him gold and gems, 
and all the wealth of the earth; 
and if that be not enough, they 
shall bring him the goodliest 
of women, with nought lacking 
in her shape,but lackingall raw 
ment, so that he shall see her 
as she is verily shapen. But 
whoso shall take any one of all 
tbesegifts is tost for ever, and 
shall become one of that Stony 
people; and wbosonaysayeth 
them all until the cock crow, & 
abideth steady by bis on e crav/ 
ing, shall win fulfilment there/ 
of, and, as some say,all those 
gifts aforesaid; for that the 
Stony people may not abide 
the day to take them back a- 
gatn. 


■ 3G was silent therewith, 
| and nought spake Bird/ 
a alone, but looked down 
on theground,andlongingen/ 
compassed her soul Chen 
the priest spake again: Chis 
were a fair adventure, lady, for 
a hapless one,but for the bap/ 
py it were a fool’s errand^Sbe 
answered not, and they parted 
for that time. 

B CIC the next week, there 
beingyetno tidings come 
to band,Birdalone pray/ 
ed the castellan to take her out/ 
a/gates again, that she might 
once more behold the moun - 
tains, and the gates thereof; 
and beyeasaidberasking,and 
went with her, well accompa- 




n ted, as before; but this time, 
by Birdalone’s will, they rode 
straight to the plain aforesaid, 
and again she looked into that 
dale of the Grey wethers from 
the knoll* Somewhat belated 
they were, so that they might 
not get back to the castle before 
dusk,wherefore again they lay 
out in the wildwood, but there 
lacked somewhat of the tri¬ 
umph and joyance which they 
had had that other day.Cbey 
came back to the castle on the 
morrow somewhat after noon, 
& found no news there; nor, to 
say sooth, did Birdalone took 
for any; & her heart was heavy. 
Chapter VII. Birdalone be- 
guiletb the priest to help her 
to outgoing,*?*,*?* 

;6<n had the time 
so worn that the 
season was in the 
first days of Hu* 
gust, and weari- 
_ness and heart¬ 
sickness increased on Birda- 
loneagain,& she began to look 
pined and pale. Yet when she 
spake of the tarrying of the 
Champions both tothecasteb 
lan and Sir Leonard the priest 
(who was thewiser man of the 
two), each said thesame thing, 
to wit, that it was no marvel if 
they werenot yet come, seeing 
what/like the adventure was; 
&neitberof those two seemed 
in anywise to have lost hope. 


B RRXCG in these last part XV,Of 
days did Birdalone go the Days of 
out/a/gates with Sir Hbiding 
Hymeris and his company; & 
the last of the three times the 
journey was to the knoll that 
looked into the Black Valley; 
butnowwasBirdalone’s plea¬ 
sure of the sight of it afar off 
marred by her longing to be a* 
midst thereof; yetshedidnot 
show that she was irked by the 
refraining of her desire to en¬ 
ter therein, and they turned, & 
came home safely to the castle. 

the morrow she sat 
with Sir Leonard the 
priest over the writing 
lesson, and she let it be long, 
and oft be touched her hand, 
so that the sweetness of un¬ 
fulfilled desire went deep to 
bis heart. 

|C last Birdalone looked 
, up&said: friend, Xwould 
ask thee if thou seest 
any peril in my entering the 
Black Valley of tbeGreywetb# 
ers by daylight, if X leave it by 
daylight lone? quoth be. 

^ Yea* she said, alone Re 
pondered a little, and then 
said: Sooth to say X deem the 
peril little in the valley itself, if 
thou benotovercome by terror 
there. Yea, for my part X am 
not all so sure that thou shalt 
see the wonder of the Stony 
folk coming alive; for’tis not 
said that they quicken save on 







part XV. Of certain nights, and chiefly on 
the Days of Midsummer Night; unless it 
Hbiding be that the trier of the adven¬ 
ture is some one fated above 
others thereto; as forsooth 
thoumaystbe.Hndasforperil 
of evil men, there are few who 
be like to be as venturesome 
as thou or X. They durst not 
enter that black street, save 
sore need compel them. But 
forsooth, going thither, and 
coming back again, some peril 
there may be therein. Hnd yet 
for weeks past there has been 
no word of any unpeace; and 
the Red Knight it is said for 
certain is not riding. 

B XRDHLON^ was silent 
a while; then she said: 
fair & kind friend,! am 
eating my heart out in long¬ 
ing for the coming back of my 
frtends,&it is like, that unless 
X take to some remedy,! shall 
fall sick thereby, & then when 
they come back there shall be 
inmebutsorryebeerforthem. 
Now the rem edy X know, & it is 
that X betake me alone to this 
adven ture of the Black Valley; 
fbr meseem eth that Xshallgain 
health & strength by my going 
thither.therefore, to be short, 
if thou wilt help me, X will go 
to/morrow.QIhatsayestthou, 
wilt thou help me? 


B Sturnedveryred&spake: 
Lady,why shouldestthou 
go,asthynameis,birda- 
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lone?'Chou hast calledme just 
now thy kind friend, so kind 
as it was of thee; now there¬ 
fore why shou Idnot thy friend 
go with thee? 

Ujga^NDLT indeedshe emu 
led on him, but shook 
Slasher head: X call thee 
trusty and dear friend again, 
said she; but what X would do 
X must do myself. Moreover 
to what end shouldst thou 
go? Xf X fall in with ghosts, a 
score of men would help me 
nought; & if Xhappen on wea/ 
poned men who would do me 
scathe, of what avail were one 
man against them ? Hnd look 
thou, Sir Leonard, there is this 
avail in thine abiding behind; 
if X com e not back in two days' 
space, or three at the most, 
thou wilt wot that! have fared 
amiss, & then mayst thou let 
it be known whither X went, & 
men will seek me and deliver 
me maybe. 

mmpeRGmTCft she stay- 

Bil cc * ^ cr worc * 8 suddenly, 
tsH and turned very pale, and 
laid her hand on her bosom, 
&saidfaintly: ButOmy heart, 
my heart t Xf they should come 
while X am away l jgFHnd she 
seemed like to swoon. 

H eONHRD was afraid 
thereat, and knew not 
what to do; but pre¬ 
sently the colour came in to her 
face again, and in a little while 







a be smiled, & said :Seest thou 
not, friend, bow weak X am 
gotten to be, and that X must 
now beyond doubt have the 
remedy? Rlilttbou not help me 
to it? 

|6H verily, said be; but 
in wbat wise wilt tbou 
have it?j 0Tiz spake as 
a man distraught & redeless; 
but she smiled on bim plea¬ 
santly, and said: ]STow by this 
time sbouldst tbou have de¬ 
vised wbat was to do, & spar¬ 
ed me the pain thereof* "Cwo 
things X need of thee: tbefirst 
and most, to be put out of the 
castle privily betimes in the 
morningwben nought is stir¬ 
ring; the second, to have my 
palfrey awaitingme somewhat 
anigb the gate, so tbatX may 
not have to go afoot; for X am 
become soft & feeble with all 
this bouse/life. 

^GO]S7iRD seemed to 
| wake up with that word, 
, &said:Xbave the key of 
the priest’s door of the chapel, 
& the postern beyond it; that 
shall be thine out/gate, lady. 
X will come and scratch at thy 
chamber/door much betimes, 
& X will see to it that thy pal¬ 
frey is bestowed in the bower 
wherein tbou didst rest the 
first night tbou earnest a- 
mongstusjS?Sbe said :X trust 
thee, friend^Hnd she thank¬ 
ed bim sweetly, and then rose 




up and fell to pacing the ball 
up and down. Leonard bung 
about watching her awhile, she 
nought forbidding him, for 
her thoughts were elsewhere, 
and she bad forgotten bim; 
and at last be went bis ways 
to set about doing what she 
would. 

Chapter VXXX. Birdalone fares 
on her adventure,*?* & 

cans but 
just beginning 
when Birdalone 
awoke,& though 
she bad not beard 
Leonard at the 
door, she sprang out of bed & 
clad herself, doing on her black 
gown;and she badascripwith 
some bread therein, & a sharp 
knife at her girdle."Chen even 
as she had done she heard the 
priest’s nail on the door, and 
she turned thereto; but as she 
went, her eye caught her bow 
& quiver of arrows where they 
bung on the wall, so she took 
the bow in her band and slung 
the quiver overbersboulderere 
sheopenedthedoorandfound 
Leonard standing there, ^ei¬ 
ther of them spake aught,but 
they stole downstairs, and so 
to the chapel and out by the 
priest’s door and the postern 
in the wall/nook, and were pre/ 
sently out in the fresh mom- 
ingair jandBirdalone was joy/ 
ous and lightfoot, and scarce 
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part IV. Of felt the earth ben eath her soles 
the Days of for pleasure of her hope,where/ 
Hbtding as she deemed she had a thing 

to crave of the Stony folk, If 
they should come alive before 
her. fain were she, if she might 
withal, to give a joy to some 
other; so that when they were 
gone but a little way from the 
castle sh e reached out her band 
to Leonard & took bis, & said: 
f>and In band we walked when 
first!went this way,&Xdeem/ 
ed thee kind and friendly then, 
& even so hast thou been slth/ 
ence. 

psSgGwas dumbfoundered 
(ml at first for joy of the 
touch of her band&the 
sweetness of her words; but 
presently he spake to her con/ 
fused & stammering, & prals/ 
ed her that she bad thought to 
take her bow and arrows; for, 
said be, that they might stand 
her In stead for defence or for 
getting of food, or for an ex¬ 
cuse for wending the woods. 
She nodded yeasay unto him, 
& bade him again to bide three 
days for her, and If she came 
not again In that time,to make 
a clean breast of It to Sir Hy- 
merls. 

GH, said the priest,and 
then...<Hby, what then ? 
F)e can butsbovemeout 
by the shoulders, and then X 
can seek to the little bouse of 
canons that Is at Gate Cross 
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on the road to Green ford, 

ft,my friend I said Bird / 
alone, bow we women 
think of nothing at all 
but ourselves! Hnd wilt thou 
be thrust out of thine home 
for helpingme bereln?®lby did 
X not look to my palfrey my¬ 
self ? Hnd the keys X might 
have stolen from thee, always 
with thy good will. But now X 
see tbatXhave don e tbeea hurt. 

H HXD Sir Leonard: La- 
dy, a priest bath a home 
wheresoever is an house 
of religion. There is no barm 
done,saveSirHymerls bethink 
him of bangin gme over the bat/ 
tlements;asXdoubthewlltnot 
with a priest. Moreover, X pray 
thee believe,that wert thou gone 
from the castle, house & home 
were none for me there JS?Hnd 
be looked upon her piteously, 
as if he were beseeching. 

■ CTC she knew not what 
to say,&hung her head 
adown; and presently 
they were come to the bowerin 
the copse,which this time was 
a stable for Birdalone’s pal¬ 
frey instead of a chamber for 
herself. So Leonard went in & 
fetched out the comely beast; 
and Birdalone stood with him 
just in the cover of the copse 
waiting to put her foot in the 
stirrup; but sbemlgbt not but 
abide to look upon the priest, 
who stood there as If he were 







striving* with bis words. 

JO she said :f*k>w is need 
, of baste to be gone. Yet 

_ ■ on e word,my friend: Xs 

there aught betwixt us wherein 
X have done thee wrong ? Xf so 
it be,Xpray thee to say ou t what 
it is; for it may be (though X 
think itnot)tbou shalt notsee 
me again from henceforth. 

■ R e caught bis breath, as if 
| be had much ado to re- 
s fraintbesobbingjbutbe 
mastered it, and said: l ady & 
dear friend, if X see thee not a- 
gain,X heed not what shall be¬ 
fall meXbou hastdonemeno 
wrong. "Cbere is this only be¬ 
twixt us, that X love thee, and 
thou lovestnotme. 

B ne look ed on him sweet/ 
ly an d pi ti f u lly ,and said: 
Xmay not choose but un/ 
derstand thy word, to wit, that 
thy love forme is the desire of 
a man toward a woman; & that 
is unhappy; for X love thee in¬ 
deed, but not as a woman lov- 
ethaman.Xtis best to say thus 
much to thee downright. But 
X feel in my heart that when X 
have said it, it is as much as to 
say tbatXcannothelp thee, and 
therefore am X sorry indeed. 

stood before her a- 
bashed, but be said at 
EK® last: T'fow art thou so 
sweet, and so kind, & so true, 
that X must perforce love thee 
yet more; and this maketb me 



bold to say that thou mayst part XV. Of 
help me a little, or so meseenv the Days of 
etb^RowsoPsaidBirdalone. Hbiding 
jfiPQuotb be: Xf thou wouldst 
suffer me to kiss thy face this 
once^Sbe shook her head, & 
spake: Row may it avail thee, 
when it is for once,& once only, 
as forsooth it must be ? Yet it 
is thy choice, not mine,& Xwill 
not naysay thee. 

^JD therewith she put 
up her face to him,& he 
kissed her cheek with/ 
out touching her otherwise, & 
then be kissed her mouth; and 
she kn ew that be was both tim/ 
orous and sad, and she was a- 
shamed to look on him, or to 
speak to him any more, lest she 
s) should behold him asham¬ 
ed; so she but said; farewell, 
friend, till to/morrow at least. 

^Hnd therewith her foot was 
in the stirrup, & anon she sat 
in the saddle, and her palfrey 
was ambling briskly on the way 
she would. 

Chapter XX. Birdalone comes 
to the Black V alley && 
r*-j^rfsraX'CTXe is to tell 
5 i of Birdalone’s 

journey unto the 
knoll above the 
Black Valley of 

_tbe0rey wethers. 

It was about noon when she 
came there, and bad met but 
few folk on the way, and those 
few were husbandmen, or car- 
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lines, or maidens wending a- 
field betimes not far from the 
Castle of the Quest. 

JOSTlsbe sat on her horse 
I & looked down into the 
date& its stony people 
once more, & sawnougbtstir- 
ringsavetbreeravenswbo,not 
far oflf, were flapping about 
from stone to stone of the 
Grey wethers, & croaking loud 
toeacb otberas if som e tidings 
were toward.Sbe watched their 
play for a little, and then gat 
off her horse, and sat down on 
the grass of the knoll, & drew 
forth her victual, and ate and 
drank; for she deemed it hap¬ 
pier to eat and drink there than 
in the very jaws of the Black 
Valley. 


B OO]V was her dinner 
done, and then she got 
to her saddle again, and 
rode slowly down to the little 
stream, & along it toward the 
valley&the gates of the mourn 
tains, which she bad been fain 
to pass through; but now, as 
had happed with her thatmom/ 
ingwben she was boun for the 
Sending Boat, somewhat she 
hung back from the adventure, 
andwhenshe lacked but some 
five score yards from the very 
dale itself, she lighted down 
again, & let her way/beast bite 
the grass, while she sat down 
& watched the rippling water. 



a while she drew off 
shoon and hosen, and 
stood in the shallow 
ripple, and bathed her hands 
and face withal, and stooped 
up/stream and drank from the 
hollow of her hands, and so 
stepped ashoreand was waxen 
hardier; then she strung her 
bow and looked to the shafts 
in her quiver, & did on her foot/ 
gear, and mounted once more, 
so rode a brisk amble right 
on into the dale, and was soon 
come amongst the Greywetb/ 
ers; & she saw that they were 
a many, & that all the bottom 
of the dale was besprinkled 
with them on either side of the 
stream, and some stood in the 
very stream itself, the ground 
whereof was black even as the 
restof the valley, although the 
water ran over it as clear as 
glass. 

||8|||igS for the dale, now she 
was fairly within it, she 
MaJvi could see but a little way 
up it, for it winded much, & at 
first away from her left hand, 
and the sides of it went up in 
somewhat steep screes on ei¬ 
ther side, which were topped 
with mere upright staves and 
burgs of black rock; and these 
were specially big and out- 
thrusting on the right handof 
her; and but a furlong ahead 
of where she was, one of these 
burgs tbrustout past tbescree 
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and came down sheer into the 
dale, & straitened it so much 
that there was but little way 
save by the stream itself,which 
ran swift indeed, but not deep, 
even there where it was strait/ 
ened by the sheer rocks, 

]£TC up the dale would 
I she go,whateverwas be/ 
fore her ;&now she told 
herself her very purpose, as 
forsooth she scarce had here¬ 
tofore; to wit, that she would 
abide in the dale the night over 
and see what should betide, 
and if those wights should 
chance to come alive, then she 
looked to have valiance enough 
to face them and crave the ful¬ 
filment of her desire. 

■ O she took the water and 
rode the stream till she 
was past the said sheer 
rock, & then the valley widen ed 
again, and presently was wider 
than it was in the beginning; 
and here again were the Grey- 
wethers grown many morean d 
closer together, &,as shedeem/ 
ed, were set in rings round a- 
bout one very big one, which, 
forsooth, was somewhat in 
the shape of a man sitting 
down with his hands laid on 
hts knees. 

ftRDHLONe reined up 
for a minute, andlooked 
about her,and then went 
up on to the grass, and rode 
straight to the said btgstone, 




and there lighted down from 
off her horse again, and stood 
by the stone & pondered, pre/ 
sently she deemed that she 
saw something dark moving 
justbeyondthestone, butif it 
were so, it was gone in a twink/ 
ling; nevertheless she stood 
affrighted, and stared before 
her long, andsawnomore, but 
yet for a while durst not move 
hand nor foot. 

Hll'C last her courage came 
again,and she thought: 
"Vet how if this great 
chieftain be inwardly stirring 
5) &witl come awake ?ShalHsay 
the word now, lest hereafter 
it be of no avail? jgF'Cherewith 
she stretched out her right 
hand and laid it on the stone, 
& spake aloud: O Garth, thou 
and thy first children, X crave 
of you that he may come bach 
now at once and loving mejfi? 
Hnd hervoice sounded strange 
and unkent to her in that soti/ 
tude, and she rued it that she 
had spoken. 

Chapter X flow Birdalone fell 
in with a JMan in the Black Val/ 
ley of the Greywethers / 4*,4* 
flJMGnew tidings 
therewithal; for 
themomentafter 
she hadspoken, 
a tall man drew 
out from behind 
the big stone, & stood befbre 
her; and at first it was in her 
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mind that this was the very 
chieftain come alive for her, 
and for terror she was lihe to 
swoon this time; but he spake 
nought a while, but looked on 
her eagerly and curiously* 

RG came to herself pres/ 
cntly, so much that she 
could see him clearly, & 
was now growingmore shame/ 
fast than afraid, when she saw 
beyond doubt that the man 
was of the sons of Adam; but 
what with her shame that was 
now, & her fear that had been, 
she yet had no might to move, 
butstood there paleand trem/ 
blinglikealeaf,&migbtscarce 
keep her feet* 

B OCK the new/comer bow¬ 
ed before her smiling, & 
said: X ask thy pardon, 
fair damsel(or indeed! should 
say fairest damsel), that! have 
scared thee. But sooth to say 
X beheld thee coming riding, 
and even from a little aloof X 
could see that nought which 
might befall could ever make it 
up to me for not seeing thee 
closeat band and bearing thee 
speak, ^therefore X bid my¬ 
self behind the king's stone 
here; &nobarm is done there/ 
by X trow; for now X see that 
the colour is coming into thy 
cheeks again, and thy fear is 
gone* And as for me, thou bast 
not fledaway from m e, as thou 
wouldst have done had X not 
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hidden & come on thee sudden/ 
ly; and then thou being horsed 
and X unhorsed,thou wouldst 
have escaped me, whereas now 
thou art within reach of my 
hand j &Chen he smiled, and 
said: furthermore, thou bast 
told so little of thy secret to 
this stony king here, tbatXam 
little the wiser for thy word, 
& thou the little more betray¬ 
ed. Only this X will say, that if 
Re lovetb thee not, Re is more 
of a fo ol than X be. 

HjpSgJG reached out his hand 

9 ^ c d r cw it 
aback, & grew yet more 
ashamed,& couldfindno word 
for him. Ris voice was soft & 
full, and be spake deftly, but 
she was not con tent with it for 
its kindness, as she bad been 
with all the other men whom 
she had met since she left the 
Rouse under the CKood, & she 
durst not trust her hand to 
him. 

iS for his aspect, she saw 
W that be was tall and well/ 
a* knit, and goodly of fa¬ 
shion ; dark/haired, with long 
hazel eyes, smooth /cheeked 
and brigbt/Skinned; his nose 
long, and a little bent over at 
the end, & coming down close 
to bis lips, which were fulland 
red; bis face was hairless save 
for a little lip/beard. Re was so 
clad, that he bad no helm on 
his head, but a little bat with a 








broad gold piece in the front 
thereof; he was girt to a long 
sword, & had an an (ace also in 
his belt,andBirdalonesaw the 
rings of a fine hauberk at bis 
collar and knees; otherwise be 
was not armed. Over bis hau¬ 
berk he wore a black surcoat, 
without device of any kind, & 
bis foot and leg gear were of 
the same hue; wherefore may 
we call him the Black Knight. 
Sooth to say, for all bis soft 
speech, she feared him &rued 
the meeting of him. 

be spake to hera¬ 
ld gain :Xsee that thou art 

_ wroth with me, lady; 

but maybappen it is not so ill 
that X have happened on thee; 
for this dale bath a bad name 
for more than one thing, and 
is scarce meet for damsels to 
wander in. But now since thou 
bastaweaponed man with thee, 
and thou, by Hllbatlowsf not 
utterly unarmed, thou mayst 
well go up the valley and see 
something more thereof. So 
come now, mount thine horse 
again, and X will lead him ft>r 
thee. 

70<U Birdalone found 
I speech & said: Knight, 

_for such thou seemest 

to me, X deem now that X have 
no need to fare further in this 
dale, but X will get me into the 
saddled turn my horse's bead 
outward again, giving thee 
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good day first and thanking 
thee for thy courtesy jfi?Hnd 
therewith she turned to get 
to her palfrey, but sore trem¬ 
bling the while; but be fbllow/ 
ed her & said, with brow some/ 
what knitted: ]Nay, lady, X have 
left my horse somewhat fur¬ 
ther up, and X must go back to 
fetch him, that we may wend 
out of the dale together, for X 
wtllnot suffer thee to flee from 
me and fall into the bands of 
evil wights, be they ghosts or 
living men, and that the less 
since X have beard the speech 
in thy mouth, asof honey and 
cream and roses. 'Therefore If 
thou go out of the dale,Xsball 
go with thee afoot, leading 
thine horse. And look to it if 
it be courteous to unhorse a 
knight, who is ready to be thy 
servant. Moreover, since thou 
hast come to this dale of won/ 
der,&mayst leave it safely,pity 
itwere that thou shouldst see 
nought thereof, for strange 
is it forsooth, and belike thou 
shalt never seek tbitberagain. 
<HbereforeXcrave of thee, once 
more, to mount thine horse & 
let me lead thee up the dale. 
Ugaespaketbese last words 
lf(jrather as one giving a 
1 command than making a 
prayer,&Btrdalon e feared him 
now sorely, forsooth she bad 
her bended bow in hand; but 
let alone that the knight was 
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over/near to her that sbemigbt 
get a shaft out of her quiver 
& nock it, ere he should run in 
on her, & let alone also that be 
was byrnted, she scarce deem¬ 
ed that It behoved her to stay 
orwound tbeman because she 
would be quit of him. Qlbere- 
f ore angrily, and with a flush¬ 
ed face, she answered him: So 
shall it be then, Sir Knight; or 
rather somust it be, since thou 
compellest me* 

laughed & said: JNay, 
Spu now thou art angry* I 
compel thee not, 1 but 
say that tt will not do for thee 
to compel me to leave thee. Go 
which way thou wilt, up the 
dale, or down it and;out of it; 
it is all one unto me, solongas 
lam with thee, forsooth, dam/ 
sel, 1 have said harder words 
to ladies who have done my 
pleasure & not deemed them¬ 
selves compelled. 

■ fie paled but answered 
noughtjtbenshemount/ 
ed her palfrey, and the 
knight went to her bridle/rein 
without more words, & so led 
heron up the valley by the easi/ 
est way amongst the Grey- 
wethers. 


Chapter XX. Birdalone is led 
up the Black Valley^ ^ 

^7S they went, the 
£ knight fell a/talk/ 
J in g to Birdalone, 
a and that without 
?| any of the covert 
jeering which be 


bad used erewbtle; & be show¬ 
ed her places in the dale, as ca¬ 
verns under the burgs, & little 
eyots in the stream, and cer¬ 
tain stones amongst the Grey/ 
wethers whereof stories ran; 
and bow this and the other one 
bad fared in dealings with the 
land/wigbts, and bow one bad 
perished, & another bad been 
made happy, & so forthwith/ 
albetoldoftbemountain/folk, 
and in especial bow they of the 
plains,when he was scarcemore 
than a boy, bad met them in 
battle in that same dale,& bow 
fierce tbefigbt was; whereas the 
mountain/men were fighting 
fora life of desires accomplish/ 
ed.wbicb hitherto had been but 
a dream unto them; & the men 
of the plain fought for dear life 
itself, and for all that made it 
aughtsave death in Ufe.iXlherc' 
fore up and down the dale they 
fougbt,atfirstin orderedranks 
and then in knots, and lastly 
sword to sword & man toman, 
till there was no foot of grass 
or black sand there which bad 
not its shower of blood; and 
the stream was choked with 













the dead,andran red outof the 
dale; till at last well /nigh all 
the host of the mountain/men 
was fallen, & scarce less of the 
folk of the plains, but these 
men held the field and bad the 
victory. 



XX this be told her deft/ 
ly and well, and though 
be said not so right out, 
yet let her wot that, youth as 
he was, be was of the battle; & 
bis voice was clear and good, 
and Birdalone's wrath ran olf 
her, & she hearkened bis tale, 
and even asked him a question 
here and there; & so courteous 
was this Black Knight now be/ 
come, that Birdalone began to 
think that she had fallen short 
of courtesy to him, because of 
her fear and the weariness of 
tbewaitingwbicb so oppress/ 
ed her; and that shamed and 
irked her, for she would fain be 
of all courtesy,therefore now 
she deemed that perchance she 
had erred in deeming him an 
evil man; & she looked on him 
from time to time, and deem¬ 
ed him goodly of fashion; she 
thought bis eyes were deep, & 
his face sober and fair of as¬ 
pect, but that bis nose turned 
down at the end, and was over 
thin at the bridge, and more- 
overbis lips lookedover/sweet 


and licorous. 


■ 001 when the knight was 
silent of his tales, Bird- 
alone fell to asking him 
questions sweetly concerning 
this Stony people which was 
all about them; and he told her 
all be knew, soberly enough at 
firs t,yet indeed ended by mock/ 
ingthem somewhat,butmock/ 
ed not at her any more, Ht last 
be said:fair lady,that thou bast 
not come here all for nought X 
partly know by those words 
which X heard come from thy 
mouth at the King's Stone; 
wherefore X marvelled indeed 
whenXheardtbee say that thou 
wou Ids t go straight out of the 
date; forXbad deemed thee de/ 
sirous of trying the adventure 
of waking tbisS tony people a/ 
nigbt/tide* forsooth was this 
thy mind when thou sougbt- 
est hither to the dale ? 

H RBreddenedathisword, 
andyeasaid him shortly. 
Chen said be: Xs it not 
thy mind still ?^Str, said she, 
as now X have got to fear it j& 
Yea?& tbatis strange, saidbe, 
for thou wouldst have waked 
the dale alone; &now thou art 
no longer alone, but bast me 
to watch and ward thy wakin g, 
thou art more afeard. 

B fie looked on bis face 
steadily, to wot if there 
were no half/bidden 
smile therein; but berseemed 
that he spake in all soberness; 
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and she bad nought to say to 
him save this:Sir,lam now be/ 
come afraid of the waking j& 
And be said no more thereof. 

they went thus, & 
Birdalone not without 
pleasure, since her fear 
of the knight was minisbed, 
some three hours up the dale, 
andstill were tbeGrey wethers 
everywhereabout them,so that 
there were well/nigh as many I 
hours as miles in their wend¬ 
ing. 

j^C last they seemed to 
be drawing n igb to the 
head of the dale, and 
the burgs & the rocks were be/ 
fore them allround it as a wall, 
though yet about a mile aloof 
at the further end; & this end 
it was wider than elsewhere. 
JHJVIB they then to a lev# 
el space of greensward 
clear of the grey stones, 
which were drawn all around it 
in orderedrings,so that it was 
as some doom/ringof an anci/ 
ent people; and within the said 
space Birdalone bebeldagreat 
black horse tethered and crop/ 
ping the grassXhe knight led 
her into the ring, & said: ]Now 
are we come home fortbepres/ 
ent, my lady,& if it please thee 
to light down we shall present/ 
ly eat and drink,&sithence talk 
a little j!?Hnd be drew nigh to 
help her off her horse, but she 
suffered him not, and lighted 



down of herself; but if she suf/ 
| ferednot bis band,bts eyes she 
must needs suffer, as be gaz¬ 
ed greedily on the trimness of 
her feet and legs in her sliding 
from her horse. 

iiomsoevea, betook 
,herhand,andledherto 
> a little mound on the 
other side of the ring, & bade 
her sit down there,and so did 
she,&from under the nigbest 
of the stones be drew forth a 
pair of saddle/bags, and took 
victual and wine thence, and 
they ate & drank together like 
old companions \0 Hnd now 
« Birdalone told herself that the 
y knight was frank & friendly; 
yet forsooth she wotted that 
her heart scarce trowed what it 
feigned, & that she yet feared 
him. 

CbapterXXI. Row those twain 
gettbemfromoutoftbeBlack 
Valley of the Grey wethers , 4 * 
=J]fi€K they bad 
4 dined, and had 
sat a while talk/ 
hJ big, the knight 
M said: X will ask 
thee once more 
wherefore thou must needs 
depart from this dale leaving 
the Grey wethers un waked? 
Yet this must!tell tbeefirst, 
that this ring at the dale's end 
is the only one due place where 
the Grey wethers can be right/ 
ly wak ed, and that there be few 
























whowotthis.diltthou not tell 
me then what is in thy mind? 
/IRDHkONe gazed 
down on the ground a/ 
iwhite; then she lifted 
up her head and looked on the 
Black Knight, and said: Sir 
Knight, we have been brought 
so close together to/day, and 
asmeseemeth X am so wholly 
in thy power,that twill tell thee 
thevery truthas it is. JMy mind 
itwas to wake the date here to/ 
night,& takewhatmight befall 
me. Hnd well indeed might X 
fear the adventure, which few, 
meseemeth, would not fear. 
But so strong is my longing 
for that which X wou Id crave of 
these wights, that it overmas/ 
tered my fear, and my purpose 
held when X entered the dale. 
T^hen Xmet thee; & here again 
is the truth, take it how thou 
wilt, that presently X feared 
thee, and yet X fear thee; for X 
havenoted thee closely all this 
while, and have seen of thee, 
that thou art over heedful of 
my poor body, and woutdst 
have it for thine own if thou 
mightest, Hnd there is this in 
thee also, as X deem, though 
thou thyself mayst not know 
it, that thou wouldst have thy 
pleasure of m e whether it plea/ 
sure me or grieve me; and this 
thy pleasuremustXneeds gain/ 
say; for though thou mayest 
hereafter become my friend, 
li 



yet are there other friends of part XV. Of 
mine, who be such, that my the Days of 
grief would mar any pleasure Hbiding 
they might have. f)ast thou 
heard and understood ? 

[F>e looked on his face 
steadily as she spake, 

- and saw that it flushed, 
and darkened, and scowled, & 
that his hands were clenched, 

& his teeth set hard together. 

Hndagain she spake: Sir, thou 
shalt know that beside these 
shot/weapons, X have a thing 
here in my girdle that may 
serve either against thee or 
against me, if need drive me 
thereto; wherefore X will pray 
thee to forbear .forsooth, thou 
shalt presently happen onoth/ 
er women, who shall be better 
unto thee than X can be. 

V Birdalone had 

spoken the word, the 
knight's face had clear/ 
ed, & he laughed aloud & said: 

Hs to thy last words, therein 
atleastthou liest,my lady .But 
for the rest, X see that it must 
all be as thou wiliest. 'Yea, if 
such be thy wilt, we shall pre¬ 
sently to horse and ride down 
the dale again, and at the end 
thereof X shall leave thee to go 
home alone at thy will She 
said: for that lean thee thanks 
with allmybeart.But why hast 
thou not asked me of whence 
X am, and whither X would go 
home? 

H5 
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^.»0HXN be laughed&said; 
Because! know already. 


Xbave badmore than two 
or three tales from them who 
have seen tbee, or spoken un¬ 
to others who have seen tbee, 
bow tbegayCbampions of the 
CastleoftheQuestbadfisbed 
up a wondrous pearl of price 
from out of the Great Slater; 
& when X set eyes on tby beau¬ 
ty,! knew that the said pearl 
could benowbere else than un¬ 
der mine eyes. 

that pass,she said, 
and blushed not; but 
now tell me the truth 
as 1 have told tbee, why thou 
art so instant with me to wake 
the Grey wethers to/nigbt?j0F 
Re keptsilencea wbile,&,as she 
looked on him, she thought 
she saw confusion in bis face; 
but at last be said: "Chou wert 
wrong in saying that I heeded 
not tby pleasure, and solace, 
and welfare, beseemed, & yet 
doth, that it might be to thine 
avail to wake the Grey wethers 
to/nigbt; & never again mayst 
thou have a chance of the wak/ 
mg, as erst I said. I say ! wish 
tbee to have fulfilment of tby 
craving. JNTor bast thou aught 
to fear of them, seeing that it 
is but dastards and fools that 
they undo. 

i|§|glG broke off bis speech, 
I &Sirdaloneyet looked 
M on him, and after a lit¬ 



tle be said; *Cbou drawest the 
truth out of m e; for moreover 
!would have tbee with m e long/ 
er than thou wouldst be if we 
but rode together down the 
water and out of the dale, and 
thou to fare away alone. 

JIRDHLOISG spake in a 
while, and that while be 
l gazed upon her eagerly; 
she said; X shall now tell tbee 
that 1 shall abide the adven¬ 
ture of the waking tomight, 
whatever befalljgFHnd I, said 
be, will so do that thou mayst 
fear me the less; forlwill un¬ 
arm me when the night com- 
etb, & thou thyself sbaltkeep 
mine hauberk and sword and 
anlace She said; Xt is well; 

Xwill take that, lest desire o- 
vermaster thee. 

f RBYspake no more of 
it at that time, and it 
1 was now five hours af/ 
ter noon. Birdalone arose, for 
she found it hard to sit still & 
abide nightfall; sbewentwith/ 
out the two first rings of the 
Grey wethers, whichwere set in 
more open order beyond that, 
& she looked all about her, to 
the black rocks on either side, 
& to the great black wall at the 
dale's ending,&the bluemoun/ 
tains aloof beyond it; then 
down toward the plain of the 
dale came her eyes,& she look/ 
ed through the tangle of the 
grey stones. JNow she seem- 










ed to be looking more intent¬ 
ly upon dome one thing; with 
that she called to her the Black 
Knight, who was hanging a- 
bou t watching her, & she said 
to him; fair sir, art thou clears 
seeingand fiar/seeing?jj?Xam 
not thought to be purblind, 
quoth he “Chen Birdalone 
reached out her hand & pointed 
&said: Canst thou see aught 
which thou didst not look to 
see, there, up the dale as X 
point Said he:Hll too clear 
X see the hand and the wrist of 
thee, &that blinds m e toaugh t 
else^X pray thee fool not,she 
said, but look heedfully, and 
thou mayst see whatXsee, and 
then tell me what it means. 
Chough forsooth Xam exceed/ 
ing in far sight* 


■ B6 LOOKCD under the 
| sharp of bis band heed- 
si fully,then he turned un¬ 
to her & said: By HUballowsf 
there is in thee every excellen¬ 
cy f Chou art right; X see a bay 
horse up there feeding on the 
bites of grass amongst the 
Greywetbers Look again f 
she said; what else canst thou 
see ? Xs there aught anigb to 
the bay horse which is like to 
the gleam and glitter of metal? 
jgP Christ! said be, once more 
thou art right. Cbere be wea- 
poned men in the dale. Carry 
not, X beseech thee, but get to 
horse forthright,and Xwill do 
Iz 


no less. 

B RGRCgoetb the waking 
of the dale for this time, 
said Birdalone, laughing. 
But art thou not in haste, fair 
sir ? may not these be friends ? 

B RC knight laid bis band 
upon her shoulder, & 
thrust her on toward 
her palfrey, and spak e fiercely, 
but not loud: Cbee X pray not 
tofoolnowtCbereisnotamin/ 
ute to spare. Xf thou deemest 
me evil, as X think thou dost, 
there are worser than X, X tell 
thee, there are worser. But we 
will talk of it when we be in the 
saddle, & clear of this accurs¬ 
ed dale. 

H XRDHLO^G knew not 
what to do save obey 
him, so she lightly gat 
Into her saddle, and followed 
him, for be was mounted in a 
twinkling, & riding on, Re led 
out of thering, & fell to thread/ 
ing the maze of the Grey weth/ 
ers, keeping ever toward the 
steep side of the dale, which 
was on that hand that looked 
toward the Castle of the Quest, 
that is to say,the eastern bent. 
j^Btrdalon e wondered at this 
leading, & when she was come 
up with the knight she spake 
to him breathlessly,and said: 
But, fair sir, why wend we not 
down the dale Re answer¬ 
ed: first, lady, because wemust 
hide us from them straightway; 
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and next because they be more 
than we. many more, and their 
horses be f resb.wbile thine at 
least is somewhat spent; and 
if they were to spur down the 
dale in chase.they would soon 
be upon us; for think not that 
1 would escape and leave thee 
behind. 

H HID Birdalone :But thou 
knowest them,then,what 
they be ? since thou wot- 
test of their numbers & their 
riding.Hearken now! Upon thy 
soul and thy salvation, be they 
more friends unto thee than 
unto me? 

)B said, as he rode on a 
little slower than erst: 
Upon my soul and my 
salvation I swear it, that the 
men yonder be of the worst urn 
friends to thee that may be in 
theworld.Hndnow.lady.Ipro/ 
mise thee that I will unravel 
thee the riddle, and tell thee 
the whole truth of these haps, 
whatsoever may come of my 
words, when we be in a safer 
place than this; and meantime 
I beseech thee to trust in me 
thus far, as to believe that lam 
leading thee out of the very 
worst peril that might befall 
thee. J^ay, thou must needs 
trust me; for I tell thee, that 
though I now love thee better 
than all the world and all that 
is in it, 1 would slay thee here 
in this dale rather than suffer 
148 



thee to fall into the hands of 
these men. 

JIRDHkOJSG heard him 
with a sick heart; but 
l such passion went with 
bis words that she believed 
what be said; and she spake 
softly; Sir, I will trust thee 
thus far; but I beseech thee to 
have pity upon a poor maiden 
who bath bad but little pity 
shown unto her until these lat/ 
ter days; & then; O woe's me, 
to have fallen out of the kind¬ 
ness and love once more f 
PgSpfVG Black Knight spake 
Him fr* a tittle while, & 
said: 3dhat pity I can to 
thee, that I will. Once more I 
tell thee, that if thou but knew 
it thou wouldst thank me in¬ 
deed for what I have done for 
thee in this hour; and hence¬ 
forth I will do & forbear with 
thee to the uttermost that love 
willsufferme.Butlothou f here 
are we safe for this present; 
but we must nowise tarry. 

#RDHLO]^e looked & 
i saw that they were come 
> to the wall of the dale,& 
that there it went down sheer 
to the plain thereof,& that be/ 
fore them was a cleft that nar/ 
rowed speedily, & over which 
the rocks wetbnighmet.so that 
it was indeed almost a cave 
'Chey rode into it straightway, 
and when that they had gone 
but a tittle, and because it had 







winded somewhat, they could 
but see themain valley as astar 
of light behind them, then it 
narrowed no more, but was as a 
dismal street of the straitest, 
whiles lighter & whiles darker, 
according as the rocks roof¬ 
ed it in overhead or drew away 
from it. Hong they rode, and 
whiles came trickles of water 
from ou t therocks on one hand 
or the other; and now & again 
they met a stream which cov¬ 
ered all the ground of the pass 
from side to side for the depth 
of a foot or more. Great rocks 
also were strewn over their path 
every here and there, so that 
whiles must they needs dis¬ 
mount and toil afoot over the 
rugged stones; and in most 
places the way was toilsome & 
difficult.Cbe knight spake lit/ 
tie to Birdalone,save to tell her 
of the way, and warn her where 
it was perilous; & she, for her 
part, was silent, partly for fear 
ofthestrangeman,or,itmight 
be, even forhatredof him,who 
had thus broughtherintosuch 
sore trouble,& partly forgrief. 
for,with all torment of sorrow, 
she kept tumingover& over in 
her mind whether her friends 
hadyet come home to theCas/ 
tie of the Quest, and whether 
they would go seek her to de¬ 
liver her. Hnd such shame took 
hold of her when she thought 
of their grief and confusion of 



soul when they should come 
horn e& find her gone, that she 
set her mind to asking if it had 
not been better bad she never 
met them. Yet in good sooth 
her mind would not shape the 
thought, howsoever she bade 
it. 

Chapter XXXX. ffow they rest 
fortbenigbtin tbeStraitpass. 

: last, when they 
I bad been going 
a long while, it 
might be some 
six hours, and it 
i had long been 
nightin the world witbout,but 
moon/lit,and they bad rested 
but seldom, and then but for 
short whiles, the knight drew 
rein and spake to Birdalone, <& 
asked her was shenotweary^ 
O yea, she said; X was at point 
to pray thee suffer me to get 
off & lie down on the barerock. 
Co say sooth, X am now too 
weary to think of any peril, or 
what thou art, orwbitberwe be 
goingjgFRe said: By my deem/ 
mg we be now half through 
this mountain highway, & be¬ 
like there is little peril in our 
resting; for X think not that 
any one of them knowetb of 
this pass, or would dare it if 
he did; & they doubtless came 
into the dale by theupperpass, 
which is strait enough, but 
light and open. 
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he spoke, Birdalon e 
bowed forward on her 
horse's neck,& would 
have fallen but that he stayed 
her. "Chen he lifted her off her 
>borse, and laid her down in the 
seemliest place he might find; 
and the pass there was much 
widened, & such lightas there 
was in the outer world came 
down freely into it, though it 
were but of the moon and the 
stars; &tbegroundwasratber 
sandy than rocky. So be digbt 
Birdalone's bed as well as be 
might, and did off his surcoat 
and laid it over her; and then 
stoodaloof, and gazed on her; 
and he muttered: It is an evil 
chance; yet the pleasure of it, 
the pleasure of it I said he 

again, sbemigbtwellbe weari¬ 
ed ; Imyself am ready to drop, 
and X am not the least tough 
of the band jgPHnd therewith 
be laid him down on the f urtb/ 
erside of the pass,&fellasleep 
straightway. 

& Chapter XXV. Che Black 
Knight tells tbetrutbof bim- 
self^£ 

F>GJStbe morning 
was come down 
into the strait- 
ness of their se¬ 
cret road,Birda- 
|lone opened her 
eyesand sawtbeBlach Knight 
busy over dighting their hor¬ 
ses; so she arose and thrust 


her grief back into her heart, 
and gave her fellow/farer the 
sele of the day, & be brought 
her victual, and tbeyateamor- 
sel, & gat to horse thereafter 
& departed ; &tbeway became 
smoother, and it was lighter 
overhead every wberenow, and 
therocksn ever again met over/ 
bead athwart the way; and it 
seem ed to Birdalon e that now 
they were wending somewhat 
downward. 

B F)G knight was courte¬ 
ous unto Birdalone, and 
no longer for the present 
thrust bis love upon her, so 
that now she bad some solace 
of bis fellowship, though he 
was but few/spoken to her. 

B C 3HHS betimes when 
they arose, & they rode 
all the morning till it 
was noon, which they might 
well wot of, because the way 
was much wider, and the cliff- 
walls of the pass much lower, 
so that the sun shone in upon 
them and cheered them. 

IOCd the Black Knight 
drew rein & said: Shall 
we rest, lady, and eat? 
Hnd thereafter, if thou wilt, 
X shall tell thee my tale. Or 
rather, if thou wilt sufferme,X 
shall speak first and eat after/ 
wards,or else themorselmight 
stick in my throat J? Knight, 
saidBirdalon e, smiling, Xhope 
thou bast no He to swallow 
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down before the meat^JSay, 
lady, said be; no lie that is of 
moment at least. 

O they lighted down,and 
Birdalone sat on the way/ 
side under a bircb/busb 
that came thrusting out from 
tberock,and the knight stood 
before her, hanging bis bead, 
as though be were one accused 
who would plead his cause; & 
he began: 

^HDY, X must tell thee 
first of all, that to/day 
X have done as an un¬ 
faithful servant and a traitor 
to my lord Said Birdalone 
simply: Shall X tell thee the 
tru tb, &say that from the first 
X seemed to see in thee that 
thou wertscarce trusty 
said: {Hell, that mind X saw in 
thee, and it went to my heart 
that thou shouldest think it, 
and that it should be no less 
than true. But nowXmust tell 
thee, that it is for thy sake that 
X have been untrusty to my 
lord JP Row so? said sbejg? 
Quoth be: heardest thou ever 
of tb eRedKn igb1Vea, said 
Birdalone,Xhave beard of him 
everas a tyrantand oppressor. 
jgTCben she grew pale, & said: 
Hrt thou beP^Nay, said the 
knight,X am but a kinsman of 
his, andbisbest/trustedman; 
nor have X failed him ever till 
yesterday. 



16 kept silence a while, 
and then said: "Cbis is 
I the true tale: that we 
have bad tidings of thee & of 
thy ridings abroad with that 
old fool, SirHymeris, & bow 
thou badst been twice to look 
into the Black Valley. Cbis X 
say bath the Red One heard, 
& the heart of him was touch¬ 
ed by the mere hearsay of thee; 
& moreover’ tis blessed bread 
to him the doing of any grief 
to the knights of Quest Cas¬ 
tle ; wherefore be bath sent m e 
to bang about the dale, to lay 
hands on thee if X might; for 
he knew, being wise, that thou 
wouldst hanker after it; and 
moreover beletoneof bis wise 
worn en sit out in spells on thee. 
So X espied, and happened on 
thee all alone; and mine errand 
it was, since X came upon thee 
thus, to draw thee till X had 
thee safe at home in the Red 
hold, forsooth X began mine 
errand duly, & fell to beguiling 
thee, so that thou mayst well 
have seen the traitor in me.But 
then, and then my heart failed 
me, becauseXfell, not to desir/ 
ing thee as coveting my mas¬ 
ter’s chattel, but to loving thee 
& longing for thee as my fel¬ 
low and speecb/friend. Hnd X 
said to myself: Into the Red 
hold she shall not go if X may 
hinder it. 
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XRDHJvOT^e was very 
pale, but she refrained 
her from grief and fear, 
and said: But those horsed 
fit weaponed men up the dale, 
who were tbey?jj?Be said: X 
will not lie now, not even a lit¬ 
tle ; they came into the dale by 
that upper pass whereof X told 
thee; they were of our men; X 
brought them* Xwas never all 
alone in the dale; Xwas to have 
fetched thee to them, so that 
thou mightest not see a rout 
of folk and fleeaway; and then 
would we all have gone home 
together by the upper pass. 
Butwetwomust have gone on 
unto them in the dale's head, 
whereas forall thatXcould say 
X might not bring them down 
into that doom/ringwbere we 
ate and talked yesterday. <Ue 
two have been valianter than 
thou mayst have deemed, to 
have done the deed of dining 
there: for allmen fearit.Butas 
for me, X have been there more 
than twice or thrice, fit thence 
have X wandered, fit found this 
pass wherein now we be; con¬ 
cerning which X have held my 
tongue, deeming that it might 
one day serve my turn; as it 
bath done now abundantly, 
since it hath been a ref ugeun¬ 
to thee. 

BH, but whither are we 
going now ? said Birda- 
lone; is it perchance to 
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the Red Hold? jj?|SFay, never, 
said the knight, so help me 
God and Hllhallowsf 

FUBfiBR then? said 
Btrdalone; tell me, 
that X may at least 
trust thee, even though X owe 
thee for all the pain and grief 
which thou hast wrought me. 
JSfViz reddened & said: CQait 
a while; X bring thee to no ill 
place; there shall no harm be¬ 
fall tbee^Hnd he fretted an d 
fumed, and was confused of 
speech and look, and then he 
said: OThen we come there X 
shall belike crave a boon of 
thee. 

, Bar X crave a boon of 
thee here and now, said 
Birdalone. Cdvpe away 
thine offence to me fit take me 
back to my friends fit the Cas/ 
tleof theQuestl Somaystthou 
yet be dear unto me, though 
maybe not wholly as thou 
wouldst have itj^Hnd she 
reached out her two hands to' 
ward him. 

fijpgftS breast heaved, and he 
alBli scemednigh to weeping; 
asSsbut he said: JSfay, lady, 
ask me not here and now, but 
there fit to-morrow. But again 
X swear to thee by thine hands 
that to the Red fjoldXwill not 
bring thee, nor suffer thee to 
be brought, if Xmay hinder it; 
nay, not though X give my life 
therefor. 









jXRDHkOJNTG was silent 
a while; then she said: 
: Hndwbatsballbefallme 
if X come to the Red Rold? 
dhat is the Red Knight, and 
what would be do with me ~?j0 
Said be: 'Che Red Knight is 
terrible & fierce & wise; and! 
fear him,X^Rebeld bis peace, 
and said: Xmust needs say it, 
tbatto thee he would have been 
as Death & the Devil, Re would 
have bedded thee first jgF She 
broke tn :|^ay, never f&flushed 
very red^Sut the knigbtwent 
on: Hnd af ter, X wot not; that 
were according to bis mood, 
Hnd as to thy n ever, lady, thou 
wottestnot the like of him or 
of the fblh he bath about him, 
jS^Sucb as thou ? she said an¬ 
grily j^J^ay, he said, far worse 
than me; men who fare little 
afield, and are not sweetened 
by adventures and war/perils; 
and women worseryet; and far 
worser were they dealing with a 
woman^She was silent again 
awhile, and paled once more; 
then her colour came back to 
her,and she held out her hand 
to him and said kindly; Chou 
being what thou art, X thank 
thee for thy dealings with me; 
& now until to/moirow, when 
Xsball as k thee of that again ,X 
am friends with thee; socome 
now, and let us eat and drink 
together. 


iHUJG took her band & kissed part XV, O f 
it, and then cameandsat the Days of 
! down meekly beside her, Hbiding 
and they ate and drank in that 
wild place as though they bad 
been friends of longacquaint- 
ance. 

Chapter XV.Cbe Black Knight 
brings Birdalone to the Bower 
in the Dale,#,# 

fR€^T they bad 
1 made an end 
of their meal, 
they gat to 
, hors e again & 
rode on their 
ways; and every mile now was 
their road the easier, the pass 
wider, and its walls lower and 
now also more broken; till at 
last they began to go down bill 
swiftly, and after a tittle their 
road seemed to be swallowed 
in a great thicket of hornbeam 
and holly; buttbehmgbtrode 
on & entered the said thicket, 

& ever foundsome way amidst 
the branches,though they were 
presently in the very thick of 
the trees, and saw no daylight 
between the trunks for well- 
nigh an hour, whereas the wood 
was thick and tangled, & they 
bad to thread their way betwixt 
its mazes. 

)C last the wood began 
' to grow thinner before 
tbem,& the white light 
to show between the trunks; 

& Birdalone deemed that she 










part XV. Of heard the soun d of falling wa- 
the Days of ter, & presently was sure there* 
Hbiding of; and the knight spake to 

her; patience, my lady; now 
are we n ear home for to/day jg? 
She nodded kindly to him,and 
therewith they rode on to open 
ground, & were on the side of 
a steep bent, broken on their 
right hands into a sheer cliff,as 
Birdalonesawwhen the knight 
led her to the edge & bade her 
look over. I^hen she saw down 
into a fair dale lying far below 
them, through the which ran a 
little river, clear an d swift, but 
not riotous, after it bad fallen 
over a force at the upper endof 
the dale, and made the sound 
of water which she had heard. 
“Che said dale was so, that what/ 
soever was on the other side 
thereof was hidden by tall and 
great trees, that stood close 
together some twenty yards 
aloof from the stream, & be¬ 
twixt them & it was fair green/ 
sward with a few bushes and 
thorn/trees thereon. 

B UOrfi Cfie knight; 
Down there shall we 
rest till to/morrow, if 
if please thee, lady; and since 
the sun will set in an hour, we 
were beston our way atoncejfi? 
It pleases me well, said Birda- 
tone, & X long to tread the turf 
by the river/side, fortam weary 
as weary may be of the saddle 
and the pass. 
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CO down the bent they 
rode, and it was but a 
little ere they bad rid¬ 
den it to an end, and had met 
the river as it swept round the 
cliff/wall of the valley; & they 
rode through it, and came on 
to the pleasant greensward a/ 
f oresaid under the trees; and 
in a bight of the wood was a 
bower builded of turf <& thatch/ 
ed with reed; and there, by the 
bidding of the knight, they a- 
lighted; and the knight said; 
T^his is thine house for to¬ 
night, my lady; & thou mayest 
lie there in all safety after thou 
hast supped, and mayst have 
my weapons by thy sideif thou 
wilt, while X lie under the trees 
yonder. Hnd if thou wilt bathe 
thee in the cool water, to com ¬ 
fort thee after the long ride & 
the weariness, X swear by thy 
hand that X will take myself 
out of eye/shot & abide aloof 
till th ou call me, 

|^^|flXD Birdalone, smiling 
EBBS somewhat: fair sir,X will 
Esas not have my watch and 
ward unarmed; keep thou thy 
weapons; & thou wilt not for¬ 
get, perchance, that X am not 
wholly unarmed,wbereasXbave 
my bow and arrows & my knife 
here. Hnd as to my bathing, X 
will take thee at thy word, and 
bid thee go aloof a while now 
at once; for X will go down to 
the water; & if thou spy upon 




me, then wilt it be thy shame 
and not mine, 

B F>€ knight went his ways 
therewith, and Birdalone 
went down to the water 
& unclad her; buteresbestep- 
ped into the river, she laid her 
bow and three shafts on the 
tip thereof, Chen she took the 
water, and disported her mer¬ 
rily therein; & now, forsooth, 
she was nowise downcast, for 
she said to herself, this man is 
not all evil, and be lovetb me 
well, and X look for it that to¬ 
morrow he will bring me on my 
way toward the Castle of the 
Quest, for mere love of me; & 
then shall be be a dear friend 
to me, and X will comfort him 
what X can for as long as we 
both live* 

B O she came out of the 
water and clad her,and 
then called aloud for 
the knight, & he cam e s peedily 
unto her, as if be bad been not 
exceeding far away, though he 
swore with a great oath that 
be had nowise espied her. She 
answered him nought, & they 
went side by side to the bower; 
and there the knight digbt the 
victual, & they sat together & 
ate tbeirm eat like old friends; 
& Birdalone asked the knight 
concerning this valley and the 
bower, if be had known it for 
long, and be answered; Yea, 
lady ,Xwas but a stripling when 


X first happened on the dale; 
J&Xdeem that few know there/ 
of save me; at least none of 
our fiock knowetb thereof; &X 
am fain thereof,and keep them 
unknowing, forif my lord were 
to bear of my having a haunt 
privy unto me he would like it 
but ill. 



XRDHJvOjsre turned 
pale when she beard 
him speak of his lord; 
for fear of the Red Knight bad 
entered into her soul, so that 
now the flesh crept upon her 
bones* But she enforced her 
to smile, and said :Yea,& what 
would he do to thee were be ill/ 
con ten t with thy ways ? j&f or/ 
sooth, lady,said he, if hecould 
spare me he would makean end 
of me in some miserable way; 
nay, if be were exceeding ill- 
content, be would do as mueb 
for me whether be could spare 
me or not; otherwise be would 
watch bis occasion,& so grieve 
me that what be did would go 
to my very beartj^doe's met 
said Birdalone, thou servest 
an evil masterjfiSF'Cbe knight 
answered not, and Birdalone 
went on speaking earnestly: 
Xt is a shame to thee to follow 
this fiend; why dost thou not 
sunder thee from him, and be/ 
come wholly an honest man? 
j^Said be gruffly: Xt is of no 
use talking of this, X may not; 
to boot, X fear him j^Cben did 
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Birdalone bold her peace, and 
the knight said: "Chou dost 
not know; when X part from 
thee X must needs go straight 
to him, & then must that befall 
which will befall. Speah we no 
more of these matters. 

}XRDHkOT*e flushed 
with hope and joy as 
he spake thus, for she 
took him tomean thathewould 
lead her, on the morrow, on her 
way to the Castle of theQuest. 
But the knight spake in a voice 
grown cheerful again: Hs to 
this bower, lady,the tale there/ 
of is soon told; for with mine 
own hands X butlded it some 
fifteen years ago; and X have 
come to this place time and a- 
gain when my heart was over¬ 
much oppressed with black 
burdens of evil & turmoil, and 
have whiles prevailed against 
the evil, &whiles notjfi^jviays t 
thou prevail this time, then t 
said she jfi? Be answered her 
not, but presently fell to talk/ 
ing with her of other matters, 
&the two were frank & friendly 
together, tilltheHugustnight 
grew dark about them; & then 
spake Birdalone: ]Sow would 
X rest, for X can no longer keep 
mine eyes open. Hbide aloof 
from me to/morrow morning 
till X call to thee, as thou didst 
tbisevening;& then, before we 
eat together again, thou shalt 
tell me what thou wilt do with 



me^Be stood up to depart, 
and she reached out her hand 
to him in the glimmer, and he 
saw tt, but said: >lay, if X take 
thine hand, X shall take thine 
whole body jj?Hnd therewith 
he departed,& she laid her down 
in her smock alone, and slept 
anon, and was dreamless and 
forgetting everything till the 
sun was up in the morning. 
Chapter XVX.^et a Day and a 
Night they tarry in the Dale/# 
RDHLONe a- 
woke when the 
sun came into the 
bower to her, & 
stood up at once, 
& went down to 
the river and washed the night 
offher;andthen,when she was 
clad, called on the knight to 
come to her; and he came,look/ 
ingdowncastandtroubled;so 
that Birdalone thought with¬ 
in herself: Xt is well, he will do 
my will. 

■ BG stood before him, & 
gave him the sele of the 
day,andhe looked on her 
sorrowf ullyj^Chenshe said: 
l^ow is come the time when X 
am to ask thee to take me back 
to the Castle of the Quest and 
my own people jj? Be was not 
hasty to answer her, and she 
spake again: Chis must thou 
do, or else take me to the Red 
Bold & deliver m e to the tyrant 
there;andXhave heard it from 












thine own mouth that will be 
nought else than castingmein/ 
to shame and torment & death. 
And X deem thou canst not do 
it. JNay, she said, staying the 
words that were coming from 
his mouth,Xwot that thou canst 
doit if thine heart can suffer it; 
for thou art stronger than X, 
and thou mayst break my bow, 
&wrest this knife out of mine 
hand; and thou canst bind me 
& make me fast to the saddle, 
and so lead my helpless body 
into thraldom and death. But 
thou hast said that thou lov- 
est me, and X believe thee here/ 
in.'ChereforeXknow that thou 
canst not will to do this. 

]6 answered in his surly 
jvoicei'Chouart right,la/ 
1 dy,Xcannot.Nay, heark/ 
en thou this time. X have been 
turning over night/long what 
thou didst say about leaving 
my lord, that is,betraying him, 
for it comes to that; and now 
X have made up my mind to 
do it, and X will betray him for 
thy sake. Wherefore there is a 
third way to take which thou 
hast not seen; we will ride out 
of this dale in an hour’s time, 
& Xwill bring thee to them who 
are on ly less the mortal foes of 
the Red Knight than are thy 
fellows of the Quest, to wit, to 
thecaptain & burgesses of the 
good town of Greenf Ord by the 
Water; & X will do them to wit 



that X have rescued thee from 
the hands of the Red Knight, 
and am become his foe; & will 
show them all his incomings 
and outgoings, and every whit 
of rede,and entrap him,so that 
he fall into their hands, f'fow, 
thoughwereXto betaken in bat/ 
tie by them,lsboutdbespeedi/ 
ly brought to the baiter,or may 
be to the bale/fire (for we be wiz/ 
ards all in the Red Hold); yet 
with this word in my mouth, if 
they trow in it,X shall be made 
their captain,&presen tty their 
master. "Crow in my tale they 
will,if thou bear me out there¬ 
in, and they will honour thee, 
and suffer thee to give thyself 
to me in marriage; and then X 
know thee, & myself also, and 
that ere long we shall be both 
mighty andwealtby and betov/ 
ed, and fair will be the days be/ 
fore us. 

B XS VOXCe bad grown 
softer as he spake, and 
toward the end of his 
words he faltered, and at last 
brake out a/weeping, and cast 
himself wordless on the grass 
before her. 

H R6 was pale,& her brow 
was knitted,and her face 
quivered; but she spake 
coldly tobim&saidi'Cbis way! 
cannot take ;&X wonderat thee 
that thou hast shown it un¬ 
to me,for thyself thou know- 
est that! cannot go with thee. 
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X will go nowhere hence save to 
tbeCastleoftbeQuest.Xftbou 
wilt not lead me thereto, or 
put me on the road, task thee 
straight, GlUt thou stay me if X 
go seek the way thither myself? 
IB ROSe up from the 
ground with a pale face 
full of anger as well as 
grief,& caught her by the wrists 
and said, scowling the while: 
"Cell me now which of them it 
is; is it the stupid oaf Baudoin, 
or the light fool bugb, or the 
dull pedant Hrtbur?Butitmat/ 
tersnot;forXknow,andallthe 
country/side knows,that they 
be vowed, each man of them, to 
his own woman; and if they 
findnot the women themselves, 
such dolts they are, that they 
will ever be worshipping the 
mere shadows of them, &turn 
away from flesh & blood, were 
it the fairest in the world, as 
thou art, as thou art* 

■ bS shrank away from 
him what she might, 
but he still held her 
wrists; then she spake in a quiz 
vering voice, her very lips pale 
with fear&wrath:Xt is well seen 
that thou art a man of the Red 
Knight ;& belike thou wouldst 
do with me as he would* But 
one thing X crave of thee, if 
there is any grain of mercy in 
thee, that thou wilt draw thy 
swordandthrustme through; 
thou mayst leave thine holdof 
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metogetattheblade,Xwillnot 
stir from where! stand. Ot to 
think that X deemed thee well/ 
nigh a true man. 
||lB6dropped her han ds now 
tK & stood aloof from her, 

! staringatber,& present/ 
ly cast himself on the ground, 
rolling about & tearing at the 
grass jfi? She looked on him a 
moment or two, & then step¬ 
ped forward & stooped to him, 
and touched his shoulder and 
said: Rise up,X bid tbee,& be 
a man and not a wild beast. 

H O in awhile be arose,and 
stood before her hang¬ 
dog/like; then she look¬ 
ed on him pitifully, and said: 
fair sir & valiant knight, thou 
hast gon e out of thy mind fora 
while,& thus hast thou sham/ 
edbotbme and thyself ;&now 
thou wert best forget it, and 
therewithal my last words to 
thee. 


|^ph6RB^JCTlXb she held 

Hill out hcr k anc * to kim,and 
be went on bis knees and 
took it,sobbing, and kissed it, 
jS^Butsbe said, and smiled on 
him; ]Now X see that thou wilt 
do what X prayed of thee, and 
lead me hence & put me on the 
road to tbeCastleof theQuest, 
be said: Xwill lead thee to 
the Castle of the Quest. 

H HXD Birdalone: Chen 
shall it be as X promis/ 
ed, that X will be thy 





dear friend while both we live. 
Hndnow,if thou canst,bea lit/ 
tie merrier, & com e and sit with 
me, and let us eat our meat,for 
X hunger. 

IB smiled, but woeful¬ 
ly, and presently they 
sat down to tbeirmeat; 
and be strove to be somewhat 
merry of mood, and to eat as 
one at a feast; but whiles bis 
heart failed him, and he set his 
teeth and tore at the grass, & 
bis face was fierce and terrible 
to look on; butBirdalonemade 
as if she heeded it nought, and 
was blithe and debonair with 
him* Hnd when they bad done 
tbeirmeatbesatlookingatber 
a while,& at last be said: kady, 
dost thou deem that, when all 
is said, X have done somewhat 
for thee since first we met the 
day beforeyesterday at the low/ 
er end of the Black Valley ? 
Yea, she said, as erst X spake, 
all things considered X deem 
that thou bast done muebj^ 
Hnd now, said he, X am to do 
more yet; for X am to lead thee 
to where bencefortbXsball have 
no more part or lot in thee than 
if tbou wert in heaven and X in 
bell J0 X pray thee say not so, 
saidBirdalone; have Xnot said 
tbatXwill be thy friend IJ&Jsdv 
dy, said the knight, X wot well 
that according to the sweet¬ 
ness of thine heart wilt tbou 
do what thou canst dojS?Hnd 






therewith he was silent awhile 
and she also. 

be said:X wouldask 
thee a grace if X durst 
I Hsk it,said she, andX will 
grant it if X may; X have gain¬ 
said thee enough meseemeth. 
^HDY» he said,! will ask 
this as a reward of the 
way/leader, to wit,that 
tbou abide with me here in this 
dale, in all honour holden, till 
to/morrow morning; & let this 
place, which has helped me a- 
foretime, be hallowed by thy 
dwelling here; and X, X shall 
have bad one happy day at 
least, if never another. Canst 
thou grant me this? Xf thou 
canst not, we will depart in an 
hour. 

|np^§)SR countenance fell at 

SIHfl k* 8 worc * & she was si/ 
P&X-m lentawbile;fbr sore she 
longed to be speedily whereas 
her friends should find her if 
they came back to the castle. 
But she thought within her¬ 
self how wild & fierce the man 
was, and doubted if be might 
not go stark mad on her hands 
& destroy her if she thwarted 
overm u cb; &, moreover, f ran k/ 
ly she pitied him, and would 
do what she might to ease bis 
patn&solace bis grief of heart, 
^therefore she cleared her face 
of its trouble and let it be vexed 
no longer,butsmiledupon the 
knight satdifair sir,this me/ 
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partXV. Of seemetb but a little thing for 
the Days of me to do,& Xgrant itthee with 
H biding a goodwill, and this shall now 

be the first day of the friend¬ 
ship if so thou wilt take it; and 
may it solace thee. 

f)0 then was gleeful 
but the knight, and 
strange it was to see 
all his sorrow run off him ;and 
he became glad & gamesome 
as a youth, and yet withal ex¬ 
ceeding courteous & kind with 
her, as though he were serving 
a mighty queen. 

O then they wore the day 
together in all good fel¬ 
lowship; and first they 
went up the dale together and 
right to the foot of that great 
force, where the stream came 
thundering down from the 
sheer rocks; & long Btrdalone 
stood to look thereon, & much 
shemarvelledatit,fornosuch 
thing had she seen before. 

ReaeHfreR mev 

went afoot into the wood 
behind the green bower, 
and when they had gone some 
way therein for their pleasure, 
they fell to seeking venison 
for their dinner; & the knight 
tookBtrdalone's bow&sbaf ts 
to strike the quarry withal, 
but be would have her gird bis 
sword to her, that she might 
not be weaponless. So they 
gat them a roe and came back 
therewith to the bower, & the 
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knight dight it and cooked it, 
& again they ate in fellowship 
and kindness; and Btrdalone 
had been to the river & fetched 
thence store of blue/flowered 
mouse/ear, and of meadow¬ 
sweet, whereof was still some 
left from the early days of 
summer, & bad made her gar¬ 
lands for her bead & her loins; 
and the knight sat & worship¬ 
ped her, yet be would not so 
muchas touch her band,sorely 
as be hungered for the beauty 
of her b ody. 

Kj|!§|3SXT;,wben dinner was 

fflleillS ^ onc * & they (ay in the 
(MsMa shadow of the trees, & 
hearkened the moor/ben crying 
from the water, and the moan/ 
ing of the wood/doves in the 
high trees, she turned to him 
& bade him tell her somewhat 
of the tale of bis life & deeds; 
but be said: J^ay, lady, Xpray 
thee pardon me, for little have 
X to tell thee that is good,and! 
wouldnot have thee know of me 
aught worse than thou know- 
est of me already. Rather he 
thou kind to me, and tell me of 
thy days that have been,wbere/ 
in X know full surely shall be 
nought but good. 

■ F>€ smiled and blushed, 
butwitboutmore ado fell 
to telling him of her life 
in the Rouse under the SHood, 
and spared not even to tell him 
somewhat of the wood/mo- 




tber. Hnd be said no word to 
ber thereover, save thanks and 
praises for the kindness of ber 
story, 

pbgyC last the day wore to 
ba ^its ending, & then the 
knight’s grief strode 
over him again, & be was moody 
and few/spoken; & Birdalone 
was blithe with him still, and 
would have solaced bis grief; 
but be said: ket it be; as for 
tbee, thou sbalt be happy to¬ 
morrow, but this happy day of 
mine is well/nigb worn, and it 
is as the wearing of my lif ejfi? 
Hnd the dark night came, and 
be bade ber good/night sorrow/ 
fully, and departed to bis lair 
in the wood, Birdalone lay in 
the bower, & might not sleep 
a long while for ber joy of the 
morrow, which should bring 
ber back to the Castle of the 
Q uest , 

ll^trCwben morning was, 
||s|j & the sun was but just 
sUfil risen,Birdalone awoke, 
and stood up and did on ber 


raiment, and called ber ser- part XV. Of 
vant the knight, and be came the Days of 
at on ce leading the two horses, Abidin g 
and said: ]Vow go we to the 
Castle of the Quest^Hnd be 
was sober and sorrowful, but 
nought fierce or wild. 

H O Birdalon e than k ed him 
kindly and praised him, 
and be changed coun ten/ 
ance no whit therefor. 

they mounted & 

MiSlI & the knight 

wSsasy led straight into the 
wood, and by roads that be 
wotted of, so that they went 
nowise slowly for wenders 
through the thick woodland. 
jj?Cbus went they on their 
way together, be sorry and she 
glad. 


B trc now leaves the tale 
to tell of Birdalone and 
the knight on whom she 
happened in the Black Valley 
of the Grey wethers, and turns 
to the Castle of the Quest and 
the folk thereof, & what they 
did in this while & thereafter. 


Here ends tbc fourth part of the 3Qater of the (SEon- 
drous Isles, which is called Of the Days of Hbidtng, 
& the fifth part now begins, which is called TlheCale 
of the Quest's Bn ding. 






Chapter I. Of Sir Leonard’s 
Crouble & the Coming of the 
Quests & 

gp^ns^jejvLscfietaie 
^rrthat when the 
Y rdSr^^pkinbadde- 
( fyOrTTl parted from Bird/ 
\ \^y^y/J alone at the bower 
?gs^*^*^a in the copse, be 
went home to the castle sadly 
enough, because of bis love & 
longing for her, which well be 
wotted might never be satis¬ 
fied. JMoreover when be was 
come Into the castle again, 
there fell fear upon him for 
what might betide her, and be 
rued it that be bad done her 
will in getting her forth of the 
castle; and in vain now he set 
before himself all the reasons 
for deeming that her peril here/ 
in was little or nothing, even 
as hehad laid them before her, 
& which betben believedin ut¬ 
terly, whereas now htmseem- 
ed there was an answer to every 
one of them. So he sighed hea/ 
vily and went into the chapel, 
wherein was an altar of St. 
Leonard; and beknelt thereat, 
an d prayed the saint, as be bad 
erst delivered folk from cap¬ 
tivity, now to deliver both him 
and Birdalone from peril and 
bondsjbut though be was long 
a/ pray in g & made many words, 
it lightened his heart little or 
nothing; so that when he rose 


up again, that if anything evtl f 
happened to this pearl of wo- 1 
men, be wished heartily that f 
some one might take his life j 
and be be done with it. 

■ OKI was the house astir, fc 
and the chaplain came 1 
from out the chapel,and |J 
thinking all things over, be 
thought be wouId go straight . 
to Sir Hymeris & make a clean f, 
breast of it, so that weaponed / 
men might be sent at once to v 
seek Birdalone. Hnd be said 
to himself; KIbat matter if he 
slay meor cast me into prison, ft 
if Birdalone be lost ? ^ 

■ O fie went bis ways toE 
the highest tower,which a 
looked landward&bigbt a 
the Open Gy e, deeming to find 
Sir Hymeris; but when begot 
to the topmost, he found nei¬ 
ther captain nor carle there: 
wherefore be stayed a little & 
looked forth betwixt the bat¬ 
tlements, if perchance there 
were some wild chance of see¬ 
ing Birdalone’s coming home ^ 
again; but his keen eyes beheld 3] 
nothing more than be looked * 


to see, as sheep and neat, andJ 1 


the field/folk of thereabouts. 
So be turned away & went by 
the swale toward the next tall¬ 
est tower, which looked lake- 
wards, and was called Rearts’ 
Rope; and as be went be fell to 


framing in his mind the words 































which be should say to the 
castellan. 

H fiCIS came he, haggard 
and hapless,on the leads 
of the tower, which were 
nought smalt; & there gather¬ 
ed together in a knot,& all gaz/ 
Ing eagerly outover the lake,be 
found a dozen of men/at/arms 
&the castellan amongst them. 
Cbey took no heed of him as 
he came up, though he stum¬ 
bled as he crossed the thresh¬ 
old & came clattering over the 
lead floor, and be saw at once 
that there was something un¬ 
wonted toward; but be had but 
one though tin bis mind, to wit, 
the rescuing of Birdalone. 

went up now behind 
] where the castellan was 
I leaning over the battle/ 
ment, and pulled his shirt,and 
when Sir Hymens turned round, 
be said: Lord,! have a word for 
thin eearjtfFBut the old Knight 
did but half turn round, and 
then spake peevishly: “Cush, 
manf another timet seesttbou 
nott, have got no eyes foraught 
save what we see on the lake? 
jff "Yea, but what then ? said 
the priest^'Cbere cometb a 
boat, said Sir Hymeris, not 
looking back at him, and our 
thought is that therein be our 
lords. 

jfiej^tbe priest beard 
that word, it was to 
him as if bell had o¬ 




pened underneath bis feet; & 
be bad no might to speak for 
a minute; then he cried out: 
Sir Hymeris, hearken, X pray 
tbeejfiPButtbeold knight but 
thrust him back with bis hand, 
and even therewith one of the 
men/at/arms cried out: X hear 
the voice of their bornf^'Cben 
shouted Sir Hymeris: Sflbere 
art thou, JNoise? Blow, man, 
blow, if ever thou blewest in 
all thy lif ef^Hndtberewitbal 
came the blare of the brass, 
and SirHym eris nodded to the 
trumpeter, who blew blast af¬ 
ter blast with all bis might, so 
that the priest might as well 
have been dumb for any bear¬ 
ing be might get; and all the 
while to Leonard the minutes 
seemed hours, and be was well/ 
nigh distraught* 

B fTOthen when the knight 
held up bis hand for the 
]Noise to stay bis blow- 
in g,<& Leonard strove to speak, 
the castellan turned on him & 
said: peace,Sir Leonard; dost 
thou not know that now we 
would listen with our ears to 
heed if they answer us ? JNot a 
wordany oneman of you,learn/ 
ed or lewd, or ye shall rue it f 
therewith came 
clearly the sound of the 
born from the water, 
and again & yet again; and no 
man spake but the chaplain, 
who criedout; Bearken, knight, 
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it is of Birdalone Jf But Sir 
Hymeris laid bis band on bis 
shoulder and said in an angry 
whisper: Chou sbalt be put 
downstairs,priest,if thou bold 
not thy peace. 

!>eO]NTHRD drew aback 
scowling,and wentout 
! of tbedoor,&so slow/ 
ty down the stair, and with¬ 
drew him into the cover of the 
dooroftbefirst chamber down 
from the tower/top, with the 
mind to waylay StrHymerisas 
became down; and meanwhile 
he cursed him for a fool and a 
dull/wit,and himself yet more, 
as was but right, for a fool an d 
a licorous traitor. 

ICIC be bad not tarried 
there more than a score 
| of minutes, ere be beard 
a great shout from those up 
above: Cbey are cornel they 
are comet jfiPHndnexttbereaf/ 
ter came all the men clatter¬ 
ing down the stair past him, 
scarce refraining them from 
shoving each bis neighbour on Jj 
to the next one; Leonard fol- 
lowed on them, and presently 
arose great shouting and tu¬ 
mult through all the house, & 
all folk, men & women, hurried 
flock/meal toward the water- 
gate, & with them went Leon¬ 
ard perforce; and sick of heart 
be was,calling tomind tbefirst 
coming thither of Birdalone. 



CTC now when they came 
to the water/gate, there 
verily was the Sending 
Boat just coming to band; and 
in the stern stood the three 
knights together, all clad in 
their armour, and before them 
sat three lovely ladies, clad one 
in gold, one in green, and one 
in black: and lo, there was the 
Quest come home. 

^ Chapter XX. JSow ask they 
of Birdalone, and Sir Leonard 
speaks,*?* ,4* 

|OSl CR€ prow 
touched the 
stones of the 
stair, & folk were 
busy to lay hold 
of it that the 
wayfarers might land, but Sir 
Baudoin cried out in a great 
voice: Let none be so hardy as 
to touch this ferry, either now 
or hereafter; for there is peril 
therein jtpHnd therewith be 
took Hurea by the band, & led 
her out of the boat and up the 
stair, & she all joyous & won/ 
dering; and thereafter came 
Rugb and his darling,and last 
of all Hrtbur & Htra,and she a/ 
loneof the three women looked 
downcast, & her eyes wander¬ 
ed about the throng that was 
before them there, as though 
she sought something, yet 
feared to see it. 
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!ttC when they were all 
standing together on 

___ the landtng/plaln, and 

the folk were all about them In 
a ring, Sir Baudoln spake to 
the castellan and said: SlrHy/ 
merls, thee and other folkXsee 
here, the sight of whom doth 
me great joy; but where,Xpray 
thee, Is the lady, our friend 
Blrdalone, by whom It Is that 
all we are come happily hither? 
^Hnd he looked around with 
an anxious face; but Hrtbur was 
as pale as ashes,yet he spake 
nought, and Htra let her hand 
fall away from his. 

spake the castellan, 
and said: JNo harm hath 
befallen the Lady Blrd- 
alon e ;but whiles she hath been 
somewhat alllngof late, & It Is 
like that she wotteth not what 
Is toward, & keepeth herchanv 
ber now,for It Is yet betimes In 
the morning, 

JS he spake, came thrust/ 
t lng a man through the 
, throng, eager and pale- 
faced; who but the chaplain; 
and he said: F>e would not let 
me speak, this fool; X cannot 
choose my time. Lords,! bear 
evil tidings & an ugly welcome 
home. 'Che Lady Blrdalone Is 
In peril,& she Is not In the cas/ 
tie; X wot not where she Is. 
must send armed men to seek 
her out. 
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H ReRBHC fell the silence 
of woe upon the throng; 
butHrthur ran forward on 
the priest with drawn sword, 
and cried out: X misdoubt me 



that thou art a traitor; speak t 
or X wlllslay thee bereand now, 
d^Xf X be a traitor, quoth Leo/ 
nard, X shall tell thee In little 
while what ye must do to undo 
my treason,If there be yet time 
thereto; so slay me not till ye 
have heard, and then do what 
ye will with me* 

fCTC Baudoln putHrthur 
aside, and sat'd: Refrain 
theca little, fair brother, 
else shall words tumble over each 
other and we shall know noth/ 
tng clear, SlrHy merls, bring our 
dear ladles to the fairest cham/ 
bers,anddoall honour &cour/ 
tesy to them. Hnd ye, sweet- 
lings, ye will not begrudge us 
that we go to seek your friend. 
Chou priest, come with us a 
little apart, and tell thy tale as 
shortly as thou mayst, & fear 
nought; we be not Clod’s das/ 
tards, as the Red Knight and 
his men. 

JXRXDXS wept& hissed 
her love before all folk, 
and bade him go & do 
his best to find ber friend, or 
never come back to ber else J& 
JV!ucbmoved,even to tears,was 
Hurea withal, and reached ber 
band to Baudoln, and said: Xf 



any man on earth can help us 
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itistbou.Go tbou^ButHtra 
wept not, and but said to Hr- 
tbur: Go tbou, it is meet. 

H BBReOTCB were tbe 
ladies brought to fair 
chambers; but tbe three 
knights went with tbe priest 
and Sir Hymens into tbe solar, 
and set a guardat tbe door that 
tbeir talk should be privy. 
Chapter XU. Bow they follow 
tbe Slot of Birdalone and tbe 
Blach Knight 

Twas butfive mim 
utes ere tbe priest 
bad told them all 
tbatneedwasjso 
they let him abide 
alone there,though 
sooth to say there was none of 
them but bad good will to break 
bis neck; & tbe same rede bad 
all three, that there was nought 
for it butto go tbeir ways with 
all speed to tbe BlackValley of 
tbe Grey wethers, and follow 
up tbe slot of Birdalone if it 
m igbt yet be foun d; wherefore 
they bade saddle tbeir horses 
straightway; & while that was 
a/doing they ate a morsel, and 
bade farewell to tbeir lo velings. 
JP Hnd they digbt them to go, 
they three together, with but 
one squire and a sergeant,who 
were both of them keen track/ 
ers and fellwoodsmen.Butere 
they went, by tbe rede of Hr- 
tbur they bade Sir Hymeris to 
arm a two score of men & ride 


toward tbe Red Bold, and be¬ 
set tbe ways ’twbet that & the 
Castle of tbe Quest; for one 
and all they deemed that if any 
barm befellBirdalone,tbe Red 
Knight would be at tbe bottom 
of it. 

H O rode those fellows,and 
came unto tbe dale but 
some four hours after 
Birdalone bad bappenedon tbe 
stranger hnigbt;&tbey took up 
tbe slot of her, but not easily, 
whereas tbe ground was bard 
& stony; bowbeit,they found 
tokens of tbe knight also, find* 
ing here and there what they 
deemed tbe foot/prints of a 
tall man. Hnd this was griev¬ 
ous to those fellows,sincenow 
they could not but deem that 
somewhat untoward bad be- 
fallenBirdalone.But they went 
on making out tbe slot,& they 
followed it with much toil un¬ 
til they came to tbe doom/ring 
in tbe bead of tbe dale,where¬ 
as Birdalone and tbe stranger 
bad sat down to meat; but by 
that time,so toilsome bad been 
tbeir going, it was somewhat 
more than dusk, and there was 
nougbtforitbuttoabide there 
nigbt/long So a while they 

sat talking, all of them, & the 
squire and tbe sergeant afore/ 
said were not a little timorous 
of tbe adventure of making that 
stead unkenned tbeir sleeping 
chamber; and to while away tbe 












time, their lords made them tell 
tales such as they knew con¬ 
cerning that place; and both 
they said that they had never 
erst come into the dale but a 
very little way, & said that they 
had done so then but trusting 
in their lords' bidding and the 
luck of tbcQuestjgF thereaf¬ 
ter turned the talk as to what 
had befallen Birdalone, & the 
chances of com ingon her; and, 
as folk will in such a plight, 
they talked the matter over & 
over again till they were weary 
and could say no more. 

B fJGJ't they went to sleep, 
& nought beftlltbem till 
they awoke in the broad 
daylight; but they bad little 
inkling of what hour it was, 
for all the dale was fullof thick 
white mist that came rolling 
down from the mountains, so 
that they could scarce see their 
hands before them, and there 
they had to tarry still, would 
they, would they not; &tbeser/ 
geant fell to telling tales of folk 
who bad been lost in that stony 
maze; and all of them deemed, 
more or less, that this was the 
work either of evil wights, or 
it might be of the wizardry 
of the Red Knight; and, to be 
short, they all deemed that be 
it was who had wielded it, save 
the sergeant, wbosaid that the 
mountain wights were the mas/ 
ters and not the servants of 
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him of the Red fiold. 

ffidS, then, it betided; 
butwben the saidmist 
bad been banging up¬ 
on them for some six hours, it 
rolled up like a curtain, and lo 
the blue sky and the sun, and 
the mountains as clear blue as 
in a picture; and they saw by 
the sun that it was but a little 
after high noon. 

H CtC as they rejoiced here/ 
in,and betook them once 
more to trackingout the 
slot of Birdalone & the other, 
the sky became suddenly over/ 
cast, and down from the jaws 
of the mountain came a storm 
of wind and rain, and thunder 
& lightning, so great that they 
might scarce see each other's 
faces, and when it cleared off, 
in about an hour and a half, 
and went down the wind to the 
soutb/east,tbe stream was wax/ 
en great, andran brown andf u/ 
rious down the dale, so that it 
was fordableonly here <& there; 
and as for tracking the slot of 
those twain, there was no need 
to talk thereof, for the fury of 
the drivingrain had washed all 
away. 

fidS fared they the whole 
day betwixt fog and clear 
weather, & they laid them 
down to res t at night sore dis/ 
hearten ed.<Ohen the day broke 
they talked together as to what 
was best to do ;&the sergeant 
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aforesaid spakeilords.said be, 
meseemetbXam more at home 
in the Black Valley than ye be; 
heed ye not wherefore* J^ow 
so it is that if we tarry here till 
night come we wot not what 
of evil may betide us, or at the 
least we do nought* Or if we 
turn back & go southward out 
of the dale we shall be safe in¬ 
deed; but safe should we have 
been at your bouse, lords, and 
should have done no less.But 
now X shall tell you that, if ye 
will, lords,Xshall guide you to 
a pass that goeth out of the 
head of the dale to our right 
hands, & so turneth the flank 
of the mountains, and com - 
etb out into the country which 
lietb about the Red F)old; and 
meseemetb it is thitherward 
that we must seek if we would 
bear any tidings of the lady;for 
there may we lay in ambush & 
beset the ways that lead up to 
the ftold, by which she must 
have been brought if she bath 
not been carried through the 
air. f)ow say ye, lords ? Sootb- 
ly there is peril therein; yet me/ 
seemetb peril no more than in 
our abiding another night in 
the Black Valley. 

■ HXD Hrtbur: (He beednot 
the peril if there be aught 
to be done;wherefore let 
us be stirring straightway jfi? 
Hnd so said they all. Cflbere- 
fore they gat to horse, & rode 
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up to the very head of the vat/ 
ley, and the weather was now 
calm and bright. 

fCTCtbe sergeant brought 
them to the passwbere- 
:of the stranger knight 
had spoken toBirdalone,which 
led into theRedKnight's coun/ 
try, and witboutmoreado they 
entered it when it was now a- 
bout three hours after noon. 
But the way was both steep & 
rough, so that they bad much 
toil, and went not very far ere 
night fell upon them, and the 
moon was not yet up. So when 
they bad stum bled on another 
two hours,& their horses were 
much spent and they them¬ 
selves not a little weary, they 
laid them down to sleep, after 
they bad eaten such meat as 
they bad with them, in a place 
where was a little grass for the 
horses to bite; for all the road 
hitherto bad been mere grim 
stones and big rocks, walled 
on either side by stony screes, 
above which rose steep & beet/ 
ling cra gs. 

the dawn they arose 
Hil a ? a,n > 311 d made no ado 
till they were in the sad¬ 
dle, and rode till they came to 
the crestofthe pass, and came 
out thence after a while on to 
the swelling flank of a huge 
mountain (as it might be the 
side of the mountain of plin- 
limmon in CClales), which was 




( 

grassed and nought craggy, 
but utterly treeless. 

JOd CRe sergeant led 
I them somewhat athwart 
the said mountain till 
they began to go down, and 
saw below them a country of 
little hills much covered with 
wood, and in a while, and ere it 
wasnoon,theywereamongthe 
said woods, which were grown 
mostly with big trees, as oak 
here and beech there, and the 
going was good for them. 
Chapter XV. Of the slaying of 
friend and f oe,4*,i$t 

O came they, three 
hours after noon, 
to where was a 
clearing in the 
| woodland, and a 

__long narrow plain 

some furlong over lay before 
them, with a river running a- 
long it, and the wood rose on 
the other side high and thick, 
so that the said plain looked 
even as a wide green highway 
leading from somewhence to 
somewhither* 

B C the edge hereof their 
way/leader, the sergeant, 
bade draw rein,and said: 
Lords, we are now in the lands 
of the Red Hold, and therein 
is mickle periland dread to any 
save stout hearts as ye be; but 
meseems we are so steaded, 
thatwhatever may com e out of 
the Black Valley of the Grey- 
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wethers to the Red Rold, ye 
now may scarce miss. Yonder 
along this plain to the north 
lies the way to the said Rold, 
and any man coming from the 
head of the valley is sure to 
come by the way we have come, 
& will pass us not many yards 
at the worst from where we 
now be. On the other hand, if 
any come to the Rold from 
the mouth of the Black Val¬ 
ley, then along this green road 
must they needs pass under 
your very ey es.Lastly ,if we do 
what we are come to do, to wit, 
to deliver the lady from the 
Red Knight, then, the deed 
done, we have to take tbegreen 
road sou th ward, an dride it for 
a league & then turn east, and 
wesball have our beads turned 
toward the Castleof the Quest, 
and shall speedily fall in with 
Sir Hymeris and our men who 
be guarding the out/gates of 
the Red Knight's country to¬ 
ward our bouse.So now, by my 
rede,ye shall lay in covert here 
and abide a while what may be/ 
fall; if nought come hereby ere 
two hours be lacking of sun¬ 
set, then may we seek further. 
'RCV all y easaidtbis,& 
l gat off their horses, & 
y lay quiet on the grass, 
not even speaking save soft¬ 
ly. Hndwben they had abided 
thus scarce an hour's space, 
the squire, who was a man of 
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very fine ear, held up his hand 
as though to bid utter silence, 
an dall hearkened eagerly, pre¬ 
sen tly he said: Rear yenot?j$F 
SaidHrthur: JMeseemeth Ihear 
a faint tinkle as of a sheep/ 
bell^Said the squire: Xi8 the 
clashing of swords down the 
plain to the south,& meseem/ 
eth ’tis but of two: ride we 
thither? 

B SgRdOHF) Baudoin: J'fay, 
not by my rede; for if 
gsK we can bear them they 
can hear us; let us quietly edge 
along afoot somewhat nigber 
their way, ever keeping the co/ 
verof the wood betwixt us and 
the open plain. J^ow then to it; 
and let each man keep his wea¬ 
pons ready. 

IjVej'J so did they, and 
spread out in a tine as 
they went, in such wise 
that there was some six paces 
betwixt each man of them, and 
they went softly forward;Bau/ 
doin went first, Rugb second, 
then Hrtbur; then the squire 
and the sergeant last of all. 

■ OKI when they had gone 
but a quarter of an hour, 
the squire caught up 
with Hrtbur, and spake to him 
softly,&said: "Che voice of the 
swords has been silent now a 
while, and X heard a voice cry¬ 
ing out e’en now, a woman’s 
voice. Hnd now again X could 
well/nigh deem that X hear 
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borse/boofs. 

jUf&RCRtlRnodded to him, 
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and they went but a little 
further ere he said: JvO, 
lof’tis the time of the eyes nowl 
fiere come folk J &Hnd there¬ 
withal they stayed them, for 
the wood turned somewhat 
here, so as to bide all but a lit¬ 
tle of the plain, and round the 
wood neb thenew/comers hove 
in sight, & were close on them 
at once, so that they might see 
them clearly, to wit, a knight 
weapon ed, clad all in red, a very 
big man, riding on a great bay 
horse, and behind him a wo¬ 
man going afoot in very pite¬ 
ous plight; for she was teth¬ 
ered to the horse’s crupper by 
a thong that bound berwrists 
together, so that she bad but 
just room left ’twixt her and 
the horse tbatsbemigbt walk, 
and round about her neck was 
hungaman’s headnewly hewn 
off. 

ifiXS sight they all saw at 
once, and were out of the 
wood in a trice with wea¬ 
pons aloft, for they knew both 
the man and the woman, that 
they were the Red Knight and 
Birdalone. 

■ O swift and sudden bad 
they been, that be bad 
no time either to spur or 
even to draw bis sword; but 
be bad a heavy steel axe in bis 
hand as the first man came up 








tobim, which was the tallBau/ 
dotn; and therewith he smote 
down on Baudoin so fierce and 
hugea stroke,that cameon him 
betwixt neck & shoulder, that 
all gave way before it, and the 
Golden Knight fe U to earth all 
carven & stark dead: but even 
therewith fell F>ugb,tbe squire, 
and the sergeant on the Red 
Knight: for Hrtbur had run to 
Birdalone & sheared her loose 
from her tether, 'Che sergeant 
smote him on the right arm 
withamaul, so that theaxe fell 
to the ground: the squire's 
sword came on the side of his 
head,&,as itwas cast bach be¬ 
neath the stroke, Rugh thrust 
his sword through the throat 
of him, and down be fell unto 
the earth and was dead in less 
than a minute, 

RGN gathered the otfv 
ers round about Bau¬ 
doin, and saw at once 
that be was dead,* & Birdalone 
came thrusting through the 
press of them, and kn elt down 
beside him, and when she saw 
her friend so piteously dight, 
she wept and wailed over him 
as one whomigbtnot be com¬ 
forted: and fiugb stood over 
her and let bis tears fall down 
upon thedeadman; and withal 
the squire & the sergeant did 
not refrain their lamentations, 
for sore beloved was Sir Bau- 
doin the Golden Knight, 



H tlC Hrtbur spake dry- part V. Che 
eyed, though there was Cale of the 
grief in his countenance. Quest’s 
and be said: fellows, & thou, ending 
lady, let us lam en tafterwards, 
but now is time for us to get 
us gone hence as speedily as 
may be,"Vet X will ask,doth any 
know whose is this bead that 
the slain tyrant here bad bung 
about the lady's neck ? JvXay the 
fiends curse him therefor! 

B HXD the sergeant:Yea, 
lords, that wot X; this 
is the bead of the Red 
Knight's captain & bead man, 

Sir Cbomas of BstclifFe: one 
of the hardiest of knights he 
was while he was alive, as ye 
surely wot, lords: neither, as X 
have beard say, was he as cruel 
a tyrant as bis lord that lietb 
there ready for the ravens, 

■ OSIbadBirdalonearisen 
and was standing facing 
Hrtbur; berface was pale 
and full of anguish, and she 
was dabbled with blood from 
the dead man's neck; but there 
was nought of shame in her 
face as she stood there and 
spoke: O my living friends, 
who have but now saved me, 
ye and my dead friends, from 
what shame and death X know 
not, the tale of this woful bap 
is over long to tell if there be 
peril at hand, andXscarcealive 
from dread and sorrow; but 
shortly thus it is: Chis man, 
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whose head berelietb, entrap/ 
ped me as X foolishly wander¬ 
ed in the Black Valley, and af¬ 
terwards delivered me, & was 
leading me to your castle, my 
friends, when this other one, 
bis master, the tyrant of the 
Red Rold, came upon him, and 
fell upon him and slew him as 
a traitor, an d digbted m e as ye 
saw* Hnd, woe's mef X am the 
fool whose folly has slain your 
friend and mine, therefore X 
am not worthy of your fellow- 
ship,andye shall castme forth 
of it; or to slay me were better. 
30 she spake, gazing ear¬ 
nestly on Hrthur; and so 
; troubled & grieved, that 
she might well have died but 
for her woodland breeding, & 
the toil of the days she bad 
won through in the Rouse un¬ 
der the «lood, 

1 CTC Rugb spake gently 
I to her & said: Keep up 

_I thinebeartyet,maiden; 

for the band of fate it is that 
led thee,andnonedoetb griev¬ 
ously amiss but if be mean 
wrong/doing in bis heart; and 
we know thee for true; and 
thou hast been our helper, and 
brought our lovelings unto us 
to make us happy. 

B CIC she brake out weep¬ 
ing afresh, and said: O 
no, not it is but woe and 
wearinessXhave brought unto 
my friends; and tomyself woe 
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and weariness yet more. 
oplS&ffX) she looked piteous- 




, ly into Hrtbur's face, & 
hard & stern it seemed 
un to her; and she writhed and 
wrung her hands for anguish. 
But be spake and said: Cbis 
will we look into when we be 
safe behind our walls, and see 
what she hath done amiss and 
what not amiss. But now is 
there but one thing to do, and 
that is to get us speedily on our 
way to the Castle of the Quest, 
and bind our fellow's body on 
his horse that bealso may ride 
with us, and the lady shall ride 
the horse of tbeaccursed thief 
^Cben they turned to go to/ 
ward their horses; but there¬ 
with Birdalone smote her foot 
against the slain knight's head, 
and shrank aback from it, and 
pointed down toward it and 
spake no word; & Rugb said: 
friends, the lady is right, this 
at leastwe willcoverwith earth. 
Do ye go fetch hither our bor/ 
ses,sincewebeon the road, & I 
will do here what need is mean/ 
while. 

SO they went on that er- 
ran d, and then Rugb and 
Birdalone between them 
dug a hole with the swords & 
laid the bead of the captain of 
the Red Knight therein. Hnd 
forsooth, somewhat would 
Birdalone have wept for him 
had she had a tear to spare. 









B fiSJ'ftbey fell to Abound 
the dead Baudoin on the 
Red Knight's mighty 
bay steed, so that no time 
might be wasted; & when that 
was done, and the others had 
not come bach with their hor¬ 
ses, fiugh tooh Birdalone's 
hand and led her down to the 
stream and washed the gore 
off her bosom, & she washed 
her face and her hands and let ( 
him lead her bach again in such 
wisethatnowshecouldhearh/ 
en to the words of comfort he 
spahetoher,and piteous hind 
he seemed unto her; so thatat 
tastsbe plucked up heart, and 
ashed him bowViridis didj^ 
Quoth be: Chey be all safe at' 
home in the castle, and Virtdis 
is well & lovetb thee well. Hnd 
Hurea was well, woe worth the 
while for hernowl Hs forHtra, 
she has not been so glad as the 
other twain, X wot not where¬ 
fore. 

j&VBJ'* as he spahewere 
’ theothers come up with 
the horses, andHrtbur 
nodded yeasay when he saw 
what had been done witbSau/ 
doin dead; and so they gat to 
horse, & Birdalone it was that 
rode Baudoin's steed. 'Chen 
they went their ways,crossing 
the river into the wood; & the 
sergeant was ever way/leader, 
but the squire led the horse 
which bore the sorrowful bur/ 



den of the dead Knight of the part V. Che 
Quest. Caleofthe 

Chapter V. Chey come Borne Quest’s 
to the Castle of the Quests Bnding 
" \Om CBBT bad 

gone but some 
three hours, rid- 
in g dreary <& n i gh 
speechless all of 
them,ere they be* 


■ 1 1 ’ / ’ " * r / ' 

gan toknowtbe land they were 
in, and that they were coming 
to the place where they might 
look presently to fall in with 
SirHymeris and his company; 
and even so the meeting betid, 
that they saw men standing & 
going about their horses be- 
sidea little wood,& knew them 
presently for their folk, who 
mounted at once and spurred 
forward to meet them, spears 
aloft. Speedily then was the 
joy of thoseabiders turned in/ 
to sorrow, nor may the grief 
of SirHymeris be told,so great 
it was; and Birdalone looked 
on and saw the mourningand 
lamentation of the warriors, 
and eked was her anguish of 
mind; and she beheld Hrtbur 
the Black Squire, bow be sat 
stillupon bis horse with a bard 
and dreary countenance, and 
looked on those mourners al- 
mostas if be contemned them. 
But Sir Hymeris came up to 
Birdalone, & knelt before her 
and kissed her hand, and said: 
Xf my heart might rejoice in 
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aught, as some day it will, it 
would rejoicein seeing thee safe 
and sound, lady; here at least 
is gain to set beside the loss. 
[Y)& thanked him, but 
looked askance toward 
Hrtbur, who said: If 
that be gain, yet is tberemore, 
for theRedKnightlieth in the 
green plain for a supper to the 
wolf and the crow. Vengeance 
there hath been, & belike more 
yet may come. But now, if ye 
have lamented as much as ye 
deem befittetb warriors. Ictus 
tarry here no longer; for even 
yet m eseem eth shall we be saf/ 
er behind walls, now that our 
chief and captain is slain, 1 
scarce know in what quarrel. 

■ OJN’G naysaid it, so they 
all rode forth together, 
and the sergeant and the 
squire & Sir Bugb toldof their 
tale what they might to SirHy/ 
mens and the others; but Hr/ 
tbur held bis peace, and rode 
aloof from Birdalon e,whereas 
SirHymerisandBughrodeon 
either side of her, and did not 
spare to comfort her what they 
might. 

■ Bey rode straight on, & 
made no stay for night¬ 
fall, and thus came home 
to the Castle of the Quest be/ 
fore the day was full; & woful 
was their entry as they went in 
the dawn underneath the gate 
of the said castle, & soon was 



the whole house astir and la¬ 
menting. 

S for Birdalon e, when 
she got down from her 
horse in the gateway, 
and was stiff & weary of body, 
and all dazed and confused of 
mind, there was but little life 
in her; nor could she so much 
as think of the new day & Hu/ 
rea’s awakening, but crept up 
unto berown chamber, so long 
as it seemed since she had left 
it, though it was but a little 
while;and she cast herself up/ 
on the bed and fell asleep wbe/ 
tber she would or not, and so 
f orgat her much sorrow & her 
little hope. 

Chapter VI. Of the Calk be¬ 
twixt Birdalone and Viridis & 
jjBCpf she woke 
again, she had 
slept the night 
away, & it was 
broad day, and 
for a moment 


she lay wondering what was 
the burden upon her; but pre¬ 
sently she called it all to mind, 
and deemed it were wellmight 
she forget it all again. Hnon 
she became aware of someone 
moving about the chamber, & 
she looked about unhappily; 
and lot a woman, fair & dainty, 
clad all in green, & it was Viri¬ 
dis that bad come there. But 
when she saw Birdalone stir¬ 
ring, she came up to ber&kiss/ 






















ed her sweetly and kindly, and 
wept over her, so that Birda- 
lone might nowise refrain her 
tears J? But when she might 
cease weeping, she said to Vi- 
ridis: 'Cell me, art thou weep¬ 
ing for thy friend who is lost, 
and who shall be thy friend no 
more; or thy friend whom thou 
hast found? Said Viridis: 
forsooth Xbave wept for Bau/ 
doin plenteously, & he is wor/ 
thy of it,fbr he was valiant and 
tru e & hindjgFSaid Birdalone: 
Crue is that; but X meant not 
my question so; but rather X 
would ask thee if thou weep- 
est because thine heart must 
needs castme away; or because 
thou hast found me again ?j^ 
Quoth Viridi3:01boso may be 
dead, or whoso alive, but if it 
were Rugb,my loveling,Xwere 
rejoiced beyondmeasure tofind 
thee, my friend jS? Hnd again 
she kissed her as one who was 
gladandkind.Butfornewrest 
of soul and for joy, Birdalone 
fell a/weepin g afresh. 
i|jjjj&0HXff she spake: Hnd 
leuil? mind have the oth/ 
t ers about me? for thou 
art but one,though the dearest, 
save....Hnd would they pun¬ 
ish me for my fault and folly 
that has slain the best man in 
the world? Xf the punishment 
be short of putting me forth 
of their fellowship,! were fain 
thereof. 



jjXRXDXS laughed; for/ 
sooth, she said, they 
have much to punish 
th ee for 1 whereas it was by thy 
doingand thy valiance that we 
all came together again and the 
Quest was accomplished J& 
]Nay, but tell me, said Birda¬ 
lone, what do they say of me, 
each one of them? 
jp^S^XRXDXS reddened; she 
rffiSWI said: fjugb,my mate, 
saith all good of thee; 
though no one of carl/folk may 
be sorrier of the loss of bis f zb 
low.Hurea lay etb not the death 
of her man upon thee; and she 
saith: Cdben the fountain of 
tears is dried up in me,Xwill see 
her and comfort her, assheme. 
Htra saith: she saith but little, 
yet she saith: So is it fated. X 
had done belike no better, but 
worse than she. 

jOd turned Birdalone 
; red & then pale again, 
and she said, but in a 
quaveringvoice:HndtheBlack 
Squire, Hrtbur,wbat sayetb 
he Said Viridis: Re sayeth 

nought of thee, but that be 
would bear all the tale of what 
befell thee in the Black Valley. 
J$F Sweet friend, said Birda¬ 
lone, X pray thee of thy kind¬ 
ness and sweetness that thou 
go unto him presently & bring 
him in hither, & then X will tell 
him all; and he and thou and X 
together. 
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JIRXDXS saidiTZbere is 
this to be said, that 
when a man lovetb a 
woman be covetetb her, to have 
her all wholly to himself, and 
bard and evil be growetb for 
the time that be misdoubtetb 
ber whom be lovetb. Hndlwill 
tell tbee that this man is jeal¬ 
ous lest tbou wert never so lit/ 
tie kind to the slain stranger 
knight whose bead the tyrant 
bungabouttbee.furtbermore, 
1 fear there is no help for it that 
tbou wilt undo the happiness 
of one of us, that is Htra; yet 
were it better that that befell 
later than sooner. Hnd if Sir 
Hrtbur come in here to tbee, & 
bath tby tale with none beside 
save me, meseems tbe poor 
Htra will feel a bitter smart be/ 
cause of it. <Here it not better 
that we all meet presently In 
tbe solar, and that there tbou 
tell tby tale to us all ?<& tbereaf/ 
ter shall we tell tbe tale of our 
deliveran ce & our com ing bitb/ 
er. Hnd thus doing,it willseem 
less like to tbe breaking up of 
our fellowship. 

8 HXD Birdalone :It will be 
bard for me to tellmy tale 
beforeHtra&before him. 
JMigbt i t not b e that tbou beark/ 
en toitbereandnow,&tellitto 
tbe others hereafter? j0 JVay, 
nay,said Viridis,Xam nota pro/ 
per minstrel to take tbe word 
out of tby mouth. JSever shall 
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X be able to tell it so that they 
shall trow it as if they bad seen 
it all. Besides,when all is told, 
then shall we be more bound 
together again. X pray tbee, & 
X pray tbee, sweet, do so much 
for me as to tell tby tale to tbe 
fellowship of us. Hnd if it be 
bard to tbee,look upon it as my 
share of tbe punishment which 
is due to tbee for falling into 
that mishap. 

■ JVIXLeO Birdalone rue/ 
fully, and said: So be 
it; & may tbe share of 
the others be as light as thin e, 
sister.YctsootblywereX liefer 
that my body&my skin should 
pay tbe forfeit.But now, since 
Xmustneeds do this, tbe soon/ 
er is tb e better meseemeth. 
KSwSOTST a tittle half hour, said 
cfcacAj Viridis,willX bring wbat 
asSfl is left of our fellowship 
into tbe solar to hearken tbee* 
So come tbou there unto us 
when tbou art clad, Hnd bear 
tbou t be not too meek & bum/ 
ble, and bow thyself to us in 
fear of our sorrow* for whereas 
tbou didst speak of our pun¬ 
ishing tbee, there will be one 
there whom tbou mayst easily 
punish to tby pleasure; for¬ 
sooth, friend, X rue that so it 
is; but since it will not better 
be,wbat mayXdo but wish tbee 
happy and him also. 






H^fieReratCfi she turn- 
cc * anc * wcnt out the 
t^ysl chamber, and Birdalone, 
left to herself, felt a secret joy 
In her soul that she might not 
master, despite the sorrow of 
her friends, whatever it might 
f be. 

Chapter VXX. Birdalone tell- 
eth the tale of her wandering 
up the Valley of the Greywe- 
! thers 

\Om Viridis did 
las she said,and 
brought them all 
into the solar; 

| there was none 
lackingsaveBau/ 
dotn,and they sat silently in a 
half ring, till the door opened 
| and Birdalon e came in to them, 
clad all simply in but a blach 
k coat; and she made obeisance 
to them, & stood therewith her 
k head bent down as if they were 
her judges,fbr so in sooth she 
deemed tbem.Cben Hugh bade 
her sit down amongst them; 
but she said: ]STay,X will not sit 
amongstyou tillye have heard 
my story, and ye have told me 
that X am yet of your fellow¬ 
ships J'fone said aught; Htra 
looked straight before her, & 
her eyes met not Birdalone’s 
eyes; Hrtbur looked down on 
the ground; but Hugh and Vi¬ 
ridis looked kindly on Birda¬ 
lone, and to Viridis' eyes the 
tears were come, 
m 



ffiejS' spake Birdalone 
, and said: X am here as 
one that hath done a- 
miss; butXwill tellyou,so that 
ye may not think worse of me 
than ye should, that when ye 
were gone,ye champions, and 
the time wore long thatyecame 
not again, it lay heavy on my 
heart, and hope waned & fear 
waxed,and my soul so grieved 
my body thatX thought to fall 
sick thereof,and!knew that it 
would be ill for you to come 
home hitherfifindmesick; so 
that!longed sore to do some/ 
what which should make me 
wboleagain.Cben weird would 
that X should hear all the tale 
of theBlack Valley of the Grey/ 
wethers, and of bow therein is 
whiles granted fulfilment of 
desire; fimetbought bow well 
it were if X might seek the ad¬ 
venture there & accomplish it. 
Cbereof, doubtless, bath the 
chaplain, Sir Leonard, told you; 
but this furthermore would X 
say, that bis doing herein was 
nought; all was done by my 
doing and by my bidding, and 
be might not choose but do it. 
therefore X do pray you all 
earnestly thatye keepnogrudge 
against him, but pardon him 
all.Cellme,tben,willyedo thus 
much? 

[HXD fiugb: Let him 
be pardoned, if be can 
1 take pardon j^Butflr- 
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thur spake not, and Birdatone 
looked on him anxiously, and 
her face was moved, and it was 
with her throat as if she had 
swallowed something down. 
'Chen she spake again, and felt 
to tell them all that had betid 
to her when she went to the 
Black Valley, even as is berea- 
fore writ, hiding nought that 
had been done and said; and 
freely she told it, without fear 
or shame, and with such clear/ 
ness and sweetness of words 
that no one of them doubted 
her aught; & Hrtbur lifted up 
his head,and once & again his 
eyes met hers, and there was 
nought of hardness in them, 
though they turned away at 
once* 

■ O at last fell Birdalon e to 
telling what betid after 
they two, the stranger- 
knight and she, left the valley 
of the force and fell to riding 
the wild/wood with their heads 
turned toward the Castle of the 


Quest; and she said: 

RC^f we turned into 
the wood away from 
the said valley it lack/ 
ed some four hours of noon; & 
we rode till noon was,& rested 
by a stream/side and ate, for 
weknewnocausewhereforewe 
should hasten overmuch; but 
my fellow the strange knight 
was downcast and heavy, and 
some might have called him 
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sullen. But X strove to make 
him of better cheer, and spake 
to him kindly, as to one who of 
an enemy had become a friend; 
but be answered me: Jvady, it 
availeth not;! grieve tbatXam 
no better company than thou 
seest me,and i have striven to 
be merrier; but apart from all 
that X wot and that thou wot/ 
test which should make me of 
evil cheer, there is now a weight 
upon my heart which X cannot 
lift, such as never have X felt 
erst. So by thy leave we will to 
horse at once, that we may the 
speedier come to the Castle of 
the Quest & Sir Hymens’ pri¬ 
son. 

H OXarose, but smiled on 
him and said: Rold up 
thine heart, friend! for 
thee shall be no prison at the 
Castle of the Quest, but the 
fair welcome of friends Jf Re 
said nought, and mended not 
his cheer; and in this plight we 
gat to horse & rode on for some 
three hours more, till we came 
out of the thick forest into a 
long clearing, which went like 
a wide highway of greensward 
between the thicket,& it seem/ 
ed as if the hand of man had 
cleared that said green road. 
Chereto we bad come, follow- 
inga little riverwbicb came out 
on to the clearing with us, and 
then, turning, ran wetl/nigh a- 
midst it toward the north. 



■ 001 when we were come 
thither,and were betwixt 
the thicket and the wa¬ 
ter’s edge, we drew rein, and it 
seemed to me as fairastead as 
might be in the woodland, and 
X looked thereon well pleased 
& with a happy heart* But the 
knight said: tady, art thou not 
exceeding weary ? J'Tay, said 
I,not in any wise jS?Said he: Xt 
is strange then, for so weary 
amX,thatXmust in any caseget 
off my horse & lay me down on 
the grass here, or X shall drop 
from the saddle*Hnd therewith 
be lighted down and stood by 
me a little,as tobelpmeoffmy 
horse; buttsaid to him: Knight, 
X pray thee,even if ye be weary, 
to struggle fbrward a little, lest 
we be in peril here Xn peril? 

quoth be; yea,that might be if 
the Red Knight knew of our 
whereabouts; but bow should 
that be ?jtfFfte spoke this hea¬ 
vily, as one scarce awake; and 
then he said: X pray thee par¬ 
don me, lady, but for nought 
may X bold my bead up; suffer 
me to sleep but a little, & then 
willXarise & lead thee straight 
to thy journey’s end^Cbere/ 
withal be laid him down on the 
grass & was presently asleep, 
&Xsat down by him all dismay/ 
ed. Ht first, indeed,! doubted 
some treachery in him, for bow 
might X trust him wholly af¬ 
ter all that bad comeand gon e ? 
n2 


but when X saw that there was 
no feigning in his sleep, X set 
that doubt aside, & knew not 
what to make of it* 

HCtS passedan hour,and 
from time to timeXsbook 
him and strove to waken 
him, but it was all in vain; so X 
knew none other rede than to 
abide bis awakening; forXknew 
not the way to take toward this 
castle; and, moreover, though 
be were a knight, & armed,yet 
might it be perilous for him if 
be were lef ttherealoneandun/ 
guarded; so X abode* 

CTC now came new tid- 
ings.JMetbougbtXbeard 
the sound of the tinkling 
of weapons and armour; the 
green highway so turned that 
a wood neb about an hundred 
yards to the north hid it from 
my sight, so thataman might 
have drawn somewhat near to 
us without being seen, came 
be on the hither side of the ri¬ 
ver* So X stood up hastily, and 
strungmy bow,& took asbaf t 
in my fingers,^ no sooner was 
it done than there came a ri¬ 
der round about the aforesaid 
wood neb. Be was all/armed & 
bad a red surcoat, and rode a 
greatsbimngbayborse.Xkept 
my eye upon him wbileXstirred 
the sleeping knight with my 
foot, and cried to him to wake, 
but he scarce moved, and but 
uttered words without sense. 
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■ OCCI the new/comer drew 
rein for a moment when 
besawus,andtbenmov/ 
ed on a little toward me, but! 
nocked a shaft and pointed it 
at him, and cried out to him to 
stay, Chen X heard a great rat¬ 
tling laugh come from him, & 
besbouted:^ay, do thou stay, 
fair wood/wife, and X will risk 
thy shafts to comeat thee.But 
why doth not the sluggard at 
thy feet rise up and stand be¬ 
fore me, if be be thy loveling ? 
Or is be dead ?j^Bis voice was 
harsh and big, & X feared him 
sore; and it was as much be¬ 
cause of fear as of hardihood, 
that X drew & loosed straight/ 
way; and doubtless it was be¬ 
cause of fear that X saw my 
shaft fly an inch or so over bis 
right shoulder.Xbeard bisrat/ 
tling laugh again,and saw him 
bend forward as be spurred; 
X knew that time lacked for 
drawing another shaft, so X 
caught up my skirts and ran 
all X might; but swift/foot as 
X be, it availed me nought, for 
X was cumbered with my gown, 
and moreover!was confused 
with not knowing whither to 
run, since! wotted that in the 
water the horse would do bet¬ 
ter than X. 

O be was up with me in a 
twinkling, and reached 
out bis hand and caught 
bold of me by the hair, & tug- 
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gedmetohimashereinedback 
bis horse. “Chen be laughed a- 
gain and said: forsooth she 
will look betterwben she is no 
longer reddened & roughened 
with fleeing; &, by Redpeterf 
what limbs she batbj^Cben 
be let me loose and got offbis 
horse, and shoved me on be¬ 
fore him till we came to where 
the Black One lay stillsleeping 
heavily. “Chen the Red Knight 
stood over againstme,& look/ 
ed bard in tomy face; an dXsaw 
how huge aman he was, & how 
a lock of bright red hair came 
out from under bis saltet. Bis 
eyes were green & fierce under¬ 
neath shaggy red eyebrows; 
terrible he was to look on. 

■ O0I bespakeflercelyand 
roughly, & as though be 
had something against 
me:Cellme, thou, who thou art 
and who this is ?jfi?X answered 
nought,for fear bad frozen my 
speech. Be stamped bis foot 
on the groundandcried: Babt 
art thou gone dumb? Speakf 
thou wert bestl^X said, all 
quaking: JWy name is Birda- 
lone;X belong to no one; X have 
no kindred: as for this man, X 
knownot his nam zj0 Be said: 
Comest thou from the Cas¬ 
tle of the Quest? Hrt thou the 
whore of those lily/and/rose 
champions there ?J^JMy heart 
was hot with anger in spite of 
my dread, but X spake: X came 




from the Castle of the Quest. 
jtfFfie said: Hnd this man 
(therewith he turned about & 
spurned him in the side).where 
didst thou happen upon him ? 
jfipFHgain X was silent, and he 
roared out at me: So thou wilt 
not answerl Beware, or X may 
see bow to compel the speech 
of thee. T^ow answer me this: 
(Has it in tbeBlackValley of the 
Grey wethers that ye two came 
together ?j^Hgatn X knew not 
bow to answer, lest X might 
do a wrong to him who bad 
repented him of the wrong 
be bad done me. But the Red 
Knight burst out a/laughing 
and said: Xt shall be remem¬ 
bered against thee, first, that 
thou didst let fly a shaft at 
me; second, that thou didst 
run from me; and thirdly, that 
thou hast been slack in answers 
mg my questions. But all this 
scathes me nought; first, be¬ 
cause thy shaft missed me; 
second, because thy legs failed 
thee (though they were fair to 
look on, running) ;& third, be¬ 
cause all thou canst tell me X 
know without thine answer¬ 
ing. JSfow thee will X tell that 
this is friday.and that ye two 
first met in the Black Valley on 
Cuesday; now X will ask this 
lastquestion.andtboumayst 
answer it or not as thou wilt; 
for presently Xshall wake this 
brisk and stirring knight, and 
n3 


X deem that be will tell me 
the truth of this if of nought 
else.'Cettm e.thou whore of the 
Questing Champions, where 
and how many times thou bast 
lain in this good knight's arms 
since last Cuesday? No¬ 
where &never,quotbXjs?Cbou 
Hest, X doubt m e, said the Red 
Knight; howsoever, let us see 
what this doughty one willsay. 
fiabl thou deem est be shall be 
bard to wake up, dost thou 
not?dell, X shall see to that. 
Re who givetb sleep may take 
it away again. 

B neRedXCR be went 
up to the Black One and 
stooped adown over bis 
head, and spake some words 
over him, but so softly that 
X heard not their import; and 
straightway the sleeper rose 
up so suddenly that he well- 
nigh smote against the Red 
Knight. Re stood awhile stag/ 
gering, & blinking at the oth¬ 
er one, but somehow got his 
sword drawn forth, & the Red 
Knight hindered him nought 
therein, but spake anon when 
the other was come to himself 
som ewbat ^he sele of the day 
to thee. Sir Cbomas, Crue 
Cbomasf fair is thy bed, and 
most fair thy bedfellow. 

B R 6 Black Knight drew 
aback from him and was 
now come awake, where¬ 
fore be stood on his guard, bu t 
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said nought. Chen said the 
Red Knight: Sir Cbomas, X 
have been ashing this fair lady 
a question, but her memory 
faileth her, & she may not an¬ 
swer it; perchance thou mayst 
do better. Cell me where and 
howmany times hast thou bed/ 
ded her betwixt last Cuesday 
and this ? jj?]^owhere & never, 
cried Sir Chomas,hnitting bis 
brows & handling bis sword. 
^F>ab, said the Red Knight, 
an echo of her speech is this. 
Co, the tale ye have made up 
betwixt you. But at least, hav¬ 
ing done mine errand, though 
meseemeth somewhat leisure/ 
ly,& bavinggotten the woman 
for me, thou art now bringing 
her on to the Red Rold, what¬ 
ever thou bast done with her 
on the road ?jfi?X am not, said 
my fellow, X am leading her 
away from the Red r>old JP 
pity of thee, quoth the other, 
that thou bast fallen in with 
me, & thou but balf/armed^ 
Hndberaisedalof t bis sword; 
but presently sank it again, & 
let the point rest on the earth. 

be spoke again, 
not mockingly as erst: 
H word before we end 
it, Cbomas: thou bast hither¬ 
to done well by me,as X by thee. 
X say thou bast gotten this 
woman, and I doubt not that 
at first thou hadst the mind to 
bring her to me unminisbed; 
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but then thou wert overcome 
by her beauty, as forsooth X 
know thee woman/mad,&thou 
hadst meant to keep her for thy¬ 
self, as forsooth X marvel not. 
But in thy love/making thou 
bast not bethought thee that 
keep her to thyself thou mayst 
not while X am above ground, 
save thou bewray me, and join 
thee to my foemen and thine. 
Because!am such a man, that 
what X desire that will X have, 
for this reason, when X mis¬ 
doubted me of thee for thy 
much/tarrying,Xcast the sleep 
over thee, & have caught thee, 
for what wilt thou do ? Doubt 
it not, that if our swords m eet, 
X shall pay thee for trying to 
take my bed/tbrall from me 
by taking from thee no more 
than thy life. But now will X 
forgive tbeeall if thou wiltride 
home quietly with me and this 
damsel/errant to the Red Dold, 
and let her be mine & not thine 
so long asX will;& then after¬ 
wards, if thou wilt,she shall be 
tbineas longas thou wilt.JSow 
behold, both this chanced thy 
life is a mere gift of me to thee, 
for otherwise thou shalt have 
neither damsel nor life. 

yea, said my friend, 
, Xknow what thou would/ 
est: X have been no un¬ 
handy devil to thee this long 
while, and thou wouldst fain 
keep me still; but now X will be 





devil no longer, on this earth 
at least, but will die & take my 
luck of It. Hnd do thou, God, 
see to the saving of this dam¬ 
sel, since thou hast taken the 
matterout of my hands, fare/ 
well, dear maiden f 

B CHRCe was the word 
out of hts mouth ere 
his sword was In the 
air, and he smote so fierce and 
straight that he beat down the 
huge man's blade, and, ere be 
could master It again, smote 
the Red Knight so heavily on 
the crest that he fell to his 
knees; & the heart rose In me, 
fori deem ed that bemlght yet 
prevail; and In as 'twereaflasb 
Xbetbougbtmeof the knife at 
my glrdlestead, & drew It and 
ran to the Red Knight, & tore 
aside bis mall hood with one 
handand thrust the knife Into 
his shoulder with the other; 
but so mighty was be that he 
heeded nought the hurt, but 
swept bis sword back/handed 
at the Black Knight's unarm ed 
leg, and smote him so sore a 
wound that down be fell clat¬ 
tering. "Chen arose the Red 
Knight,& thrust me from him 
with the left hand, and strode 
over my fellow/farer & thrust 
hts sword through bis throat. 
Chen be turned tom e,&spake 
In a braying voice as If a harsh 
horn were blown: Hblde thou; 
if thou takest one step X will 
«4 


slay thee at oncej^f So be wen t part V. Che 
and sat down on a bank a little Cale of the 
way from the dead man, and Quest's 
wiped bis sword on the grass ending 
and laid It beside him, and so 
sat pondering a while. Cbere- 
af ter be called me to him, and 
bade me stand In face of him 
with my hands clasped before 
me.Cbenbespaketome:Cbou 
art my thrall and my having, 
since X had thus doomed It no 
few days ago; & thou art now 
tn my bands for me to do with 
asXwlll. JVow Instead of being 
meek and obedient to me thou 
hast rebelledagalnstme,shot 
an arrow at me, run from me, 
denied answer to my ques¬ 
tion s,&tbrusta knife In tome. 

Co be short, thou bast made 
thyself my foe. furthermore, 

It Is by thy doing that X have 
lost a right good servant and 
a trusty fellow, and one that X 
loved; It Is thou that hast slain 
him. J^ow haveX been ponder¬ 
ing what X shall do with thee. 
j0X said: Xf X have deserved 
the death, then make an end& 
slay me presently; but bring 
me not to thine bouse,! pray 
thee. X pray by the mother that 
bore thee t 

B gaaOCfi he: fiold thy 
(a peace, It Is not what 
& thou deservest that X 
am looking to, but what shall 
pleasure me. |4ow hearken; X 
say that thou bast made thee 
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my foe, &T have overcome thee; 
thou art my runaway thrall, & 
X have caught thee. Hs my foeX 
might slay thee in any evil way 
it might like me; as my thrall 
X might well chastise thee as 
sharply&as bitterly asXwould. 
But it is not my pleasure to 
slay thee, rather X will bring 
thee to the Red Rold, & there 
see what we may make of thee; 
whereasXcannot but deem that 
in thee is themaking of some/ 
whatmore than a thrall; and if 
not, then a thrall must thou 
needs be. Hgainastotbecbas/ 
Using of thee, that also X for¬ 
give thee since X have gotten 
the hope aforesaid. 'Yet for¬ 
sooth some shame mustX do 
thee to pay thee back for the 
love that was betwixt thee and 
the slain man. X will ponder 
what it shall be; but take heed 
that whatsoever it shall be, it 
willnotavailtheetopraymeto 
forego it, though thy speech 
be as fair & sweet as thy body, 

B R6Re?HXCF) be was si¬ 
lent a while, and X stood 
therenot daring tomove, 
and my heart was sodowncast 
that all the sweetness of life 
seemed departed. Yet X with¬ 
held lamentations or prayers, 
thinking within myself, who 
knows what occasion may be 
between this & the Red I - )old for 
my escaping; let me keep my¬ 
self alive for that if it may be. 
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JResejTCLY he arose 
and took bis sword, & 
went up to the slain 
man’s body & smote the head 
from off it. TZben be went to 
the two horses of Sir’Cbomas 
and of me, & took from them 
such gear of girths & thongs 
as he would, and therewith be 
digbt me as ye saw, doing a 
girtbabout my middled mak¬ 
ing m e fast to a line wherewith 
to bold me in tow. Hnd then 
he did that other thing which 
sickens my very sou l to tellof, 
to wit, that he took the slain 
man’s bead & tied a lace there¬ 
to, and bung it about my neck; 
and as hedid so, be said: This 
jewel shalt thou thyself bear 
to mine house; & there belike 
shall we lay it in earth, since 
the man was my trusty fellow. 
Lo now, this is all the ill X shall 
do thee till it be tried of what 
avail thou art. 'Chis is a sham¬ 
ing to thee and not a torment, 
for X will ride a foot’s/pace, & 
the green way is both soft and 
smooth; wherefore fear not 
that X shall throw thee down 
or drag thee along. Hnd to¬ 
morrow thy shame shall be 
gone and we shall see what is 
to betide. 

^O, friends, this is the 
last word he spake ere 
he was slain, and the 
ending of my tale; for we bad 
gone thus but a little way ere 




ye brake outof the wood upon 
us; & then befell the death of 
one friend, & the doubt,may¬ 
be, of the others, and all the 
grief and sorrow that X shall 
never be quit of unless ye for¬ 
give me where X have done a- 
miss, and help mein the days 
to come^Hndsbe spreadout 
her hands before them, & bow/ 
ed her head, and the tears felt 
from her eyes on to the floor. 

a ^jSpRXOXS wept at Bird- 
|Ki] alone's weeping, and 
£23 Hureafor her own sor¬ 
row, which this other sorrow 
stirred. Htra wept not, but her 
face was sadder than weeping. 
jdC Hrthur spake and 
said: Rerein hath been 
the hand of Sleird, and 
hath been heavy on us; but no 
blame have we to lay on our 
sister Birdalone, nor hath she 
done light/mindedly by us; 
though maybe she erred in not 
trusting to the good/bap of 
the Quest to bring us back in 
due time; andall that she satth 
do we trowas if it were written 
in the holy Gospel jSf'Chey all 
yeasaid this, & called on her to 
come amongst them; but she 
thought of little at first save 
the joy of hearing the sweet¬ 
ness of those words as Hrthur 
spake them; wherefore she 
bung back alittle,andtbougbt 
shameof itthatsbemightnot 
give more heed to the others 



of them. “Chen came Viridis & 
took her by the hand and led 
h er to S i r R u gh, an d Birdalon e 
knelt down before him & took 
bis band to kiss it, but be put 
both hands about her face and 
kissed her kindly and merrily 
on the lips.'Chen she knelt be/ 
fore Hurea,and was hapless 
before her; but Hurea kissed 
her, and bade her be of better 
cheer, albeit the words came 
coldly from her mouth. J^fext 
she came to Hrthur, and knelt 
before him and took bis band 
and kissed it,and thanked him 
kindly for bis kind words,look/ 
ing into bis face meanwhile; & 
she saw that it was pale and 
troubled now, and she longed 
to be alone with him that she 
might ask him wherefore. 

JS for Htra, she arose as 
'Birdalone came before 
her, and cast her armsa/ 
bout hern eck,&wept and sob/ 
bed upon her bosom, and then 
went hurry in g from out the so/ 
lar and into the ball, & walked 
to and fro there a while until 
the passion that tore her was 
lulled somewhat, & she might 
show her face to them calm & 
fr ten dly once more. Hn d as she 
entered Hrthur was speaking, 
and he said; 

B O you, ladies, X tell what 
we of the castle wot bet¬ 
ter than well, that our dear 
friend hath escaped so heavy a 
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part V. Cbe fate in escaping the Red Bold, 
tale of the that it were unmeet for us to 
Quest’s murmur at our loss in our fel- 

€n ding lowjfora warrior's life,which Is 

ever In peril of death,Is nought 
over heavy a ransom for such a 
friend, and so dear and lovely, 
from such a long & evil death, 
Whereas ye must wot that the 
said Bold bath this long while 
been a very treasure/bouse of 
woes and a coffer of lamenta- 
tlonsjformercllesswastbety/ 
rant thereof, &merclless all his 
folk. JVowanother time, when 
ye are stronger In heart than 
now ye be,Xmay tell you tales 
thereof closer and more nicely 
of those who did his will; as of 
his Inn ermost band of m en/at/ 
arms, called the JWIllers; and of 
his fellow/worker In wizardry 
& venoms, called the Hpothe- 
cary; and the three hags, called 
the furies; & the three young 
women, called the Graces; & his 
hounds that love man's flesh; 
&the like tales,as evllasnight/ 
mares turned In to deeds of the 
day .Butnowand here wlllXsay 
this, that when we have done 
the obsequies of our dear fel¬ 
low, It were good that we fol¬ 
low up the battle so valiantly 
begun by him. X mean that the 
Quest of our ladles being now 
accomplished, we should turn 
what Is left of the fellowship 
Into a war against the Red Bold 
and Its evil things; and thatso 
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soon as the relics of Baudoln 
are laid In earth, we gather force 
& go thither In arms to live or 
die In the quarrel,& so sweeten 
the earth,as did the men of an/ 
clent days when they slew the 
dragons and the giants, & the 
children of bell, and the sons 
of Cain, 

JXS cheek flushed as be 
spoke, and he looked a/ 

I round till bis eyes fell 
on Blrdalone, & be saw that her 
face also glowed and her eyes 
gleamed; butVlrldls,her heart 
sank so that she paled,and her 
Ups trembled. 

B CIC Hurea spake & said: 
Xtbank thee for thy word. 
Black Squire,andX know 
that my man sballrejolcelnpa/ 
radlse when be knoweth of It, 
and thereof shall X tell him to/ 
morrow when the mass Is said 
for him, 

B T^O HCRH said: Good Is 
the word,& we look to It 
that the deed shall be bet/ 
teryet.'Cbus bath the evil arls/ 
en that shall destroy the evil,as 
oft bath been when the valiant 
have been grieved,& the joy of 
the true/bearted bath been stol/ 
en from them; then the band 
doth the doughty deed and the 
heart bath ease, and solaced Is 
sorrow, 

BGY looked on her and 
wondered,forsbespake 
with her head upraised 






and her eyes glittering, as she 
bad been one of the wise wo¬ 
men of yore agone* Hnd Bird- 
alone feared her, though she 
loved her. 

spake fiugb, 
mg and said :Brotber, this 
is well thought of in¬ 
deed, & X marvel tbatX did not 
preventtbeejandXam thine to 
live and die with thee. Hnd the 
adventure is nought unlikely; 
forifwe have losta captain they 
have lost their bead devil, and 
their bead little devil; moreo¬ 
ver, the goodmen of ©reenford 
shall join them to us, and that 
shall make us strong,whereas 
they bavemen enough, & those 
Stout ni en/at/arms; and artifi/ 
cers they have to make us en¬ 
gines, and do other wisdom; 
& therewithal money to buy or 
to wage what they will.QIbere/ 
for e,to my mind,we were best to 
make no tarrying, but send out 
the messengers for the host¬ 
ing straightway* 

B CRHXGRCOIHY, said 
the Black Squire; an diet 
us go now and find Sir 
Hymerisj^So they arose both 
and went their ways, and left 
the women there alone, & were 
gone a good while* 



ChapterVXXX. Htra and Bird- part V* Che 
alone talk together while the Cale of the 
JvOrds sitattbeMurder/coun# Quest's 
cil^f^pt ending 

eH]srcabiLeof 
tbeirabsence,Vi/ 
ridissatsadand 
tJflaTOU silent and down/ 

isS&Zn *yJ cast,though she 

EJ^ia&y|weptnot,forber 
gladness, which erst had been 
sogreat,seemednowreftfrom 
berjandnomerrierwasHurea, 
as might have been looked for* 
j^But Htra came quietly unto 
Birdalone, and said softly; X 
have a word for thee if thou wilt 
come forth with me into the 
ball^Birdalone’s heart failed 
her somewhat, but she suffer/ 
ed Htra to take her hand, and 
they went into the balltogetb/ 
er, andHtra brought her into a 
sbot/window,& they sat down 
together side by side and were 
silent awhile j0 Spake Htra 
then, trembling & reddening: 

Birdalone,knowest thou what 
tbougbt,wbat hope,was in my 
heart when Xspake so proudly 
and rashly e'en now? Bird¬ 
alone kept silence, and trem¬ 
bled as the other did Cbis 
it was, said Htra; be will go to 
this battle valiantly,bemay fall 
there, and that were better; for 
then is life to begin anew: and 
what is there to do with these 
dregs of life ? J9 Said Birda¬ 
lone, with flushed face:lf be die 











part V, Cbe he shall die goodly, & If he live 
Calc of the be shall live goodly^ Yea,yea, 
Ques t’s said Htra; forsooth thou art a 

ending happy woman f j& Dost thou 

bate me ?saidBirdalone^Said 
Htra:proud is thy word,butX 
bate thee not. |^ay, e'en now, 
wbenXspahe thus boastfully, 
X thought: Cflhen be hath died 
as a doughty hnigbt should, 
then, when life begins again, 
Birdalone & X shall be friends 
and sisters, & we two will talh 
together oft and call him to 
mind, & the hindness of him, 
& bow be loved us. Sloe's met 
that was when be was there sit/ 
ting beside me and X could see 
him and his hindness; & then 
it was as if X could give him a- 
way;butnowbeisgone&Xmay 
not see him, it is clear to me 
tbatXhavenopartor lot in him, 
andXcall bach my thoughtand 
my word, and now it is: O that 
be may live! O thou happy wo/ 
man, that shall be glad wbetb/ 
er he livetb or dietb 1 

H HXD Birdalone: Hnd 
now thou hatest me, 
dost thou not, and we 
are foes ?j^Htra answered not, 
nor spahe for a while; then she 
said: Rard and bitter is it, and 
X hnow not what to turn to. X 
have seen once & again, on the 
wall of the JMinorites' church at 
©reenford, a fair picture of the 
Blessed,& they walhing in the 
meads of paradise, clad in lihe 
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raim en t,m en and worn en; their 
heads flower/crowned,their feet 
nahedin the harmless blos~ 
somed grass; handin band they 
walh,with all wrath passed for 
ever,alldesire changedinto lov/ 
ing/ hindness,all the anguish of 
forgiveness forgotten.Hnd urn 
derneatb the picture is it writ: 

Bitter winter, burning sum- 
m er, never more shall waste 
and wear; 

Blossom of the rose undying 
brings undying springtide 
there. 


O for the hope of it,tbatXmigbt 
hope it 1 O for the days to be 
and the assuaging of sorrow: 
Xspeah the word,and the hope 
springetb; the word is spohen, 
and there abidetb desire bar- 
renofbopef^Hndsbe bowed 
down her head and wept bit¬ 
terly; and Birdalone called to 
mind her hindness of the past 
and wept for her, she also. 

B fCGR a while Htra lift¬ 
ed up her head, and thus 
she spahe: X bate thee 
not, Birdalone; nor doth one 
say such things to a foe*Yea, 
f urtbermore,X will crave some/ 
what of tbee.Xf ever there com e 
a time when thou mayst do 
something for me, thou wilt 
hnow it belihe without my tel/ 
ling tbee.Xn that day & in that 
hour X bid thee remember how 
we stood together erst at the 



stair/footof the Cttailtng'Cow/ 
cr in the Isle of Increase Un¬ 
sought, and thou naked and 
fearful and quaking, and what 
I did to thee that tide to com- 
fort thee and help & save thee* 
Hnd then when thou hast call/ 
ed it to mind, do thou for me 
what thou can st do*®CIilt thou 
promise this ?jtfTV r ea,yea, said 
Birdalone; andwithallthe bet / 
ter will, that oft and over again 
havel called ittomind.Cdhere/ 
fore I behight thee to let me 
serve thee if Imay whenso the 
occasion cometh, even if it be 
to mv own pain and grief; for | 
this I know thou meanest* 
SBG thou to this then, 
said Htra coldly; & thou 
shalt be the better for it 
in the long run belike: for thou 
art a happy woman* 

fRearose as she spake, 
&said: Ristt here come 
the lords from themur/ 
der/council; and lo, now that 
he cometh, my heart groweth 
evil toward thee again, & well/1 
nigh biddeth me wish thatthou ‘ 
wert naked & helpless before 
me again* ko my unhapf that 
he should mark my face that 
it shows as if Iwere fain to do 
theeamischief*Hndnoughtof' 
that wouldldo; for how should 
it avail m e, and thou my fellow 
and the faithful messenger of 
the Quest? 







Om IXCCLG of her 
last words did Birda¬ 
lone meet, as into the 
hall came RughandHrthur; & 
thoughshestrovetosoberher 
mind&tbink of hershe/friend 
and her unhappiness, yet she 
could not choose but to be full 
of joy in her inmost heart now 
she knew without doubt that 
she was sowell/beloved of her 
beloved: and she deemed that 
Htra was in the right indeed to 
call her a happy woman* 

H O now they all went in¬ 
to the solar together,and 
sat them down with the 
two others; & Rugb did them 
to wit, how they had ordered 
all the matter of the messen¬ 
gers who were to summon the 
knights and chiefs of there¬ 
abouts, and the aldermen of 
Green ford, to m eetat the Cas/ 
tie of theQuest,that they might 
set afoot the hosting to go a- 
gainst the Red Rold. 
^Chapter IX. Rugh tells the 
story of the Qu est's ending,^ 
RGJH'CRISwas 
said, and there 
had been silence 
a while, Birda¬ 
lone took up the 
word, and spake 
meekly&sweetly,saying:Dear 
friends, how it fared with you 
on the isle from the tim e of my 
leaving you,and how with you, 
true knights,from thetime of 
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your departure,! both were fain 
to know fbr the tale's sake,and 
also X would take the telling 
thereof as a sign of your for¬ 
giveness of my transgression; 
so I would crave the same of 
you but If It weary you over¬ 
much. 

B XXthey yeasald her kind' 
ly,&f>ugb spake & said: 
By your leave, fellows,! 
will tell In few words what be¬ 
tid us on our way to tbelsle of 
Increase Unsought, and then 
shall Vlrldls take up the tale 
from the time that Blrdalone 
left the said Isle In the witch's 
ferry JSone said aught a- 
galnst It, and fiugh went on: 
Short Is my tale of the jour¬ 
ney: Ole came to theXsleof J'fo/ 
thin gon the morrow’s morn of 
our departure,and being warn/ 
ed of tbee,Blrdalon e,we abode 
there but a little while to rest 
us from the boat, and went no/ 
whither from the strand, and 
so went on our way In a three 
hours' space. 

iF>6f*fCG again we took 
the water, & came to the 
!sle of Kings, and that 
waslnthemlddleofthenlght: 
we beheld the dead long and 
beedfully when the morning 
came,& departed again before 
noon, and came to tbeXsle of 
Queen s a little afternlght/fall. 
Che next morning we deemed 
we needs must go see the Im- 
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agesof those ladles,lestaught 
might have befell since thou 
wert there which might be of 
Import to theQuest, butallwas 
unchanged, and we came away 
while the day was yet young. 

emadethelsleoftbe 
YoungandtheOlda/ 
boutsunsettbatday, 
and the boy and the girl came 
down to the strand to behold 
us&wonderatus,&wesport/ 
ed with them merrily awhile; 
&then they brought us to the 
house of the old man, who re¬ 
ceived us courteously and gave 
us to eat and drink, forsooth, 
when the night was somewhat 
spent, he brought out strong 
drink to us, and took It some/ 
what amiss that we drank not 
overmu ch thereof,as forsooth 
he did, and so fell asleep. Be¬ 
fore he was drunk we asked 
him many questions about the 
Isle&lts customs, buthe knew 
nought to tell us of them. Of 
thee also we asked, sister, but 
be bad no memory of thee. 

■ 1 ^ the morrow he fared 
down with us to our 
ferry, and made many 
prayers to us to take him along 
with us; for here, said be, Is 
neither lordship nor fair lady; 
and If here ! abide, soon shall! 
come to mine ending day, and 
sore I yearn for joyance and a 
long term to my years. T'Jow 
we durst not take him aboard 







test we should fare amiss with 
tbewigbtoftbeSendingBoat; 
so we naysaid him courteous/ 
ly, tbankedbim forhis guest¬ 
ing, and gave him gifts, to wit, 
afinger gold ring& an ouch of 
gold, so be turned away from 
us somewhat downcast as we 
deemed; but ere we bad given 
the word to the Sending Boat 
we heard him singing merrily 
in a high cracked voice as be 
wen ton bisway* 

on this last day be/ 
ttd somewhat of new 
' tidin gs ,* for scarce was 
this isle out of sight behind, 
ere we saw a boat come sailing 
toward us from tbenortb/east, 
and it came on swiftly with a 
blue ripple of the lake behind 
it. Chereat we marvelled, and 
yet more when we saw that its 
sail was striped of gold and 
green & black; next then were 
we betwixt fear and joy when, 
as it drew nigber, we saw three 
women in tbesaid boat, clad in 
gold, green, and black; and it 
came so nigh unto us at last, 
that we could see their faces 
that they were verily those of 
our lovelings; & each reached 
out her arms to us & called on 
us for help, each by our name: 
and there we were,oarless,sail/ 
less, at the mercy of our un¬ 
kenned ferry Xben would Bau/ 
doin & X have leapt overboard 
to swim to our loves at all ad¬ 



venture; but Sir Hrtbur here part V. T^be 
stayed us, and bade us think Cale of the 
of it, that we were now nearing Quest's 
the 3Clitch/tand, & if we might ending 
notlooktobebesetwitb guiles 
& gins to keep us from winning 
to our journey's end; where¬ 
fore we forbore, though in all 
wretchedness, & the gay boat 
ran down the wind away from 
us, and the breeze and the rip¬ 
ple passed away with it, & the 
lake lay under the hot sun as 
smooth as glass; and on we 
went, weary/bearted. 

jJHJVIGagain another sail 
out of the nortb/east, 
when the sun was get¬ 
ting low, and speedily it drew 
nigh, but this time it was no 
small boat or barge, but a tall 
ship with great sails, 6 goodly/ 
towered she was and shield- 
bung, & the basnets gleamed 
and the spears glittered from 
her castle/tops and bulwarks, 

& the sound of her boms came 
down the wind as she neared 
us. ®le two bandied our wea¬ 
pons and did on our basnets, 
but Hrtbur there, he sat still, 
and said: jSfot over/wise is the 
witch,that she lets loose on us 
two sendings in one day so like 
unto each other jgrfiab,said 
Baudoin, be we wary though; 
they are going to sboot^Hnd 
sure enough we saw a line of 
bowmen in all the castles and 
even along, and a bom blew, & 
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part V. 'Che then forth flew the shafts, but 
Cate of the wbitberwe hnew not, for none 
Quest’s came anywhere anigb us; and 
ending Hrthur laughed & said: H fair 
shot into the clouds; but, by 
our J^ady f if none shot better 
in our coun try, X wou Id bear no 
armour for their sbafts^Bu t 
we two were confused & knew 
not what to think* 

R6 great sbipflew past 
us on the wind as the 
barge had done, but 
when she was about half a mile 
aloof we saw her canvas fall to 
shiverin g& beryards swaying 
round, & Hrthur cried out: St* 
Nicholas! the play beginneth 
again f she is coming about 1 
V6-JV so itwas, andpre/ 
sently she was bearing 
on us, and was ere long 
so close aboard that we could 
see her every spar and rope, 
& her folk all gathered to the 
windward,knights, sergeants, 
archers, and mariners, to gaze 
at us and mock us; and huge 
& devilish laughter arose from 
amongst them as she plough/ 
ed the water so close beside 
us, that one might well/nigh 
have cast a morsel of bread a- 
board her; for clear itwas pre¬ 
sently that she had no mind 
to run us down. 

pHKB HRCfiURtben: 
Cherewillbeafreshplay 
presently,my mates, but 
ye sit fast, fbr meseemeth this 
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show is no more perilous than 
the other, though it be bigger. 
aCHRCe were the words 
out of bis mouth, ere 
there was astiramongst 
the men gathered in the waist, 
and lo, amidst a knot of big & 
fierce mariners, three women 
standing,pale,with flying hair, 
and their bands bound behind 
them, an done was clad in gold 
and another in green and the 
third in black; and their faces 
were as the faces of Hurea and 
ViridisandHtra. 

H r>e]V there came forth 
from that ship a huge 
cruel roar blent with 
mocking laughter that sham¬ 
ed our very hearts, and those 
evil things in the form of ma¬ 
riners took bold of eacboneof 
the ladies and cast them over¬ 
board into the gulf of the wa¬ 
ters, first Hurea, nextViridis, 
and then Htra; & we two stood 
up with our useless swords 
brandished&wouldbave leapt 
over into the deep, but that 
Hrthur arosealso & took bold 
of an arm of eachof us & stay/ 
ed us,and said:^fay,tben,if ye 
go, take me with you, and let 
all the Quest sink down into 
the deep, and let our lovelings 
pine in captivity, and Birda- 
lone lose all her friends in one 
swoop, and we be known here¬ 
after as the fools of lovers, 
the unstable. 




B O we sat us down, but 
huge shrieking laugh¬ 
ter rose up unblended 
from the keel of the evil thing, 
&then they let her go down the 
wind, & she went her way with 
flashing of arms, and stream¬ 
ing of banners and pennons, 
and blowing of horns,and the 
sun was setting over the wide 
water, 

H IXC Hrthur spake: Cheer 
up, brethren 1 see ye not 
how this proud witch is 
also bu tan eyeless fool to send 
us such a show, & the second 
time in one day to show us the 
images of our dearlings, who 
hours ago flitted past us in the 
stripe/sailed boat? CCIhere,then, 
did they of the ship meet with 
them? JNTay, lords, let not the 
anguish of love steal all your 
wits. 

6 saw we had been 
fools to be so over¬ 
cast by guile, and yet 
were we exceedin g ill at ease, & 
over/long the time seemed un/ 
to us until we should become to 

theXsleoflncreaseClnsougbt, 

and And our lovelin gs there. 
03CI was the night come, 
and we fell asleep, but 
belike were not often all 
asleep at once; & at last it was, 
when we felt the dawn draw¬ 
ing near, though, themoon be/ 
mg down, it was the darkest 
of the summer night, that we 
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were all three awake, when all 
of a sudden we heard Just a- 
stern the rushtngof the water, 
as though some keel were cleav/ 
ing it, and dimly in the dark we 
sawa sail as of a boat overhaul/ 
ingus.Closeathandthererang 
out a lamentable cry: O, are ye 
there, fellows of the Quest? 
O, help me,friendsl save me & 
deliver me, who am snatched 
away to be cast into the bands 
of my mistress that was. F>elp 
me, Baudoin, F)ugb, Hrthur f 
f)elp1 belpf 

all we knew the 
voice of Birdalon e, and 
Hrthur leapt up, and 
would have been overboard in 
a trice had not we two held him, 
and be fought and cursed us 
well/favouredly, there is no 
nay thereto; & meanwhile the 
wailing voice of thee, my sis¬ 
ter, died out in the distance, & 
the east grew grey, and dawn 
was come. 

F>e]Sf spake Baudoin: 
Hrthur,my brother,dost 
thou not mark that this 
also was of the same sort of 
show as those two others, & 
thou who wert so wise before? 
It is but beguilings to bring 
the Quest to nought; where¬ 
fore call to mind thy manhood 
and thy much wisdom I 
stsaffD we admonished him 
and rebuked him till be 
became quiet and wise a/ 
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gain, hut was sad and down¬ 
cast and silent* But the Send' 
ing Boat sped on through the 
dawning, & when it was light 
we saw that we had the Isle of 
Increase close aboard, and we 
ran ashore there just as the 
sun was rising, fain were we 
then to get out of the boat and 
feel earth under our feet. Cite 
took all our hards out of the 
boat, and bid away under the 
roots of an old thorn a little 
mail, wherein was your rai¬ 
ment, my ladies, which ye bad 
lent to Birdalone; then we did 
on our armour, and advised us 
of whereabout on the isle we 
were, and we saw the orchards 
and gardens beforeus,and the 
great fair house above all, even 
as ye told us of them, Bird- 
alone. 

eXC,tben,withoutmore 
ado,we went our ways u p 
through the orchardand 
the gardens, and when we were 
well/nigh at the end of them, 
& in face of those many steps 
ye spake of, we sawatthe foot 
of them a tall woman clad in 
red scarlet, standing as if she 
abode our coming, 3dhen we 
drew nigh we saw that she 
was stron g/lookin g, welbknit, 
white/skinned, yellow/haired, 
and blue/eyed, and might have 
been called a fair woman, as to 
bershaping, save that her face 
was heavy, yet bard/looking, 
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with thin lips and somewhat 
flagging cheeks, a face stupid, 
but proud and cruel, 

B RB RHICBD us as we 
came up,andsaid:JV[en/ 
at/arms,ye be welcome 
to our house, and I bid you to 
eat and drink and abide here. 
^Cben we touted before her, 
and bade her Rail; & Baudoin 
said: Cady, thy bidding will 
we take; yet have we an errand 
to declare ere we break bread 
with thee, lest when it is told 
we be not so welcome as ye tell 
us now j®P?&bat is it? said she. 
^Said Baudoin: Chis man 
here is called tbeGreenKnigbt, 
and this theBlack Squire,and 
I am the ©olden Knight; and 
now will weask thee if this isle 
be called the Isle of Increase 
Unsought ?jg?Bven so have I 
called it, quoth she, wherefore 
I deem non e other will dare call 
itotberwisej^Itis well, quoth 
Baudoin; butwe haveheardsay 
that hereto had strayed three 
dear friends of ours,threemai/ 
dens, who bight Viridis, the 
friend of the Green Knight, & 
Htra,wbois theBlack Squire’s, 
and Hurea who is mine own 
friend, so we have come to take 
them home with us, since they 
have been so long away from 
their landand their loves. P'iow 
if they be thy friends thou 
wilt perchance let them go for 
love’s sake and the eking of 



friendship; hut if they be thy 
captives, then are we well wilt¬ 
ing to pay thee ransom,not ac/ 
cording to their worth, for no 
treasure heaped upmight come 
nigh it, but according to thy 
desire, lady* 

@ H€IGR€D the proud 
lady scornfully&said: 
Big are thy words, Sir 
Knight: if X had these maid¬ 
ens in my keeping X would give 
them unto you for nothing, & 
deem that! had the bestof the 
bargain. But hereare they not. 
T>ue it is that!had here three 
thralls who were hightas thou 
hast said; but a while ago, not 
many days, they transgress¬ 
ed against me till X chastised 
them; and then was X weary of 
them & would be quit of them; 
for X need no servants here, 
whereas X myself am enough 
for myself. Cttherefore X sent 
them away across the water to 
my sister, who dwells in a fair 
place hight the Rouse under 
the^Clood; forsheneedethser/ 
vants, because the earth there 
yieldeth nought save to the 
tiller and the herdsman & the 
hunter, while here all cometh 
unsought. CClith her may ye 
deal, for what X know, and buy 
the maidens whom ye prize so 
high; though belike ye may 
have togiveherotherservants 
in their place, for, indeed, a 
while ago her thrall fled from 
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her and left her half undone, part V. 0>e 
&it is said that she came hither Caleof the 
in her shamelessness: but X Quest's 
know not; if she did, she slip/ Snding 
ped through my fingers,or else 
X would have made her rue her 
impudence, l^owmeseemeth, * 

Sir Knights, here is enough of 
so small and foolish a matter; 
and again X pray you to enter 
my poor house,and take meat 
and drink along with me, for 
ye be none the less welcome 
becauseof your errand,though 
it be a foolish one. 

■ OSX would Sir Baudoin 
have answered wrath- 
fully,butHrthurpluck/ 
ed at his skirt, & he y easaid the 
lady's bidding, though some/ 
what ungraciously; but that 
she heeded nought; she took 
SirBaudoin by the hand & led 
him up the stately perron, and 
thence cam ewe into a pillared 
hall, as fair as might be. Hnd 
there on the dais was a table 
dight with dainty meats and 
drinks, and the lady bade us 
thereto, and we sat to it. 

E RBRBH'C was the lady 
buxom and merry: Bau- 
doin scowled across the 
board; X was wary and silent; 
butHrthurwas as blithe with 
the lady as she with him; nor 
did X altogether marvel there¬ 
at, since X knew him wise of 
wit. 
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CTC when we were done 
with the meal, the lady 

__stood up & said: ]Ndw, 

Sir Knights, X will give you 
leave; but this house is as your 
own to roam through all its 
chambers & pleasure you with 
its wonders and goodliness: 
and when ye are weary of the 
house, then is the orchard and 
the garden free to you, and all 
tbeisle wheresoever ye willgo. 
Hnd here in this hall is meat & 
drink for you whenso ye will; 
but if ye would see me again 
to/day, then shall ye meet me 
whereye first happened on me 
e’en now,at the foot of the great 
perro n. 

she laid her hand 
jllll on Hrtbur’s shoulder, & 
rsysS said:TZhy big friend may 
search out every nook in this 
house, and every bush in the 
whole island, & if he find there 
the maidens he spake of, one 
or all of them, then are they a 
gift from me unto him. 

B BGRGSIX'CB she turn¬ 
ed, and went out of the 
hall by a door in the side 
thereof; and now already me- 
seemed that though the wo¬ 
man was hateful and thick - 
hearted and cruel, yet she was 
become fairer, or seemed so, 
than when we first cam e on her; 
and for my part X pondered on 
whatit might grow to, and fear 
of her came into my soul, 
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B OSl spake Baudoin: f el/ 
lows, let us get out into 
the garden at least; for 
this place is evil, and meseems 
it smells and tastes of tears & 
blood, & that evil wights that 
hate the lif eof men are lurking 
in the nooks thereof. Hnd lo, 
our very she^friend that was 
so kind and simple and dain¬ 
ty with us, there ts, as it were, 
the image of the dear maiden 
standing trembling and nak¬ 
ed before the stupid malice of 
this lump of flesb^Sospake 
be,Birdalone. 

!<XC X said to Hrtbur in 
a soft voice: Hn d when 
shall we slay her ? j& 
Said be :J^ot until we have got/ 
ten from her all that may be 
gotten; & that is the living bo/ 
dies of our friends. But come 
we forth* 

30 did we, and came down 
to the orchard and did off 
our helms, and lay down 
under a big apple/tree which 
was clear of cover all round a- 
bout,an d so fell to our redes; & 
XaskedHrthurwbat be deemed 
of the story of our loves hav¬ 
ing been carried to the Bouse 
under the Stood, & if it might 
not be tried seeking thither; 
butbelaugbedandsaid:]Vever 
would she have told us there¬ 
of had it been sooth: doubt¬ 
less our friends are here on this 
isle, but, as X deem, not in the 








bouse, else bad not tbe witch 
left all tbe bouse free for us to 
search into J9 Yea, said X, but 
bow if they be In her prison ? 

Said be: It is not bard to 
find out which is tbe prison of 
so dainty a bouse as is yonder; 
and when we bad found it,soon 
should we have bit upon a way 
to break it, since we be three, 
& stout fellows enough. J^ay, 
X deem that tbe lovelings be 
stowed away in some corn er of 
tbe isle without tbe bouse, an d 
that maybappen we shall find 
them there ;& yeti trow not be/ 
fore we have made guile meet 
guile, andovercome tbe sorcer/ 
ess.Butcomenow,letus be do/ 
mg, and begin to quarter this 
little land as tbe kestrel doth 
tbe water/m eadow; & leave we 
our armour, lest we weary us, 
for we shall have no need for 
bard strokes. 

6 bung up there on 
tbe tree helm ^shield 
and hauberk, and all 
our defences,&went our ways 
quartering tbe isle ;& tbe work 
was toilsome,but werestednot 
till tbe time was come to keep 
tryst with tbe lady; and all that 
while we found no sign of tbe 
darling ones: and tbe isle was 
everywhere ameadowas fair as 
a garden, with little copses of 
sweet/growing trees here and 
there, and goodly brooks of 
water,butno tillage anywhere; 
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wild things, as hart and buck 
and roe,we came upon, &smal/ 
ler deer withal, but all unhurt/ 
f ul toman; but of herding was 
no token. 

jjHJVte we then back to 
that lordly perron, and 
there, at tbe foot there¬ 
of, stood tbe witeb/wife, and 
received us joyously; clad was 
she all gloriously in red scar¬ 
let broidered and begemmed; 
her arms bare and her feet san/ 
dalled, & her yellow hair bang/ 
mg down from under its gar¬ 
land; & certainly it was so that 
she bad-grown fairer, and was 
sleek and white and well/sbap/ 
en, and well/baired; yet by all 
that, the visage of her was lit¬ 
tle bettered, and unto me she 
was loathsome. 

B OWL the feast went much 
as tbe earlier meal bad 
done; and Baudoin was 
surly and Hrtbur blithe & bux¬ 
om ; & nought befell to tell of, 
save that dishes and meats,& 
flasks and cups, and all things 
cam e upon tbe board as if they 
were borne thereon by folk un/ 
seen; andtbereat we wondered 
not much, considering in what 
wonder/bouse we were.Buttbe 
lady/witch looked on us and 
smiled, and said: Knights,ye 
marvel at tbe manner of our 
service,butcalltomindtbatwe 
told you this morning that we 
were enough for Ourselves, & 
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we have so dight our days here 
tbatwbosois our friendon this 
Xste of Increase shall lack no¬ 
thin g. fear not, therefore, to 
see aught ugly in our servants 
as now unseen, if their shapes 
were made manifest unto you. 

B JvJv thin gs were we heed/ 
ful to note at this ban¬ 
quet; but when it was o- 
ver, then came music into the 
ball from folk unseen, but not 
as ifthe musicians were amany, 
only belike some three or four. 
Hnd thereat the lady spake, 
saying: Knights,ye may deem 
ourminstrels but few, but such 
isourmindthatwelovenotour 
music over loud,&for the most 
part on ly three sing or play un/ 
to us at one time. 


HjEpfteRGHfCGR the lady 
brought us to fair cham/ 
usiad bers, and we slept there 
in all ease, and we arose on the 
morrow & found the lady still 
blithe with us;yetInoted this, 
that she seemed to deal with 
Hrthur as if she saw him now 
for the first time, and much he 
seemed to be to her liking. 

0HIJS - we fared forth, 
and were no less dili¬ 
gent in searching the 
isle than erst,& found nought; 
and all went that day as before. 
JV the morrow (that is, 
the third day) the witch 
seemed to have some¬ 
what more memory of Hrthur 
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than erst, & even yet more lik/ 
ingof him, so that she reached 
out her band for him to kiss, 
which needs must be do, de¬ 
spite bis loathing of her. 

BG]ST we had lain un¬ 
der the apple/tree a 
little while, Baudoin 
spakeand said: Yesterday and 
the day before we searched the 
open land and found nought; 
now to/day let us search the 
bouse, and if we find nought, 
then at least it shall lie behind 
usj^CClc yeasaid it, and pres¬ 
ently went back,& from cham¬ 
ber to cham ber, and all was fair 
and goodly as might be, & we 
marvelled what would betide 
to it when the witch was un - 
done and ber sorcery come to 
an end. 

O the cnallingCower we 
came, & up the stairs, 
and found the door o- 
pen of the prison/ebamber, & 
all there as thou hast told us, 
Birdalone; only we opened the 
great coffer,whence thou didst 
refrain thee, and found it full 
of hideous gear truly, as fet- 
tersand chains, and whips and 
rods, and evil tools of the tor¬ 
mentors, and cursed it all and 
came away; and Hrthur said: 
J-o you, this stupid onef Row 
eager is she to bid us what to 
do, & to tell us that our ladies 
are not in this evil house, since 
she leavetb all open to us JS? 







Yet we went about the bouse 
without, and counted the win/ 
dows beedf ully to see that we 
bad missed no chamber, and 
found nought amiss; and then 
we wen tin again and sought as 
low down as we might, to see if 
perchance some dungeon there 
were underground, but found 
nought save a very goodly urn 
dercroft below the great ball, 
which was little less fair than 
that which was above it* So 
came the evening and the ban/ 
quet, and the end of that day; 
but the witch/wife led Arthur 
by the band to the board, and 
afterwards to the chamber ere 
we slept. 

the fourth day & the 
mm fifth it was no otber- 
wise than erst; & when 
X fared to bed X felt confused 
in my bead and sick of heart. 

night of the next day 
<tbe sixth), as we went to 
our chambers,^ the witch/ 
wifoandHrtburband/in/band, 
shestayedbimawbUe,&spake 
eagerly to him in a soft voice; 
andas be came up to me after/ 
wards besaidtTfo/nigbtXbave 
escaped it, but there will not be 
escape for Ion g^ from what? 
said XRe said; from bed¬ 
ding her; for now it has come 
to this, that presently wemust 
slay her at once and have no 
knowledge of our sweetlings, 
or X m ust do her will. 
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HwjpljN' such wise passed four 
2gR|] more days, & it was the 
ksjgj twelfth morning of our 
sojourn there, & we went forth 
on our search of every mead & 
every covert of the isle, and all 
day we found nought to our 
purpose; but as it grew toward 
sunset, and there grew great 
clouds in the eastern ort, piled 
up & copper/coloured,we came 
over a bent on to a little green 
dale watered by a clear brook, 
& as we looked down into it we 
saw something shine amongst 
its trees; so we hastened to¬ 
ward that gleam, & lo, amidst 
the dale,with the brook running 
through it, a strange garth we 
saw. for there was a pavilion 
done of timber and board,and 
gaily painted and gilded, and 
out from that house was, as it 
were, a great cage of thin gild/ 
ed bars, both walls and roof, 
just so wide apart as no one 
full/grown,carl or quean,could 
thrust through. 

H RlCReRQIHRDthen 
ran we, shouting, for 
we saw at once that in 
the said cage were three wo¬ 
men whose aspect was that of 
our sweetlings, and presently 
we were standing by the said 
berse, reaching our hands out 
to them to come to us and tell 
us their tale,and that we would 
deliver them. But they stood 
together in the midst of the 
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said cage, & though they gaz/ 
ed piteously on us thence, and 
reached out their hands to us, 
they neither spake nor came to 
the herse to us; so we deemed 
that they were bewitched, and 
our joy was dashed* 

B fjBff we went all about 
the cage and the pavilion 
to find Ingate, & found It 
not; & then the three of us to/ 
getber strove with the bars of 
the herse, & shook and swayed 
them, but It was all to no pur/ 
pose. 

ORBOVBR, while we 
were at this work the 
sun seemed to go out,& 
there came a heavy black mist 
rolling Into the dale, <Si wrapped 
us about so that we saw not 
each other's faces, & the bars 
of the herse were gone from our 
hands as we stood tbereXhen 
came rain & thunder and light/ 
nlngon to the black night, and 
by the glare of the lightning 
we could seethe leaves & grass 
of the dale, but neither herse 
nor house nor woman. So we 
abode there In the dark night, 
& the storm all bewildered us, 
till the rain and clou ds drew off 
and It was calm fair starlight 
again, but clean gone was the 
golden cage & they that stood 
therein; and we turned sadly, 
and went our ways toward the 
wltch/house. 



JhT Cf>B way said Hr- 
thur:Brethren,thlsme/ 
seemetb Is but a/golng 
on with the shows which were 
played us on the water as we 
came hither; but whether she 
doth this but for to mock and 
torment us, or that she would 
beguile us Into deeming that 
our friends are verily bere,Xwot 
not; but to/morrow,meseem- 
eth, X shall can to tell you. 

■ OCtt came we to the per¬ 
ron of the bouse, &there 
stood the wltcb/wlfe un/ 
der the stars to meet us* Hnd 
when she saw us,she took hold 
of Hrtbur by the band and the 
arm to caress him, and found 
that be and we were drenched 
with the rain and the storm,as 
might well be deemed; then she 
bade us up to our chambers to 
do on raiment which she had 
dlght for us, & we went tblth/ 
er, & found our garments rich 
& dainty Indeed; but when we 
came down Into the ball where 
the witch abode us ,we saw that 
Hrtbur's raiment was far the 
richest and daintiest. But the 
witch ran to him and cast her 
arms about him, and clipped & 
kissed him before the others, 
and be suffered It. So sped the 
feast again. 

CXC when they went to 
bed, the said witch took 
Hrtbur's hand & spake 
a word unto him, and led him 
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away, and be went with her as 
one nought loth; but we twain 
were afraid lest she sbou Id de/ 
stroy him when she bad bad 
her will of him* ^therefore we 
waked through the more part 
of the night with our swords 
ready to band* 

H at: when we were clad in 
tbe mom be came unto 
us, be also clad,and was 
downcast and shamefaced in/ 
deed, but safe and sound; and 
be said: Speak no word about 
our matter till we be out in tbe 
open air,forXfear all things a- 
bout us* 

■ O we bad gone 

forth & were under tbe 
apple/tree once more, 
spake Hrtbur: J^ow, lords, am 
Xsbamed for ever, for Xbave be/ 
come tbe leman of this evi l crea/ 
ture; but X pray ye not to mock 
me; and that the more as tbe 
same lot may happen on you 
both, or either; for lean see for 
sure that tbe wretch will weary 
ofme& desire one of you two* 
Let it pass* Somewhat have X 
found out from her, but not 
much; first, that she has for¬ 
gotten her first lie, to wit, bow 
she sent our ladies to tbe sis- 
ter/witcb; for X told her of tbe 
golden cage, and bow we bad 
missed it in tbe storm; and 
she said: Oiougb X deem it a 
folly that ye should seek these 
thralls, yet would X help you 


if X might, since ye are now be/ 
come my dear f riendsXbougb, 
forsooth, when ye meet them 
X deem that ye will find them 
sore changed to you. for, as X 
told you, they fled away from 
me,af terXbad chastised them 
for a treason, into tbe bidden 
places of tbe isle,whereas they 
bad no keel to sail away hence. 
HndXcarednot to follow them, 
asXmyself am queen & lady of 
all things bere,andam enough 
for myself, save when love con/ 
strainetb me, dear lord. J^ow, 
my rede is that ye seek tbe gold/ 
en cage again & yet again, be- 
causeXdeem that these thralls 
have somehow learned some 
wisdom, & they have enchant/ 
ed tbe said cage for a defence 
against me, from whom they 
might not bide as they did from 
you; for of me have they stol¬ 
en their wizardry, & X am tbeir 
mistress therein* 

^ggj^?r>XS, therefore, is tbe 
new ** c an< * 
rede is that we heed it 
nought* for my mind is that 
she it is that hath made the ap/ 
pearance of the cage & tbe wo/ 
men therein, and that she hath 
our poor friends somewhere 
underneath her hand. 

B OSltbiswedeemedmost 
like; yet whereas we bad 
nought to do with tbe 
time, which, now that we bad 
searched tbe isle throughly, 
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hung heavy on band, we deem/ 
ed it good to go to the dale of 
the golden cage again, though 
we looked not to find the cage 
there anymore. But this betid, 
that we found the little dale 
easily enough,and there stood 
the cage as we had seen it yes/ 
terday, but nought was there 
within its bright bars save the 
grass and the flowers, and the 
water of the brook a/running, 
£S loitered abou t that 
place a while, & went 
back to the house in 
due time; and to shorten the 
tale, X shall tell that for many 
days it betid that we went every 
day to seek the golden cage, 
but after the first three days 
we saw it no more. 

?OQIbegan sadness and 
\ weariness to overcome 
us as the days & weeks 
wore,andbeliketbewitcb/wife 
noted it that we were worse 
company than heretofore. 

B ]^D now on a day Hrtb- 
ur bade us note that the 
said witch was growing 
weary of him, and be bade me 
look to it; for, said be, she is 
turning her face toward thee, 
brother J? JMy heart burned 
with rage at that word; X said 
nought, but made up my mind 
that X would try to bring the 
matter to an end. 


m 


B RHC same night befell 
wbatHrtbur bad threat¬ 
ened ; for the feast being 
done in the evening, the witch 
drew me aside while the music 
was a/playing, & caressed my 
band and my shoulder, and 
said: X am yet wondering at 
you Champions, that ye must 
needs follow after those three 
wretched thralls, whom never 
will ye find, for they need ye 
not, but will flee from you if ye 
havesigbtoftbem,astheydid 
that other day; & therein they 
are scarce in the wron g, where¬ 
as they may well think that if 
ye find them they should fall 
into my bands; for easily may 
X take them any day that! will, 
and then X have a case against 
them, and may lawfully chas¬ 
tise them according to the law 
that has been given untome;& 
then shall they be in grievous 
plight, therefore the rede CCle 
give unto you three now is the 
rede of friendliness that ye 
make yourselves happy in Our 
Xstand, and then will ttle do 
everything 3Cle may for your 
pleasure anddelight; and if ye 
will that Cfle make Ourselves 
even fairer than now <He be, 
that may be done, & shall be a 
rewarduntoyou foryouryield/ 
mg & obedience. Hnd if ye will 
women thralls for your plea¬ 
sure, that also may be gotten 
for you; for <He be not wholly 
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without power in these waters, 
though ®le have no heel or f er/ 
ry upon them* And now, thou 
fair lad, Hie give thee this last 
wordiYeCbampions have been 
dwelling in Our house a long 
while, and that while have ever 
striven to thwart U.s ♦ Hie now 
counsel you to make an end of 
it, & it shall be better for you. 
£F>G seemed to my eyes 
prouder and stupider 
than ever erst, despite 
her golden hair and white skin 
and lovely lim bs; and X said to 
myself that now must we de¬ 
stroy the evil of that house 
even if we died for it, or else we 
were all undone; withal X saw 
somewhat of truth thrusting 
up through her much lying, 
and X deemed, even as Arthur 
did, that she had our friends 
under her hand somewhere* 

■ OdGR'C else betid that 
night; but on the mor¬ 
row we went forth and 
strayed on till we were come 
into the southernmost quar¬ 
ter of the isle, and not very far 
from the water we came upon 
a wood or big thicket which 
was new to us. So we entered 
it, and as we went and noted 
the wild things of the wood 
going hither & thither, we es¬ 
pied afar off the shape of a 
man goingamidst the thicket; 
wherefore we went warily to¬ 
wards him, lest he should see 


us and flee from us; and when 
we drew a little nigherwe saw 
it was a woman, though she 
was clad as a hunter, with legs 
naked to above the knee. She 
had a quiver at her back and a 
bow in her hand, and her coat 
was black of hue. Belike now 
she beard our goingamongst 
the dry leaves, for she turned 
her face to us, & lof it was the 
face of Atra. 

RGJ^ she saw us, she 
gave a shrill cry, and 
fell to running at her 
swif testaway from us, and we 
followed all we might, but we 
could not over/run her,though 
we kept her in sigbtever,till we 
bad run all through the wood, 
and before us was the sheer 
sideofarockyhitl&themouth 
of a cave therein, and by the 
said mouth who should there 
be butAureaandViridis,aswe 
thought, clad in gold and in 
green, but the fashion of their 
raiment not otherwise than 
Atra’s.'Cbeir bows were bend¬ 
ed and they had shafts in their 
hands, and as we came out of 
the thicket into the open lawn 
before the cave, Viridis nock¬ 
ed a shaft and aimed at us and 
drew, and the shaft flew over 
my bead; therewith mocking 
laughter came from them, and 
they ran into the cave.Speedily 
we ran up to it, but when we 
came home thither, there was 
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the sheer bill/side, but never a 
cave nor an opening. 

XS]MHY€D were we 
thereat; but more dis¬ 
mayed had we been but 
that we deemed that all this 
was but a cheat and a painted 
show put upon us by the witch 
to bach up her lying. ]Nevertbe/ 
less we fared the next day to 
seek the wood & the cave in the 
sheer rock, but nowise might 
we find either wood or cave. 

B OCK it was the night of 
the day hereafter, as we 
went to our chambers, 
that the witch/wife took me 
by the hand and led me apart, 
and said memany soft things 
of her accursed lust, whereof! 
will not say one again. But the 
upshot of it all was that she 
would bring me to her cham¬ 
ber and her bed. Hnd whereas 
X was determined what to do, 
and had my war/sword by my 
side, X naysaid her not, but 
made her good countenance. 
Hndwhenwecametobercham/ 
ber, which was full gloriously 
digbt,andfragrantas with the 
scent of the roses and lilies of 
mid/June, she bade me to lie in 
ber bed of gold and ivory and 
she would be with meanon.So 
Xuncladmyself&laidmedown, 
but X drew forth my sword, & 
laid the ancient naked blade 
betwixt my side and her place. 




s^ifeNON she cometb back 
, again unclad, and would 
step into the bed; but 
she saw the sword, and said; 
CKhat is this,Champion? 
SaidX:Chese edges are the to/ 
ken of sundering between us, 
for there is a spell on me, that 
with no woman mayXdeal,save 
with mine only love, butXshall 
do her mortal scathe; so be¬ 


ware by the token of the grey 
edges of battle She drew 
aback,and was as a spiteful & 
angry cat, & there was no love/ 
lin ess in her; & she said: Chou 
liest, and thou hatest me; see 
thou to it, both for thyself and 
thy leveling jgFHnd she turn¬ 
ed about and strode out of the 
chamber; but X arose and clad 
myself in baste, and took my 
naked sword in my hand. But 
befbreXwent,Xlookedaround, 
& espied an ambry fashioned 
in the wall of the bed/lane,and 
the door was half open; & the 
said ambry was wrought of the 
daintiest, allof gold and pearl 
and gems; and X said to my¬ 
self: Rerein is some treasure, 
and this is a tide of war. So X 
opened the ambry, and within 
it was even more gloriously 
wrought than without; & there 
was nought therein, save a lit¬ 
tle flask of crystal done about 
with bands of gold set with 
great and goodly gems. So X 
took the said flask & went my 
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ways hastily to my own chain/ 
her, and there X looked at the 
said flask & took out the stop* 
pie; & there was a liquor there/ 
in, white like to water, but of a 
spicy smell, sweet,fresh, and 
enbeartening.SoXyettbougbt 
this was some great treasure, 
and that much hung upon it, 
could Xfind out unto what use 
it might be put* Hnd X said; 
Co/morrow we will put it to 
the proof* 'Chen Xput the said 
flask undermy pillow, and laid 
my sword by my side & slept, 
and was not ill/content so far. 



CTC ON "CfiG morrow, 
whenXmetmy fellows, 

__ they asked me bow X 

had sped, & X told them, Cflell, 
& that we would talk the mat¬ 
ter over under our tree of coun/ 
sel. So we went down into the 
hall, where we met the witch- 
lady ; and X looked for it that 
she would be angry and fierce 
with me; but it went far other/ 
wise; for she was blithe and 
buxom, and abounding in en¬ 
dearments more than X could 
away with. But this X noted, 
that her eyes wandered, & her 
speech faltered at whiles, and 
ever she seemed to be seeking 
somewhat; & withal that her 
caressing hands were seeking 
if they could aught stowed 
away in the bosom of my coat. 
But all was nought, for as we 
came to the door of the ball 



X gave Baudoin the flask to 
guard until we should come to 
our apple/treeof rede. SHbere/ 
fore the sbe/wolf went red an d 
white by turns,andfiimed,and 
fretted her bedizenm ents with 
unrestfulhands, and when she 
should let us go our ways, she 
lingered and looked back oft, 
and was loth to depart ere she 
bad gotten what she lacked, & 
that, forsooth, was the said 
flasket. 

ijCTC when we were with/ 
out the bouse, X bade 
i our fellows go with me 
to another place than the wont/ 
ed apple/tree of rede, and they 
understood my word, and X 
led them toa little grassy plain 
without the orcbard,wbere was 
no covert fora wide space a- 
bout it, nought but the one 
linden/tree under which now 
we sat. Cbere X told them all 
the tale of the last night and of 
the flasket, & put before them 
all that was in my mind to do 
that evening at the banquet, 
and they both of them yeasaid 
it. But what it was, that shall 
ye bear anon when we carried 
the matter through; butXbade 
Baudoin still carry the flasket 
till the evening. 

H RGRGH fCGR we s pah e 
of other matters; but 
soon we bad good cause 
to rejoice that we had not talk / 
ed our talk under the apple- 
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tree {whereas X doubted not 
that the witch wouldspy upon 
us there), for not long had we 
been at our talk ere, looking 
that way, we saw the evil crea¬ 
ture by the hedge of the orch¬ 
ard and gazing over at us. 

\e arose then, & came 
to her as if nought 
had bappened;&sbe 
bade us walk the garden with 
her,andweyeasaidit,andwent 
with her,&pacedaboutamidst 
tbeflowers and lay on the bios/ 
somed grass, forsooth, both 
to her and to us the time hung 
heavy on hand. Hnd meseem- 
ed that the sleekness and fair¬ 
ness of her body was worsen¬ 
ed since yesterday, & she was 
pale and haggard, and her eyes 
were wandering and afraid, 

she bade us come 
i a little further into the 
garden & eat a morsel 
at noon; and we arose, and she 
brought us to where were vines 
trellised all about & overhead, 
so that it was like a fair green 
cloister; and there wasa board 
laid & spread with many dain¬ 
ties of meat & drink. Hnd she 
bade us sit. Verily we had but 
little stomach to that dinner; 
and X said to myself, poison f 
poison t & even so my fellows 
deemed, as afterwards they 
told me. Hnd X saw Baudoin 
loosen his sword in the sheath, 
and X knew that his mind was 
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to smite at once if he sawaught 
amiss. HndX, who sat next to 
the witch, laid my band on a 
little dagger which X wore at 
my girdle. She also saw this, 
and turned as paleas death, & 
sat trembling before us; and 
whatso we ate or drank at that 
board under the rustling vine/ 
leaves, she gave unto us with 
her own hand; & then we wot¬ 
ted full surely that she had 
meant our deaths tbere&then, 
but was cowed by the fierce 
eyes of Baudoin & the threat 
of my hand. 

JXCRHC it seemed 
that she might not 
bear it to sit there 
long amongst us. Sherose up 
and smiled on us as ghastly 
as a corpse, & gave us leave, & 
went hurrying in to the bouse. 
Hnd right glad we were to be 
at rest from her. Yet as we our/ 
selves durst not go far away 
from the house, lest som e new 
thing might happen, neither 
could she leave us quitealone, 
but thrice again that afternoon 
at some turn of the garden, or 
orchard, or meadow, we came 
upon her wan face & eyes full 
of all bate and staring pride, 
and she enforced her to smile 
upon us, and turn edaway with 
some idle word. 

JC last the sun began to 
, sink, and we went to the 
perron of the house,and 








found berstandingtomeetus 
in her wonted way. But when 
we came up she gave no band 
to any one of us, but went up 
the stairs before us, & we fol¬ 
lowed with no word spoken. 
SSpSFjeRe was the ball with 


77r^‘ 

I§|| the lordly service on tbe 
board,& tbe wax/candles 
ligbtedallabout,and tbe great 
vault of stone fair and stately 
over it. ?He went to tbe dais & 
tbe board and sat down, tbe 
witeb/wif e in ber gold & ivory 
ebair at tbe board's end, and X 
at ber right hand and looking 
down tbe ball, my two fellows 
facing me, with their backs to 
tbe clear of tbe ball, 

S RBRe we sat, and tbe 
meats and drinks were 
before us as dainty as 
ever erst; but we put forth no 
band to them, but sat staring 
ateacbotberforsometwomin/ 
utes it might be, and tbe witch 
looked from one to tbe other 
of us,& quaked tbatber bands 
shook like palsy. 

H RGK I rose up and put 
my band to my bosom 
(for Baudoin bad given 
me tbe flasket ere we came to 
tbe perron): X spake in a loud 
voice, and it sounded wild and 
bard in tbe goodly ball: JMy 
lady, X said, tbou art looking 
butpalenow,andsick&down/ 
cast. Brink now to me out of 
this precious flasket, and tbou 


sbalt be whole and well. 

]SB therewith X held 
tbe flasket aloft; but 
berface changed hor¬ 
ribly; she sprang up in ber 
chair & reached out ber arm to 
clutch at tbe flasket, scream - 
inglikean eagle tberewitb.But 
X thrust ber back into tbe chair 
with my left band; and there¬ 
with arose Baudoin &Hrtbur, 
and caught ber by tbe shoul¬ 
ders, & bound ber fast to tbe 
chair with cords that they bad 
gotten thereto. But when she 
got ber breath she yelled out: 
Hb, now shall all tumble to¬ 
gether, my proudf ul bouse & 
I under it! kooseme, traitors t 
loose me, fools f and give me 
one draught of tbe water of 
might,and then shall X tell you 
all, and ye shall go free with 
your thralls if ye will. Hbt ye 
will not loose me ? ye will not ? 
melt then, at leasty e,tbe fools, 
shall be under it, & they also, 
tbesbe/traitors, tbe scourged 
& tormented fools tbatmigbt 
not save themselves from me. 
O loose met loose met tbou 
in whose arms X have lain so 
many a night, and give me to 
drink of tbe proud water of 
might! 

|3p|l|08beyelled;&now badall 
|§fg tbe fairness gone from 
her body : flaggy&yellow 
were ber limbs, and she looked 
all over as ber face, a lump of 
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stupidand cruel pride, and her 
words lostmeaning&cbanged 
into mere bestial bowling. But 
for me, since she so desired 
that water, 1 knew that it was 
good for us to drink, & X took 
out the stopple & drank, and 
it was as if fire ran through all 
my veins,&Xfelt my strength 
tbree/fblded straightway,an d 
most wondrous clear was my 
sight grown therewith; andX 
raised my eyes now & looked 
down the ball, & lo, there was 
Hurea, chained by the ankle to 
the third pillar from the dais; 
and over against her, Viridis; 
and next, to the fourth pillar, 
Htra. Chen X cried in a loud 
voice that rang through the 
witch’s ball: JvO what Xsee 1^ 
Hnd X ran round the bead of 
the board,& thrust & dragged 
Baudoin & Hrtbur along with 
me, crying out: Come, come! 
they are found! they are here! 
jS? Hnd X came to my sweet- 
ting,&foundbercladbutin her 
white smock, which was fleck¬ 
ed with blood all about, & her 
face was wan & pined, and the 
tears began to run when she 
saw me,butnoword came from 
her lips though the kissing of 
them was sweet. 

S RGff Xturned about to my 
two fellows,&they stood 
bewildered, not knowing 
what was toward; and X came 
to them and made them drink 
208 


of the flasket, and their eyes 
were opened and the strength 
of giants came to them, and 
they ran each to his sweetling; 
butBaudoin, before ever be his* 
sed Hurea, caught bold of the 
chain that bound her to the pil/ 
tar, and by main force dragged 
it out. Cdise was that, meseem/ 
ed, for words were again come 
into the witch’s bowls, and X 
beard her: Hb, long may ye be 
playing with the chains, long! 
for now the house rumbletb to/ 
ward its fall.Hb,the bitches are 
loose! Sloe’s me! to die alone! 
jfi? Hnd once more she howl¬ 
ed wordless, as botbXand Hr¬ 
tbur bad our loves in our arms, 
and fell to following Baudoin 
outon to the perron and down 
into the fresh fragrant gar¬ 
den wherein now was the moon 
beginning to cast shadows. 
ECOOD we then aloof 
from the bouse, & the 
'rumbling whereof the 
evil bag bad bowled waxed in¬ 
to a thunder, & under our very 
eyes the great whitewalls and 
gold/adorned roofs fell to¬ 
gether, & a great cloud ofdust 
rose under the clear moonlit 
sky. 

\<& looked^ wondered, 
& our loves also, but 
! no word they spake; 
but ere the other two bad time 
to grieve thereat, X gave Viri¬ 
dis to drink of the water of 







might, and she fell to sweet 
speech straightway, of such 
sort andsucbwiseasXwilt not 
tell you* Chen X did the same 
by Hurea and Htra, and forth¬ 
with the speech flowed from 
them to their friends. 
jrpjilCUvJ*' BHppY were we 
then in the early nigbt- 
■ffia season, fbr the water of 
might gave them strength al¬ 
so, as to us, and healed all the 
stripes and wounds their bo¬ 
dies had suffered of the foul 
witch,&made their eyes bright, 
and their cheeks full and firm, 
&their lips most sweet,&their 
hands strong and delicious. 

■ OftI when we had stood 
gazing toward themelt- 
ingof the beauteous pal/ 
ace fora little, we took our dar/ 
lings in our arms again, where/ 
as the chains would have hin¬ 
dered their walking, and went 
down to the lip of the water 
whereas lay theSendingBoat, 
so that we might be anigh our 
ferry in case of need; for we 
knew not what might betide 
the isle now its mistress bad 
perished. “Chen we fell to and 
sawed off the chains from the 
dear ankles with our swords, 
and took Birdalone’s lendings 
from the mail. Hnd Hurea bad 
bergown again,and Viridis her 
smock, and my green surcoat 
over it, & Htra wore the battle- 
coat of theBlackSquire.Hs for 


their bare feet (for Htra wouId part V . Che 
not have hers dtght prouder Cale of the 
than her sisters’), we so clad Quest’s 
them with kisses that they ending 
were not ill/covered belike. 
jOgat we aboard our ferry, 
and did blood /offering 
to the wight thereof, & 
so sped merrily and lovingly 
over the wide lake back on our 
homeward road. Hnd we said: 

Cbis bath the dear Birdalone 
done for us. 

■ ]VDnow,myVmdis,Xwill 
that thou fill up the tale 
by telling to Birdalone, 
as ye told us, bow it fared with 
you threeand the evilone from 
the time that ye sped Birda- 
loneon her way till themoment 
when mine eyes first beheld 
you made fast to the pillars of 
the palacewbicb has crumbled 
into dust. 

Chapter X. Dow it fared with 
theCbree Cadies after the 6s/ 
cape of Birdalone && 

XRXBXS took up 
the word without 
more ado, & said: 

X will do my best 
herein,and ye,sis/ 
ters, must set me 
rigbtifXerr.HIbenwebadseen 
the lastof you,dear Birdalone, 
that early morning, we turn¬ 
ed back again to the house as 
speedily and as covertly as we 
might, lest the witch might es/ 
py our disarray & question us 
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thereover* "Chenwe went to the 
wonder/coffer, & gat thereout 
raiment for that which we had 
given away, which was easy for 
us to do, whereas the witch- 
mistress was so slothful that 
she bad given to us the words 
of might wherewith to compel 
the coff er to yield, so that we 
might do all the service there/ 
of, and she not to move band 
or foot in the matter* So when 
we were clad, and the time was 
come,we wen t into the ball, by 
no means well assured of our 
mistress* 

f>G]V we'came before 
her, she looked on us 
in surly wise, as her 
wontwas,andsaidnougbtfor 
a while; she stared on us and 
knit her brows, as if sbestrove 
to call to mind something that 
ran to and fro in her memory; 
and X noted that, and for my 
partX trembled befbre her* But 
she spake at last: JMeseemetb 
as if there is a woman in the isle 
besides you three; some mis- 
doer that Xwas minded to pun/ 
isb.'Cellme,you f was there not 
anakedonewhocameinto this 
ball a while ago, one whom X 
threatened with pin in g?^H- 
tra, who was the boldest of us, 
bowed the knee before her, an d 
said: T^ay,our lady, since when 
do stranger women come nak/ 
ed into thine hall,and dare thee 
there? 
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JHX0 the witch:Yet have 
X an image of a naked 
woman standing down 
there before me; and if X have 
it in mineeye,sosbouldye.'Cell 
me therefore, and beware, for 
(He are not bidden to bold Our 
hand from you if <Ue take you 
in misdeeds. 

B f X quaked before, now 
much moreX quaked, till 
my legs well/nigb fail¬ 
ed me for fear; but Htra said: 
Great lady, this image will be¬ 
like beof that one whom awhile 
ago ye had stripped & tied to 
a pillar here, & tormentedwbile 
ye feasted. 

fftG lady looked on her 
t hard,andagain seemed 
striving to gather up 
the thrums of some memory, 
<&tben her face became smooth 
again, and she spake lightly: 
Hll that may well be; so do ye 
go about your due service, and 
trouble Our rest here no long/ 
er; for 5Ue love not to look on 
folkwbo benotwholly Our own 
to pine or to spare, to slay or 
let live, as 3Iewill;& CQte would 
that the winds and the waves 
wouldsendds some such now; 
for it is like to living all alone 
to have but such as you with 
as, and none to cower before 
as & entreat as of mercy* So 
begone, X bid you. 






B F) CIS for that time were we 
saved from the witch’s 
cruelty; but our time came 
before long. "Che days wore 
heavily, nor kept we count of 
them lest we should lose heart 
for the weariness of waiting, 
But on a day as we stood on 
the steps of the perron & serv/ 
ed my lady with dainties, of a 
hot afternoon, came two great 
white doves a/flylng,wbopltcb/ 
ed down right before our mis¬ 
tress’s feet; & each bad a gold 
ring about his nech, & a scroll 
tied thereto, & the witch bade 
us take the doves and take off 
the scrolls and give them unto 
her; & she looked on the gold 
rings which the doves bore, & 
for a moment on the scrolls, 
and then she said:T^akeye the 
doves & cherish them, lest Hie 
have need of them; take also 
the twoscrolls & keep them till 
to/morrow morning, and then 
give them Into Our bands.Hnd 
look ye to this, that If ye give 
them not unto Cls It will be trea/ 
son against Us, and Hie shall 
have a case against you,& your 
bodies will be Ours. 

H fjejsr she rose up slowly, 
and bade me to her that 
she might lean upon my 
shoulder & be helped upstairs, 
so slothful a beast as she was; 
and as we went up X heard her 
say softly to herself tHleary on 
It, now must X drink a sup of 
pz 


the Hlater of Might, thatXmay 
rem ember & do and desIre.Sut 
dear Is my sister, and without 
doubtsbe bathmatters of lm/ 
port to tell me by these doves. 
O when we were together 
alone X told the others 
hereof,andwe talkedlt o/ 
ver ;&they deemed the tidings 
III, even as X did; for we might 
not doubt but that the doves 
were a sending from the witch/ 
sister who dwelt at the Rouse 
under tbeHloodj&sorewemls/ 
doubted that they were sped 
to our mistress to tell her of 
thee, Birdalone, and maybap- 
pen of theQuest, so wise as we 
knew she was. Hs to the two 
scrolls, forsooth, they were o/ 
pen,&not sealed; but when we 
looked on them we could make 
nought of It; for though they 
were writ fairly in Latin script, 
so that we read them,yet of the 
words nowbltmlghtweunder/ 
stand, so we feared the worst. 
But what might we do? we had 
but two choices, either to cast 
ourselves Into the water, or a- 
bide what should befall ;&tbls 
last one we chose because of 
the hope of deliverance. 

H GrXJZ morning, there¬ 
fore, we came beforeour 

_mistress In the ball, & 

we found her pacing up and 
down before the dais; though 
her wont was at that hour to 
be sitting In her throne of gold 
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&ivory,lying bach on tbecusb/ 
Ions half asleep* 

fO Htra went up to her, 
& hnelt before her and 
-gave her the scrolls, & 
she looked on her grimly, and 
smiled evilly, and said: Kneel 
there yet; & ye others kneel al/ 
so.tiUXseewbatbefittetbyou. 
JPSo did we, and indeedXwas 
fain to kneel, forXmigbt scarce 
stand up for terror; and all of 
us, our hearts died within us. 
JdC the witch read those 
’ scrolls to herself,sitting 
[ in her throne, and spake 
not a long while; then she said: 
Come hither, & grovel before 
CTs, and hearken f JP Cven so 
we did; & she said again: Our 
sister, who hath been so kind 
un to you, & saved you from so 
many pains,here telleth tls,by 
the message of the two doves, 
that ye have betrayed Us and 
her, and have stolen her thrall 
and her Sending Boat, & sent 
heran errand for Our destruc¬ 
tion ; and therewith she deliv¬ 
ered you into Our hands, and 
ye are Ours henceforward; nor 
is it to be thought that ye may 
escape Us.]Now,for your trea/ 
son, some would slay you out/ 
right here & now, but me will 
be merciful, and let you live, & 
do no more than chastise you 
sharply now; and thereafter 
shall ye be Our very thralls to 
do as me will with: thereafter, 
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that is to say, when they whom 
ye have sent Our sister's thrall 
to fetch have come hither (as 
belikeXmay scarce stay them), 
& X have foiled them and used 
them, & sent them away emp¬ 
ty. Now X tell you, that mean¬ 
while of their coming shall ye 
suffer such things as me will; 
<&wben they behereme willnot 
forbid you to be anigb them; 
butmeshallsee that therewill 
be little joy toyou intbatnigh/ 
ness.Yea,ye shall knownow to 
what market ye have brought 
your wares, and what the price 
of treason is therein. 

leRXCY then we suf- 
* fiered at her hand what 
she would, whereof it 
would shame me to tell more 
as at this present; and there¬ 
after did she chain us to those 
three pillars of the ball where¬ 
as ye found us chained; and we 
were fed as dogs be, and serv¬ 
ed as dogs, but we endured all 
for the sak e of hope; and when 
we durst, & deemed the witch 
wou Id not bear us,we spake to/ 
getber and enbeartened each 
other. 

JCTC O]^ the fourth day 
of our torment came the 
witch to us,&gave us to 
drink a certain red water from 
out of a leaden flasket; & when 
X drank X deemed it was poi¬ 
son, and was glad, if gladn ess 
might be in me at such a tide; 








& when! had drun k Xfclt an icy 
chill go through all my body, 
andall things swam before my 
eyes, & deadly sickness came 
over me. But that passed away 
from me presently, and X felt 
helpless andyet not feeble; all 
sounds beardXclearer than ever 
yet in my life; also X saw the 
hall, every arch and pillar and 
fret, & the gleam on the pave¬ 
ment from the bright sun that 
mightnot enter; and the witch 
X saw walking up and down the 
hall by the dais; but my sis¬ 
ters X saw not when X looked 
across to their pillars. More¬ 
over, X might not see myself 
when Xreached out my hand or 
my foot,thougbXsaw the chain 
which made my ankle fast to 
the pillar; & withal, when X set 
my bandon my face,orany oth/ 
er part of my body,or what else 
Xmight touch,! felt there what 
X looked to feel,were it flesh or 
linen,or the cold iron of my fet/ 
ter, or the polished face of the 
marble pillar, 

?OSl X knew scarce if X 
\ were alive or dead, or if 

_f X were but beginning to 

be dead; but there came upon 
me the desire of life,&Xstrove 
to cry out to the sisters, but 
though X formed the words in 
my mouth, and did with my 
throat as when on e cries out a/ 
loud, yet no sound of a voice 
came from me, and more help/ 
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less did X feel than erst. 

ICTC even therewithXsaw 
the witch come toward 
I me,and therewith allmy 
body felt such fear of her that 
X knew X was not dead. 'Chen 
she came before me & said: O 
shadow of a thrall, whom none 
can see but them unto whom 
wisdom hath given eyes to see 
wonders withal,now baveXtid/ 
ings for thee and tby sisters, 
to wit, that your lovers & seek/ 
ers are at hand; and presently X 
shall bring them into this hall, 
and they shall be so nigh unto 
you that ye might touch them 
if X did not forbid it; but they 
shall not seeyou,but shall won/ 
der where X have bidden you, 
& shall go seeking you to/day 
and many days, and shall find 
you not at alt. So make ye the 
most of the sight of them, for 
in them henceforward ye have 
no other part or lot. 

ffi€R€HlXCF>sbespat 
out at me, & went over 
to my sisters, and said 
words of like import to those 
which she bad said unto me. 
Hnd presently sbewent out of 
the ball; and not long after¬ 
wards! beard voices speaking 
on the perron, & knew one for 
the voice of the witch, and the 
other for the voice of my lord 
Baudoin; and then again wore 
a little while, & X saw the witch 
come through the great door 
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of the ball leading Sir Hrtbur 
by the hand, as if she were bis 
dear friend, and Baudoin and 
f>ugb,my man,following them. 
Hnd the said witch was clad full 
fair, and had laid by her sloth 
& stupid pride,as meseemed; 
& her limbs were grown round/ 
erandsleeker,&hcr shin fairer, 
so that to them that knew her 
not she might well seem to be 
a goodly woman. 

Otd they sat to meat as 
my man hath told you, & 
then departed from the 
ball, &tbewitcbalso.Butaf ter 
awhile she came back again & 
loosed us, and grimly bade us 
go with her, & needs must we, 
though we could not so much 
as see our own feet upon the 
floor. Hnd she set us to tasks 
about the house, and stood by 
while wetoiledforber,&mock/ 
ed us not without stripes, and 
in all way s was as rough & cru/ 
el and hard with us as she had 
been smooth and debonair to 
our lords; but afternoon she 
brought us back & chained us 
to our pillars again. Hnd when 
the evening came&tbe banquet 
was,it was we who were the un/ 
seen players of the string/play; 
& we might play no other mel/ 
ody than what the witch bade 
us; else belike, could we have 
held converse, we might have 
played such tunes as would 
have smitten the hearts of our 
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loves,&told them that we were 
anigh. Co make a short story 
of it, thus did she day by day,& 
no comfort or converse might 
we sisters have of each other, 
or of aught else save the sight 
of our beloved ones, & a glim/ 
mer of hope therewith. Hnd, 
forsooth, for as grievously as 
my heart was wrung by the 
yearning of me for my love,yet 
was it a joy unto me to think 
thathewenttheredesiringme, 
& that! whom be desired was 
not the poor wretched creature 
chained there in hernakedness, 
with her body spoiled by tor¬ 
ment and misery, but the glad 
maiden whom be had so often 
called fair and lovesome. 

B O passed the days,&at 
last hope bad grown so 
pale & wan, that 0 be wag 
no more to be seen by us than 
we were by our lords; and now 
it seemed tome that death was 
coming, so feeble & wretched 
asXgrew* But the witch would 
not let us die,but sustained us 
from time to time with some 
little draughts of a witcb/drink 
that revived us. 

O wore the time till that 
evening, when came hope 
together with the fulfil¬ 
ment of hope, so that one min/ 
ute we durst hope for deliver¬ 
ance, and the next we were de¬ 
livered. 
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jjg^s&ORis there more to tell. 
Bill &u*dalone, 111 V dear, save 
Mss® that we came safety to 
the Xsle of the Young" and the 
Old in the full moming/tide; 
and as our ferry drew nigh the 
green shore, there were the two 
younglings whereof thou didst 
tell us awaiting our landing, 
and when we stepped ashore 
they came to us bearing cakes 
and fruit In a fair basket, and' 
they made much of us and we 
of them* Hnd so we came to 
the old man, who was exceed¬ 
ing fain of us, and grand and 
courteous,tlllbe becameallttle 
drunk, and then he was some¬ 
what over/kind to us women* 
Nevertheless, there In that plea/ 
sant Isle we rested us for three 
days, that we might somewhat 
calm and refresh our spirits 
with what was small & of little 
account. Hnd when we depart/ 
ed, the old man followed us 
down tothestrand, & lamented 
our departure, as be bad done 
with our lords erewbile; only 
this time yet greater was bis 
lam entatlon,& needs must we 
klssblm,eachoneofus,ornev/ 
erhadhe been done.So be turn/ 
ed up landward, bewailing the 
miss of us, but presently, be¬ 
fore we bad seen the last of him, 
was cheerful again & singing* 
[O we went on our way; 
& we also, we maidens, 
'In our turn, saw those 



woful Images of the Xsle of 
| Queens and the Xsle of Kings; 
and we came to tbeXsle of No/ 
thing, and abode warily by our 
ferry, and so came away safe, 

, & thus, as thou wottest,borne 
to the castle to bear evil tid¬ 
ings of thee* N^ w this all 
my tale. 

JXRDHkON^ sat shyly 
and hushed when all was 
; done; & then all they did 
somewhatto comfort her, each 
after their own fashion;&now 
sorrow for the slain man was 
made softer and sweeter for 
them, whereas they had to lose 
not two fellows, but one only. 
Yet, despite of all, trouble and 
care was on Btrdalone's soul 
betwixt the joy of loving & be/ 
Ing beloved, and the pain and 
fear of robbing a friend of her 
love.f or Htra's face, which she 
might not bate, & scarce might 
love, was a threat to her day by 
day. 

ChapterXf.Btrdaloneandtbe 
Black Squire talk together In 
the Rail of the Castled & 

|O<0 within a few 
days was tbebo/ 
dy of Baudoln 
laid in earth in 
the chapel of the 


castle; and In the 
solemn est of fashions was 
the burial done. ?Hben it was 
over, the two knights and Sir 
Hymeris turned them heartily 
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to dightlng the war against 
the Red hold, and less than a 
month thereafter was the host/ 
Ingat the Castle of the Quest, 
and if the host were not very 
many (for it went not above 
sixteen hundreds of men all 
told), yet the men were of the 
choicest, both of knights and 
sergeants and archers* Chere 
then they held a mote without 
the castle,whereas Hrthur the 
Black Squire was chosen for 
captain, andin three days they 
were to depart for the Red 
hold* 

* Om ChXS while Bird- 
alone had seen but lit¬ 
tle of Hrthur, who was 
ever busy about many matters, 
& never had she had any privy 
talk with him, though sore she 
longed for it; yet indeedit was 
more by her will than his that 
soitwas*Butwhen it was come 
to the very last day before the 
departure, she said that she 
must needs see him before he 
went, and he perchance never 
to come back again* So when 
men were quiet after dinner 
sbewentinto tbeball&found 
him there, pacing up and down 
the floor, for indeed she had 
sent a word to him by Leonard 
the priest that he should be 
there. 

Osbewentuptobim,and 
all simply she took him 
by the band and led him 
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into a sbot/window & set him 
down by her; and be, all trem¬ 
bling for love and fear of her, 
might not forbear, but kissed 
her face and her mouth many 
times; and she grew as hot as 
fire, and somewhat she wept* 

H R6N she spake after a 
while: Dear friend, X had 
it in my mind to say to 
thee many things that me- 
seems were sage, but now nei¬ 
ther will the thoughtof them 
come into my mind, nor the 
words into my mouth* Hnd 
this is a short hour Jf Hnd 
therewith she fell to kissing 
him,tillhewas wellmigb beside 
himself betwixt desire and joy 
and the grief of departure, and 
the hardness of the case* 
SfpsSCXC at last she forbore 

wlisii an< * : *t not be 

when thou art gone to¬ 
morrow as it was when ye were 
away upon the Quest, &I kn ew 
not bow to bear myself, so 
heavy lay all the world and its 
doings and its fashion upon 
me? j&lt will be bard to me, 
be said; evil and grim will be 
the daysj^Sbesaid: Hnd yet, 
even now in these last days, 
when X see thee oft, every day 
my soulis worn with grief, and 
X know not what to do with 
myself j^X shall come back, 
he said, and bear my love with 
me, & then belikewesballseek 
someremedy^Sbe was silent 




a while, & then she said: JMeam 
while of thy coming, and X see 
thee not at all for many days, 
how will it be with my grief 
then ? jfi?Quotb he: JMore than 
enough of grief no soul may 
bear; for either death comes, 
or else some dullness of the 
pain, and then by little & little 
the pain wearetb JP 'Chen she 
said: Hnd bow would it be if 
thou come not back and X see 
thee never again, or if when 
thou come back thou find me 
not, for that X be either dead 
or goneaway out of thy reach ? 

said: X know not bow it 
would be. ?Hben thou sayest 
thou shalt die,dost thou wboh 
ly believe it in thy sense or 
thy body otherwise than Roly 
Church would? JP\ will tell 
thee, she said, that now X am 
sitting by thee and seeing thy 
face & bearing thy voice, it is 
that only> which! believe in; for 
Xmay think of nought else of 
either grief or joy. Tea, when X 
wept e'en now, it was not for 
sorrow that X wept, but for X 
cannot rightly tell what 
Hnd she took bis band& look * 
ed fondly upon him. 

fflCTC presently she look/ 
ed on his band, & said: 
Hnd now meseemeth 
that we twain are grown to be 
such close friends that X may 
ask thee what X will, and thou 
be neither angry, nor wonder 



thereat. Xsee on thy finger here 
the ring that X brought with 
me from the Xsleof Increase, 
&which thereafter thou hadst 
of me when X gave thee back 
also the shoon which were lent 
unto me. "Cell me bow thou 
hadst it back from Htra, as X 
suppose thou gavest it unto 
her. But bow now f art thou 
angry ?forXsee the bloodcome 
up in thy facejS?]Say, beloved, 
said be, X am not angry, but 
wbenso X bear of Htra, or thin k 
of her closely, shame comes 
on me and confusion, & may¬ 
be fear. But now will! answer 
thee, for even in those hours 
which we wore on the Xsle of 
the Toung & the Old, when all 
weshould have been so happy 
together, she divined some- 
whatof my case,or indeed,why 
do X not say it out, all there¬ 
of. Hnd she spake to me such 
words (for she is both tender 
and wise and strong of heart) 
that X cowered before her and 
her grief and pain; & she gave 
me back the said ring, which 
forsooth X gave to her in the 
Sending Boat in the first hour 
that the Xsleof Increase lay a/ 
stem of us. Hnd X wear it now 
as a token of my grief for her 
grief. See now, love, since X 
have answered thee this ques¬ 
tion without anger or amaze, 
thou needest not fear to ask 
me any other; for this of all 

217 


Part V. Che 
Cale of the 
Quest’s 
ending 




part V. Che 
Cale of the 
Quest's 
ending 




things lies closest to my heart. 
JlRDHCOjSe drooped 
her head,an d shespake 
in a low voice: Co nowf 
the shadow of parting and 
the shadow of death could not 
come between our presen t joy; 
but this shadow of the third 
one cometh between us and is 
presen t between us. Sloe's m ef 
bow little did X think of this 
when thou wert away and! was 
sick of longing for the sight 
of thee, and deemed that that 
would heal it all. 

]€ spake not, but took 
her hand and held it; 

I and presently she look# 
ed up again and said: Chou art 
good, and wilt not be angry if X 
ask thee something else; this 
it is: Slby wert thou so grim 
with me that other day when 
ye found me in that evil plight 
in tow of the Red Cyrant, so 
that X deemed that thou of 
all others badst cast me off? 
Chat was worse tome than the 
witch's stripes, &Xkept think# 
mg to myself: Row simple was 
my trouble once, and now bow 
tan gled and weary 1 

ffieFT RejMXGRCnot 
, refrain him, but threw 
himself upon her, and 
clipped her and kissed her all 
be might, and she felt alt the 
sweetness of love, and tacked 
nought of kindness and love 
to him. Hnd thereafter they 
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sat still awhile, and he said, as 
if her question bad but that 
moment left her lips:Chis, for# 
sooth, was the cause that X 
looked grim on thee: first, that 
from the time X first saw thee 
and beard thy tale, and of thy 
deeds, X had deemed thee wise 
above the wisdom of women. 
But this going forth of thee 
to the Black Valley, whereof 
came the slaying of Baudoin, 
seemed unto me a mere folly, 
till again X had heard thy tale 
of that also; and then the tale 
and thy speech overcame me. 
Bu t again, though! was griev# 
ed and disappointed bereat, 
belike that bad passed from 
me speedily, but then there 
was this also which would not 
let my soul rest, to wit, that X 
feared concerning that slain 
knight whose bead the Red 
One bad hung about thy neck; 
for bow else,methought,might 
be have been so wroth with him 


and thee; & meseemed,more¬ 
over, that thou wert kind in 
thine heart to the dead man, 
even when we were come to 
thee; and then, seest thou, my 
desire fbr thee & the trouble of 
Baudoin's slay ing,& the black 
trouble aforesaid. Co now,! 
have told thee this, ttlben wilt 
thou cease to be angry witbme ? 
RB said: X ceased to be 
grieved with thine anger 
when thine anger died; 









yet strange, meseemetb, that 
thou sbouldsttrustmesotit/ 
tie when tbou lovest me so 
mucbt 

^JNT) sbe leaned against 
him and caressed bim 
gently, andagain was be 
at pom t to take ber in bis arms, 
when lot tbe sound of men 
coming unto tbe screen of tbe 
ball; so then those two stood 
f upandwenttomeet them, and 
ftbere was tbe speech of their 
sundering done. Yet belike for 
a little while both those twain 
were happy. 

,4*Chapter XXX. Che Knights 
and their fellows betake them 
to tbe assaulting of tbe Red 
Rold^St^ 

"CRC morrow, 
when tbeday was 
yet young, tbe 
knights wererea/ 
dy for departure, 
fit in tbe very gate 
i they bade farewell to tbe ladies, 
rwho kissed them kindly one 
and all, and Viridis wept sore; 
and Htra constrained herself 
to do even as tbe others did; 
but pale sbe was and quaking 
when sbe kissed Hrtbur and 
watched bim get a/borseback. 
JCTC tbe knights bade 
their ladies be of good 
cheer, for that they 
would send them tidings of 
bow they sped every seven 
days at least, whereas it was 




no long way thence to tbe Red part V. Cbe 

r>old,save there were battle on Cale of tbe 

tbe road, fit they deemed tbeir Quest’s 

host which should beset tbe Snding 

fiold would be enough to clear 

all tbe ways behind it. for that 

sam e cause withal they bad Sir 

Hymeriswitb them, nor left a 

manymen behind them, fit they 

under tbe ru le of three squires, 

whereof two were but young, 

and the third, who was made 

tbe captain of tbe castle, was 

an old fit wise man of war, who 

bad to name Geoffrey of Jvea. 

Cbere, withal, was tbe priest 
Sir Leonard, who went about 
nowmucb bushed fit abashed, 
fit seemed to fear to give a word 
to Birdalone; albeit s be deem - 
edof bim that bis thoughts of 
her were tbe same as erst they 
bad been. 

H O now when tbe knights 
were departed, fit all tbe 
host was gone out of 
sight, it was heavy ttmeindeed 
in tbe Castle of tbe Quest till 
they should bear tidings of 
them again. Both Hurea and 
Htra keptmucb totbemselves, 
fit did X know not what to wear 
away the time; for now it was 
not to be looked for that they 
should venture out/a/gates. 

But as for Vtridis, sbe waxed 
of better cheer after a while, 
but whatever betid sbe would 
notsunder herself from Bird/ 
alone; nay, not for an hour; fii 
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Birdalone took all her 
ness kindly, though forsooth 
it was somewhat of a pain unto 
her; it shall be told wherefore 
ere long. 

pXf>HJv,as if to wear 
the time, Birdalone 
■ betook her diligently 
to her needlework, and fell to 
the cunningest of broidery; so 
that Viridis & the others won/ 
deredatber,fbrwben they were 
done it seemed in deed that the 
flowers and creatures & knots 
had grown of themselves up/ 
on the cloth, such wondrous 
work it was. 

lOReOVeR, to bis 
great joy, the very flrs t 
' day of the departure of 
the host she called Sir Leon¬ 
ard unto her,and prayed to go 
on again with the learning her 
fair scribe/craft; and therein 
also was she diligent hours of 
every day; and Viridis would 
sitbeside berwonderingat the 
deftness of her fingers, and 
crying out for joy as the page 
grew fair& well/leamed under 
them. 

fRdS wore a week, and 
1 at the end thereof came 
'a messenger from the 
host and told bow they had 
come before the Red Fjoldand 
bad summoned them thereof 
to yield, which they bad utter/ 
ly denied to do, but defied the 
host; wherefore the host bad 



now beset the fiold, and more 
folk were daily flocking unto 
them; but that the said fiold 
would be hard to win by plain 
assault, whereas it was both 
strong and well/manned; but 
few of the host bad been slain 
or hurt as yet, and of the chief/ 
tains not one. 

■ IGfVC glad were they 
of the castle because of 
these tidings; though, 
forsooth, the men /at/arms 
knewwellenougbtbatthetime 
would soon come when some 
fierce assault would be made, 
and then, forsooth, would be 
sore perilof lifeand limb unto 
the chieftains. 

Chapter XIII. Birdalone be¬ 
thinks bertofulfilthepromise 
made unto Htra & & 

jeniTmoReH 
jwcek,<&once more 
] came the messen/ 
ger, and did them 
of the castle to 
| wit that there had 
>een nought more done at the 
RedRoldjSaveskirmisbingat 
the barriers, wherein few were 
hurt on either side; and also 
that the engines for battering 
the walls were now well/nigh 
all digbt,and they would begin 
to play upon the f>otd, and in 
especial one which bight CClall / 
i wolf, which bad been set up 
by the crafts of Green ford. 






















B ins rXOXN<3Salso 
was deemed good by 
alt, save it might be by 
Htra, who, as Birdalon e deem - 
ed, pined & fretted herself at 
the delay, and would fain that, 
one way or other, all were over. 
Htra spake but little to Bird- 
alone, but watched her closely 
now;oftwouldsbegazeonber 
wistfully, as if she would that 
Birdalone would speak unto 
her; andBirdalonenoted that, 
but she might not pluck up 
heart thereto. 

(ORB a third week, & 
again came the mes- 
'senger, and told how 
three days ago, whenas Klall- 
wolf had sorely battered one 
of the great towers which higbt 
the poison/Jar, & overthrown 
a pan of the wall there beside, 
they bad tried an assault on 
the breach, and bard had been 
the battle there, and in the end, 
after fierce give & tak e, they of 
the fiold had done so valiant¬ 
ly that they bad thrust back 
the assailants, and that in the 
hottest brun t tbeBlackSquire 
bad been hurt in the shoulder 



by a spear/thrust,but not very 
grievously; but withal that be 
sent, in so many words, for¬ 
bidding the ladies to make any 
account of so small a matter, 
Hnd,quoth the sergeant,most 
like my lord will wear bis ar¬ 
mour in four days* time; al¬ 



so now we have reared anoth¬ 
er great slinger, which we call 
S tone/f retter, andsoon, with/ 
out doubt, we shall be stand¬ 
ing victorious within that den 
ofthieves. 

■ OKI though these tid¬ 
ings were not so alto¬ 
gether ill, yet were those 
ladies sore troubled thereby 
especially Htra, who swooned 
outright when she bad heard 
the last word thereof. 

)S fOR Birdalone, she 
made as little sem¬ 
blance of her trouble 
as she might, but when all was 
quiet again she went to find 
Viridis, and brought her to her 
Cham ber and spake to her, say / 
ing: Viridis, my sister, thou 
hast been piteous kind unto 
me from the first minute that 
thou sawest me naked & help/ 
less, andfleeing from evilunto 
worse evil; nowise migbtest 
thou have done better by me 
hadst thou been verily my sis/ 
ter of blood; & X know it that 
thou wouldst be loth to part 
from me. 

jXRXDXSweptandsaid: 
Klby dost thou speak 
of parting from me, 
when thou knowest it would 
break my heart? 

jHXD Birdalone :Co say it 
as short as may be, be- 
I cause the parting must 
now come to pass J$t Viridis 
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waxed pale and then red, & she 
stamped her foot and said: It 
is unkind of thee to grieve me 
thus, and thou doest wrong 
herein. 


GHRKGJH, dear sister, 
jjlhrjijm said Birdalone: thou 
PKX-m knowest, for thou thy/ 
self wast the first to tell me 
thereof, tbatX am the supplant/ 
er in our fellowship,and that! 
have un don eHtra’o hope.Chis 
Xdid not of mine own will, but 
it came unto me; yet of mine 
own will X can do the best X 
may to amend it; & this is the 
best,tbatXdepart hence before 
the Red Bold is taken and my 
lords come back; for if they 
come back and X see my lord 
Hrtbur, so fair and beauteous 
as be is, before me, never shall 
X be able to go away from him, 
Hnd lo thou, X have promised 
Htra by all the kindness she 
did me when we were come to 
the bailing Cower, & X naked 
and quaking & half/dead with 
terror, that if occasion served 
X would do my utmost to help 
her, even if it were to my own 
grief. JSow behold this that 
now is, is the occasion, & there 
will not be another; for when 
my love comes home hither & 
beholdetb me,think thou bow 
all the desire which has been ga/ 
tbering in his heart this while 
will blossom & break forth to/ 
wardme;&maybappen he will 
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make but little semblance of it 
before other folk, for proud & 
high of heart is be; but he will 
seek occasion to find m e alone, 
and then shall X be with him 
as the lark in the talons of the 
sparrow/bawk, and be will do 
his pleasure of me, and that 
with all the good/will of my 
heart. Hnd then shall X be for¬ 
sworn to Htra, & she will bate 
me, as now she doth not, and 
then is all the fellowship riv¬ 
en, and that by my deed. 

IGC was Viridis wrath, 

, & she said: JVleseemetb 
this is fool's talk, dill 
not the fellowship be all the 
more riven if thou depart and 
we see thee no more? 

|T*HY, said Birdalone; 
for whenXam gone thy 
love shall be nolessfor 
m e, though as now thou art an/ 
gry; and Htra will love me for 
thatXsballbave held to my pro/ 
mise to mine own scathe; and 
thy man and Hurea will lay it to 
me that X have done valiant¬ 
ly and knightly. Hnd Hrthur, 
how can be choose but love me; 
and maybe we shall yet meet 
again. 

jT'fD therewithal she 
did at last bow down 
her bead and fall to 




weeping, & Viridis was moved 
by her tears and fell to kissing 
and caressing her. 







ifCeR a little Birda- 
lone lifted up her head 
& spake again: JMore- 
over, how can X dare to abide 
him? didst thou not see how 
grim he was to me when they 
delivered me and brought me 
back ? and he with his own lips 
told me so much, that it was 
because he doubted thatX had 
done amiss; and now if Xdo a- 
miss again, even if it be at his 
bidding, will it not be so that 
he will speedily weary of me,& 
curse me & cast me off? Hlhat 
sayest thou, Viridis mine ? 

^RHCis tosay,saidVu 
ridis, save that thou 
‘hast broken my heart? 
But thou mayst heal it if thou 
wilt take thy words back, and 
tell me that thou wilt not sun/ 
der thee from us, 

ftlC Birdalone brake out 
weeping and lamenting 
[aloud, and she criedout: 
|^ay, nay, it may not be;Xmust 
depart, andHtra hath smitten 
me amidst of my friends 
Hnd Viridis knew not what to 
say or to do, 

B t last cameBirdalone to 
herself again, and she 
looked sweetly on Virt- 
dis and smiled on her from out 
her tears, & said: "Chou seest, 
sister, how little a loss thou 
wilt have of me, a mere wild wo/ 
man.Hndnownoughtavaileth 
eithermeortheebutXmustbe/ 



gone, & that speedily, Cet it be 
to/morrow then. Hnd when the 
messenger comes at the end 
of this week,send word by him 
of what X have done; and look 
thou to it but both our lords 
will praise me for the deed. 

H HXD Viridis: But wbith/ 
er wilt thou, or what wilt 
thou do? j0 'Co Green- 
ford first, said Birdalone, and 
after whither the Good Cord 
shall lead me; and as for what 
X will do,X am now deft in two 
crafts, script and broidery to 
wit; and,wberesoeverXbe,folk 
shall pay me to work herein for 
them, whereby X shall earn my 
bread. Rear ken also,my sister, 
canst thou give me any deal of 
money ? for though X wot lit¬ 
tle of such matters, yet X wot 
thatXshallneed thesame.Hnd 
Xask this whereas, as e’en now 
X said, X deem our lords shall 
praise my deed, & that, there¬ 
fore, they would not that X 
should depart hence asan out/ 
cast, wherefore they shall not 
begrudge it to me. JVIoreover, 
for the same causeXwou Id thee 
speak to the old squire Geof¬ 
frey of Cea, and tell him that 
I have an errand to Greenford, 
and crave of him that he lend 
me one of the two younglings, 
Hrnold or Hnselm, and two or 
threemen/at/arms to bring me 
safely thither; since now, for¬ 
sooth, X need no more adven- 
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tures on the road. 

!>G smiled as she spake; 
& now all the passion of 
anguish seemed to have 


left her for that while; but Vi/ 
ridis cast her arms about her 
neck & wept upon her bosom, 
and said: Sloe’s met for X see 
that thou wilt go whatsoever 
Xmay say or do; Xstrove to be 
angry with thee, but X might 
not,&nowXsee thatthou con/ 
strainest me as thou dost all 
else.Xwill go now straightway 
and do thine errand. 

B fidS then they part¬ 
ed for that time; but it 
was not till the day af¬ 
ter the morrow thatBirdalone 
was alboun.Viridis told of her 
departure both to Hurea and 
Htra; & Hurea lamented it,but 
would not do aught to stay her; 
for she was waxen weary and 
listless since the death of her 
man.Hs forHtra,she spake but 
little concerning it, but to Vi- 
ridis praised Birdalone’s vali/ 
ance& kindness. Yet unto her/ 
self she said: Verily she under/ 
stood my word thatXspake to 
her about the occasion of her 
helping* Yet woe’s met for she 
shall carry his love with her 
whithersoever she wendeth;& 
a happy woman is she. 

CTCwhen Geoffrey the 
squire knew that the la/ 
dies, all three, were at 




one with Birdalone as to her 


departure, he doubted noth¬ 
in g, but badeHmold, his mate, 
take four good men with him, 
and bring the Lady Birdalone 
unto Green ford & do her bid¬ 
ding there. Hlbeit, he deemed 
no less but they would bring 
her back again, 

ChapterXXV.Birdalone leaves 
the Castle of t he Quest && 
"CRG morrow 
momthen,Bird/ 
alone spake fare/ 
well both to Hu/ 
rea & Htra; but 
as for Viridis, 
she sent her word that she had 
no heart thereto, and yet she 
sen t her a word of comfort, to 
wit, that she deemed that they 
would one day meet again, Hu/ 
rea,in her parting words,part 
praised her, part chid her; say/ 
ing that she did well and kind/ 
ly and valiantly, as her wont 
was. Yet, said she, when all is 
said, thou mightest haveabid/ 
edtbis tangle & trouble,which 
at the worst had not been so 
evil as death between us jfi? 
Yea,sister, saidBirdalone, but 
5 might not death have come of 
my abiding? 

UpS she spake,in cameHtra, 
-™ with her head somewhat 
drooped, meek & hum¬ 
ble, her cheeks red, her hands 
trembling; and she said: 3ttilt 
thou takenow my word of fare/ 
well and blessing,and the kiss 

















of peace betwixt us, and bear 
away the memory of our kind¬ 
ness together? 

■ XRDHCOfJB stood up 
proud & straight, and 
was somewhat pale as 
she suffered Htra to hiss her 
cheehs and mouth, and said: 
J^ow hast thou forgiven me 
that weird dragged me in be¬ 
twixt thy love & thy goodbap; 
and X have forgiven thee that X 
am led away by weird into the 
waste and the wilderness of 
love.farewell^Cberewitb she 
went herway to the gate, & the 
others followed her not. 

XCfiOOC abode her 
Hrnold and the four 
men/at/arms,andher 
palf rey&a sumpter/borse bear/ 
mg two goodly cofFers,where/ 
in Viridis bad let load raiment 
and other havings for her; and 



Hrnold came up to her smil¬ 
ing, and said: JYIy lady Viridis 
bath given me a pouch where¬ 
in is money to bear for thee to 
0reenford& handover to thee 
there when we be safe; and she 
bath bidden metobeinallwise 
obedient unto tbee,lady, which 
needed not, whereas nowand 
from henceforth am X by mine 
own will thy very servant to do 
thy pleasure always and every/ 
where. 

B fj0 thanked him and 
smiled on him kindly, 
so that bis heart beat 
fast for Joy and love of her; 
and therewith she gat into the 
saddle & they rode their ways 
together, and Birdalone look/ 
ed back never till the Castle of 
the Quest was shut from their 
eyes by the nesses of the little 
hills. 


Here ends the fifth part of the Water of the Won¬ 
drous Isles, which is called “Che Cale of the Quest's 
Snding, and begins the Sixth part of the said tale, 
which is called TThe Days of Hbsence^^ 
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tne aiHcea Of cbb mo^oRoas xslbse^sss^] 
cbb sxxcb phrc: cbb Djresof hbsbncs,4*,4* 

Chapter X . Birdalone rides to feeble of body, made much of 
Green ford & there tabes leave Birdalone and her folh,& was 
of Arnold and his Men^t^ glad of them when he knew 

B tbat they had the seal and let- 

pass of (3 eoffrey of Cea; where/ 

drink, and lodged them in his 
own house, andmade them the; 

men/at/arms, with no tale but 
that such was her will; & 
ding farewell to the saidHr- 
nold, she suffered him to kiss 
her hands, and gave him a ring 
CB6 ROHD CO GR66ff- from off her finger, so that be 
f ORD nought befell to teltof; went on bis way rejoicing, 
they came thither when the sun S|||§fTO soon as she saw him 
was at point to set, for they H and his men well on the 
had ridden diligently all day. /tM^ road. she went to the 

8 S they rode the streets old man, the vice/ruler of the 
of the good town,they town, who was of the alder- 
noted of them, that men thereof, and did him to 
though itwas evening,where- wit that she would wage two 
in folk do much disport them or three carles who could deal 
abroad, there were women and with horses and beasts, and 
children enough in the streets withal handle weapons if need 
orstandingat their doors, but were, to be both as servants & 
of carles very few, and they for guards for her, as she had er- 
tbe more part grey/heads. rands in that country/stde, & 

B O®l did Arnold bring belike might well have to go 
Birdalone to the town from town to town thereabout. 
ha(l,wberemyetsattbe Betook her asking kindly, but 
deputy of the burgrave, who said itwas none so easy to find 
himself was in the leaguer at men who for any wage would 
the Red Bold; this man, who farefortbof ©reenfordat that 


stour, whereas well/nigb all 


































their fighting/men were lying 
before the Red fjold as now. 
Rowsoever, ere noontide he 
brought before her a man of 
over three score, but yet way/ 
worthy, and two stout young 
men, his sons, fit told her that 
these men were trusty fit would 
go with her to the world’s end 
if need were. 

B RG 'COOK these men 
readily, fit agreed with 
them for a good wage; 
and whereas each one had bow 
and arrows and short sword, 
she bad but to buy for them 
jacks, sallets, and bucklers, 
and they were well armed as 
for their condition. Withal she 
bought them three good hor¬ 
ses & another sumpter/borse; 
which last was loaded with sun/ 
dry wares that she deemed that 
she needed, and with victual. 
Chen she took leave of the al/ 
derman, thanking him much 
for his good/will, fit so depart/ 
ed from Greenford at all ad¬ 
venture, when the day was yet 
young. 

H RS alderman had asked 
her whither away, fit she 
bad told him that she 
was boun for JMostwyke first, 
fit thereafter for SbifFord/on/ 
the/Strand; whereas she bad 
heard talk of these two towns 
as being on one and the same 
highway, fit JMostwyhe about 
a score of miles from Green- 
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ford; but when she was well part VI. Che 
out/a/gates she came toa little Days of Ab¬ 
road on the right hand which sence 
turned clean away from JVIost- 
wyke, and she took the said 
road; fit when she had followed 
it some three miles, she asked 
the old carle whither it led. Re 
looked on her fit smiled some¬ 
what, and she on btm in turn; 
and she said: bonder not, my 
friend, that X am not clear a- 
bout my ways, for X shall tell 
the sooth that X am a damsel 
adventurous,fitam but seeking 
some place where X may dwell 
and earn my livelihood till bet/ 
ter days come; and this is the 
whole truth, fit thou sbalt know 
it at once, to wit, that X am in¬ 
deed fleeing, and were fain to 
hide the footsteps of m e,andX 
bid you three to help me there/ 
in. But ye must know tbatXam 
fleeing, not from my foes, but 
from my friends; fit, if ye will, 
as we go by the way, X will tell 
you all the story of me, and we 
will be friends while we are to/ 
getber,y ea, and thereafter if it 
may be. 

■ OKI she said this be¬ 
cause she had looked 

_carefully on these men, 

and herseemed that they were 
good men and true, fit not dull 
of wit. forsooth the old man, 
who bight Gerard of tbeClee, 
wasno weakling,fitwasnougbt 
loathly to look on, and his two 
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sons were goodly and great of 
fashion, clear/eyed, and well- 
carven of visage; they bight 
Robert and Giles. 

OSI spake old Gerard: 
kady,Itbank thee heart/ 
ily of thy much grace un/ 
to me; now would I get off my 
nag& kneel to thee in the high/ 
way therefor,bu t thatlsee that 
thou wert fain to make as much 
way as may be to/day; where¬ 
fore, by thy leave, I will tarry 
my bomaging till we rest our 
horses by the wayside She 

laughed,and praised bis wis¬ 
dom; and the young men look/ 
ed on her and worshipped her 
in their hearts, forsooth, the 
fellowship of these good and 
true folk was soft and sweet 
to her, and soothed the trou¬ 
ble of her spirit. Hnd she en¬ 
forced herself to talk cbeerf u 1/ 
ly with them, and asked them 
many things, & learned much 
ofthem. 

H Clt now went on Ger¬ 
ard to say: J^ady, if thou 
wilt bide thy ways from 
whomsoever it may be, thou 
bast happened on no ill way; 
for though this road be good to 
ride, it is but a byway through 
the sbeep/walks that folk may 
drive their wains hereby in the 
wet season of winter&spring; 
& for agreat way we shall come 
to but little save the cots of the 
sheep/carles; scarce a hamlet or 
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two for the space of two days' 
riding;& on the third day a lit/ 
tie town, bight dpham, where 
are but few folk save at the mid/ 
summer wool/fair,which is now 
gone by. 

■ 0<H there is a highway 
cometh into this road 
from out of the tilled 
country & Hpplebam, a good 
town, and goetb through it to¬ 
ward the tillage, and the City 
of the Bridges and the liber¬ 
ties thereof; and all the land 
is much builded & plentiful; 
but, if thou wilt, we wilt not 
take either highway, but wend 
over the down land which lietb 
north/east of Clpbain, and 
though it be roadless, yet is 
it not ill/going, and I know it 
well and its watering/places, 
little dales and waters therein 
all running nortb/east,where¬ 
in be certain little thorps here 
and there, which shall refresh 
us mightily. Over that down- 
land we may wend a four days, 
and then the land will swell up 
high, and from the end of that 
high land we shall behold be¬ 
low usafair tandof tillage, well 
watered and wooded, & much 
builded; & in the midst there/ 
of a great city with walls and 
towers, & a great white castle 
& a minster, and lovely bous¬ 
es a many. In that city mayst 
thou dwell and earn thy liveli¬ 
hood if thou canstdoaugbtof 



crafts. Hnd if thou mays t not, 
then may we find somewhat to 
swinkat fora wage,& so main/ 
tain thee & us.But the said city 
is called the City of the five 
Crafts, and the land round a- 
bout it is the frank thereof; & 
oftenest, frank and city & all, 
it is called the five Crafts all 
sim ply, JM ow what say est thou 
hereof, my lady? 

B6 said: X say that we 
will go thither, and that 
X thank thee & thy sons 
of thy good/will, and so may 
God do to me as X reward you 
well therefor.Bu t tellme,good 
Gerard, how it is that thou art 
so willing to leave kith & kin to 
followagangrelwife along the 
ways ? JP Said Gerard: Dame, 
X think that the face & body of 
thee might lead any man that 
yet hadmanhoodin him to fbl/ 
low thee, even if he left house 
& all to go with thee. But as for 
us,wehavenolongerahouseor 
gear, whereas they of the Red 
hold lifted all my bestial, and 
burned my bouse&allthatwas 
therein a month ago Tea, 
said Sir dalone, and how befal / 
leth it,then, that ye are not be/ 
fore the Red hold to avenge 
thee? JP Dame, said be,when 
the muster was X was deemed 
somewhat over old, wherefore 
the sheriff took me not, but 
sufferedmysons also to abide 
behind to earn a living for me; 
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may God be good to him there/ 
for, and St. Leonard f But as 
to my kindred,Xmusttel( thee 
tbatXam not binned hereabout, 
but in a good town bight tlt- 
terbay, & that when our alder/ 
man sent for me to bring me 
to thee, X was more than hatf¬ 
ul inded to getme back thither, 
Now sooth it is that the best 
way thither, though it may be 
indeed the safest rather than 
the shortest, lies through the 
five Crafts; fbr the road goes 
thence to titter hay a three score 
miles or so, making the longer 
of it, as it skirteth ever some 
way off a perilous forest,a place 
of sore dread & devilish, which 
bight Gvilsbaw, on the edge 
whereof lietb Otterbay,amer/ 
ry cheaping/stead & a plente¬ 
ous,^ the home of my kindred, 
therefore now is the City of 
the five Crafts bandy to us; 
because when thou bast done 
with us,asXhope it may be long 
first, then are we others nigh 
home, & may all simply wend 
our way thither* 

XRDHLOJNC thanked 
him again full heartily; 
but therewithal as they 
rode along there seemed to stir 
in her some memory of the ear/ 
liest of her days in the witch's 
house, and she began to have a 
longing to betake her to dt- 
terhay and,the skirts of Gvil- 
shaw. 
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,4* Chapter XL Of Birdalone 
& her fellowship, their faring 
over the Downland ,4* ,4* 

RtlS rode they 
along & loitered 
* not,though they 
talked blithely 
{ together; &Bird- 

__ Malone wondered 

to herself that she might so 
much as hold up her head for 
bitter thoughts of the days & 
the longings but late passed 
away, but so itwas, that itwas 
only now and again that they 
stung her into despair and si/ 
lence, and for the most part 
she hearkened to the talk of 
the old man & the lads about 
the days of Green ford & the 
alarms of liftingand un peace, 
and the ways of the chapmen 
and the craftsmen, 

hour after noon they 
rested in a little dale of 
the downland where was 
a pooland three tbom/bushes 
thereby;&when they bad light/ 
ed down, the old man knelt be/ 
fore Birdalone and took her 
band,&6wore himself her man 
to do her will,wbatso it were; & 
then he stood up and bade his 
sons do likewise ; so they two 
knelt befbre her in turn, some/ 
what shy ^abashed,for all that 
they were such stout, bold feU 
lows,&found it bard to take her 
hand, & then when they bad it 
in theirs,bard to letit go again. 
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i SCORG of miles & five 
they rode that day, and 
bad no roof over them 
at night save the naked heav¬ 
en, but to Birdalone that was 
but little scathe: they made a 
shift to have some fire by them, 
and the three men sat long a- 
bout it that even while Bird¬ 
alone told them somewhat of 
her life; and as she told of the 
Rouse under the Stood & the 
Great Slater,Gerard had some 
inklingof whereabouts itwas; 
but was nought so sure, be- 
causers above/said in this tale, 
seldom dtdany from the world 
of men venture in Gvilsbaw, 
or know of the Great Slater 
from its banks that gave unto 
t he for est, 

ssEjjSjj'f like wise they rode the 
next day, &came at even/ 
=&al tide to a thorp in a fair 
little dale of the downland, & 
there they guested with the 
sbepberd/folk, who wondered 
much at the beauty of Birda- 
lon e,so that atfirst they scarce 
durstventuretodrawnigbun/ 
to her until Gerard & his sons 
had had some familiar con¬ 
verse with them; then indeed 
they exceeded in kindness to¬ 
ward them, in their rough up¬ 
land fashion, but ever found 
it hard to keep their eyes off 
Birdalone, and that the more 
after they had heard the full 
sweetness of her voice; where/ 





as she sang to them certain 
songs which she bad teamed in 
tbeCastleof tbeQuest,though 
it made her heart sore; butsbe 
deemed she must needs pay 
that kindly folk for their guest/ 
fut & blithe ways* Hnd there¬ 
after they sang to the pipe 
and the harp their own down- 
land songs; & this she found 
strange, that whereas her eyes 
were dry when she was sing¬ 
ing the songs of love of the 
knighthood, the wildness of 
the shepherd/music drew the 
tears from her, would she, 
would she not. homelike and 
dear seemed the green willowy 
dale to her, and in the night ere 
she slept, and she lay quiet a- 
midst of the peaceful people, 
shecouldnotchoosebutweep 
again, for pity of the bitter/ 
sweet of her own love, and for 
pity of the wide world withal, 
& all the ways of its many folk 
that lay so new before her. 

& &Chapter XXX. Cbey come 
to the City of the five Crafts, 
and Birdalone meets with the 
poor/wife^^ 

F>6Y made not 
7f\ so much way that 
they came to the 

VW</4 l Crafts on 
the fourth day, 
but lay under the 
bare heavens in a dale below 
the big swellof the downland, 
whereof <3 erardspake.Butbe/ 


times in the morning Birda¬ 
lone arose and stirred up her 
men, and they gat to horse, & 
rode the hill before them till 
they cameon to the crest there/ 
of .Chen Birdalone criedaloud 
with joy to see the lovely land 
before her, and the white walls 
and the towers of the great 
city, whereas Greenford was 
but small beside it. 

■ O they rode down into 
the frank, & entered the 
gates of the city a little 
after noon, & again was Bird¬ 
alone in all amaze at the going 
to and fro in the streets and 
the thronging of the markets, 
& the divers folk, as chapmen 
and men/at/arms, and crafts¬ 
men and lords, who used the 
saidcity; & to say sooth, some/ 
whatherheartsankwithin her, 
&it seemed to her that it would 
be bard and troublous to have 
to deal with so much folk, and 
that they must needs go past 
heron the right band and the 
left without heeding her life. 
jO<HSOeveR, Ger¬ 
ard, who knew the city, 
brought her to a fair 
bo6tel,wbereshe was well lodg/ 
ed, sbeand her men. Straight/ 
way, then, before sbewent out 
into the streets again, she fell 
to getting together what she 
bad of fine broideredwork and 
of fair script, and to finishing 
what she had unfinished. Hnd 
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she sent fbrtb Gerard and bis 
sons to findout where was the 
market for such goods, and if 
she would have leave to sell the 
same therein, or anywhere in 
the town; and Gerard found 
the hall of the embroiderers, 
and therein the master of the 
craft, and he received the carle 
courteously when heheardthat 
there was line work come to 
town, and did him to wit that 
none in any such craft might 
have freedom of the market 
save by leaveof theguildof the 
craft; but, said he, the guilds 
were open/handed and courte/ 
ous, and were nowise wont to 
refuse the said leave, were the 
work goodand true; & he bade 
Gerard withal tell his mis¬ 
tress that she were best to 
bring samplings of her work 
to the Guild/hall so soon as 
she might. So the very next 
day went Birdalone thither, & 
found the master a well/look¬ 
ed tall man of some five/and/ 
forty winters, who looked on 
her from thelirstas if he deem/ 
ed it were no ill way of wear¬ 
ing the time. T^o this man she 
showed her work, and though 
he found it not easy to take 
bis eyes off Birdalon e herself, 
yet when he lookedat her ban/ 
diwork, he found it better than 
very good, and he said to her: 
Damsel, here is what will be 
sought for at a great price by 
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the great lords and ladies of 
the land, & the rich burgesses, 
and especially by the high pre/ 
lates; & so much of it as thou 
hast a mind to do is so much 
coined gold unto thee; & now 
X see thee what thou art, X 
were fain that thou gathered 
good to thee.Butas diligent as 
thou mayst be, thou hast but 
one pair of bands, wonderful 
soothly, and yet but one pair. 

broke off at that word, 
for be was verily staring at her 
hands, & longing to see more 
of her arms than the wrists 
only, so that be scarce knew 
what be was saying. “Chen be 
turned red and said: Soothly 
Xwot thatno other hands save 
thinemaydosuchneedleworh, 
ormake the draughts for them* 
But thou wilt need women/ 
servants to help thee, both in 
dighting the house for thee 
(for this big old carle here will 
be scarce meet thereto) and as 
apprentices tohelptheeabout 
the work itself; & if thou wilt, 
X shall seek the best ones out 
for thee. JVIoreover X must tell 
thee, that though X know for 
sure bow thatno woman in the 
world may work such needle¬ 
work as thine, yet whiles there 
cometh hither awoman of mid/ 
dleage, awoman worn by trou/ 
bles, pious, meek, & kind; and 
by St. kiiciaf now X look on 
theeagain, she might be some/ 


what like unto thee, were she 
young and fresb/looklngand 
strong as thou art. IVow this 
woman Xsay, & thereat Xmar¬ 
vel, doeth needlework that is 
somewhat after the manner of 
thine, and which seemed to us 
excellent till X had seen thine. 
Good livelihood she eametb 
thereby, & Is diligent therein; 
but she hath no heart to get 
apprentices, or be made one of 
our guild, both of which were 
lawful to her as to thee, lovely 
damsel.But nowtshall coun¬ 
sel her to be made of our guild 
along with thee, If thou wilt 
have It so, & then may ye both 
have three apprentices each, & 
may make In our city a goodly 
school, so that our guild shall 
be glorified thereby, for there 
will be none such work In the 
world. Row sayest thou ? 

SRB thanked him much, & 
ycasald him, & thought 
tin her heart that such 
work which would keep her 
hands and her head both busy, 
would solace the grief of her 
heart, and wear away the time, 
that she might live till hope 
might peradventure arise In 
her. 
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said the master: 
Chere Is one thing else, 
that Is, thy dwelling- 
place; and If thou wilt X shall 
hire theea house In the street of 
the Brotderers, a goodly one: 



sooth to say, that sam elsmlne 
own, so thou mayst deem that 
X tell thee hereof to mine own 
gain; and that may be (and be 
reddened therewith); but there 
Is this In It, that If thou lack- 
est money X shall let thee live 
therein without price till thou 
shalt have earned more than 
enough to pay me, 
^spXRDHkOf*e thanked 
IPIk hlmwelbbutsbedld him 
sfiiEa to wit that she was no¬ 
wise penniless; and present¬ 
ly she departed well pleased, 
though she deemed that the 
saldmas terwas wellmlgb more 
friendly than might be looked 
for. Hnd the next day be came 
to her In the hostelry, & with¬ 
out more ado brought her to 
the bouse In the street of the 
Brolderers,& she found It fair 
and well plenlshed, and so she 
fell to work to get all things 
ready. 


fm 


10(0 the next week was 
l the day appointed when 
she should be received 
Into the brolderers' guild, and 
the day before came the mas¬ 
ter aforesaid to seeSIrdalone. 
Sooth to say, he hadnot failed 
to com e to see her every day, on 
one pretence or another, since 
the first day they had met, but 
ever be did to her with all hon¬ 
our & simply. But on this day 
be brought with him the wo¬ 
man skilful of her hands, to 
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show her unto Birdalone, who 
received her gladly, and there¬ 
after JVIaster^acobus left them 
alone together. 

H hG said woman looked 
worn and aged indeed, 
but was not of more 
than five/fi/forty winters even 
by seem ing,after the first look 
at her; she was somewhat tall 
fiwell/knit, her face well sbap- 
en,fiber bairyetgoodlyXbere 
was a hind took in the eyes of 
her, as If she might love any¬ 
one with whom she lived that 
would be kind to her. jvieek, or 
rather over/meek, of mien she 
was, and it seemed of her that 
she had been sore scared fi op/ 
pressed one while or another, 
[O wben]\Iaster7acobus 
was gone,Birdalon e set 
1 her down on the settle 
beside her, & spake to her full 
sweetly and kindly, fi the wo¬ 
man spake little in turn save 
answering simply toberques/ 
tions, Birdalone asked where 
she was binned, fi she answer/ 
ed: Xn tltterbay jgft^hen said 
Birdalone: ditbin these last 
few dayslbave beard that town 
named twice or thrice, and’ne¬ 
ver before, as meseemetb; and 
yet, bearing thenam e from thy 
moutb,itseemetb tostirsome/ 
thing in me, as if X bad been 
there one time and longed to 
be there again. Xs there aught 
in the place whereof folk tell 
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wide about, so that X might 
have heard it told of and not 
noted it at the time? jfl?lNTay, 
lady, said the dame, save per¬ 
chance that it is on the verge of 
a very great and very evil wood, 
otherwise it was once a merry 
town andof much resort from 
the country/side* 
^pXRDHkOjsre looked on 
her, & saw that the tears 
were coming from her 
eyes and running down her 
cheeks as she spake; so she 
said to her: Cttby dost thou 
weep, mother ? Is there aught 
X may do to assuage thy grief? 
jgpSaid the dame:'Chou art so 
hind to me, and thy voice is so 
dear and sweet, that X cannot 
choose but weep. JMeseems it 
is because love of thee hath 
taken mine heart, & therewith 
is blended memory of past son 
row of mine. "Chou askest me 
if thou mayestdoaugbttoas/ 
suagemy grief; dear lady, Xam 
not grievednow, that has gone 
by; nay, now X am more than 
not grieved, Xam made happy, 
because X am with thee. But 
since thou art so debonairwitb 
me, twill ask thee to do some¬ 
what fbr me; and that is, to tell 
me of thy life gone by;Xmean, 
sweetyoung damsel,of thy life 
when thou wert a little child. 

Birdalone kissed 
her and said:Xt goes to 
1 my heart that thou lov/ 






eat me; for soon as X set eyes 
on thee my heart went out to 
thee; and now belike we shall 
be dear friends; and that is a 
thing that sballavailmemuch, 
tobaveafriendwbois so much 
older than I, so that nought 
can come between us, of the 
love of men & other griefs 
ye a now, said the dame, smil- 
ingsomewhat sadly; now dot 
see the water standing in thine 
eyes, and thy voicequavers. Is 
it so, thou lovely hind damsel, 
that thou hast been grieved by 
love of a man ? Cdbo then may 
prevail in love if thou prevail 
not ?j^Hndsbe fell to fondling 
Birdalone* s band; but Birda- 
lone said; Xt is over/long to tell 
of all my life, mother, though 
Xbeso young; butnowXwilldo 
as thou badestme, & tell thee 
somewhat of my day s when X 
was little. 

therewith she fell to 
jUHII telling her of her days 
WBM in the Rouse under the 
Cdood, and the witch and her 
surliness and grimness, & of 
her loveof the wild thin gs,and 
bow she waxed there, Hnd she 
spake a long while, fbrtbe me¬ 
mory of those days seemed to 
lead her along, as though she 
verily werealivenow in them;& 
the woman sat before ber,gaz/ 
mg on her lovingly, till Bird- 
alone stayed her tale at last & 
said:]^ow haveXtold thee more 


than enough of a simple mat¬ 
ter, & a life that was as that of 
a wild creature of the woods. 
INTow shalt thou, mother, tell 
me somewhat of thee, & what 
was thy grief of Cltterhay; for 
thou shalt find that the tell¬ 
ing thereof sballsotacetbeejp 
Hbf so think young folk, said 
the woman sadly,because there 
are many days left for them to 
hope in. But though the telling 
of my sorrow be a fresh sor¬ 
row to me, yet shalt thou bear 
it. Xt is but of the loss of my 
babe; but she was of all babes 
the fairest and the sweetest. 

she fell to telling 
Birdalone all that con - 
cerning the witch at dt- 
terbay & the poor/wife that ye 
have heard in the beginning of 
this book, until the time when 
she left the house to buy meat 
for the witch; for she herself 
was the said poor/wife. Hnd 
then she told bow she came 
back again & found her guest 
gone and the child withal; and 
though she bad wept for love 
of Birdalone, she wept not at 
telling of this grief, but told 
it as a tale which had befallen 
someotberone.Hnd she said: 
Hnd so when X had done run¬ 
ning up and down like a wild 
thing, & asking of the neigh¬ 
bours with lack of breath and 
fierceness of speech who had 
taken my child away from me; 
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and when X bad gone up to the 
wood & even some way into it, 
and when! bad wandered up & 
down again, & night was fatt¬ 
ing,team e back at last again to 
my poor bouse so weary with 
my woe,tbatXscavce knewwbat 
bad befallen me. Hnd there up/ 
on the board lay the victual & 
drink wbicbXbad brought,and 
the money which thewitch bad 
given unto me; and despite of 
grief, hunger flamed up in me 
at the sight, and X threw my¬ 
self on to it and ate and drank, 
and so came to myself, that is, 
to my grief. But the next day X 
ran abou t hither & thither,and 
wearied folk with my asking & 
my woe; but it was all of none 
avail.Cbe child was gone away 
from me.Cbere is little more to 
tell of me, sweet lady. Xf Xwere 
to live, needs must X take the 
poor price of my little one, to 
wit, the witch’s money, & deal 
with folk for my livelihood; 
wherefore! bought me cloth & 
silks, having now the where - 
withal,and set to work on broi/ 
dery,foreventhenwasXacum 
ning needle/woman. So were 
God & the saints good to me, 
& inclined the folk to me,that 
they were good and piteous,& 
X lacked notwork nor due livel V 
hood; bu t after a while X wearu 
edof Cltterbay, where my dear 
child should have been running 
about before my feet; and bav/ 
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mg by this time gotten a little 
money together,and beingex/ 
ceeding def t in my craft,Xcam e 
on hither to live, and, praise be 
to St. Qrsulaf X have found it 
easy to live: and praise be to 
Hlthallows withal that X have 
found thee,who art so kind & 
lovely ;and thou by seemingof 
the very age my child should 
be if she be living: or bow old 
art thou, dear lady ? 

■ XRDHkOJSG laid her 
hand on her breast,and 
she was turned pale,but 
she said in a low voice: X deem 
that X am of twenty summers. 
jfiejV they both sat si¬ 
lent, tillBirdalone might 
I master the fluttering of 
her heart, and she said: ]Sow 
meseemsXbave a memory even 
earlier than those X told thee 
erst. H woman took me out of 
a basket & set me on the back 
of an ass, and X looked about, 
and X was in a grassy lawn of 
the woods jandXsawa squirrel 
run up a tree/trunk before me, 
andwindround the tree & hide 
him; and then X stretched out 
my hands & cried out to him; 
and then came the woman un¬ 
to me, & gave me wood/straw/ 
berries to eat out of her hand. 
JRHKB ou t the poor/wife 
thereat, pale and trem- 
[ bling: 'Cell me now, my 
child, hast thou any memory of 
what the woman was who set 





thee on the ass and gave thee 
the strawberrtes?^Birdalone 
looked on her, and scanned her 
face closely, & then shook her 
head, and said:JNay,it was not 
thou, mother jfi? ]Nay, surely; 
nay, surely, said the woman; 
but think again Said Bird- 
alone, speak in gs lowly ;Slas it 
my mistress then? She was a 
tall woman, somewhat thin & 
bony,with goodly red bairand 
white/skinned, but thin /lip¬ 
ped J9 Quoth the poor/wife: 
No, no; it is of no use; nought 
such was she Chen Bird- 
alone looked up and said eag¬ 
erly :Yea, but it was her other 
shape belike; therein was she a 
tallwoman,dark/haired,hook/ 
nosed, and hawk/eyed, as if of 
thirty summers; a stark worn/ 
an. Fjasttbou seen such? dost 
thou remember her? 

woman sprang up 
and cried out, and was 
like to have fallen, but 
Birdalon earoseand heldher in 
her arms and comforted her,& 
set her in her seat again&knelt 
before her; and presently the 
poor/wife came to herself and 
said: J4y child, thou say est do! 
remember her jhowshallXever 
forget her? she was the thief 
who stole my child. 

neRecaXCR she slid 
from off her seat, and 
knelt by Birdalone, & 
stooped low down on the floor 


as if the tall maiden were but a 
little one, and she fell to kis¬ 
sing her Spatting her, her face 
and her hands, andallabout;S 
said,sobbingandyet smiling; 
Suffermea little,my child,mine 
own lovely child \ for in good 
sooth X am thy mother, & it is 
longsinceXhaveseen thee: but 
hearken, when X come quite to 
myself Xshall pray thee not to 
leave me yet awhile, andXshall 
pray thee to love me. 
G5|^XRDHUDJsre clipped^ 
R||gSj| kissed her, and said: X 
KSHgyJ love thee dearly, & nev/ 
er, ne ver shall X leave thee. 
f|jppIF)6N they stood up, and 
tlUl m °tker took Birda- 
ISSssl lone by the shoulders, & 
held her a little aloof, and de¬ 
voured her with her eyes; and 
she said: Yea, thou hast grown 
tall, & belike wilt grow no tal¬ 
ler: and bow fair & lovely thou 
bast grown; S thou that wert 
born in a poor man’s bouse! no 
wonder that any should covet 
thee. Hnd X, X wonder if ever X 
was as fair as thou art; for¬ 
sooth many called me fair for 
a little while; and now behold 
met J^ay, child and darling, let 
not thy face grow downcast, 
for now shall X know nought 
more of fear & grief; and is it 
not tike that X shall grow fair¬ 
er of flesh, & shapelier, in the 
happy days we shall dwell to¬ 
gether?,^ Hnd therewith she 
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part VI* Che took her to berarms,& It seem/ 
Days of Hb- ed as if she might never have 
enough of dipping & embrac/ 
Ing her; and she would look at 
Btrdalone’s hands & her feet 
and her arms, and stroke them 
and caress them; and she worn 
dered at her body, as If she bad 
been a young mother eaten up 
with the love of her first/bom. 
Hnd as for Blrdalone, she was 
as glad of her mother as might 
be; & yet In her heart she won/ 
dered If perchance one of the 
fellowship might stray that 
way, and be partaker In her joy 
of this new/fbund dear friend; 
and she said,might It be Vtrl- 
dls; but In her inmost heart, 
though she told It not to her¬ 
self, she longed that the Black 
Squire might find her out at 
last. 

,4* Chapter IV* Of the love of 
Gerard's Sons & of lacobus 
for Blrdalone jp /P 

!!OtH dwelt Blrd¬ 
alone In rest and 
peace when she 
had been taken 
Into the guild a- 
longwltb bermo/ 
ther, & they bad taken the due 
apprentices to tbem;&tbey be/ 
gan to gather much of goods 
to them, for of fine broidery 
there was little done In the five 
Crafts,&noneat all that could 
be put beside their work,either 
for beau ty of the draught of It, 
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or for skill of handiwork. She 
declared unto all folk how that 
the poor#wlfe(wbo had toname 
Hudrey) was her very mother, 
from whom she bad been stob 
en in her youngest days; but 
she told none any tale of bow 
she was stolen* Hnd the twain 
dwelt together in the greatest 
lovlng/klndness; & it was with 
Hudrey as she had forecast, 
that now her days were happy, 
and she living In all ease and 
content, that the goodliness 
of her youth came back to her, 
& she became a fair woman as 
for her years; and therewith It 
grew to be clear that the two 
were so much alike one to the 
other, that all might see that 
they were mother and daugh¬ 
ter. 

jGRHRD&bls twosons 
she maintained yet as 
her men; and not only 
were they of much use to her In 
fetcblngandcarrylng, but also 
true It Is that her beauty was 
so manifest, that she whiles 
needed a stout lad weaponed 
at her back when she was In the 
streets or amidst the throng 
of the market; and many were 
they, & whiles of the highest, 
who craved love of her, some 
with honour,&some with lack 
of It, 

\f Cfiese, forsooth, 
were but two that any¬ 
wise troubled her; and 










the most trouble was this,that 
she might not fail to see that 
the love of her had entered in¬ 
to the hearts of the two Gerard 
sons, Roberta Giles; so that 
times were when she deemed 
shemust even send them away, 
but when it came to the point 
she had not the heart there¬ 
to; though none other remedy 
there seemed, so sorely as their 
souls were wounded by longing 
for her. Xt is not to be said that 
they ever spake to her thereof, 
or wittingly wearied her with 
signs of love; but they couldnot 
so easily cover it up but that it 
was ever before her eyes. But 
she suffered it all for friend¬ 
ship's sake and for their true 
service, and in all friendliness 
did what she might to solace 
their grief, forsooth so good 
and true she found that father/ 
kind, and the young men so 
goodly and kind, thatshesaid 
to herself, had she not anoth¬ 
er man lying in her heart, she 
mightwell have chosen one of 
those twain for hervery speech/ 
friend and true lover, 

■ f>G second wooer that 
troubled her was the 
master, 7acobus, who, 
when but three months were 
worn of her dwelling in her 
house, did all openly crave her 
love&offer her marriage, he be/ 
ingaman un wedded. Sore was 
her heart that she must needs 


gainsay him, so kindandcour/ part VX, TZhe 
teous as he had been to her at Days of Hb- 
their first coming together; sence 
though this indeed is sooth, 
that straightway, so soon as 
he saw her, he fell into the cap/ 
tivity of her love. Dowsoever, 
gainsay him she needs must, 

& he took the naysay so hardly 
that he was scarce like a man 
before her, and wept & prayed 
& lamented many times over, 
till she wearied of it, and well/ 
nigh fell to loathing him. So 
that it came to this at last, that 
one day she spake to him and 
said that she might no longer 
bear it, but must seek another 
house & leave bis. “Chere then 
was the to/do, for he fell on 
his knees before her, & kissed 
her feet, would she, would she 
not, and cried out in bis grief, 
till at last for pure weariness 
of bis folly she gaveway unto 
him, and said that she would 
still abide there; whereon be 
rose up from her & went away 
with all the grief run off him 
for that time, & as glad a man 
to look on as you mightseeon 
a summer's day. 

H trc the next morning be 
cam e unto heragain, and 
she thinking all was be¬ 
gun afresh, made him no glad 
countenance; but be stood up 
before her and spake friendly, 
and said bow that she was in 
tberigbtof it, and that if they 

239 


partVX.T^be 
Days of Hb- 
sence 


both dwelt in one bouse toge¬ 
ther they were like to have but 
aweary time of it, both she and 
be. But, said be, X will not that 
tbou sbouldst depart out of 
this bouse, for a goodly one it 
is, and full meet for tbee; it is 
for me to depart, and not for 
tbee.X tell tbee, forsootb, that 
X bad from thefirstmeant this 
bouse as a gift from me to 
tbeej^FHnd therewith be drew 
from bis pouch a scroll, which 
was a deed of gift of the said 
bouse, duty sealed & attested, 
and be gave it into her bands; 
butshewas sore moved there/ 
at, & at the demeanour of him 
that morning, and she let the 
scroll fall to the floor and wept 
for pity of him, and reached 
out both her bands, & be kiss/ 
ed them, & then her lips also, 
&sithence be sat down beside 
her. But she said: Hlasf that 
tbou wilt give me what X may 
not take, andwouldst have of 
me wbat X may not give. 

H trc now bewaxed hotter, 
&said:CbisonceXcom- 
mand tbee to domy will, 
& take my gif t.Xt will benougbt 
to my gain if tbou take it not; 
forXmay not live in this bouse 
when tbou art gone from it; 
andXswear by Hllballows that 
Xwill not letany have it to hire, 
nor will X sell it, since tbou 
bast made it holy by dwelling 
therein. 
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SBC was she sore moved 
by bis generous fash¬ 
ion, and she said: Xwill 
taketby gift then, and live here 
in bonouroftbee&tby friend/ 
ship; for wellX wot tbou badst 
no mind to buy me with tby 
CTift. 


O she spake, & be stood 
up stark and stem, & so 
departed, and kissed her 
not again; though meseems 
she would have suffered him 
bad be offered it, p*ay, belike 
bad be at that moment press¬ 
ed biswooing somewhat mas¬ 
terfully, it is not so sure but 
she might have yeasaid it, and 
suffered him towed her & lead 
her to bed; though it would 
have gone ill both with him & 
with her thereafter. 



E fiS^CBfORCfi dwelt 
Birdalone with her moth/ 
er & her maidens and her 
men in that bouse, & it becam e 
famous in the five Crafts be¬ 
cause of her beauty & her wis¬ 
dom, which minisbed not, but 
waxed day by day; but there¬ 
withal as the time wore, waxed 
her longing & sadness. But all 
this she bid in her own heart, 
and was debonair to all about 
her, and so good to poor folk 
that none bad a word save of 
blessing on her beauty & her 
wisdom. 



,4*Chapter V. Of the Death of 
Audrey, mother to Birdalone. 
She *8 warned in a Dream to 
seek the Black Squire, and is 
minded to leave the City of 
the five Crafts, & seek again 
the Castle of the Quest,4*,4* 
15CIS dweltBird/ 
alone in the five 
I Crafts in such 
| rest and peace as 
her heart would 
let her; and dear 
& good friends she had about 
her; her mother first, whose 
love and desire for love of her 
made all things soft and dear 
unto her, Gerard and the Ger- 
'ardsons were next, who were 
ever faith f uland tru e unto her, 
)and deft both of hand and of 
mind, so that they wrought 
many things for her availCben 
) came the mas ter,jacobus, who 
held himself unweddedfisrher 
sake, and though he no longer 
dwelt in the same house with 
her, might scarce endure to 
miss the sight of her for two 
days running: a dear friend 
she deemed him, as forsooth 
he was, though whiles he tor¬ 
mented and wearied her, and 
belike bad wearied her more, 
but for the sorrow which lay 
on her own heart, whereof tt 
came that she might not think 
ofanymanasofonewbomigbt 
be a lover, and so felt safe even 
with so kindafriend&so stub/ 
r i 


born in bts love as was this 
one. Moreover be never again 
craved love of her in so many 
words, but only in bis goings 
& comings so did, that it was 
clear how be bad her, and the 
love of her, ever in bis heart. 

* ORGtbus a five years; 

and then came a sick/ 
ness on the city,and 
many died thereof; & the said 
sickness entered into Birda- 
lone’s house, and slewHudrey 
her mother, but sparedall else 
tberein.Cberebyattbefirstwas 
Birdalonesooverwbelmed that 
she might heed nougbt,neitb/ 
erbercraftnor her friends, nor 
the days to come on the earth 
for her, Hnd moreover when 
sbecamemore to herself,which 
was not for many days, & as k/ 
edwhyberfriend^acobus bad 
not been to see her the last 
days, she was told tbatbealso 
was dead of the pestilence; & 
she sorrowed for him sorely, 
for she loved bimmucb,though 
not in the way be would. 

^D now dtd the city 
and land of the five 
Crafts begin to look 
unfriendly to Birdalone, and 
she fell to thinking that she 
must needs depart thence, as 
she wellmigbt do, whereas she 
bad foison of goods: and at 
first it was in her mind to go 
with Gerard and bis sons unto 
Cltterhay; but then she deem - 
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ed the thought of her mother, 
& how she would be ever think/ 
ingof the loss & the gain, and 
the loss once more stood in 
the way; and she turned one 
thing and another over in her 
mind, and might not face It* 
a night, as she slept, 
came to her dreams of 
her days in the Rouse 
under the Stood (as very sel¬ 
dom betid), and the witch/wife 
was speaking to her in friend¬ 
ly fashion (as for her) & blam¬ 
ing her for fleeingaway, & was 
taunting her with the failure 
of her love, and therewith tell/ 
ing her bow fair a man & love- 
some was the Black Squire, & 
what a loss she bad of him; & 
Birdalone was hearkening and 
weeping for tenderness* sake, 


while the witch was unto her 
neither fearful nor irksome, & 
forsootbnoughtsaveamoutb/ 
piece Ibr words that both griev/ 
ed Birdalone and yet were an 
eager pleasure unto her* But 
in the midst thereof, and ere 
the dream had time to change, 
Birdalone awoke, and it wasan 
early morning of later spring, 
and the sky was clear blue and 
the sun shining bright, & the 
birds singing in the garden of 
the house, & in the street was 
the sound of the early mar¬ 
ket/folk passing through the 
street with their wares; and all 
was fresh and lovely* 
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B RS awoke sobbing, and 
the pillow was wet with 
her tears, and yet she felt 
as if something strange & joy/ 
ous were going to betide her, 
& for joy of the love of life the 
heart beat fast in her bosom. 
F>€ arose all darling 
naked as she was, and 
went to the window & 
looked out on the beauty of 
the spring, while the soundof 
the market/wains brought to 
her mind the thought of the 
meads, and the streams of the 
river, & thewoodsides beyond 
the city; and she fella/longing 
for them, as a while she knelt 
on tbewindow/seat,half dream/ 
ing & asleep again, till the sun 
came round that way, and its 
beams fell upon her bosom & 
her arms; & she stood up and 
looked on the fairness of her 
body, and a great desire took 
bold of her heart that it might 
be loved as it deserved by him 
whom she desired. Hnd thus 
she stood there tillsbe became 
ashamed, and hastened to do 
onherraiment; but even as she 
was about it, it came upon her 
that what she had will to do 
was to seek to theCastle of the 
Quest, and find out where was 
her love if there be were not, & 
so to seek him the world over 
till she found him* Hnd such 
a flood of joy possessed her 
when she tboughtthis, andso 






i m 

vsimt 


eager to begone she was, that 
she deemed every minutewas t/ 
ed till she were on the road. 

jeveRcne^ess, m 

I a while, when her mind 
was steadied,she knew 
that she had somewhat to do 
ere she might be gone, & that 
here, as oft, it would be more 
haste less speed. 

JO she abode a little, and 
jthen came into her hall 
I duty dight,& found Ger/ 
ard and his sons there to serve 
her; and she brake her fast, & 
bade them sit by her at table, 
as oft she did; and she spake 
to them of this and that, and 
Gerardanswered lightly again; 
but the two Gerardsons look/ 
ed at one another, as though 
they would speak &ask a ques/ 
tion from time to time, but for/ 
bore because they durst not. 
But Gerard looked on them, 
& deemed be wotted what was 
in their minds; so at last be 
spake: Our lady, both I, & me/ 
seemeth my sons also, deem 
that there is some tidings to¬ 
ward which are great unto thee; 
for thine eyes sparkle, and the 
red bums in thy cheeks, and 
thine bands may not be quiet, 
nor thy feet abide in one place; 
wherefore X see that thou hast 
something in thy mind which 
strives to be forth of it, ]Sow 
thou wilt pardon us, our dear 
lady, that we ask concerning 
vz 



this,becauseit is in our love for 
thee that we speak, lest there 
be some change toward which 
shall be a grief to some of us. 

men, said Birdalone, 
flushing red, sooth it 
' is that there is a change 
at hand, and X shall tell you 
straightway what it is. years 
ago X told you that X was flee¬ 
ing from my friends; now the 
change hath betid that X wou Id 
seek them again;&needs must 
X leave the five Crafts behind 
to do so. Hnd moreover there 
is this ill word to be said, which 
Xwill say at once, to wit, that 
when Xam but a little way gone 
from the five Crafts X must 
wend tbeotberdealof my jour/ 
ney birdalone, as my name is. 
alX those three sat si len t 
; and aghast at that word, 
>and the youngmen grew 
pale; but after a while spake 
Gerard: Our lady most well/ 
beloved, this word which thou 
hast spoken, to wit, that thou 
needest us no longer, X have 
looked to hear any time this 
five years; and praise be to the 
saints that it bath come late 
and not soon. J^ow there is no 
more to be said but that thou 
tell us what is thy will that we 
should do. 

URDHLOJfB bung be* 
bead awhile for sorrow 
of sundering from these 
men; then she looked up and 
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said: Xt seemetb, my friends, 
as if ye deem X have done you a 
wrongin sunderingourfellow/ 
ship; butallXmay say hereon is 
to pray you to pardon me, that 
X needs must go alone on my 
quest. Hnd now what X would 
have you do, is first of all to 
fetch hither anotaryandscriv/ 
ener, that he may draw up a 
deed of gift to you, Gerard & 
Gerardsons, of this house & 
alt that is therein, saving what 
money Xmay need for my jour/ 
ney, and gifts such as X shall 
bidyou tobegiven tomy work/ 
women. Yemustneedsyeasay 
this, oryeareforsworn of your 
behest to do my will. But fur¬ 
thermore, Xwill have you to let 
the workwomen of mine (and 
the head one ruling) tohirethe 
aforesaidhouse,ifsotheywill; 
for now are they skilled, and 
may well earn good livelihood 
by tbework. But the next work 
is simple; it is to furnish for 
me the array of a young man, 
with such armour as Xmay eas/ 
ily bear, to dight me for my 
road, f orsootbye wottbatnot 
unseldom do women use the 
custom of going arrayed like 
m en, when they wou Id journey 
with hidden head; and ye may 
happen upon suchgearashath 
been made for such a woman 
rather than any man; but thou 
shalt get me also a short bow 
& a quiver of arrows, for verily 
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these be my proper weapons 
tbatXcan deal with deftly .]Now 
my last command is that, when 
all is done, maybe to/morrow, 
or maybe the next day,ye bring 
me out of the city & the frank 
of the five Crafts, and bring 
me somewhat on my way over 
the downs, for totb am X to 
part from you ere needs must. 
^Cben they knelt before her 
and kissed her hands, & they 
were f u ll of grief; bu t they saw 
that so it had to be. 


l^pReRSHfCBR Gerard 
ttili spake with his sons a- 
Eg gjg l part, & in a while came to 
Birdalone, & said; Our lady, we 
willdo your will in all wise; but 
we shall tell thee, that the five 
Crafts will look bu t stran ge to 
us when thou art gone, & that 
we have a mind to betake us to 
Otterbay & the land of our kin/ 
dred.ldberefore we pray thee to 
give this bouse that hath been 
so dear to us unto thy workwo/ 
man & her mates; for we need 
it not, nor the hire thereof, but 
shall do well enough with what 
money or good thou maystgive 
us.Is this according to thy will, 
or have X spoken rashly ? 

H RB said; Ye are good & 
ungreedy, & X bless you 
for it; be it as ye will; & 
this the more, as X were fain 
that ye go to Cltterbay; for 
whiles X have deemed that X 
myself am drawn thitherward. 





wherefore it may be that we 
shall meet again tn that place. 
)J^D when she had so 
spoken, sbemigbtnot 
refrain her tearsj&tbe 
Gerard sons turned away, for 
they were ashamed, both that 
they should see her weep, or 
she them. But at last she call¬ 
ed to them & said: JVowmake 
we the speediest end we may 
of this, for sorry work is the 
tarrying of farewell; so Xpray 
you, my friends, to go about 
the work X have bidden you. 

[O all was done as she 
would, & the day after 
- the morrow was Bird- 
alone abiding the coming of 
Gerard and his sons with the 
horses; & despite of the sun¬ 
dering of friends & the perils 
that belike lay before her, the 
.world seemed fair to her, and 
jlife beginning anew. Hnd she 
'madenodoubt that she would 
isoon be at the Castle of the 
'Quest, & there find all things 
)much as she had left them; & 
*tbere at least would be the wel/ 
com e of herdear friendViridis. 
Chapter VX. Of the Sundering 
of Birdalone from Gerard and 
his Sons ,*$*,*£ 

IReSeKCJvYwere 
| the horses come 
with Gerard & his 
sons, and Birda¬ 
lone gat to horse 
(amongst them. 
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She was armed in a light hau- part VI. Che 

berk, and over it a long and Days of Hb- 

loose surcoat that came down sence 

beneath the knee of ber;&a sal# 

let she hadupon herhead,wide 

but light,so thatnotvery much 

of her face was to be seen. She 

had made up her mind to this 

tale upon the road, when she 

was among folk, that she was 

under a vow not to do oflf her 

helm for a seven days’ space. 

Withal she bad covered up the 
lovely shapeliness of her legs 
with long boots of deer/leatlv 
er, and her surcoat was wide¬ 
sleeved; she was well hidden, 
and whereas she was a tall and 
strong woman,she might well 
pass for a young man, slen¬ 
der & fair/faced. She was girt 
with a good sword,and Gerard 
had gotten her a strong horse' 
man’s bow and a quiver full of 
arrows, wherewith, as afore- 
said,8heknewwellbowtodeal; 
wherefore she was by no means 
without defence. 

■ O Cf)GY went their ways 
through the streets and 
out/a/gates; and it must 
be said, that were not Birda- 
lone’s thoughts turned toward 
the Castle of the Quest, and 
what she should meet there, 
her heart had been somewhat 
sore at leaving the city which 
bad cherished her so well these 
years past; nay,as it was, the 
shadow of the southern gate, 
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part VX. Che as she pasttbereunder, smote 
Days of H b - somewbat cold upon her, and 
sence she silently bade farewell to 

tbeCIty of tbef IveCraf ts with 
some sorrow, though with no 
fear. 

?OROi they rode then 
through the frank and 
up on to the shepherd 
country, & whereas their hor¬ 
ses wereof the best,&they bad 
no sumpter/beast with them 
till they came to dpbam, where 
they must needs have victual, 
they made but five days of Itto 
the place where the road turn¬ 
ed aside from the country of 
JMostwyke j^Cbere then they 
drew reln,& Blrdalone lighted 
down from her horse,an d they 
all,and they lay upon the grass 
and ate and drank together. 

■ dCwhen they were don e, 
spake Blrdalone & said: 
Dear friends, this Is the 
hour & the place when wemust 
needs partjforye shall go back 
again tof IveCraf ts, &do what 
X have bidden of you, & doyour 
will, and wend your ways with 
your livelihood unto dtterbay. 
But as for me, X must go my 
ways first unto Greenford, & 
thence to seek my friends from 
whom erstXwas fleeing when ye 
first became my friends. jVow 
percbanceye wlllsay tbatXhave 
taken you up In my need, and 
cast you aside at my pleasure; 
but X may only say that there 
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be at present two deals of my 
life, and of one of them baveye 
been partakers, & of the other 
ye may not be. forsooth that 
Is a grief un to m e,asXsu ppose 
untoyou Is It a greater one.But 
untomealsowereltbeavlerbut 
that my heart tells me It shall 
not ever be so; for as X said to 
you some days agone, X have a 
hope that we shall yet meet a- 
galn,belt Indtterbay or In some 
other place.HndnowXpray you 
to pardon me wherein X may 
have done amiss unto you, and 
begrudge It not that there be 
others, who Indeed were first- 
comers In regard to you, and 
whom X love better than you; 
for of your truth &your good/ 
will and loving/kindness will 
X bear witness wheresoever X 
may be. 

B ne^r spake Gerard: Do 
ye speak, my sons; fort 
have no grudge against 
her, nor aught to bewail me as 
to her, save, It may be,thatXam 
now so well on In years that It 
may well befall thatX shall not 
live till the time of the meet¬ 
ing In dtterbay. But! will pray 
thee this, dear lady,that If thou 
come to the place where X lie 
dead thou wilt kiss my burial/ 
stone, & sing due masses for 
m e^]^ay, she said, bu t this Is 
the worst shall betide betwixt 
us. 




B ne]^ SpflKe Robert 
0crardson: X am not 
deft of speech,but this 
parting makes me bold to say 
this: that from the time when 
first X set eyes on thee X have 
loved thee in such wise that 
never mayst thou love me as 
muchasXlove thee,if thou hast 
any where,asXdeem thou hast, 
a lover of thy body, whom thou 
lovest. JVowXbave seen that for 
a long while thou hast known 
this, and hast ever because of 
it been as meek and kind with 
me as thou mightest be* Hnd 
this hath partly grievedm e the 
more, because it hath eked my 
longing for thee; & yet it hath 
comfbrtedmetbemore,because 
it hathmademedeem better of 
thee,and deem tbeewortbierof 
worship and holier; therefore 
have thou all my blessing for 
it. Hnd now X know that thou 
sun derest from us that thou 
mayst go seek thy very bodily 
lover; & X say, that if the sun/ 
deringhad been forany lighter 
cause,grievedatheartshouldX 
have been; but sinceit is even so, 
once morel bless thee,& ever 
shall! be happy in the thought 
of thee; and if ever we meet a- 
gain,stillshaltthoufindmeas 
now X am in heart and in soul. 

B &fie turned to him, not 
s| dry/eyed, and said: X 
g-know that what thou 
sayest is sooth; and thou hast 
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guessed right as to my go¬ 
ings ; and X take thy blessing 
with love and joy. 

B F>ejSTwere they silent; 
but0iles 0erardson was 
struggling with words, 
for be was slow to speech; at 
last be said:Xsay m uch as saitb 
my brother: but see thou, our 
lady, bow ill it bad gone if thou 
badst loved one of us with an e/ 
qual love; woe worth the strife 
then f But now X will crave this 
of thee, that thou kiss me on 
the lips,nowwbenas we part;& 
again,that thou wilt do as much 
when first we meet again here/ 
after. HndXtell thee right out, 
that if thou gainsay tbis,Xsball 
deem it unfriendly in thee, and 
that those lovely words which 
thou didst speak e’en now were 
but words alone,& that thou art 
not as trueasXbave deemed thee. 
SRe laughed amidst her 
tears, and said: Dear lad, 
doom me not till X have 
been found guilty 1X shall no¬ 
wise naysay thee this,fori love 
tbee,&now and ever shalt thou 
be unto me as a brother, thou 
& Robert also; for even so have 
ye done by me. But thou wot- 
test, dear tad, that whiles and 
again must sistersunder from 
brother, and even so it has to 
be now. 

I they sat silent all 
four; &tbereaf ter Bird- 
1 alone arose and did off 
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her sallet, and hissed and em¬ 
braced Gerard and his sons, & 
bade them farewell, & she and 
r tbeyoungmen wept.Cben she 
armed herself &gatto horse, & 
went her ways towards Green/ 
ford, having nought with her 
but the raiment and arms that 
her body bore, and her horse, 
and some gold pieces & gems 
in a little pouch j^So rode she; 
& the others turned bach sad/ 
ly toward the five Crafts. 
Chapter VXI. Birdalone com- 
eth to Green ford, and bears of 
the ^Hasting of the Castle of 
t the Quest#/? 

SI came Bird- 
alone riding in¬ 
to Greenford an 
hour before sun/ 
set on a day of 
the latter end of 
bad no doubt but 
f to go straight to the hostelry, 
& that the less as she bad not 
abided there before, as bath 
been told. Co them that serv¬ 
ed her she told the tale of her 
i vow, that she might not do off 
her sallet that seven days; and 
some trowed ber,&some deem/ 
ed her a woman, but whereas 
.she seemed by her raiment to 
[be of condition none meddled 
* with her. Moreover, as she told 
her in ten t to ride on betim es in 
i the morning, it mattered the 
less unto them: withal she gave 
out that she came from foreign 
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parts, a s sooth it was. 

the evening she sat in 
U the hall, & with her were 
=ssIb three chapmen travel¬ 
ling with their wares, and two 
good men of the town sitting; 
and they were talhing togeth¬ 
er,&were courteous and blithe, 
& amidst their talk they threw 
many a glance at the slim and 
fair young squire,asBirdalone 
seemed, and were fain to speak 
unto him, but refrained them 
for courtesy’s sake j£?f or her 
part, Birdalone longed sore to 
ask them somewhat of tbeCas/ 
tie oftbe Quest, but the words 
clave to her throat for very fear; 
and she sat restless and ill at 
ease j& Rowever at last said a 
townsman to a chapman: Hrt 
thou for the Red Rold, fas¬ 
ter peter, when thou art done 
here ? jfi?Birdalone turn ed very 
pale at that word; and )Master 
peter spake:Yea, surely neigh/ 
bour, if the folk leave aught in 
my packs for others to buy# 
Re spake in a jovial voice,as if 
be were merry, & the others all 
laughed together, as though 
they were wellpleased&in good 
contentment, Hnd now, deem/ 
edBirdalone,would beber time 
to speak if she would learn 
aught; so she constrain ed her/ 
self at last, and spake, though 
in a quavering voice: JVIeseems 
then,masters,this good town 
is thriving as now ? Cbis X ask 









becauseXam a stranger in these 
parts this long while, and now 
Xam come back hither fain were 
X to find the land In good peace; 
forXmay chance to take up my 
abode hereby. 

■ f><3 GOODJMB]^ turn¬ 
ed to her & smiled kind¬ 
ly when they heard the 
sweetness of her voice; & one 
of them said: Sir of the sallet, 
ye shall be content with the 
peace In this land, & the thriv- 
ingof Its folk; the very villeins 
hereabout live as wellas frank/ 
llns In most lands, & the yeo/ 
men and vavassours are clad as 
if they were knights of a good 
lord’s household, forsooth 
their bouses are both goodly 
and easy to enter; and well is 
that, whereas there lacks n ever 
good meat and drink on the 
board therein. Hnd moreover 
their women are for ever seek¬ 
ing wbatso is fair and goodly, 
wbatso is far/fetebed & dear- 
bought, whereof we chapmen 
also thrive, as thou maystwell 
deem. Hbl it is a goodly land 
nowt 


B f)6 others nodded and 
smiled. But Birdalone 
spake, hardening her 
heart thereto for very need: 

H BIvXKe then there is 
a change of days here, 
for when X last knew of 
the (and there was little peace 
therein j&Hnd that will not be 


so long agone, said a towns- part VX. ^be 
man, smiling, for X doubt we Days of Hb- 
sbouldseenogreybairin thine sence 
bead if thy sallet were off it JP 
Birdalone reddened: Xtwill be 
somefiveyearsagone, said she 
jtfP'V'ea, yea, said the towns¬ 
man, we were beginning to end 
the unpeace then, & it was the 
darkest hour befbre the dawn; 
for five years agon e weand the 
good knights of tbeCastle of 
the Quest were lying before 
the walls of the Red Dold. for/ 
sooth we cleared out that den 
of devils then & tberej^SIbat 
betid unto it after ye won it? 
saidBirda(one,&she trembled 
witbaljfiPSaid the townsman; 
fieard ye never of the Black 
Squire, a very valiant knight, 
since thou sayest that thou 
bast known this country/side ? 

JP She bowed a yeasay, for 
this time she found it bard to 
speak. 



BXJv, said the towns/ 
man,we held garrison 
in the Red Sold for 
some tbreemon tbs,and there/ 
after we craved of him to come 
and beourcaptain therein; fbr, 
even after the Rold was won, 
there was yet a sort of runa¬ 
gates that haunted the coun¬ 
try/side, men who bad no craft 
save lifting and slaying. Hnd 
forsooth we knew this kord 
Hrthur for the keenest & deft/ 
est of men/at/arms; so he yea/ 
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part VI. "Che said our ashing, and did all be 
Days of Hb- might herein, & forsooth that 
sence was all there was to do; for be 

was ever in the saddle, and at 
the work, forsooth be was not 
a merry man, save when be was 
at bis busiest ;&little bespahe 
in hall or chamber, else bad be 
been better beloved. But at 
least by no man better might 
the land have been served. 

R6R6 was silence a 
little, & Birdalone wax/ 
eddeadly pale; then she 
strove with herself and said: 
'Chou sayest he was & be was; 
is be dead then ? Said the 
townsman: J^ottoour know¬ 
ledge. Rlben be had brought 
the land into good peace,which 
is some three years and a half 
agone, he went his ways from 
the Red Rold all alon e, and we 
saw him no more. But some 
folh deem that be hath entered 
into religion, 

IRDHIvO^e'S heart 
sickened,&sbe thought 
to herself that now all 
was to begin again; y etsbe felt 
that the worst was over since 
he was not dead, and she was 
able to think what she should 
do. So she said; JMaybappen 
be bath gone back to the Cas¬ 
tle of the Quest ?j£?JSay, nay, 
said the townsman, that may 
not be; fbrwasteistbat house 
now; there is none dwelletb 
there, save, it may be, now and 
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again a wandering carle or car¬ 
line abidetb there a day or two. 
jJ?Said Birdalone: Row bath 
that befallen ? or where is gone 
Sir Rugb, the Green Knight? 
^ Said the townsman: Hie 
knew the Green Knight well; 
frank and freeand joyous was 
be; all men loved him; and bis 
lady and speecb/friend, none 
ever saw a lovelier, and as kind 
as was be. But we might not 
keep them with us; they are 
gone into their own country. 
Sir Hugh left the Castle of the 
Quest some three months af¬ 
ter the Black Squire cam e to us 
for captain, and be gave over 
the castle to Sir Geoffrey of 
Jvea, an old & wise man of war. 
But not many months tbere- 
af terwe beard that bealso had 
departed, leaving it ungam- 
ished of men; & we deem that 
the cause thereof is that some/ 
thing uncouth is seen & heard 
therein, which folk may not en/ 
dure. Is it not so, my masters ? 
fsssgsRSYallyeasaid that,and 
Sfiii the talk went on to other 
matters. Hs for Birda¬ 
lone, though her hope to come 
amongst friends was so utter/ 
ly overthrown,y etsbe saw not 
what to do save to go her ways 
totheCastleoftheQuest,and 
see if perchance sbemigbtfind 
any tidings tbere.Hnd she said 
to herself, that if the worst 
came to the worst, she would 




I herself dwell there as an her¬ 
mit of love; or, maybe, to face 
those uncouth things and see 
if any tidings might be com¬ 
pelled out of them* 

I Chapter VXXX, Birdalone com/ 
eth to the Castle of the Quest, 
heareth theCale thereof from 
Leonard, & departeth thence 
i by the Sending Boat^pt^c 

IR6 arose betimes 
1 on the morrow, & 
was out of Green/ 
|5 ford so soon as 
the gates were o- 
pen, and at first 
made all speed that shemight 
. toward theCastle of theQuest; 
i&nothing hindered her,for the 
land was verily in good peace, 
and shemight have come there 
*if she would beforesunset, for 
all whom she met furthered 
her. But as the day waned her 
courage waned with it, so that 
at last she stayed some six 
miles short of the house, and 
craved shelter at a yeoman's 
stead there, which was grant¬ 
ed her with all kindness; and 
they made much of her, & she 
told them her vow of thesallet, 
and they deemed nought save 
that she was a young man. 

departed early in the 
|!n] morning with their God/ 
Bbsa speed, and while the day 
was yet young came into the 
meadows before the castle, & 
saw the towers thereof rising 



up before her; then she check/ 
ed her horse, and rode on no 
faster than a foot's pace; yetas 
slow as she might ride, needs 
must she get to the gate while 
the day was yet young, 

O cam e Birdalone by that 
bower wherein she had 
slept thatflrst night she 
came to the castle; & sherein- 
ed up to look on it; and as she 
sat there gazing, came a man 
out from it cladasaman of re¬ 
ligion ; & her heart beat quick, 
and she was like to fall from 
her horse, for there came into 
her mind what the townsman 
hadsaid,thattheBlackSquire 
hadgoneintoreligion. But the 
hermit came towards her with 
a cup of water in his hand, and 
he cast his hood aback from 
him, and she saw at once that 
it was Leonard the priest, and 
though it was not the friend 
whom she sought, yet was she 
glad that it was a friend; but 
he came and stood by her, and 
said: Rail, wayfarer! wilt thou 
drink of our well and rest thee 
awhile ?jfi?So she took the cup 
& drank of the water, looking 
kindly on him,while he wonder/ 
ed at the beauty of her hand, 
& misdoubted him, Chen she 
gave him back the cup & light/ 
ed down off her horse, & took 
the sallet from her head, and 
spake: X may not pass by a 
friendwitboutaword; think if 
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tbou bast not seen me before ? 
tss^'i'BGJ^ be knew ber, and 
i migbtnot refrain him, 
'but cast bis arms about 
ber & kissed ber, weeping; and 
sbe said: It is sweet to me to 
find a friend after wbat 1 have 
been told of yonder housed 
Yea, said be, & art tbou going 
up tbitber ?,4^Certe8,said sbe, 
and why not ?j^FSaid be: Tlbey 
are gone, and all gone \J9 Row 
and wbitber? said sbe. But X 
must full certainly go tbitber 
at once; X will go afoot with 
tbee; do tbou tether my borse 
till tbou comest back. 

}€ said: But wiltnottbou 
i com e back ? j^Xknownot, 
! sbe said; X know nought 
save that X would go tbitber; 
let it be enough that X suffer 
tbee to go with me, and on the 
way tbou sbalt tell me wbat 
tbou canst of the tale. 

went Leonard and 
tethered the borse, and 
they went together afoot 
to the gate; &Birdalone told 
wbat sbe bad beard of Hrtbur 
and Bugb; and Leonard said: 
Cbis is true, and there is not 
much else to be said. Cdben the 
Black Squire came back from 
the leaguer of the Red Bold, 
& bad beard before of tby de¬ 
parture, be was heavy of mood 
and few/spoken, & wandered 
about as one who might find 
no rest; yet was be not stem 
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with Htra, who for ber part was 
nolessbeavy/bearted: sootb- 
ly a sad company we were, and 
it was somewhat better when 
my lord Hrtbur went bis ways 
from us; and indeed eager be 
was to be gon e; and it cou Id be 
seen of him that be was fain of 
the toil and peril which they of 
Green ford offered him. 'Cben 
in some four months spake my 
lord Bugb that be also would 
be gone to a place where were 
both a land & folk that would 
look friendly on him; so be 
went with my lady Viridis and 
my lady Hurea, and they bad 
Htra also with them; and me 
also they would have bad, but 
my heart failed me to leave the 
place where X bad been so glad 
&so sorry with tbee; death bad 
been better; wherefore in yon¬ 
der bower as in an hermitage 
XserveGodandabidemytime. 
But though X wot nought of 
where is gone tbeBlackSquire, 
X know whereto those fbur are 
gone, & it is but a seven days' 
ride hence, & the land is good/ 
ly & peaceable, & if they be not 
dead, most like they be there 
yet. Bow sayest tbou then,tbou 
dearest and kindest, wilt tbou 
tbitber to them ? for if so, X 
may well lead tbee tbitber. 
S5|i§gjXRDHJvOJSG shook ber 

iwllB hca( *. N^y, she said, X 
aSIgpJ deem that X am drawn 
elsewhither, but soon X shall 






tell thee* Lo now the gate* But 
erewe enter, tellmeofSirGeof- 
f rey of Lea, & why it was that 
they might not abide the un¬ 
couth things, or if there were 
any such Spake Leonard: 
"Things uncouth there were, & 
Xwas called upon to lay them, 
&Xdidas biddetbRolyCburcb 
in all wise, but prevailed not 
against them,&stillwere they 
seen and heard, till folk might 
endure it no longer. 

B ]^D what like were these 
tbmgs?saidBirdalone,& 
are they yet seen&beard? 
Said Leonard: Strange it 
is, but last night X went into 
the great hall where they most# 
ly betid, & laid me down there, 
as whiles X do, for X fear them 
not, and would see if they yet 
appear; bu tall night came no¬ 
thing at all. Hs to the likeness 
of them j^Then he stopped, 
but said presently: Rard it is 
to tell thee of them, but needs 
must X* There be two of these 
things; and one is an image of 
a tall woman of middle-age, 
red-haired, white/skinned, & 
meagre, and whiles she has a 
twiggen rod in her hand, and 
whiles a naked short sword, 
and whiles nought at all. But 
the voice of her is cursing and 
blaspheming and ill/saying. 

■ HXD Birdalone: This is 
then a fetch of my witch- 
mistress of whom! told 



thee erst, and the imageof her; part VX. The 
what is the other ?jS?SaidLeo- Days of Hb- 
nard: X were fain not to tell sence 
thee Yet needs must thou, 
said Birdalone Dear lady, 
said Leonard, the other is an 
image of thee, and even most 
like unto thee; but whiles clad 
in a scanty grey coat and bare¬ 
foot, and whiles clad in a fair 
green gown goodly broidered, 
andbroideredsboon; &whiles 
all mother-naked. 

}JSD what voice com- 
eth from mine image ? 
said Birdalone, smil¬ 
ing,yet somewhat pale withal. 

Said Leonard; One while a 
voice of sweet singing, as of 
a bird in the brake, and that is 
when thou art clad; and again, 
when thou art naked, a voice 
of shrieking and wailing, as of 
one enduring torments. 

ipHKB Birdalone: Hnd 
when did these wonders 
begin? J0 Said be: JSot 
tillaf ter Sir Rugband thy sbe- 
friends were gone hence. 

lOlSfDBReD Birda¬ 
lone a little; then she 
said: X see herein the 
malice of my witch-mistress; 
she wouldnot send these fetch¬ 
es while Rugb was here, lest 
be should turn to seeking me 
with all bis might. But when 
they departed, shewould have 
the castle waste, and then she 
sent them, wotting that tbere- 
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by she would rid her of Sir 
Geoffrey of kea; while, on the 
other band, X was nought so 
much unto him that he would 
spend all his life seeking me. 
But nowXdeemX know somuch 
of her that X may bid thee to 
look on her as dead if these 
fetches come not again within 
a little while. 'Chen mayst thou 
send fit do Sir Geoffrey to wit 
thereof, and belike be will come 
back again; fit fain wereX there/ 
of, for it will be merrier if the 
Castle of the Quest be dwelt 
in once more. 

gS} GH,verily,saidkeonard; 
but far merrier yet wert 
thou to dwell tberejfiF 
]Vay, she said, but now X see 
that it is not fated for me. ket 
us go in, for X would get to 
what X would do. 

SO therewith they passed 
1 under the shadow of the 
I archway, and Birdalone 
stayed not but went straight¬ 
way into the ball, and through 
it; and the priest, who lagged 
somewhat behind her speedy 
feet, cried out unto her: 5Kbi- 
ther wilt thou ? what chamber 
wilt thou visit first ?^But she 
stayed not, and spake to him 
over her shoulder as she went: 
follow me if thou wilt; X have 
but one place only to come to 
ere X leave the Castle of the 
Quest, saveXmust needs turn 
back on my footsteps* 
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IfiGJ^ Leonard came up 
with her, and she went 
her ways out of the hall, 
and out on to the water/swale 
of the castle, fit so to the little 
haven of the water/gate. "Chere 
Birdalon e lookedabou t her ea/ 
gerly; then she turned toiveon/ 
ard fit pointed with her finger 
and said: ko tbouf there yet 
lietb my ferry of old time, the 
SendingBoatjnowwotXwbere/ 
foreX was drawn hither j^Hnd 
her eyes glitteredand her body 
quivered as she spake. 

B SH forsooth, said Ceon/ 
ard, there it lietb; whoof 
all folk in the castle bad 
durst to touch it? But what 
bath it to do with thee, O kind/ 
esttady? 

?RXBN1>> she said, if 
1 this day wearetb,fiiXam 
l yet within these walls, 
then meseemeth there must! 
abide for evermore; fii there per/ 
chance shall X meet that seem/ 
tng of myself, maybe for this 
night, maybe for ever, till X die 
here in this castle void of all 
that X love, and X over/young 
for it, friend. Hnd X know now 
that there is hope within me; 
fbrXbethink meof adearfriend 
over yonder water of whom X 
bavenevertoldany,nor will tell 
thee now, save this, tbatsbeis 
the wisdom of my life.Adhere/ 
fore now X will try this ferry fit 
wot if the wight thereof will 





yetobeytbevoice of the speak# 
eroftbespell,wbobassbedof 1 
ber blood to pay therefor, put 
not forth a band therefore nor 
speak awordtoletme, but take 
this farewell of me, with my 
pity & such love as X may give 
thee, and let me go, and think 
kindly of me, 

B fiCJV she went up to him, 
and laid ber bands upon 
bis shoulders, & kissed 
him, and tumedabout without 
moreadoand stepped into the 
boat; then she sat down and 
stripped ber arm of its sleeve, 
and drew forth a knife and let I 
blood of ber arm, & then arose 
and smeared stem and stem 
therewith, and then sat down 
with ber face to the stem and 
sang: 

"Cbe red raven/wine now (3J 
f)ast tbou drunk, stem & bow; 
Slake then and awake, 

Hnd the Northward way take: 
T^be way of the Slenders 
forth over the flood, 
for the will of the Senders 
is blent with the blood. 

she abode a little, 

I while Leonard stood 
1 staring on ber speech¬ 
less with grief & blinded with 
bis bitter tears, till the boat be# 
gan to move under ber, & pre¬ 
sently glided out of the little 
haven into the wide lake; then 
she turned ber face back unto 




him and waved ber band, & be 
knelt down and blessed ber, 
weeping, Hnd so she vanished 
away from before him. 
Chapter XX, Birdalone find- 
etb tbeXsle of frothing great¬ 
ly bettered, and is kindly en- 
treated there && 

lOSl it was scarce 
noon when she 
departed,and the 
dark night came 
upon ber in the 
_midst of the wa¬ 
ter; and she fell asleep in the 
boat ere the night bad grown 
very old, and woke up in the 
morning, not exceeding early, 
maybe about six o'clock; then 
she looked ahead and thought 
presently to see the ill/favour/ 
ed blotch of the Xsle of Noth¬ 
ing on the bosom of the blue 
waters, whereas it was a fair 
and cloudless morning of lat¬ 
ter JVIay, Sure enough she saw 
landabead, andit lay low down 
on the water, but she deemed 
from the firsttbatitwas green 
of hue, and as she neared it 
she saw that it was verily as 
green as emerald, Cbereat she 
was a little troubled, because 
she thought that mayhappen 
the SendingSoat bad gonea- 
stray,&tbat if the wight there# 
of were not wending the old 
road, maybe be was not mak¬ 
ing for the old haven, for now 
indeed she totd herself right 
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out tbatberwill was to go bach 
again to tbe Rouse under the 
01ood,andseewbatmigbt be¬ 
tide there, and if she and the 
wood/motber together might 
not overcome tbe witch* 

H U.1Z whatever might bap/ 
pen nought could she do 
but sitin berplace&wend 
as the Sending Boat would 
in an hour's spacesbewasrigbt 
under the lee of the land, & she 
saw that it was shapen even as 
tbe Isle of frothing bad been 
aforetime* But this made her 
wonder, that now tbe grass 
grew thick down to tbe lip of 
the water, & all about from tbe 
water up were many little slim 
trees, and some of them with 
the JVIay/tide blossom yet on 
them, as though it were a fair 
and great orchard that she was 
nearing; & moreover, beyond 
all that she saw the thatched 
roofs of houses rising up* 

|ResehrckY then 
the Sending Boat had 
brought her to tbe land, 



& she steppedasbore,but was 
wary, andgather bow bent and 
set an arrow thereto ere she be/ 
gan to go up from the water, 
yet she thought within herself, 
itwill be nought ill if Ibe come 
amongst folk, so long as they 
be peaceful, or else bow might 
X live tbe journey out to all tbe 
isles and so home to tbe Rouse 
under the Stood? 
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10 she turned her face to 
where she hadseen those 
I roofs,which now she saw 
no longer because of the thick 
leaves of tbe little trees, and 
so went along a narrow path, 
which grew to be more & more 
closely beset with trees,&were 
now no longer apple and pear 
and quince and medlar, but a 
young/grown thicket of wood/ 
land trees, as oak & hornbeam 
and beech and holly. 

kHS'Cas she went she 
beard voices before her, 
so she stole warily to tbe 
edge of the copse, finger on 
shaft; and presen tly cou Id see 
clear of tbe saplings & out on 
to a wide space of greensward, 
beyond which wasa homestead 
of many bouses and bowers, 
like unto that of a good yeo¬ 
man in peaceful lands,save that 
tbe main building was longer, 
though it were low But a- 
midsttbesaidgreenswardwas 
a goodly flock of sheep that 
had been but of late washed for 
tbe shearing, & along with the 
sheep fourfolk,two carles and 
two queans,all of them in their 
first youth, not one by seem¬ 
ing of over a score and two of 
summ ersXhese folk were clad 
but simply, man and woman, 
in short coats of white woollen 
(but tbe women's coats a little 
longer than the men's), with¬ 
out shoon or hosen; they bad 







garlands of green leaves on 
their heads, and were wholly 
unarmed, save that one of the 
men bore an ashen wand in his 
hand. Hs for their bodies, they 
were goodly of fashion, tanned 
indeed by the sun’s burning, 
but all sweetof flesh were they, 
shapely and trim, clean/made, 
and light and slim. 

XRDflkOJsrB’S heart 
yearned toward them,& 
she stepped straight¬ 
way from out of the cover of 
the coppice, & the sun flamed 
from her sallet and glittered 
in the rings of her hauberk, so 
that the folk might not fail to 
see her; the sheep fled bund¬ 
ling from her past their keep¬ 
ers, who stood firm, but seem¬ 
ed somewhat scared, & moved 
not towardBirdalone, She gave 
them theseleof theday&stood 
still herself; but the man with 
the asb/wand said: Rail, thou 
man; but we would have thee 
come no nearer a while, though 
thy voice be sweettfor we know 
what things they be which thou 
bearest, & that thou art a war¬ 
rior. Ctlilt thou hurt us ? 

B XRDHkOyf 6 laugbedas 
sweetly as the blackbird 
sings, andsbedidofFber 
salletandshooh the plenteous 
hair down over her,& then drew 
forth her sword and dagger & 
cast them to earth, and laid her 
bowand quiver of arrows upon 
si 



tbem,andsaid:] s JowwilHcome part VI. Che 

to you, or ye shall come to me, Days of Hb- 

whereaslam unweaponed,and sence 

nowarrior,butawoman,andye 

are fbur to one,and two of you 

carles; wherefore now ye may 

bind me or slay me if you will; 

but in any case X pray you first 

to give me amoutbf ulof meat* 

Rej'Jsbe bad done her 
speech,shewent up to 
the fairest of the wo/ 
men & kissed her; but the two 
carles made no more ado but 
came to Birdalone and kissed 
her one after other, and that 
as men who needed nought to 
compel them therein,and each 
thereafter took a band of her 
and held it and caressed it.But 
the other woman bad run into 
the bouse as soon asBirdalone 
spoke,& came back again with 
a treen bowl full of milk anda 
little loaf,not white but brown; 
and there blundered about her 
legs as she came a tittle lad of 
some three winters old, naked 
and brown, who was shy of the 
gleamingnew/comer,& bid him 
behind the woman onewbi(e,& 
the other while came forth to 
see the new thing. But the wo/ 
man said: Dear woman, here is 
for theesome of the ewes’milk, 
and a bite of bread, and a little 
deal of cheese; the said milk is 
yet warm, so that it is not yet 
clottered; butif thou wilt come 
with us thou mayest speedily 
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drink cows'milk, & we be now 
at point to go milk them* 

IRDAkO^B thanked 
her with a heart full of 
content, and was not ill/ 
pleased to get her hands free 
from the two carles; so she sat 
down & ate her breakfast while 
they talked with her, and told 
her of diverse work of theirs; 
as to how their trees were wax/ 
ing, and new tillage they had 
done the past spring, & how it 
befell to the kine&the goatsjof 
their children also they spake, 
& how there were already four 
thereof, and one of the wom¬ 
en, the meat/ bringer, already 
quickened with child once more* 
So that ere we die, Quoth the 
carle who was speaking,we look 
to see many grandchildren, & 
shall have some stoutcarles & 
Queans here* Hnd by that time 
will some of the trees be well 
grown,so thatwemay fell tim/ 
berandmake us some keel that 
will wend the lake,& help us a/ 
fishing; or wemay go to other 
lands; or whiles folk may com e 
to us, even as thou hast, thou 
dear/han ded, sweet/voiced wo/ 
man* But wilt thou abide here 
ever? 




)6A, said the other, but 
that ts looking forward 
a long while, that build/ 
ing of ships. CClhat is nearer & 
well to think of is, that these 
apple and pear trees be so well 
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fruited, small as they be, that 
this harvest we shall be able to 
make us cider and perry; yea, 
and no little deal thereof. But 
art thou minded to abide with 
us ever ? "Chat were dear to us; 
and belike thou wouldest bear 
us children, thou also. 

■ ftejsr SpHKe the meat- 
fetcbin g woman,& laugh/ 
ed withal: l^ay, thou al¬ 


so lookest aloof a pretty deal; 
whereas what is now to do is to 
go milk the kine,& to take this 
guest with us, so that she may 
drink somewhat better than 
ewes'milk though the cider be 
not ready to band. But tell me, 
our dear guest, art thou verily 
going to abide with us a long 
while ? that were sweet to us,& 
we will do all we may to plea¬ 
sure thee. 

B AY, saidBirdalone,itwill 
no better be but that X 
depart on the morrow; 
and all thanks dolgiveyou for 
your kindness* 

B ne woman kissed her, 
and she arose, and all 
they went together to 
the milking of the kine some 
half mile inland; and they pas/ 
sed through much of orchard, 
& some deal of tillage, where¬ 
in the wheat was already grow/ 
mg high; and so came they to 
a wide meadow through which 
ran a little stream, and therein 
was a goodly herd of kine. So 
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they fell to the milking,&made 
Birdalone drink of the sweet 
cows' milk, & then went and lay 
down under the shade of th e lit/ 
tleyoung trees,&talked&were 
merry together. But the men 
were both of them somewhat 
willing at first to kiss Birda¬ 
lone and toy with her, but when 
she let them know that she de/ 
sired it not they refrained them 
without grudging. 

5kJv this while of their 
rsj ir talk they asked Birda/ 
Wvim lone nought of whence 
and whither, & she would not 
ask them,lest it might stir their 
asking,& then she would have 
to tell them some deal of her 
story; & telling it was now be/ 
come unto her somewhat wea/ 
ry work. 

■ JV a while they arose all, 
and the men and one wo/ 
man went their ways to 


deal with the acreland, but the 
meat/fetcher went back with 
Birdalone into tbebouse;& she 
showed her all that was tbere- 
in,whichwas for themore part, 
forsooth, the four babes afore/ 
said. Che others came back in 
the eventide, bearing with them 
foison of blue hare/bells, and 
telling joyously how they had 
found them anigh the coppice 
edge in such a place: & there¬ 
after they were merry, & sang 
and talked the evenin g away, & 
showed Birdalone at last to a 


fair little cham ber wherein was part VX. Che 
a bed of dry grass, where she Days of Hb- 
lay down & slept in allcontent, sence 
Chapter X. Of Birdalone's 
flitting from the isle of ]So- 
thing^^t 

JM "CRG morrow 
1 Birdalone arose 
betimes, & would 
jnot tarry despite 
|all the kindness 

_I of that folk and 

the change which had come o- 
ver the Isle of jNotbing; so the 
friends saw her down to the 
boat all together, & bore down 
with them a deal of bread and 
cheese and late apples of the 
last year, for her provision on 
the road, & a pail of milk with/ 
al; and men and women they 
kissed her at departure, and 
the meat/fetcher said: Xf by 
any means thou mayst find a 
keel which will carry thee hith¬ 
er, at some time, X would thou 
wou Idst com e; for even if thou 
beold,andwepassedaway,yet 
here shall be our children or 
our grandchildren to welcome 
thee; and we will tell them the 
tale of thee that they remem¬ 
ber it and long for thee. 

■ F)6]V Birdalone kissed 
heragain,&made much 
of her, and so stepped 
into the boat, and fell to ber 
sacrifice to the wight thereof; 
and those others stared at ber 
& wondered, & spake nought 
























Part VI,'Che untobertillsbewasgoneglid- 
Days of Hb- ingover the face of the waters; 
sence but as they walked back to the 

bouse, they spake amongst 
themselves that this must be 
some goddess (for of Roly 
Church they knewnougbt) who 
bad come to visit them in her 
loveliness; and in after times, 
when this folk waxed a many, 
and tilled all the isle and made 
ships & spread toother lands 
and became great, they yet bad 
amemory of Birdalon e as their 
own very lady & goddess,who 
had come from the fertile and 
wise lands to bless them,when 
first they began to engender 
on that isle, and bad broken 
bread with tbem,&slept under 
their roof, & then departed in 
awonderful fashion, as might 
be looked for of a goddess, 

H ire as for Birdalone, she 
came not back ever, nor 
saw that folk again, and 
now she sped over the water 
toward the Isle of Kings* 

,4* Chap ter XI. Coming to the 
Isle of Kings Birdalone find- 
etb there a score & two of fair 
Damsels who would fain have 
her company^? , 4 * 

fIRDHkOT*e 
came ashore at 
the said isle at 
the day/dawn, 
and saw but lit- 

_ tie change in the 

I isle when it grew light,and still 
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the castle stood looking down 
awfully on to the meadows. 
But when she bad set foot on 
the land, she handled her bow 
lest tbeworstmight befall,and 
lookedabouther,deemingtbat 
this time she would not go her 
ways to the dread show that 
was arrayed in the castle, if for/ 
sooth those dead folk yet a- 
bode there. 

[O now as she looked a- 
cross the meadow, she 
saw one with light and 
fluttering raiment come forth 
from the trees, & look toward 
her whereas she stood flash¬ 
ing & gleaming in the sun tike 
an image of the God of kove 
turnedwarrior. JSowBirdalone 
deemed for sure that this was 
a woman; she saw her come a 
little ntgber to her, and then 
stand lookingat her under the 
sharp of her hand; then she 
turned about and ran back to 
the brake whence she came; & 
presently Birdalone heard the 
soundof voices coming thence, 
and in a little while thereafter 
came forth from the said brake 
aroutof women (one score and 
two as they were told thereaf¬ 
ter) & walkedover the meadow 
straight unto her. She stood 
where she was, so as to benigb 
unto her ferry in case they will¬ 
ed her unpeace; for though 
they were weapon less by seem/ 
ing, they were a many. 






F>ejS" they were come 
near they stood about 
berin abalf rtng,whis/ 
pering& laughing each to each* 
Birdalone saw that they were 
all young, & tbatnoneof them 
might be called ungoodly,and 
some were full fair. "Cbey were 
bright and fine of array, jviost 
bore gold and gems on fingers 
& neck & arms; they were clad 
in light, or It may be said wan¬ 
ton raimen t of diverse colours, 
which bad only this of their fa/ 
sbion in common, that they 
none of them bid over/much of 
their bare bodies; for either the 
silk slipped from the shoulder 
of her, or danced away from 
her flank; and she whose feet 
were shod, sparednottosbow 
knee and some deal of thigh; 
and she whose gown reached 
unsheared from neck to heel, 
wore it of a web so thin andfine 
that it hid but little betwixt 
heel and neck. 

■ 1RDH LO]^ 6 o too d gaz/ 
ingon them and wonder/ 
mg, and she had a mind 
to think that they were some 
show sent by her old mistress 
the witch for her undoing, and 
she loosened her sword in its 
sheath and nocked an arrow. 

B ut then ran forward 
two of the damsels & 
knelt before her,& each 
took an hand of her, and fell to 
kissing it, and she felt their 
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hands that they were firm and 
their lips that they were soft 
and warm, & they were doubt¬ 
less aliveand real. 'Chen spake 
oneof them and said: Rail our 
lord! Row can words say bow 
we rejoice in thy coming this 
happy mom. ]^ow do all we 
give ourselves to thee as thy 
slaves to do as thou wiltwitb. 
Yet we pray thee be merciful 
to us and our longings. 

RBReonXR BlIX the 
sort of them knelt down 
on the grass before Bird/ 
aloneand joined their hands as 
praying to ber.Hnd Birdalone 
was full ill at ease, and wotted 
not where she was. But she 
said: Railf and good days and 
fulfilmentof wishes unto you, 
fair damsels f But tell me, is 
this the Xsle of Kings, as X 
deemed; for strange it is for 
me to see ye womenfolk here ? 

■ HID she who bad spok¬ 
en afore: Yea verily this 
is the Xsle of Kings; but 
long ago are the kings dead, & 
yet they sit dead in the great 
ball of the castle yonder, as 
thou mayst see if thou, who 
art a man anda valiant warrior, 
durst follow up yon mountain 
path thereto; but we, weak wo/ 
men and little/hearted, durst 
not go anigb it; and we trem¬ 
ble when whiles amtgbts com- 
etb down thence the sound of 
clashing swords & clattering 
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shields, and the cries of men in 
battle.But,praise be to the God 
of kove, nought cometh down 
from thence unto us. Cbere- 
foredo we live peaceful lives & 
pleasant here, lacking nought 
but thee, lord; and lonow thou 
bast come unto us, and we are 
happy in our inmost hearts. 
OHl was Birdalone per¬ 
plexed & knew not what 
todojbutatlastsbesaid: 
Gentlemaidens,Ipray you par/ 
don me, but I must depart 
straightway; for I have an er¬ 
rand, and life or death lietb on 
it. In all else than my abiding 
here may ye have your will. 

neRemiCR did she 
movea little way toward 
her ferry; but forth¬ 
with all they brake out weep¬ 
ing & wailing and lamenting, 
and some of them came up to 
Birdaloneand cast themselves 
down before her, and clasped 
her knees, and took bold of her 
skirts, an d besought her pite¬ 
ously to abide with them. But 
she put them aside as well as 
she might, & stepped aboard 
the Sending Boat, and stood 
amidst it waiting on their de¬ 
parture; but they went not, & 
stood along on the lip of the 
land crying out & beseeching 
with much clamour. 

F)GJV Birdalone waxed 
somewhat wrath at their 
noise and tumult, & she 
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drew forth her knife and bared 
her arm and let blood from it. 
But when they saw the white¬ 
ness & roundness of it,& bow 
fine and sleek it was, straight¬ 
way they changed their tune, 
and cried out: H woman, a wo¬ 
man, a fool of a woman f <& they 
laughed in scorn and mockery. 
Hnd the speaker of them said: 
]Vow there is but one thing for 
thee to do, and that is to come 
forth from thy boat and strip 
off thy stolen raiment, and we 
shall make thee as fine as our¬ 
selves^ thou sbalt come with 
us, and with us abide the com¬ 
ing of our lord. ]NTay,tbou art 
so fair and lovely, that thou 
sbalt be the Lady and Queen 
of us, and we will do after thy 
commands, and thou mayst 
chastise us if we fail therein. 
But now if thou wilt not come 
forth of the boat uncompelled, 
we shall pluck thee forth of it. 
|H!||]^D therewith she set her 
iSpaE foot on the gunwale of 
KhS the boat, & two or three 
others did the like. But now 
badBirdalone her swordnaked 
in her hand, and she waxed as 
red as blood, & cried out: for¬ 
bear I bid you I Yea verily lam 
a woman; but I will not take 
this offer either,wbereaslhave 
an errand, as I told you* Hnd 
so stern it is, that if ye now let 
my departure I will not spare 
to smite with this sword who/ 



so first cometb aboard my fer/ 
ry, and though X be not a man, 
yet shall ye find that in this 
matter X shall be little worse, 
whereas X am armed and ye be 
naked. 

F>BN they drew back & 
stood gibing&jeering 
at her; but she heeded 
it no whit, but reddened stem 
& stern of the Sending Boat, 
and sang her spell, and forth 
glided the ferry, while the dam/ 
sels stood and stared aston- 
isbed.Hs for Birdalone, as she 
sped on her way she might not 
refrain her laughter. Cbus she 
wended the wet highway. 
Chapter XXX. Birdalone com/ 
eth again to theXsle of Queens, 
and findeth a perilous Hdven/ 
ture therein && 

wasnotyetday/ 
break when Bird/ 
alone came ashore 
again ,&tbemoon 
was down, and it 
was dark; where- 
Ifore she durst not go up on 
the land, but lay down in the 
ferry & fell asleep there. 5(1 hen 
she woke again it was broad 
daylight, the sun was up, and a 
little ripple was running over 
the face of the water. She step/ 
ped ashore straightway, and 
looked up the land and to the 
right hand and the left, & saw 
at once that it was indeed the 
Xsle of Queens, and the house 
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stood trim and lovely as of old 
time; then she longed some¬ 
what to tread the green mea¬ 
dow a little, for yet young was 
the day, and she saw nought 
stirring save the throstle & a 
fewsmall beasts. f)owever,sbe 
said to herself that shewould 
go nowhere nigh to the good¬ 
ly house wherein abode those 
images of death. Yet her body 
longed so sore for the spring/ 
tide freshness of the grass,& 
was so bewooed of the flowery 
scent thereof, that though she 
durst not go unarmed, she did 
off her foot/gear & went steal¬ 
ing softly barefoot and with 
naked legs over the em broider/ 
ed greensward, saying aloud 
to herself: Xf run for the ferry 
X needs must, lighter shall X 
run so dight. 

/OjsreCRBJveSS, she 
had gone but a little 
way ere a terror took 
bold of her, though she saw no 
child of Hdam anigh, and she 
turned and ran back swiftly to 
berold place and sat down un¬ 
der a twisted oak/tree bard by 
the Sending Boat, and abode 
there panting and quaking, & 
scarce daring to look up from 
the grass for a while. Chen her 
heart came back to her, an d she 
laughed, and said to herself: 
X am a fool, for X need fear 
nought on this Xsle of Queens 
save women like myself. 
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S BC she sat there a lit¬ 
tle while longer without 
stirring; then she stood 
up and looked keenly around, 
&, asaforesaid, exceeding far¬ 
sighted she was; but still she 
saw neither man nor maid nor 
suckling child. 

E RBJsr BBR eyes sought 
the lips of the lake, and 
rested on a little bight 
some stone's throw ahead of 
the SendingBoat,where, a lit¬ 
tle back from the water, slim 
willowsmadeaveil betwixt the 
water of the meadow; and she 
looked,andsawhow pleasanta 
place it were for a one to stand 
and look on the ripple just left, 
while the water dripped from 
the clear body on to the grass. 
Hnd her bare feet fell to tell¬ 
ing her clad sides of the sweet 
coolness of the water, & wait¬ 
ed for no naysay, but lightly 
bore her toward the willowy 
bight.Hnd when she was there, 
she did off her sallet & ungirt 
her, and laid her sword on the 
grass, and did off her surcoat 
and hauberk,&so was a woman 
again in one white coat above 
her smock. Chen she looked 
heedfully betwixt the willow- 
boughs,and saw no more than 
before, nought but a little 
whitethorn brake, now white 
indeed with blossom,somefif/ 
ty yards landward from where 
she stood. So she laughed, & 
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did off her other raiment,&slid 
swiftly into the water, that em/ 
braced her body in all its fresh 
kindness; & as forBirdalone, 
sherewardedit wellforits past 
toil by sporting & swimming 
to her full. 




SRB came forth 
from the water, and 
clad herself in no great 
haste, and did on her hauberk 
and sallet and sword, and so 
went back to her place, and sat 
down and began to do on her 
foot/gear. 

J CTCas she looked up from 
her work a moment, lot 
l a tallman coming toward 
her, andjustabout the willows 
whereby she bad bathed. Her 
heart beat quick and her face 
changed, yet she hastened, & 
was sbod&stood up in knight/ 
ly array by then be stayed bis 
steps som efive paces from her, 
& gave her the sele of the day 
in courteous wise;&sbe strove 
to think that he bad not seen 
her, or at least noted her o- 
therwise digbt; yet her heart 
misgave her, 

B was a grizzled/baired 
man of over fifty sum¬ 
mers by seeming, but 
goodly enough and well knit; 
he was clad in a green coatmore 
than a little worn, but made 
after the fashion of knight¬ 
hood; be had nought on his 
head but an oah/cbaplet, and 







no weapons but a short sword 
by his side andastout staff in 
his hand. 

RB gave back bis greet¬ 
ing in a quavering voice; 
and he said: Welcome a- 
gain,youngman.Hrt thou come 
to dwell with us ? T>uly thou 
art trim now, but ere some few 
months tbineattirewill be not 
so much fairer than ours, and 
thine hauberk will be rusted, 
for here be no joyous tiltings 
nor deeds of arms, & no kind 
ladies to give the award of 
honour, so that if we fight a- 
mongst ourselves it will be be¬ 
cause we have fallen out, and 
spitefully. Yet (& be laughed, 
mockingly, as she thought) 
thou mayst bring us luck, and 
draw some fair damsels unto 
us, for that is what we await 
in this isle, which is barren of 
their fair bodies, despite of its 
deceitful name. 

heRGHt Birdalone 
reddened,deeming that 
be divined her woman¬ 
hood, but she enforced her to 
speak hardily, andas manly as 
she might, and said: Yea, fair 
sir, & if X be the God of Love, 
as thou deemest, & not merely 
a poor squire (Louts Delabaye, 
at thy service), bow many dam/ 
sets shall X send thee if there 
must needs be one to each man 
ofyou?^Quotbbe:Cboumust 
make up the tale to a score or 




more, orsomeof usmust lack. 
Sooth to say, at this time thou 
needest not baste over/mucb 
for all the tale, whereas there 
is but one other of the com¬ 
pany near at hand, am ere fool¬ 
ish young man; the others are 
gone to the leewardsideof the 
isle, to fetch us venison &fish, 
both of which are more plenty 
there than here; wherefore are 
we two som ewhat Ion esome in 
this stead,allthemoreas we be 
over/nigh to the sorcery in the 
great house, which we durst 
not enter; for though nought 
cometh out thence down unto 
us, yet bear we amigbt/tides, 
first songs, and then criesand 
shrieking,come out therefrom. 

B Re^ RG SrHYGD bis 
speech, and drew a lit¬ 
tle nigher to Birdalone, 
and then grinn ed, & said: for¬ 
sooth we can spare him, we 
twain jg^Hnd be looked on her 
hard, and the colour came into 
her cheeks, and she laughed 
uneasily, as a dainty lady when 
shehearetbsome unmeet tale. 
ETC again the old carle 
drew nigher to her, and 
said: 'Chou seemest to 
have a good bow and store of 
arrows; if thou wouldst lend 
them to me for a little, & come 
with m e in to tb e wood bard by, 
X might shoot thee some ve¬ 
nison with little toil to thee; 
whereas, forsooth, thou look# 
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cst scarce like one who is meet 
for over/mucbtoil^H gain she 
reddened, and spake nought 
this time; & be said: Deem not 
there be no deer this end of the 
isle becauseXsaid that the otb/ 
ers were gon e to fetch horn e ve/ 
nison; only the deer be tamer 
there and more, and we have 
but evil sbooting/gear,where/ 
as thou art well found therein, 
SIHt thou not come? we shall 
have merry feast after the bunt. 

H OCtt RHD Btrdalone 
come to her wits again, 
and she answered like 
amerry youth,witbaflavourof 
mockery in her speech: fair sir, 
thou shalt not deem tbatXneed 
much help in slaying the dun 
deer; for X do thee to wit that 
X shoot not ill in the bow; nei¬ 
ther am X heavy/footed. But X 
will not hunt in your park to¬ 
day, for X have an erran d which 
calletbme away, so tbatX shall 
depart hence presently. Be¬ 
sides, wise elder, there is thine 
errand to see to; andif X be the 
God of kove, as thou sayest, 
Xmustnotkeeptbee&tbyvali/ 
ant fellows languishing mate- 
less; so with thy leave X will 
now depart, that X may send 
you a score of fair damsels for 
your company. 

^ND she turned about 
& made a step toward 
her boat; but the carle 
drew nearer, laughing; and be 
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said: "Cruly sayest thou that 
thou art not heavy/footed, for 
never sawXfeet lighter or fair¬ 
er than glided over the mea¬ 
dow e’en now; nor a fairer body 
than came likerosy/tinted pearl 
fresh out of the waterwbileXlay 
hidden in yonder tborn/brake 


that while. KHheref ore trouble 
not thyself to bring any more 
damsels than thyself, fairest 
Goddess of JvOve,for thou art 
enough for me. 

B Md fmeaeecnxD be 
ran forward, & stretch¬ 
ed out a bandto her; but 
in that nick of time had she her 
sword naked in her hand, & the 
carle drew back before the glit/ 
ter thereof, & cried ou t: Do, ho t 
is it to be battle, my mistress ? 
Deemest thou that thou wilt 
slay me as lightly as the dun 
deer, & thou with thy bow un¬ 
strung at thy back ? ffow shall 
Xshow thee a trick of fence;but 
fear not that X shall hurt thee 
to spoil thee. 

jUISje advanced on her with 
ibis staff aloft, and her 
! heart failed her, and she 
quaked,& lightly be beat down 
her guard & did the sword out 
of her hand; and again be turn/ 
ed on her to take her, but she 
sprang aside & ran from him, 
but ran landward perforce, as 
be was betwixt her & the boat; 
and be followed heavily,& had 
nought to do in the race. 




fjj||S|Crc she had not gone a 

mBII tw ° /SCOrc yards ere she 
liliia heard a great shout, and 
another man came running o- 
ver the meadow; a slim young 
man was this, and worseof at¬ 
tire than the old carle, for so 
tattered was his raiment that 
he was half nahed; but he was 
goodly of fashion, fresb/col- 
oured and black/balred, Bird- 
alone stayed her feet when she 
saw him,for though she doubt/ 
ednot to outrun him,yet whi¬ 
ther should she run, since her 
ferry was behind her? 

Otheyoungmancameup 
to her, and the old carle 
met him all panting, and 
theyoungmansald:Bownow, 
Hntony 1 what battle Is this? 
& wherefore art thou chasing 
this fair knlgb t ?Hnd thou,fair 
sir, why fleest thou this grey 
d asta rd? 

]jg||||jjtHXD Hntony: 'Chou art 
Pag M but a young fool, Ot- 
ter, this Is no man, but 
a woman, andlhave taken her, 
and she Is mine. 

eXX,saidOtter,Xsay 
she Is as much mine 
as thine; nay, m ore,If 
she will give herself unto me. 
But If she will not,she shall go 
whither she will tn thy despite. 
Or art thou a woman ? 

GH,yea, saidBlrdalone; 
&Xpraytbee,bytbymo/ 
therms head, suffer me to 





depart; for heavy and full of 
need Is the errand that X am a- 
bout. 

B O thou shalt then, said 
Otter; lead back to thy 
place, & twill walk with 
thee J$f So did they: and Bird/ 
alone went beside the young 
man quaking; but be put outno 
hand unto her; & sooth to say 
she deemed that she had sel¬ 
dom seen sofalrayoungman, 
but It were Hrthur or Hugh, 

■ O0I he, as Hntony,was 
girtwithasbort sword, 
but be let it be in its 
sheath; and as they went, Hn¬ 
tony drew bis blade again, and 
hove it up to smite Otter, but 
as it befellBirdalone saw him, 
and turned round sharp upon 
him and gat bold of bis wrist, 
and therewith Otter turned at/ 
so, and caught the old carle by 
the nape as be turned away, & 
put a foot before bis & shoved 
mightily,so tbatbewentnose/ 
ting to the earth, 

turnec * Otter about 
HHI again,laughing ,& be said 
ESSSto Birdalone: By Saint 
Giles f thou art well/nigh too 
valiant for a woman,&X would 
that we two might be together; 
and then between us we might 
achieve the adventure of the 
dead ladies up yonder She 
hung her head, and said: fair 
sir, it may not anywise be; yet 
1 thank thee,X thank thee. 
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[O came they to the wa- 
ter/slde and the Send- 
’ mg Boat, & Birdalone 
stayed her feet there, and the 
young man said: lObat Is this 
heel, that seemetb unto me as 
If It were a ferry for malefac¬ 
tors wending to a death of tor/ 
ment,so grey and bleared and 
water/logged & sun / bleached 
as It Is, and smeared over with 
stains of X hnow not what ? 
JHID Blrdalon e: Such as It 
i Is, It Is my ferry over the 
I water to where X would 
be Strange 1 said Otter; to 

my mind It Is like to our for¬ 
tunes on this Isle, we who were 
once knights & merry squires 
and are now as gangrel men,& 
of III conditions, thinking of 
nought save our first desires, 
even those which we share with 
the wolf and the kite. 

^6 said: But art thou 
of evil conditions, thou 
-who bast just delivered 
me from trouble smiled 
grim ly: Damsel,sald be,X have 
not delivered tbeeyetfrom me, 
though X have from him. But 
tell me, art thou a sorceress ? 
jfi?T^ot a black one, said Blrd¬ 
alon e; butXwIll tell thee at once 
that! have been bred by a witch 
most mighty, and some deal 
of lore have X learned JP Hnd 
therewith she told him of the 
SendlngBoat,&bowsbewould 
have to speed It on the way. 
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il$G looked on her a little & 
then turned away, & saw 
her sword lying on the 
grass; so be went to It & pick/ 
ed It up and brought It to her, 
andsald:T^boumaystyetneed 
this keen frlend^So she took 
It and thrust It bach Into the 
scabbard, quaking somewhat 
because of him; so feeble and 
frail as she felt before him j0 
'Chen be said:Xf thou deemest 
thou hast som ewbat to reward 
me f or,X have a boon to ask of 
thee, & granting that,we shall 
be quits agaln^yea, she said 
faintly, and what Is the boon ? 
jS? F>e said: Hrt thou pressed 
to depart now, this m mute ?J? 
JNay, said Birdalone,not for an 
hour If there be no peril here 
from other men, and...and.,. 
j^FHnd If X be true to thee and 
will let thee go?sald he,laugh/ 
Ing; babf Is that not thy word? 
fear not, X swear by thine eyes 
that thou shalt depart when so 
thou wllt.jVow tben,tbe boon X 
crave Is,that thou wilt sit down 
here beside me and tell me the 
tale of thy life that has been. 

Said she: Xt wearies me to 
think thereof; yet bast thou a 
right to crave somewhat of me, 
and this Is not hard to grant, 

H J^Dshe sat down by him; 
but he said; Do this al¬ 
so for me, take off thine 
headpiece, since now that we 
know thee for a woman It ser- 





vetbtheenougbtj^Sodidsbe, 
& began her tale straightway, 
and told him all thereof, save 
as to the wood/wife, and be sat 
bear hen ing & wat c b in g her face; 
and when sbebadmadean end, 
be said: J'fow shall X ash none 
other boon of thee, though X 
long sore for it; but best it is 
that we sunder straightway, 
else maybe X might yet be for 
hindering thee. 


pgRBReniXCR be stood 
XPi up,&Birdalonealso,and 
ISSysJ be loohed on her eagerly, 
and said: X am now to bid tbee 
farewell, & it is most lihe that 
X shall never see tbee again, 
wbereforeX will ash tbeeyet to 
let one thing come from thy 
mouth; for X deem tbee the 
dearest of all women X have 
ever seen SI bat shall X say ? 
saidBirdalone, smiling on him 
hindly; must thou needs put 
the word in my mouth ? Chou 
bast been friendly with me 
here when need was to me of 
friendliness; wherefore X say, 
XwouldXmigbtseetbeeagain, 
and thou better bestead than 
now tbou art. 

\2=j^g?RB young man's face 
MiSlS brightened, & be said: 
gSsggfiv Spahe X not that tbou 
wert the dearest of all? Cbis 
was even the word Xwould have 
put in tby mouth. Butnowsee 
tbou, one goetb on from one 
thing to another, and X must 




now ash tbee, is there aught 
which thou bast a m ind to give 
me ereXdepart, some heepsah e 
which! durst not ash for? 
JRB flushed red and said: 
X will with a good heart 
give tbee my bow and ar/ 
rows fora heepsahe; whereas 
the old carle told me that ye be 
ill furnished of sbooting/gear. 

SRB would have 
tahen her bow from 
her bach,but be laugh/ 
ed aloud, and said: jS’ay, nay, X 
will not have that; for there be 
those who gird them to asword 
& hnownot how to use it, but 
few will cumber their shoul¬ 
ders with bow and quiver who 
cannot shoot tberewithjXdeem 
it lihe that tbou art a fell bow¬ 
man. Keep tby bow therefore, 
andiftbouwiltgowitboutany 
other gift, even so be it. 

B JTO RB JVIHDB as if he 
would turn away; but she 
put forth both her hands 
and tooh his in them,and lifted 
up her face& hissed him hind/ 
ly, and then turn ed away to her 
ferry;while Otter stood still & 
said in a merry voice :]Sow is it 
better than well, for tbou art in 
all ways wbatXwould have tbee, 
& there is nought lihe unto tbee. 
jS?Hnd therewith be turned a- 
way & departed ere Birdalone 
bad stepped into the Sending 
Boat, and she blushing lihe a 
rose the while. "Chen she did 

269 


part Tl. Che 
Days of Hb- 
sence 






due sacrifice to the wtgbtof the 
witcb/ferry,&spedon her way 
without any hindrance. 
Chapter OCXXX. Coming to the 
Isle of tbeYoungandtheOld, 
Birdalone findeth it peopled 
with Children && 

all this 
bad worn some 
hours, but yet it 
was barely noon; 
wherefore it was 

_yet dark by then 

Birdalone madetbeXsle of the 
Young&tbeOld;so she step/ 
pedoutoftbe boat, & laydown 
on the grass & abode the dawn 
sleeping, Hnd she awoke with 
the clatter of shrill voices, and 
she rose up and looked, and lo 
a multitude of children all a- 
bout her, both men and women 
children,&, as it seemed,from 
fiveyears old upward to fifteen. 
Cbey cried and crowed merrily 
when they saw her stand up,& 
pressed on her to see her the 
nearer & to touch her hands or 
her raiment.Cbey were but lit/ 
tie clad,&the younger ones not 
at all, but were goodly young¬ 
lings and merry. So great was 
the noise they raised,that loud 
were the thunder which badnot 
been bushed thereby; & Bird/ 
alone stood looking on them, 
smiling, & knewnot what to do. 
Hnon she turned to a tall thin 
lad of some fifteen winters, & 
said unto him: CHilt thou now 
270 



take me unto the bouse,«the 
place where dwelletb the old 
man ? j^F Quoth he: X neither 
know of an old man, nor right/ 
ly what itm eans, the word. Hm 
notXold enough for thee ?Xam 
the oldest of these here. But 
belike thou art hungry; where/ 
fore if thou come to the place 
where we sleep a/nigbts, and 
where we shelter us from the 
storm&tbe rain when need is,X 
will give thee to eat; for we have 
both bread and milk & cheese, 
and raisins of the sun. 

}0 be took her hand and 
; led her along, and asked 
I her by the way concern¬ 
ing her armour and weapons, 
& of the fashion of battle, an d 
she told him thereof what she 
would. 

B fjClS came they to the 
place where erst had 
been the cot under the 
ruin of the great ancient house; 
but now was gone all that ruin 
& the great grey walls, though 
the cot was left; & all about it 
were low bowers built of small 
wood and thatched undef tly. 
But the ladsmiled when he saw 
it, as if the sight thereof made 
him happy; & he saidtHU these 
have we made sinceXhave dwelt 
here,and no other home have! 
known. 

he led her into the 
. cot, &set her down to eat 
k and to drink, & through 





the open door she could see the 
children swarming,&they that 
were nigbest thrusting each o/ 
ther this way and that to catch 
a sight of her, 

B OCtl she said: fair child, 
bowgattest thou this vie/ 
tual if there be no older 
folk to belpyou ?^Said he:35e 
digthegroundandsowit,and 
the wheat comes up, & we reap 
it in harvest, & make bread of 
it; and we have goats and Nine, 
and we milk them, and turn the 
milk with a little blue flower, 
which is fair to see. Hnd there 
are in this isle little hills where 
the grapes grow plenty; and 
some we eat and some we dry 
for store, J*o thou, such be our 
ways for victual. But tell me, 
said he, thou sayest old,and X 
know not the word; art thou 
old?^Sbe laughed: J^ot very, 
said she,yet older than thou. 
[HID the lad: T!hou art 
fair & dear to look on, 
and thy voice is sweet; 
wilt thou not abide with us, & 
teach us what it is to be old? 
jt?] STay,said sbe,Imay not,for 
I have an errand which driveth 
me on; wherefore X must be 
gone within this hour. 

?ORSOOCR, she was 
growing eager now to 
be done with her jour¬ 
ney and come to the Rouse urn 
dertbeGIood,whatever should 
befall her there, JMoreover she 





deemed itwou Id not be restful 
to her toabide amongall these 
restless children, with their 
ceaseless crying & yelping: if 
restsbemight,shewouldrest, 
she deemed, in the Xsle of In¬ 
crease Qnsought,if there were 
no ill things abiding there. 

[Reaefoae now 
she arose, when she 
had sat hearkening 
the sound of the lad’s prattle 
fora while, for as to the sense 
thereof she might not heed 
it over/much. "Che youngling 
would not leave her, but led 
her, bolding her hand,down to 
her ferry again; she kissed him 
in thanks for bis meat,&bered- 
dened thereat but said nought. 
HU thewholeroutof little ones 
bad followed her down to the 
water, and now they stood, as 
thick as bees on a honeycomb, 
on the bank, to watch her de¬ 
parture. But if they were keen 
to see her doings before, bow 
much keener were they when it 
came to the baring of her arm 
and thesmearingof the Send¬ 
ing Boat. "Co be short, so keen 
were they, and pushed & show 
ed each other so sturdily, that 
more than one or two fell in¬ 
to the water, and Birdalone 
was frighted lest they should 
drown; but they swam like 
ducks, and got on to the land 
when they would, which was 
not so very soon, for some of 
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den, but was waste & bare, and 
nought grew on it save thin & 
wiry grass, already seeding 
even ere lune was born, & here 
and there hard and ugly herbs, 
with scarceaught that might be 
called a flower amongst them. 
'Crees there were yet, but the 
most of them stark dead, and 
the best dying fast, ]No beasts 
she saw, nor fowl; nothing but 
lizards and beetles, & nowand 
again a dry grey adder coiled 
up about a sun/burned stone. 
But of great carrion flies, green 
and blue, were there a many, 
and whiles they buzzed about 
her head till she sickenedwith 
loathing of them. HU this she 
found on her way as she went 
up toward the place where erst 
was the great perron.But when 
she came to the top there was 
no sign either of the stairs or 
the house, or aught that ever 
was budded; there was nought 
but the bare bent top, ungrass/ 
ed, parched by wind, scorched 
by sun, washed by rain, 
ggijftG wandered about the 
isle, to places where she 
had not been herself, but 
which she deemed she might 
have known by the telling of 
the Green Knight's tale, had 
there been no change since 
those days; but now was all 
changed, & the whole isle was 
a mere waste, and withal pois¬ 
onous of aspect to her mind, 


them hung unto the gunwale 
of the boat, & hove theirfaces 
up to look over into it, and left 
not bold till the ferry was fair/ 
ly under weigh and beginning 
to quicken its speed. 

H O I~Gf C Birdalone the 
isle,&nougbtbefellber 
on the way to theXsleof 
Increase Clnsought. 
^Chapter XIV Xhe Sending 
Boat disappeared from the 
Isle of Increase Clnsought, & 
Birdalone seeketb to escape 
thence by swimming && 

H XZ was as before 
that Birdalone 
came to the shore 
of the isle while 
it was yet night; 
but the wizard 
keel was so loathsome to her, 
that she stepped ou tof it and 
laid her down on the land for 
what was lef tof tbenigbt; yet 
bard she found her bed, and 
neither grassy nor flowery. 

B OR all that, she slept, 
for she was weary, and 
it was broad day & not 
►very early when she awoke. She 
stood up trembling, for she 
foreboded evil, so near as she 
was to the dwelling of her old 
t mistress;andshe looked up to 
where in time past was the fair 
and wicked house, & saw that 
all was changed indeed; for no 
longer was the isle goodly with 
i meadow and orchard and gar¬ 




as if many corpses lay under¬ 
neath the wretched 3 tones of it. 
JNevertbeless, though it seem¬ 
ed so evil unto Birdalone, she 
lingeredon it,wanderingabout 
till she was to/wearied, for she 
had no will to depart at such 
time as she would be like to 
come to her old abiding/place 
by night and cloud; wherefore 
she dallied with the time, and 
came not back to the haven of 
her ferry till it was nigh sun¬ 
set, & the westeringsun was in 
her eyes when she came there; 
& she said to herself that this 
was the cause why she might 
not see the Sending Boat. 

O she cleared her eyes & 
looked on the thin grass 
awhile, and then down 
over the edge of the land, and 
still she sawnot her boat. She 
turned pale, and a pang of an¬ 
guish went to her heart; but 
she walked a little east, deem¬ 
ing that perchance she had er¬ 
red as to the placeof the haven 
on that dulland empty shore; 
buty etthere wasno boat.'Cben 
she turned back wild with ter¬ 
ror, and soughtwhere erst she 
had missed it, and found nei¬ 
ther boat nor the world’s end. 
Hnd she deemed that there 
might be some devilish malice 
of the wight of the Sending 
Boat, to tormenther with fear, 
& she walked along the land’s 
edge up and down, and down 
ti 



and up, further each time, and 
still there was no boat* 

she stood still and 
strove to think, & might 
not, nor might she do 
aught, but spread abroad her 
hands & moaned in heragony; 
fornow indeed she felt herself 
in the trap; and she said that 
all her past life of hope & de¬ 
sire and love and honour was 
all for nought, & that she was 
but born to die miserably in 
that foul ruin of an isle enven¬ 
omed with thememoriesof by/ 
gone cruelty and shame. 

■ CTC in a little while she 
came somewhat to her/ 
self, and she said: Ht 
least this hideous land shall 
not mock my dying anguish; 
I will give myself to the water 
and let it do with me as it will. 

■ RBReaiXrn she cast 
off her helm & hauberk 
first, and her weapons, 
& her pouch with the treasure 
that could buy nought for her 
now, and thereafter all her rai¬ 
ment, till she was as naked as 
when shefirstcame aland there 
that other time JP Hgatn she 
moaned, and put up her hand 
to her bosom and felt a tittle 
gold box lying there betwixt the 
fragrant bills of her breasts, 
which bung to a thin golden 
thread about her neck; and a 
thought came into her mind, 
and she stooped adown and 
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part VX. "Che drew from her pouch flint and [A1 O then without more ado 

DaysofHb- fire/Steel, and then opened the Ul J Birdalone slipped into 



the water, which lay be 


said golden box & drew thence 


sence 


the tress which F>abundia the I / fore her as calm and plain as a 
wood/wife bad given to her // great sheet of glass, and fell 
those years agone, & all trem - I to rowing with her arms & her 
bling she drew two hairs from I® legs as though she were but 
it, as erst she didon the Isle of r swimming from Green Gyot 
frothing, and struck fire and U to the mainland, as so oft she 
kindled tinder&burnt the said \\ had done in the other days, 
hairs, and then bung the gold- \\ && Chapter XV. Birdalone 
en box with the tress therein «l tacketb tittle of Drowning, but 
about her neck again; and she cometh latterly to the Green 

said: O wood/mother, if only II Byot^^k 
thoucouldst know of me and // ^swamBirda- 

seeme,tbouwouldstbelpmet // lone, not as one 




RBReHfCBR sne 
sought along the bank 
Ibrbreadwhicb she had 


who bad a mind 
to drown her for 
the forgetting 
of troubles, but 


tak en from her store that mor/ 


ning, and she foundit,& com- \\ botbstrongly andwisely; and 
pelted herself to eat of it for \\ she turned overon to her back, 
thestrengtbeningof her body, \\ and looked on the stars above 
and then she stood and abode her, & steered herself by them 
tidings; and by then the sun ^ thitherward whereas sbedeem/ 
had just sunk belowtberimof ] I edwas the landunder the wood, 
the lake, and the stars began // ttthen she had been gone from 
to twinkle, for the night was // the evil isle for an hour or so, 
cloudless, and exceeding fair, / / there rose a fair little wind be- 
and very warm. II bind her, which helped her for- 

S O visible token came to p) ward, butscarceraised tbewa- 
her, but her heart grew I V ter more than a little ripple, 
stronger, & she seem- II she swam on, & 

ed to see herself yet alive and \ \ Ihsm it was some three hours 
in hope on the other side of \\ HUssr ere she began to weary, 
the water; and she said: Slho \\ & then she floated on her back 
wottetb what CHcird may do, and let the wind & water have 

or where the waters may bear M its way with her; and now the 
me? and there is no swimmer ] night was as dark as it would 


stronger than X. 


be ere dawn. 





B fiUS it went for anotb - 
er hour, that whiles she 
swam on and whiles she 
floated; and now her heart be¬ 
gan to fail her, and the great 
water was no longer unto her a 
wet highway,but a terrible gu If 
over which she hung fainting* 

■ eveRrnekess she 

did not give up doing 
what she might: she 
floated supine a long while, & 
then, when she had gathered a 
little strength, turned overa- 
gain & struck out, still steer¬ 
ing her by the stars. But she 
had scarcemade three strokes 
ere her arms met something 
hardandrougb;&atfirstin her 
forlornness she deemed she 
had happened on some dread 
water monster, and for terror 
of it she sank down into the 
deep, but came up presently 
blinded and breathless, and 
spread abroad her arms, and 
again they came on the thing 
aforesaid, and this time found 
that it was nought alive, but 
the bole of a tree sitting high 
outof the water. So sheclomb 
up on to it with whatmight she 
bad left, and sat her down,and 
saw in the dim light that it was 
big, and that there was a fork 
betwixt two lim bs reachin gup 
into the air, and she thrust 
herself in between these two 
limbs&embracedoneoftbem, 
so that she might scarce tum- 
t % 



ble off; & a great content and part VI. TTbc 
happiness came over her that Days of flb- 
she had thus escaped from the sence 
death of the deep; but there¬ 
withal weariness overcame her, 

&sbe slept,whether she would 
ornot; and the bolewentono- 
ver the waters no slower than 
might have been looked for, 
whether it were by the push¬ 
ing on of the south wind, or by 
the band of ?Heird that would 
not have her die. 

<3 she slumbered, 
for when she awoke it 
was broad day and the 
sun was shining high in the 
heavens,& she cleared her eyes 
and looked around, & saw be¬ 
fore her the land, but yet blue 
in the offing. Hnd the tree/bole 
was yet speeding on towards 
the shore, as if it were being 
drawn there by some bidding 
of might. 

indeed grew Btrd- 
alone happy, and she 
thougbtif any bad help/ 
ed her it must have been the 
wood/motber once again; and 
she said to herself that she 
should soon meet with that 
helper; nor heededshe tbatsbe 
was naked and unfurnished of 
any goods, whereas she deem¬ 
ed indeed that it was but toask 
and have of her friend. 

|OR a while indeed she 
knew not whither she 
was wending, and if her 
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face were verily turned toward 
the land under the wood; but 
as the morning wore the blue 
distance began to grow green, 
and then she saw that a great 
wood was indeed before her, 
and thereafter, as it cleared yet 
more, she knew the land she 
was nearing for the meadows 
of the Rouse under the Stood, 
and it was not long thence ere 
she saw clear and close Green 
Gyotand Rocky Gyot, though 
the house was yet hidden from 
her by the green shores of the 
first of those two isles* 

[RORCJvY to tell it, her 
tree/bole floated with 
her past the outer ness 
of Green Gyot, & came ashore 
in that same sandy bightwhere 
erst she was wonted to make 
her body ready for the water* 
She stepped ashore all glad to 
feel tbefirm warm sand under/ 
neath her foot/soles, & as one 
drunk with joy she was when 
the tall flowery grass of the 
latter jVIay was caressing her 
legs as they shook the seed/ 
dust off the bents, and smote 
the fragrance out of the blos¬ 
soms; and she mightscarceat 
first lift her eyes from their 
familiar loveliness. Glad she 
was in deed,but exceedin g worn 
and weary with the long voy¬ 
age, and all the longing & fear 
& hope which had encompass 
ed her that while. She lifted up 



her eyes but once, and saw the 
witch's house standing where 
it was wont, but no shape of 
man movingaboutit; then she 
turned aside to a little brakeof 
thorn & eglantine in the mea¬ 
dow hard by, & laid her down 
on the grass in theshade there/ 
of, and almost beforeherhead 
touched the ground she fell 
asleep, & slept there long and 
peacefully. 

Chapter XVI.. Birdalone find/ 
eth her CHitch/mistress Dead. 

C was some while 
after noon when 
she wakened, & 
the sun was shim 
in g bright & hot. 

_Somewhat she 

felt the burden of fear upon 
her, even before she was fully 
come to herself, and knew not 
what it was that she feared; 
but when she called to mind 
that it was even the meeting 
with her oldmistress, her flesh 
quaked in deed with thememo/ 
ry of bygone anguish, but va¬ 
liantly shearose and faced the 
dwelling of the witch despite 
hernaked helplessnesses she 
went she looked up unto it, & 
saw no smoke coming from 
the chimney,but marvelled lit/ 
tie thereat since it was not yet 
cooking/time and the weather 
hot. She drew nigher, and saw 
someone sitting on the bench 
without the door whereas the 












witch was wonted; & her heart 
beat quick,for she saw present/ 
ly that it was none other than 
her mistress* JMoreover, near 
to her stood three of the milch/ 
Nine lowing uneasily and as in 
reproach, even as such beasts 
use when their udders be full 
and they desire to be milhed. 
jtRDHkO] s fG stayed a 
minute, and her legs 
i nigh failed her for fear, 
and then because of the very 
fear she hastened on till she 
came within ten paces of the 
said witch; &sore she missed 
her bow and arrows, and the 
cutting blade of her feigned 
squirehood, lest the carline 
should arise and come raging 
and shrieking at her* 

ff>GN spake Birdalone 
in no feeble voice, and 
said: Dame, X am come 
back unto thee, as thou seest, 
in even such plight as X fled 
from thee; & X have a mind to 
dwell in this land: what say- 
est thou ? jflFChe witch n either 
moved nor spake at her word; 
and the bine, who had held si¬ 
lence when she first came up, 
and had turned from her, fell 
to their peevish lowing again. 
j^^XROH JvONG drewa step 
IlSfi n*ghand said: Dost 
esilSathou hear me, dame, or 
art thou exceeding wroth with 
me, & art pondering what ven/ 
geance thou wilt take on me? 

13 



j^Stm no answer came from part VI. *Che 
the carline, and the kine kept Days of Hb- 
on lowingnow <&again^Once sence 
more Birdalone drew nigher, 
and spake loudly & said: Cell 
me at least,is it peace between 
us or unpeace? 

CIC now when she look/ 
ed she saw that the eyes 
of the witch were open 
an d staring,and her lips white, 
and her hands hard writhen; 
and she cried out and satd: Xs 
she dead?orw»ll she waken pre/ 
sentlyand beat me? surely she 
is deadj£?Hnd she put forth 
her hand and touched herface, 
anditwas stone/cold; and she 
found that she was dead be¬ 
yond any question. 

H RGK was a great weight 
lifted off her heart, and 
she turned about & look/ 
ed on the meadows and up to 
the trees of the wood & down 
to the rippling stream before 
her, and fair and sweet & joy¬ 
ous were they gotten unto her; 
andshe looked atthe kine who 
were drawing up towards her, 
and she laughed merrily, and 
went to the out/house hard by 
and took forth a milking/pail 
and as tool and fell to milking 
them one after the other, and 
the beasts went off down the 
meadow lowing in a changed 
voice, for joy to wit, this time. 

ButBirdalone knelt down and 
drank a long draught of the 
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sweet warm milk, & then arose 
& went swiftly into the bouse, 
and saw nought changed or 
worsened so far as she could 
see. 'Cbere was her own bed in 
the corner, and the mistress’s, 
greater and much fairer, over 
against it; & the butch by the 
door wherein the victual was 
kept: she opened it now, and 
found three loaves there on the 
shelf, andameal/tub down be/ 
low,andshe took a loaf & broke 
it& fell to eating itas she walk/ 
ed about the chamber* Inhere 
was her bowstandingin anook 
beside the butch, & the quiver 
of arrows hangingon the wall a/ 
bovettXbere was the settle ly/ 
Ingatbwartfrom the hearth ;& 
she smiled,&fitted her wrists 
to the back of the carven bear 
which made its elbow,whereto 
the witch was wont to tie them 
when she chastised her. 

fjGjV she went to the 
coffers that stood a- 
gainst the wall behind 
it, and threw up the lid of one 
of them, and found therein a 
smock or two of her own, y el¬ 
lowed by the lapse of time, & 
her old grey coat, ragged as it 
was when last she wore it, and 
now somewhat moth /eaten 
withal; & she drew forth both 
smocks andcoat and laid them 
on tbesettleXhen sbeopened 
another coffer, & therein were 
gay and gaudy gowns & gear 
278 


of the witch’s wear; but lying 
amongst them, as if the witch 
had worn them also, her green 
gown sboon which her own 
hands had broidered* But she 
said: ^lay, ye have been in ill 
company, twill wear you not, 
though ye be goodly, at least 
not till ye have been fumigat¬ 
ed and hallowed for me. 

H fteRGSItCR she turn¬ 
ed back to the settle and 
did on her her old smoch 
and her ragged grey coat, and 
said :"Co/day at least will these 
be good enough for to/day's 
workj^Hnd she knit her brow 
withal, and walked with a firm 
step out/a/doors and stood a 
while gazing on the deadcorpse 
of her enemy jandsbe thought 
bow that here was that which 
once was so great a thing unto 
her for the sbapingof her life- 
days, an d which so oft came to 
berwakingtbougbtsaftersbe 
bad escaped from her hands 
(though, as aforesaid, she sel¬ 
dom dreamed of bera/nigbt- 
time), & moreover an hour ago 
she yet feared it so sore that 
shescarcemigbt stand fortbe 
fearof it; & now it was nought 
but a carven log unto her. 

CTC she told herself that 
the work was to be done; 
so she dragged the body 
away thence, and across the 
brook, and a little way into the 
meadow,& then she went back 





and fetched mattock & spade 
from the outhouse, where she 
knew they lay, and so fell to 
digging a grave for the corpse 
of her dead terror. But howso 
hard she might toil, she was 
not through with the work ere 
night began to fall on her, and 
she had no mind to go on with 
her digging by night. Cdberc- 
fore she went back into the 
house, and lighted candles, 
whereof was no lack, & made 
her supper of the bread & the 
milk; &then satponderingon 
her life that bad been till the 
passion arose in her bosom, 
and the tears burst out, & Ion g 
she wept for desire of others 
and pity for herself. "Chen she 
went to the bed she bad been 
erst wont to, and laid her down 
and fell asleep. Hnd her mis¬ 
tress walked not, nor meddled 
with her peace; nor did Birda- 
lone so much as dream of her, 
but of her mother and JMaster 
"Jacobus in the fair city of the 
five Crafts; and in her sleep 
she wept for thinking of them. 
Chapter XVtt. Birdalone lay/ 
etb to earth the body of the 
3Clitcb, & findetb the Sending 
Boat broken up ,4* ,4* 

morning 
was, Birdalone 
awoke, & felt a 
weight upon her 
heart, and called 
to mind the task 


which lay before her. So she 
arose and clad herself, & went 
straight to the grave begun, 
& toiled bard till she bad dig¬ 
ged it out deep, and sithence 
she dragged the witch therein/ 
to and heaped the earth upon 
her. Chen she bathed her in 
tbenighestpoolof thebrook, 
and went back into the house 
and made her breakfast on the 
bread and milk, & it was then 
about mid/moming. Cbereaf/ 
ter she went about the bouse, 
& saw to the baking of bread, 
and so out to the meadow to 
see to the kine and the goats, 
and then stored the milk for 
making butter and cheese, and 
did in all wise as if she were to 
dwell long in that stead; but 
thereaftersherestedberbody, 
whiles her thought went wide 
about. But she said to herself 
that she would not go up to 
the Oak of Cryst to meet the 
wood /mother that day, but 
would abide the night, in case 
aught befell that she should 
tell her* 

}XXC when the sun was 
getting low she rous¬ 
ed herself & went out, 
and walked about the meadow, 
^hearkened to the birds’song, 
and watched the kine and the 
goats as they fed down the 
pasture; and now a soft con¬ 
tent came over her, that all this 
was free unto her to bold in 
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peace, and to take her pleasure 
in, as much as one lone child of 
Hdam might do* 

last she wandered 
down to the sandy 
bight of the lake and 
stood gazing on Green Gyot, 
where the osiers and willows 
were grown wild & long in all 
these years, and she said that 
she would swim over to it on 
the morrow. But now her feet 
took her eastward thence to¬ 
ward the haven of the Sending 
Boatamongsttheatders;forin 
her heart shewould fain know 
if there were any tidings for 
her* 

O she went softly along 
the path by the water, 
where she had sped so 
swiftly that last time, & came 
at last to the creek/side, and 
looked down on to the water 
somewhat timorously. Chere 
then she saw what she deemed 
was the very boat itself lying 
as she bad known it; but when 
she looked again she saw that 
it lay from stem to stem all 
loose staves with the water be/ 
twixt,and the thwarts and ribs 
all sundered and undone, so 
that never again might it float 
upon the waves.'Cben she said 
in a soft voice: Hrt thou dead 
then, as thy mistress is dead? 
was it not so that thou wert at 
the point of death, & she also, 
when thou failedst me at the 
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Isle of Increase Unsought? 
j?T^o voice came to her as she 
spake; & she saidagain: JMust 
I then bury thee as I have bu¬ 
ried thy mistress? ]Sfay, that 
will I not until thou com pel- 
test me; belike in a short while 
Uttleof the staves of thee shall 
be left now that the life is out 
of thee, ket thy ghost & hers 
foregather if ye will. 

S SF>e spake the last 
word, she saw a stir a- 
bout the stem which lay 
furthest in up the creek, and 
while she quaked with failing 
heart, lot a big serpent, moul¬ 
dy and hairy, grey and brown/ 
flecked,came forth from under 
tbestem& went into the water 
and up the bank & so into the 
dusk of tbealder/wood.Birda/ 
lone stood awhile pale& heart/ 
sick for fear, and wben her feet 
felt life in them, she turned & 
stole away back again into the 
merry green mead and the low 
beams of the sun, pondering 
whether this evil creature were 
the fetch of the wight who 
drave the ferry under the blood 
of the sender* 

B O she hastened back a- 
gain to the house, and 
■ lit a fire on the hearth, 
and fell to cooking her some¬ 
what of grout to her supper; 
andshe watched tbefire,tb»n k/ 
ing withal: ]STow if some poor 
soul be abroad, they may see 






thesmokeandseek hither,and 
X may comfort them with food 
and shelter and converse; or 
when night darkens, they may 
see the litten windows & come 
to me; wherefore shall the fire 
bum yet & the candles be light/ 
ed, for as warm as is the even¬ 
ing, even as if itwere Yule/tide 
and the snow deep without,& 
the wind howling in the wood¬ 
land trees Hnd therewith 
she wept for longing of them 
that she loved* 

3CTC in a little she dried 
her tears, and reproach/ 
ed herself for her much 
softness; &sbeatebersupper 
when she had lighted a candle 
(for it was now dark), & again 
sat looking at the hearth, till 
she said: f^ow am X getting 
soft again, & who knows but 
my softness may tempt the 
ghosts to come in to me* X 
will give my hands somewhat 
to do. 

B fteRSsiicn rcr eye 
caught sight of the rents 
and rags of her old grey 
gown, and she smiled some¬ 
what ruefully as she called to 
mind her gallant knight's ar¬ 
ray, which lay now on theshore 
of the evil and ruined isle; and 
her goodly attire of the days 
of the five Crafts; & the rich 
raiment wherein her friends of 
the Castle of the Quest had 
clad her* Chen she arose and 


sought needle and thread and part VI. Che 

someremnantsof green cloth, Days of Hb- 

anddidofftberaggedcoatand sence 

fell to patching and mending 

it, and so sat at her work in 

smock/sewing till the night 

wasoldand she was weary and 

sleep overcame her, & she lay 

down in her bed & slept dream/ 

lessly till the sun was high 

next morning. 

Chapter XVIII* Che Stood- 
motbercometbtoBirdalone& 
beareth her Story && 

Ota Birdalone 
arose & bathed 
her & broke her 
fast,& then went 
about her work 
with the beasts 
and the dairy; butall that time 
seemed long to her till she had 
bow in hand & quiver on back, 
and was wending her way to 
the Oak of Cryst; and swift 
were her feet, & her heart beat 
quick with hope of pleasure. 
ORSOOCfinolongtar/ 
ry mg had she, for scarce 
hadshe set her down be/ 
neatb the oak, ere the wood- 
mother came forth from the 
thicket even as the first time 
when Birdalone saw her, and 
presently she bad her arms a- 
bout Birdalone & was kissing 
& clipping her. Chen they sat 
down together in the shade of 
the great tree, & the wood/mo/ 
tber made much of her friend 
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with few words and those but 
simple, while Birdalone wept 
for joy. 

last spake Birdalone: 




Hlood/motber,my dear, 
X look in thy face, and X 
see thee that thou art nowise 
changed, so that thou callest 
tomymind the Birdalone that 
met thee here when she was 
straying from the Bouse of 
Captivity like to a bird with a 
string to its leg. 

HBQNOXH smiled on 
her and said: So It is 
that now thou lookest 
older than X. Rounder & fuller 
is thy body,&tby limbs greater 
and fairer, and thy flesh sleek/ 
er; lovelier art thou in all wise, 
and such as X have thought of 
thee during these years, save 
that thy face is grown wiser & 
sadder than might be looked 
for jg?JVlotber, she said, X am 
grown older than X should be 
by the tale of the years, for X 
have bad joy and grief, & grief 
and joy, & grief again; & now 
that the years have worn, the 
grief abidetb and the joy bath 
departed, save this joy of thee 
and the day of the meeting X 
have so often thought of. 

HXD CB6 wood/wife: 
UlereX to bear the story 
of thee, X deem it most 
like that! would fain buy thy 
joy with thy grief, both that 
which has been and that which 
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is to come* Hnd now X will ask 
thee right out to tetlmeall thy 
tale,asmuchas thou cans t; & 
all thou canst tell to me, who 
am thine other self: and X wot 
moreover that thou bast not 
told of me to any whom thou 
hast met in the world since we 
were last together: is itnot so? 
^Xn faith and in troth so it 
is, said Birdalone J¥ Said Ba- 
bundia, after she bad looked 
bard on Birdalone a wbile:]^ow 
there is this Xflnd in thee, that 
though thou callest me wood/ 
mother still, thou art not my 
daughter as thou werterewbile, 
nor X thy mother; and X know 
not whether to be glad or sorry 
thereof, since thou art even as 
much my friend as ever thou 
wert. But much do X rejoice 
herein that thou bast not told 
any one soul of me. 

HXD Birdalone: X must 
tell thee that part of the 
taleXshall tell thee is how 
X have foundmy mother in the 
flesh, & loved her sorely; and 
then X lost her again, for she is 
dead. 




B dOCB the wood/wife, 
smiling on her loving/ 
ly: Chen should X be 
even more thy mother than erst 
Xwas: there will be something 
else i n thy tale, sweetling, 
FgppiiBej^ Birdalone flushed 
mm very red, and she smiled 
isia piteously in Babundia’s 



face; but then she put up her 
hands to hide the change there/ 
in which the anguish of long¬ 
ing wrought, & her shoulders 
shook and her bosom heaved, 
and she wept bitterly; but the 
wood/wtfe still looked on her 
smiling, & said softly at last: 
Yea, how sweet it were to be 
grieved with thy pain. 

H erein awhile Birdalone 
grew calm again and the 
very smile blossomed 
out in her face, and they hissed 
together, eben fjabundiarose 
upand looked on her, &saidat 
last&laugbedout withal: One 
thing 1 must needs say, that 
thou hastnot fetched thee rai¬ 
ment of price from the knight/ 
hood and the kings' bouses; 
or have X not seen thy grey 
coat of old time, while thou 
wert living amidst the witch's 
cruelty forsooth, said 

Birdalone; thou needest not 
to ask this ^Verily not, said 
Rabundia, nor why thou art 
not clad in the fair green gown 
which thou didst broider; for 
whiles X have seen the witch 
flauntingiton tbewoodenugly 
body of her, and thou wou Idst 
not wear itaf ter she bad cursed 
it with her foulness. Xs it not 
so?jfi? Yea, it is even so, said 
Birdalone; dost thou love me 
the less therefor ?j^Rabundia 
laughed again: mere X a man 
of Hdam's sons, said she, X 


might make thee many words 
on the seemliness of thy short 
coat, and the kindness of it, 
that itwill be for ever slipping 
off one or other of thy shoul¬ 
ders. But now am Xat least en¬ 
ough thy mother, and thou art 
dwelling even so much in my 
house, that the next time we 
meet (& that shall be to/mor- 
row) Xsball fetch thee raiment 
which shall make us forget that 
thou cam es t back again to this 
land as naked as thou didstde/ 
part thence. 

■ 3XRMkOJNTe reddened 
f and hung down her head, 
sSbut the wood/motber 
sat down beside her & kissed 
her and said: But now forget 
all save thy tale, and tell all as 
closely as thou mayest, for X 
would lose nought thereof jfi? 
Yea, said Birdalon e; and where 
shall X begin Said Rabun- 

dia: X know nought thereof 
save the beginning, that thou 
fled st away naked and escaped 
the witch; & the endin g, to wit, 
that the Sending Boat failed 
thee at the last of the monder 
Isles, & that thou calledst on 
me not wholly in vain, whereas 
the witch was dead, and there¬ 
fore there was nought to stay 
me from sending thee one of 
my trees & the wight thereof 
(whom belike X may show to 
thee one day) to save thee from 
the bottom of the deep water. 
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Ctbat wordBirdalon e 
threw herself on the 
wood/wife & clipped 
and hissed her, and thanked 
her for the helping with all the 
dearestwords she might* But 
the wood/mother laughed for 
joy, and stroked her cheeks 
and said: f'fowX deem thee my 
daughter again, whereas thou 
thankest me with such sweet 
passion for doing to thee as a 
kind motherneeds must with/ 
out any thought thereof. Hnd 
X bid thee, my dear, n ever again 
to go so far from me as that X 
may not easily help thee and 
comfort thee from out of my 
realm wherein X am mighty. 
Hnd now tell me all in thy dear 
speech. 

\r>eKemtCf> Btrdalone 
began her story without 
I more ado, even as ye have 
heard it afore. Yea and many 
more things than we can set 
down did she tell, fbr full filled 
she was with the wisdom of 
the wood. Hnd between whiles 
the wood/mother fed her with 
damtymeatanddrinh,suchas 
Btrdalone had never erst tast¬ 
ed thelikeof.Hnd by then she 
had got so far as her flight 
from the Xsle of Increase tin- 
sought, the sun was set & the 
twilight begun.Hnd the wood/ 
wife said: J^ow shalt thou go 
home to thine bouse; and have 
no fear of witch or evil thing, 
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for Xam not far from thee and 
will watch over thee. Sweet is 
thy tale, my daughter, & dear 
are thy she/friends; & if ever 
it may be that X may do them 
any pleasure, fain were X; and 
that especially to thy Virtdis, 
who meseemeth is both sweet 
and wise even as thou thyself 
art. ]Nay, dost thou begrudge 
my loving her? jff TNfay, nay, 
said Btrdalone, laughing; but 
X rejoice in it. Hnd hereafter 
when X tell thee bow sorely they 
paid for helping me, X will bid 
thee to love them yet more than 
now thou dost therewith 
they parted, & Btrdalone came 
to her house; and on the way 
she made as it were a feigned 
tale in mockery of her old trou/ 
bte, that there would be the 
witch/mistress awaiting her 
to whip her. So that when she 
came to the door she was half 
frighted with her own mock, 
lest the witch might now at 
last have taken to walking. 

■ CTC all was quiet when 
sbeenteredwitbtbelast 
of the twilight, and she 
rested that night in all peace, 
as in the best of her days in 
the five Crafts. 




&&Chapter XIX. fiabundia 
hideth Btrdalone’sj^ahedness 
with faery Raiment 

ext morning 
Birdalone tarried 
about the house 
as little a while 
as she might, & 
i^then went has¬ 
tening up to the wood; & when 
she came within sight of the 
Cry sting Cree, lot there was 
ftabundia before her, and the 
hands of her busy turning o- 
ver goodly raiment, so that it 
was welbnigh as if the days 
had gone bach to the time of 
the Captivity, & the sitter un¬ 
der the oak was Birdalone her/ 
self dealing with her half/fin - 
ishedgown. 

^OYOOSkY they met & 
embraced each other, 
& then spake the wood/ 
wife: hfow, thou darlingof the 
world, X have been no worse 
than my word, & if thou durst 
wear web of the faery thou 
shalt presently becladas good/ 
lyas ever thou wert down there 
amongst the knighthood; & 
then thy tale, my dear, and, if 
it may be, the wisdom of the 
barren wood/wife set thereto, 
ij]SX> therewith she laid on 
Birdalone's outstretch/ 
, ed arms the raiment she 
had brought with her, & it was 
as if the sunbeam bad thrust 
through the close leafage of 




the oak, and made its shadow 
nought a space about Birda¬ 
lone, so gleamed and glowed 
in shifty brightness the broi¬ 
dery of the gown; and Birda¬ 
lone let it fall to earth, & pass/ 
ed over her hands & arms the 
fine smock sewed in yellowand 
wbitesilk,sotbatthe web there/ 
of seemed of mingled cream 
and curd; & she looked on the 
shoon that lay beside the gown, 
that were done so nicely and 
finely that the work was as the 
feather/robe of a beauteous 
bird,whereof one scarce can say 
whether it be bright or grey, 
thousand/bued or all simple 
of colour. Birdalone quiver¬ 
ed for joy of the fair things, 
and crowed in her speech as 
she knelt before fiabundia to 
thank her: then in a twinkling 
bad she done off her beggar’s 
raiment, and then the smock 
clungaboutberdarlingnaked/ 
ness, and next the gown was 
shimmering all over her, and 
tbegolden girdle embraced her 
loins as though it loved them 
worthily; & Birdalone looked 
to the wood round about her 
and laughed, while fiabundia 
lay in her place & smiled upon 
her with gentle loving/kind¬ 
ness. 


€XC in a tittle while was 
Birdalone sobered; for 
the thought of bow fair 
she should look to the eyes 
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of her beloved when she was 
shown unto him on the day of 
days, thrust her light & eager 
pleasure aside; and she took 
up her shoes from the ground 
(for she had not done them 
on), and sat down beside the 
wood/wife and fell a/toying 
with the marvel of them ; and 
thus without more ado began 
her tale again, whereas she had 
left it last even, when she had 
told of how the Sending Boat 
was speeding her over tbewa- 
ters toward the Isle of the 
Young and the Old* 
ChapterXX.Birdalone telleth 
Fiabundia of her Love for Hr- 
tbur,& gettetb from her pro/ 
mise of help therein & & 

ON© XTBeYeat 
there that day, & 
until the sun was 
down, & by then 
bad Birdalone 
but little to tell 
of her story, for she was got¬ 
ten therein to the days of the 
five Crafts* ]Many times had 
she wept & turned to f>abun- 
diafor solace as she told, not 
without shame, but without 
any covering up, all the tale of 
her love for Hrtbur the Black 
Squire, and how she was sur¬ 
prised by the love of him, & of 
his wisdom and grace & love¬ 
liness. Hnd the wood/motber 
was ever as sweet & kind unto 
berascould be; yetmigbtano- 
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ther than a lover have seen that 
much of all this was strange 
unto her, andshe lookedupon 
Birdalone as a child who has 
broken her toy,<£us hard to com/ 
fort for the loss of it, though 
there be a many more in the 
world* But when it grew dusk 
as aforesaid, and it was time 
to part, she spake to Birda¬ 
lone, and said: Crue it is, my 
child, tbatthou hast lived tong 
in these sixy ears’ time; neither 
do X wonder at the increase of 
thy beauty, and the majesty 
thereof; for fair is the life thou 
bast lived, although thou bast 
been grieved & tormented by 
it at whiles* Hnd now X know 
what it isfor which thou long¬ 
est; & herein again will X play 
the mother unto thee, & seek 
about to fetch thee that thou 
wouldst have; so be not over/ 
anxious or troubled; and thou 
mayest be good herein, as my 
fair child should be; for this I. 
havenotedin tbee,tbatlvOvei 8 
not so tyrannousamaster but 
that bis servants may whiles 
think of other matters, and so 
solace their souls, that they 
may live despite of all* 

JOCK was Birdalone a- 
1 risen, andstood before 
her friend confused & 
blushing* But ftabundta put 
her two hands on her shoul¬ 
ders and kissed her, and said: 
©0 home now and sleep, and 
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come again to/morrow and let 
us bear the last of thy tale; & 
when that is done, maybe X 
shall be able to do something 
for thine avail* 

H O they parted, and on the 
morrow Birdalone came 
again and told the rem¬ 
nant of her story, which was 
not so longnow that the Black 
Squire was outof it, Hnd when 
she bad done, habundia kept 
silence a while, & then she said: 
One thing X will tell thee, that 
whereas erewhileitwas butsel/ 
dom indeed that any son ofHd/ 
am might beseen in tbewood- 
land here,of late, that is, within 
the last three years, there be 
many such amongst us; and 
to our deeming they be evil 
beasts,more pitiless & greedy 
than any bear; and but that we q 
have nought to do with them, w 
for they fear us and flee from 
us, we should have destroyed 
them one & all. Hnd now that 
X have heard all thy story, it 
seemeth unto me not so un¬ 
like but these may be the rem¬ 
nants of the bands of the Red 
hold, & that they have drifted 
hither fleeing before the m igbt 
of thy friends of the knight¬ 
hood, <Hherefore now, trust 
me that X will look into this, 
butXmustneedsbeaway from 
here for a little; so hold thy 
soul in patience though thou 
hear nought of me, and dwell 




quietly at home for seven days’ 
space, and then come hither 
and find me. farewell now, my 
child! 

[O they kissedfi depart/ 
ed; and Birdalone wen t 
home to the house,and 
wore the days thereafter do¬ 
ing what was needful about 
the s tead,&wan dermg through 
the meadows, and swimming 
the waters about 0reen Gyot; 
and the days were not unrest¬ 
ful unto her* 

Chapter XXX. how the <Hood/ 
wife entered the Cot,& a <dom 
der that befell thereon d* & 
ICTC when it was 
the sixth day 
since those two 
badmet,Birda- 
I lone arose in the 
Jmormng&stood 
in the door of the bouse, and 
she looked toward the bent 
which went up to the wood & 
saw one coming down it, and 
knew it for habundia clad in 
her huntress’ raiment & bear¬ 
ing something over the left 
arm, for her bow was in her 
right hand. So Birdalone ran 
to meet her, and embraced & 
kissed her, & was merry over 
her, and said: Dear mother, 
thou farest far from thy fast/ 
ness to/day jS?Said habundia; 
Cbere is nought in the mea¬ 
dows now save the neat & the 
goats & thou; of none of that 
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folk am X afraid. But mayhap/ 
pen thou sbalt be afraid to 
come with me into the depths 
of the wild/wood, for thither 
would X lead thee jg?X will be 
afraid of nought with thee be/ 
side me, said Birdalone. But 
come now and look upon the 
bouse tbatXbave won formed 
Hnd she took her handand led 
her along; and the wood/wife 
said no more till they were a- 
cross the brook and standing 
by the porch. 

SHXD Birdalone: 
'Chou hast a green gown 
over thine arm; is that al/ 
so forme ?jS?Yea, certes, said 
f)abundia; the old rag which 
thou hast on thee, and which 
thou lovest so sore, is not fin e 
enough for my company; and 
the glitter/gown X gave thee 
may be too line for the thorns 
and the briars, and moreover 
thou mayst be over/eastly seen 
if thou bear that broidered sun/ 
shine mid the boughs, inhere/ 
fore go in now and do on this 
other coat, though the faery 
have made it, & then come out 
to me with thy bow & thy qui¬ 
ver, & X shall find thee sandal/ 
shoon and girdle withal. 

jflY»vpood/mother, said 
; Birdalone, hallow my 

_house by entering it, & 

eatamorselwith me and drink 
thewineof the horned folk ere 
we go our ways. 
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|HBOJST>XH shook her 
1 head & knit her brows 
| somewhat as she look/ 
ed hard on the bouse; then 
she said: X know not, Hdam's 
daughter; X have little to do 
with bouses,&dou b t if a bouse 
be safe for me. Hnd this one 
that the witch buildedf and be/ 
like she buried some human 
being at one of its four cor- 
ners.Cellme, fair child, sawest 
thou ever bereatnigbt/tide the 
shape of a youngling crowned 
with a garland strayingabout 
the bouse? 

■ HY, at all, said 

Birdalone j0 Said the 
wood/wife: Chen may¬ 
be thou bast hallowed it with 
the wisdom and love of thee, 
and Xmay venture; and more- 
overt note that it is all builded 
of trees and the grass of the 
earth; and thou art free to use 
them bymy leave. Butif aught 
befallof my coming under thy 
roof, heed itnot too much, but 
think, whatsoever my aspect 
may be, X am thy wood/motber 
and wisdom/mother that tov- 
etb tbee. Hnd X bid thee also 
wish with all thy might that 
my aspect may not change to 
tbee. Hlso, if t eat, tbou wert 
best not to sign the meat as 
Hdam’s sons are wont, kead 
in then; for now am X grown 
wilful, and will en ter whatever 
betide. 





H XRDHkOJ^B marvelled 
at those words, but she 
fell to wishing strongly 
that her friend might not lose 
her lovely youthful shape ei¬ 
ther then or ever, and she took 
her hand,which trembled some/ 
what,& led her over the thresh/ 
old; and when they were under 
the roof herseemed that the 
wood/mother dwindled in a 
wondrous way, though her face 
was as sweet and her limbs as 
shapely as ever; & she laughed 
shrilly yet sweetly, and spake 
in a thin clear voice: Birdalone, 
my dear, wish strongly, wish 
strongly f though thou Shalt 
see nothing worse of me than 
this Hnd she was scarce 
three feet high, but as pretty 
as a picture* 

neRSHr indeed was 
Birdalone affrighted, 
but she wished all she 
might, and stooped down to 
kiss this little creature; and 
therewith again the wood/wife 
seemed to wax again as great 
and tall as ever she was, & her 
voice came full and strong a- 
gain, as she laughed and said: 
j^owis it all over for this time, 
and X see how well thou lovest 
me; and X pray thee love meno 
less for this wonder thou hast 
seen in me* But now it were 
better that X never go under a 
roof again^Hnd she took her 
arms about Birdalone & clip- 
ui 


p ed her lovingly; and gladwas 
Birdalone to feel her so strong 
and solid again* 

H ne^r trneY shc to the 
board and ate a simple 
meal of bread and cheese 
and wood/berries, and drank 
milk withal;& the wood/moth/ 
er was merry, and the smiles 
danced over her face as she 
looked on Birdalone with all 
lovingjkindness, so that Bird/ 
alone wondered what was to¬ 
ward; butso light/beartedand 
happy she grew, that she deem/ 
ed it might be nought save 
good* 

■ dC when they had eat¬ 
en, then Birdalone did 
off her old coat, which 
she said was meet enough for 
her daily toil, and did on the 
fair green bunting/gown &the 
sandal/shoon, & girt her with 
the fair girdle which ftabundta 
had fetched her, & drew u p the 
lapsof her gown therethrough 
till her legs were all free of the 
skirts* Hnd Dabundia looked 
on her, and laughed and said: 
J^oware these white & smooth 
legs as badas the gleam/gown 
for the lying hid; butitmayno 
better be, and thou must draw 
thy skirts down & stumble, if 
needs must be, when we come 
to tbeambusbment, 

XRX>HJvO]V€ reddened 
as she laughed at the 
word, & took down her 
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part TXT;he bow and bungberquiverather 
Days of Hb~ back & thrust her sharp knife 
sence into her girdle, and forth they 

went both of them, and were 
presently past the bent which 
'went up from the meadows & 
in amongst Rabundia's trees* 
Chapter XXXI* Birdalone 
wendetb the StUld/wood in fel¬ 
lowship with Rabundia, 4 > , 4 * 
as they went 
their ways light¬ 
ly through the 
wood, spake Ra- 
bun dia and said: 
Birdalone, my 
>cbild, fair is the gold ring with 
the sapphire stone that the 
third finger of thy right hand 
^eareth; seldom have X seen so 
j fair a stone as that deep blue 
one; han getbany tale thereby ? 
j^Said Birdalone: Did Xnot 
tell thee thereof,wood/motber, 
bow that my beloved who is 
lost gave it unto me the very 
last time X saw him,woe worth 
the while ?j^JSray, said Rabun- 
dia, X mind not the tale. But 
deemest thou he would know 
it again if be saw it? 
surely, said Birdalone, hang¬ 
ing her bead; for when first be 
gave it, the gif t was not to me, 
but to another woman j^Hnd 
she held her peace,& went on 
with hanging head and all the 
glee faded out of her a while. 




&C last she turned to Ra¬ 
bun dia, and said: X have 
inow bethought me to 
ask thee whither we be going 
and on what errand; for at first 
X was so glad at heart, X know 
not why, & it was so merry to 
be wendin g the wood with thee 
freely, that X bad no thought 
in me as to wbitberand where/ 
fore. But now wilt thou tell 
me? 

I HXD the wood/wife: Row 
if X were to tell thee we 
were going a/bunting? 
jfi? Birdalone said: Chen X 
should ask thee what like the 
quarry were JP Hnd suppose 
it were men ? said the wood- 
wife^Birdalone turned some/ 
what pale.JNIy mother,she said, 
if we be going against some of 
those men of the Red Bands, 
Xam not happy over it.Xam no 
warrior, & fear strok esjfif Said 
Rabun dia, laughing: Yet art 
thou a fell archer thou may/ 
est shoot from an ambush of 
the thick leaves, since June is 
in to/day^But neither would 
X slay or hurt any man, said 
Birdalone, but it were to save 
me from present death. 

■ SHBOJ'fDXH looked on 
| her with a sly smile and 
a said: SCI ell may be though 
we take cover and get within 
wind of our quarry thou shalt 
not need to speed an arrow to 
him. Rave patience therefore. 
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for this is a strange beast 
which X have marked down ; be 
is not ill to look on, and his 
voice, which wemay wellbeark/ 
en, fbr whiles be singetb, is ra¬ 
ther sweet than surly dbat 
meanest thou, mother? said 
Birdalone,growin gred & then 
paler yet; Whatman is it ?since 
thy callin g him a beast isa jest, 
is it not? 

said Rabundia, X 
neither name him nor 
know him; only X deem 
him by no means to be one of 
the Red Band, for the rest, 
he may be a man in a beast's 
skin, ora beastin aman's skin, 
for aught X know; whereas be 
seems, so far as X have seen 
him, to be not wholly man/like 
or wholly beast/like. But now 
let us hold our peace of him 
till we be come nigber to bis 
haunt, 

■ O they went on their way, 
& Birdalone said but lit¬ 
tle, while the wood/wif e 
was of many words and gay, 
Cbey made all diligence, for 
Birdalone was not soon wear*/ 
ed, and moreover as now she 
was anxious and eager to see 
what would befall, which she 
might not but deem would be 
something great, 

B R6Y went without stay 
till past noon, when they 
were come to a little sba/ 
dy dale wherethrough ran a 


clearstream; there they rested 
and bathed them, & thereafter 
sat under the boughs & ate the 
dainty meat which the wood- 
wife provided, howsoever she 
came by it; and when they had 
rested a while, the wood/wife 
turn ed the talk once more unto 
Hrtbur the Black Squire, and 
would have Birdalone tell her 
all nicely what manner of man 
bewas ;andBirdalonewasno- 
tbing loth thereto; for bad she 
her will she bad talked of him 
day/long. 

Chapter XXXXX. Che Cttood- 
wife bringeth Birdalone to the 
sight of Hrtbur in the Cdtld- 
wood^X^f 

0*8 they go on 
again, no less 
speedily than be/ 
fore, & rest but 
little,untilit was 
hard on an hour 
before sunset. Hnd now Ra- 
bundia began to go warily,as if 
they were come anigb to their 
journey's end and the thing 
that they sought. Cbey were 
come by now to a long bent of 
the forest well grown with big/ 
boled oak/trees, not very close 
together, so that short fine 
greensward was all underneath 
them; & Rabundiawent beed- 
fully from bole to bole, as if 
she would be ready to cover 
herself if need were jandBird/ 
alone went after her, and was 
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now flushed of face, and her 
eyes glittered, & her heart beat 
fast, & her legs trembled un¬ 
der her, as she went running 
from tree to tree, 

JO came they nigh to the 
crown of the bent, & be- 
I fore them were the oak- 
trees s pars er&smaller as they 
went down the further side, 
which seemed by their sudden 
shortening to be steeper than 
the hither side; &betwixt them 
showed the topmostof thorn 
and whitebeam and logwood, 
intertwined with eglantine «& 
boneysuckle&tbenew shoots 
of the traveller’s joyXbere the 
wood/wife put forth her hand 
to bid Birdalone stay, who 
came up to her friend & stood 
before her eager & quivering: 
and anon came the sound of a 
man’s voice singing, though 
they could hear no words in it 
as yet amidst therustleof the 
trees and the tumult of song 
which the blackbirds & thros/ 
ties raised in the dale below 
them* 

spake the wood# 
wife softly: Bearken, 
' we are right & the time 
is good, our beast is giving 
tongue: now below us is the 
ben t/side steep, & goeth down 
into a very little dale with a 
clear stream running amidst; 
and therein is the very lair of 
the thing that we are hunting. 
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^therefore nowletus slip wari/ 
ly down between the bushes 
till we get close to the bottom, 
and then belike weshallsee the 
very creature quite close, and 
we shall then consider & think 
what we shall do with him. 



IRDflkONe had no 
voice wherewith to an¬ 
swer her, but she stole 
quietly along by her side till 
they came to the bank of the 
dale & plunged into the thick/ 
et that flourished there, & fell 
to threading it, making them 
as smalt as might be. But ere 
they bad gone but a little way 
the wordless songof what was 
below had ceased,& they beard 
the sweet tinkle of the string# 
play, & the wood#wife stayed 
her to hearken,and the smiles 
went ripptingover her face&she 
beat time with her Angers; but 
Birdalone, she stared wildly be# 
fore her, & would have scram¬ 
bled down the bank straight¬ 
way at all hazards, for that 
string/play was a melody of 
the Castle of the Quest, but 
Babundia withheld her by the 
arm. Hnd then suddenly the 
music died, and there came up 
a voice of wailing & lamenting, 
and Birdalone put her hands 
& held thepalms tigbtagainst 
her ears, & was at point to cry 
out aloud herself; but Babun- 
dia drew a bandof her down & 
whispered into her ear: Child, 






child, make thyself strong & 
forbear, & then perchance joy 
may come to theejbold thy peace 
& come softly along with mef 

I O Birdalone forbore, and 
strove with her passion, 
though the sobs rent her 
bosom for a while; and by then 
the loud lamentingwanedand 
was done, and the sound of 
sobbing came up from below, 
as it had been an echo of Bird- 
alone’s grief. 

B BC]^ Babundia drew her 
on again till they saw the 
level of the dale and its 
stream piecemeal betwixt the 
leaves, and they bad a glimpse 
of a man on the hither side of 
the stream; & again they went 
lower, till they were wellmigb 
on a level with the greensward 
of the dale; and as Birdalone 
knelt with head bent low, and 
her bands covering her eyes, 
the wood/wife put away from 
before her the thick leaves of a 
hazel/bush, and whispering 
said: Child, ebildf look forth 
now & see what is before thee, 
and see if thou knowest him, 
or if be be strange to thee, and 
thy mother bath done nought 
for thee when all is said. 

looked up, 
and w *ld/eyed, and 
aal into the dale, and saw a 
man sitting on the grass by 
the stream/side with bis head 
bowed down on to bis knees 
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and bis face covered with bis 
hands; he was clad but in two 
or three deerskins bungabout 
him, with a strip of skin for a 
girdle, wherein was thrust a 
short sword; bis brown hair 
hung down long and shaggy 
over bis face.Close by bis side 
lay a little harp, andf urtber off 
a short spear roughly hefted 
with an asb/staff. Be was beat/ 
mg the earth with bis feet and 
writhing him about over them. 
Hnd Birdalone look ed, and her 
breath welUnigb failed her.f or 
presently be sat more quietly, 
and lifted up bis bead, andshe 
saw bis face that it was Hr- 
tbur,ber beloved; and nowshe 
durst not move lest be should 
spring up and flee away; and 
the mingled pain and longing 
within her was sweet indeed, 
butwell/nigb deadly. 

?O0I BIS hand sought 
I round to bis harp, & be 
took it in his arms and 
fondled it as it were, & his fin¬ 
gers went among the strings, 
and anon the voice of it came 
forth,&itwasnougbt changed 
from the last time it spake, & 
Birdalone hearkened breath¬ 
lessly, till the melody died a- 
gain and Hrtbur looked about 
him & raised bis face as a dog 
when it fares to bowl. 

fBG]^ Birdalone gave a 
great cry,& leapt forth 
out of the thicket and 
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stood on the green sward with 
nought betwixt them two, and 
she stretched out her arms to 
her beloved and cried out: Of 
no, no,nof do it not, Xbeseech 
thee, lest X deem that thou art 
all changed, and that the man 
and the dear heart beloved of 
thee has gone out of thee and 
left thee but a beast in a man’s 
shapef 

IS leapt up as she spake, 
| and thrust forward bis 
1 head & looked fierce at 
her, and cried out: <Hhatf art 
thou come again? Chis is the 
second time X have seen thee, 
thou image of her that hath 
tormented me so long; of her 
that left me in my most need 
and hid herself away from me* 
fjab f a man, say est thou ? Did 
X not strive with it, & hold my 
manhood so long as X might; 
and at last it might no longer 
be, and X became a beast and a 
man/Slayer? But what avails 
it to talk with thee, since thou 
art but the image of her that 
hath wasted my life. Yet per- 
chanceoftheimageXmaymake 
an end sin ce Xmay not lay hand 
on the very destroyer herself; 
and, woe’s me, bowl loved her t 
yea, and do still; but not thee, 
O false image 1 

)]VD forthwith he drew 
^ the blade from his gir# 
die & sprang forward 
at Birdalone; and she cower- 
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edand cringed, but moved not 
else.But therewithal the wood/ 
wife came leaping through the 
bushes, and she nocked an ar/ 
row on her bended bow, and 
threatened him therewith,and 
cried out: Chou man/beast, X 
will slay thee if thou hurt my 
child and my dear; so fbrbear f 
J'fay, X tell thee more, unless 
thou make her as glad at the 
sight of thee asXmeant her to 
be, X will in the long run slay 
thee; so look to it* 

U !30 laughed & said: GIbatf 
there is another image of 
the love that wasted me, 
is theref ]Vay, but by the fal¬ 
lows, this new/comer is the 
firstone, and the one who chat/ 
tered at me is the second. Oris 
it this, that all women now 
have the semblance of the evil 
one that has undone me, and 
there is nought else left? 

B JVD be stood staring at 
Birdalone & moved not 
awhile; and she stood 
with her hands before her face 
cringing before him. Chen be 
raised bis arm & cast the wea¬ 
pon far into the bushes of the 
bank/side, and then came for¬ 
ward and stood before Birda¬ 
lone, and drew down her hands 
from herfaceandstared in the 
eyes of her, holding her by the 
two arms; and be said: Chou 
bast forgotten now,beltk e,bow 
fair a life we two might have 





lived if thou badst not fled 
from me and spoiled me. 
r%g®lVD thou f by the looks 




of thee, for thou art 
sleek and fair# though 
this moment thou art pale for 
fear of me, thou bast lived a 
happy life through all these 
years, with many am erry thing 
to think of: & dost thou deem 
that my life was happy, or that 
X thought of any merry thing, 
or of anything save my sor¬ 
row? Dost thou doubt it? go 
ask tbegood spears of Green/ 
ford, or the Riders of the Red 
fiold, & the field of the s laugh/ 
ter 11f there was little joy there, 
less was there elsewhere, 

)€ left go of her there- 
, with and stood trem¬ 
bling before her, & she 
bowed down and put palm to 
palm and held them out to him 
as one who prays; & she knew 
notwbatsbedid. 

he cried out with a 
lamentable cry and said: 
O woe's met for X have 
frighted her & scared the wit 
out of her, so that she knows 
notwhoXam nor wbatX would; 
and X would pray to her & be¬ 
seech her to pity me, and not 
depart from me again or mock 
me with images of herself. 

B RB]St he went down on 
his knees to her, and he 
also joined his hands 
to pray to her; but it seemed 
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as if she was stricken to stone, part VX. Bb e 

so wholly she moved not. But Days of Hb- 

for him, he sank his forehead sence 

to earth, & then be rolled over 

andhis limbs stretebedout, & 

his head turned aside & blood 

gushed out from his mouth. 

But Birdalone shrieked out & 
cast herself on bis body, and 
cried: Xbavefoundbim,and be 
is dead! he is dead, and X have 
slain him, because!was a tinv 
orous fool & feared him; & be 
was coming to bis right mind 
and knew me for what X was! 

■ 3tTC Dabundia came and 
j stood over them,& drew 
9 up Birdalone,and said: 

]Nay, nay, be comfortedl for 
now he is-thus, & the strength 
is gone out of him for a while, 
wemay deal with bim.Hbide, & 

X will fetch the blood/stauncfv 
ing herb and the sleepy herb, 
and then we will heal him, and 
he will come to bis right mind 
and be a man again. 

r>eRGmiCft she has¬ 
tened away and was gone 
but a tittle; & meanwhile 
Birdalone knelt down by her 
loveand wiped the blood from 
him, and caressed bis sword- 
hardened hands and moaned 
over him. But when the wood/ 
wife came back sheputBirda/ 
lone aside once more, & knelt 
down by the squire and raised 
his head, and laid the blood- 
stauncher to bis mouth & bis 
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heart, & muttered words over 
him, white Birdalone looked 
over her shoulder with her pale 
face; then the sbe/leecb fetch/ 
ed water from the stream in a 
cup which she drew from her 
wallet, & she washed bis face, 
and he came som ewhat to him/ 
self, so that she might give 
him drink of the water; & yet 
more he came to himself. So 
then she took the sleepy herb 
and bruised it in her hands and 
put in bis mouth & again said 
words over him, and presently 
bis head fell back and bis eyes 
closedand be slept peacefully. 
|RG stood up then and 
I turned to Birdalone and 
I said: [Stow,my child,have 
we done all that we may do, 
save that we shall bring him to 
a place where the dewand the 
sunshallnot torment him and 
sicken him; for he shall lie thus 
till the sun comes up to/mor- 
row,or longer; & fear not, for 
when be awaketh hesball be in 
hisrightmind, and shall know 
thee & love thee. 'Chis I swear 
to thee by the earth and the 
sun and the woodland. 

[HID Birdalone, trem¬ 
bling yet: O mother, 
but may! kiss him and 
caress him ?jfi? Y^surely,said 
the wood/motber, smiling in 
her face, but be not too long 
over it, for lot the last of the 
sun, and it were better that be 
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be undercover ere the twilight 
falls. 

LRDHJvO^re Kj^eivt; 
down by her love quiet/ 
ly at that word, and fell 
to kissing him softly, & laid 
her cheek to his, & called him 
gentle nam es such as non e can 
tell again without shame, till 
the wood/wife laid herhandon 
her shoulder & said kindly & 
sweetly: Rise up now, for thou 
must make it enough for this 
present; tboushalt have time 
enough bereaf terformoreand 
much more. 

H O Birdalone arose&said: 
Row shall we bear him to 
his place?ShallInot take 
him by the shoulders & thou 
by the legs ? for I am stronger 
than thou afterallthese years. 
IjHClGRGD the wood- 
wife: ]Say, little one, 

I said she; thou know- 
estmenot utterly as yet. Chou 
shalt not bear him at all, nor 
any part of him; I am strong 
enough for more than that; 
see thou f j@?Hnd she stooped 
down and took him up in her 
armsas if bewerea little child, 
and stepped off lightly with 
him; but looked back over her 
shoulder & said to Birdalone; 
But thou mayest walk by me 
& hold a hand of him as we go, 
though it will hinder me some/ 
what; butlknow thine heart & 
would pleasure thee,my child. 









^uXRDHLOjSB ran up to 
her and thanked her and 



kissed her, and took Ar¬ 
thur's left hand, while Rabun/ 
dia bore him on down the dale 
and out of it, & still along the 
stream till they came toaplace 
where it was narrow on either 
side thereof, and a sheer rock 
came down so near to the wa¬ 
ter that there was buta strip of 
greensward three yards wide< 
betwixt water and rock; and in 
the face of the rock was a cave 
wide enough foraman to enter 
by stoopin g somewbat.Cbere/ 
In the wood/wife lightly bore 
Arthur, &Birdalone followed; 
and they found the cave dry & 
roomy within; there was a bed 
therein of dry heather & brack/ 
en, and thereon Rabundia laid 
her burden, and said: j^o w, my 
child, there is nought todo but , 
abide till he comes to himself 
again, whichmay be som e tim e 
to/morrow;&beof good cheer, 
for he will come to his right 
self, but he will be weak and 
humble; but X shall have meat 
and drink ready for him. ]So\v 
if thou wilt be ruled by me, 
thou wilt keep out of the way 
when be awakens; moreover, 
be thou not scared if X meet 
his awakening with another 
shape than that which thou 
bast known of me; for sure it 
is that it will trouble his wits 
over/much if again be seetb 


the two of us alike. But fear 
not; for thy sake, my child, X 
will take no ugly shape,though 
it may well be less beauteous 
than thine. 

B mXJvJv DO what thou 
wilt, mother, said Bird/ 
alone,for X see that thou 
art helping me all thou may- 
est; yet X beseech thee let me 
sit by him till the time of bis 
awakening drawetb nigh. 

RB wood/wife smiled 
and nodded yeasay on 
her,and they sat down, 
both of them, beside tbesleep/ 
mg man, and the day died into 
tbenigbt as they sat beark en - 
ingtotberippteof the brook & 
the song of the nightingales. 
Chapter XXXV. Che dood- 
motber changetb her form to 
that of a doman stricken in 
Years && 

JJRSjS - the mor- 
row came, there 
pi, yet lay Arthur 
t, sleepingpeace- 
w fully, andBtrd- 
alone awoke 



from the slumber which bad 
at last fallen on her, & looked 
about her and saw not Rabun/ 
dia in the cave; so she arose & 
bent over Hrtbur and kissed 
him, and so went forth and 
, stood in the door and looked 
I about her. Hnd she was still 
dim/eyed with her just depart/ 
ed slumber & the brightness 
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of the morning sunlight, and 
shescarce knewwbether it were 
a part of a dream, or a sight 
tbatwasverily before her,that 
she seemed to see one com¬ 
ing across the brook toward 
her, stepping beedfully from 
stone to stone thereof: a wo¬ 
man stricken in years, but slim 
and trim and upright, clad in 
a gown of green cloth, with a 
tippet of some white fur.KUben 
she was come on to the green¬ 
sward she spake to Birdalone 
in a sweet voice, but thin with 
eld, and gave her the sele of the 
day; and Btrdalon e was some/ 
what afraid to seeanew/com er, 
but she greeted her, drawing 
bach a little from her shyly. 
But the old woman said: 3Hhat 
maketh thee here, my daugh¬ 
ter? Dost thou not know that 
this is my land and my house, 
and that X am said not to be 
unmighty in these woods ? 

B pRHY thee pardon me 
if X have done amiss, 
said Birdalone; buthere 
have X a sick friend, a young 
man, & X would pray thee suf¬ 
fer him to abide here in this 
cave a little longer; for there 
hath been also another friend, 
a woman,but she bath gone out 
while X slept, belike to gather 
simples,ftsr she is wise in leech/ 
craft, and is tending the sick 
man.Xpray thee humbly to suf/ 
fer us lest we lose our friend. 
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she spake, she heard 
- ,f ' the carline chuckle soft/ 




ly, and at last she said: 
?Hhy,Birdalone, my dear, dost 
thou not know me after all 
theseyears ? kook on meagain, 
look f and thou shalt see that! 
am notsomuch changed from 
what thou sawestme las tnight. 
X am still thine image, my dear, 
only Xwas the image of what 
thou wert, and now am X the 
image of what thou shalt be 
when two score years and ten 
of happy life have worn for 
thee, tell me, am X now aught 
like to thy mother in the flesh? 
)OQlhast thou frighted 
, me, mother, said Bird/ 
alone; X thought that 
my friend bad forsaken me, & 
that perchance the new/comer 
was another witch like unto 
the old one, & that X was never 
to be at rcstand happy. Butas 
to my mother in the flesh, nay, 
thou art not now wholly like 
unto her; and sooth to say X 
shall be fainerwben thou bast 
thine own shape of me young 
back again, for X love thee not 
so much as now thou art. 
jf)S wood/wife laughed: 
?Hell,she said,thou shalt 
1 not see over/mucb of me 
in this shape; and that the less 
because of something X shall 
now tell thee, to wit, that X have 
been thinking the matterover, 
and X would have thee leave us 







twain togetbevalone before the 
young man awaketb. X would 
have thee get thee home and 
abide him there; itsballnot be 
long X promise thee; and this 
also, that he shall come home 
to thee sound in body & whole 
in limb, 

XRDHlvONe'S counts 
nance fell, and she said: 
<Hby this second mind, 
mother? why, X pray thee? 
Said fiabundia: X fear for thy 
love lest be be not strong en¬ 
ough toopen bis eyes upon thy 
face; but after be bath been a 
day in the woods,&X have spo/ 
ken to him diversely & cheered 
him with the hope of meeting 
thee, betnay well be strong en/ 
ougb to seek thee for a mile's 
length, & find thine bousefirst 
& then thee. So now wilt thou 
obey me? flay, if thou must 
needs weep, X will be gone into 
the thicket till thou bast done, 
thou wilf u 11 ^Birdalone smih 
ed through her tears, and said: 
X pray thee pardon my wilful¬ 
ness, mother, andX will depart 
without turning back into the 
cave j0 ]Say, Rabundia, 
there is no need for so much 
haste as that:! will in now, and 
do my leeebdoms with the sick 
man.Butdotbou goaeross the 
stream, thou barefoot, & thou 
wilt find on the other side, by 
the foot of the quicken / tree 
yonder, honeycombs & white 



bread & a bicker of wild goats' part VI. Che 
milk* Bathe thee then if thou Days of Hb- 
wilt, and bring those matters sence 
over hither; & then sbalt thou 
go in and kiss thy mate's sick 
face with thy fresh one, and 
thereafter shall we sit here by 
the ripple of the water & break 
our fast; and lastly, thou shalt 
go in and kiss again and then 
take to the road. But tell me, 
deemest thou surely that thou 
canst find it again? J$f Y«a, 
surely, mother, said Birda- 
lonejXam wood/woman enough 
for that; and now X will do all 
thy will JP Hnd therewith she 
stepped out lightly on to the 
greensward, & sought up the 
stream tillshefoundasmooth/ 
grounded pool meet for her 
bath, andwben thatwasdone, 
she fetched the victual & came 
back to the wood/wife; then 
they two sat down together, 
and ate & drank while the wa¬ 
ter rippled at their feet* But 
when they were done, Birda- 
lon e gat her into the caveagain, 
and kissed the sleeping man 
fondly, & came forth lightly 
& stood a moment before the 
wood/wife,& said I'Cellme this 
at least, mother, when shall be 
be there ?j^TTomiorrow,quoth 
the wood/wife; &,formy part, 

X would keep thee within doors 
and abide him there, lest there 
be trouble; for he may not yet 
be as strong as the strongest. 
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J& Birdatone hung down her 
bead and answered not, but 
saidpresentty: farewell, wood/ 
mother, and be thou blessed, 
j^Cben she took up her bow 
and betook her lightly to the 
woodland way, and the wood/ 
wife stood looking at her till 
the thicket had hidden her, & 
then turned back and went into 
the cave. 

^Chapter XXVXbe <Uood- 
wife bealeth and tendeth the 
Black Squire && 

fiB stood over 
Hrtbur for a mi¬ 
nute or two, and 
then stooped 
down and whis¬ 
pered a word in 


his ear, and presently be stir¬ 
red on thebedandhalf opened 
bis eyes,butstraigbtway turn/ 
ed on his side, as if to gather 
sleep to him, but she took him 
by the shoulder and said in a 
clear voice: J^ay, knight, nay; 
bast thou not slept enough ? 
is there nought for thee to do? 
jfi?fie sat up in the bed & rub/ 
bed his eyes, and his face was 
come toits wholesome colour, 
& bis eyes looked out quietly 
and calmly as be looked about 
the cave & saw the wood/wife 
standing by him; & he spake 
in a voice which was some¬ 
what weak, but wherein was no 
passion of rage or woodness: 
Cdbere am X then ? and who art 


thou, dame?,j^She said: "Chou 
art in a cave of the woodland, 
& X am for one thing thy leech, 
andmeseemeth thou desirest 
to eat & to drink jg? fie smiled 
and nodded his head; and she 
fetched him the milk, and be 
drank a long draught, & sigh/ 
ed thereafter, as one who is 
pleased; & she smiled on him, 
and fetched him the bread and 
the honey, and he ate & drank 
again, and then lay down and 
fell fast asleep. Hnd she suffer/ 
ed bis slumber for two hours 
or so, & then awoke him again; 
and again be asked where he 
was and what was she, but she 
said as before. Hnd said she: 
Che next thing thou bast to do 
is toarise,asthou wellmayest, 
an d take this raim en t, which is 
fair and clean, & go wash thee 
in the brook and come back to 
me; and then we will talk, and 
thou shalt tell me of how it 
was with tbee,&peradventure 
X may tell thee somewhat of 
bow it shall be with tbee^Hs 
she spoke she went to a coffer 
which stood in a nook of the 
cave, and drew forth from it a 
shirt and hosen & shoon, and 
a surcoat & hood of fine black 
cloth, and a gilded girdle and 
a fair sword, red/sbeathed, & 
said^hesemay serve thy turn 
for the presen t,so take them & 
don them,& thou shalt look like 
a squire at least,if not a knight. 








[O be arose as one in a 
dream & went out; but 
■ as be passed by ber sbe 
saw something gleaming on 
bis breast, & noted that it was 
Birdalone’s fair sapphire ring 
which bung about bis neck; 
so sbe smiled, and said under 
her breath: Crafty is my dear 
daugbterl But that shall save 
me some words at leastj^Hnd 
sbe abided bis return. 

Y>& cometb bach 




( clad in the fair raiment, 
, with the sword by bis 
side; and the wood/wife smote 
her palms together and cried 
out: ]STowindeed tbou art fair 
and well/liking, and a fair lady 
might well tahe pleasure in be* 
bolding thee. 

JtTC bis brow was knit, 
and be looked sullen 
i andangry, andbesaid: 
QXhat is all this play ? & where 
gattest tbou this ring which I 
founde'en now abou t my neck ? 
Hnd who art tbou, & why have 
I been brought hither? 

B IS eyes lookedfiercely on 
her as be spake, bolding 
out bis palm with the 
ring lying thereon jj?But the 
wood/wife answered: JMany 
questions, fiairyoutbt but! will 
tell thee: the play is for thine 
beating and pleasure, whereas 
both sick bast tbou been and 
sorry. Hs to the ring,it is tbou 
bast got it & not I. But I will 


tell thee this, that I have seen 
it on the finger of a fair dam¬ 
sel who bauntetb the wood¬ 
land not far hence. Hs to what 
I am, that were a long tale to 
tell if I told it all; but believe 
this meanwhile, that I am the 
lady and mistress of herea¬ 
bouts, & am not without pow/ 
er over my folk & my land. Hnd 
as to why tbou wert brought 
hither,! brought thee because 
I bad no better bouse bandy 
for a sick man to tie in. 

Hrtbur stood a 
long white considering 
the ring that lay on bis 
palm, and at last be put bis 
bandon the wood/wife's sboul/ 
der, and looked into her face 
beseechingly, andsaid: O mo/ 
tber,if tbou bemigbty bemer/ 
ciful withal, and have pity on 
mef Chou callest me a youth, 
and so I may be in regard to 
thee; but I tell thee it is five 
long years and there bath been 
no other thought in my heart 
butwbatwas loathsome tome, 
and it bath worn and wasted 
my youth, so that it waneth & 
witberetb and is nought. O, if 
thou be mighty, bring me to 
her that I may see her at least 
one time before I die Hnd 
therewith be fell down on bis 
knees before ber, and kissed 
the hem of her gown, & wept. 
But she drew him up & looked 
on him with the merry coun- 
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tcnancc of a hind old woman, 
and said: 7<ay, nay, X am not 
so bard to be won to tby help¬ 
ing that thou needest pray so 
sore and weep: here need we 
tarry no longer, & if tbou wilt 
come with me we shall go seeh 
the damsel who bore this rln g, 
though how it should come to 
thee why should X know ? JJeu 
tberdoXknowif the said ring/ 
bearer be the on e woman whom 
tbou needest. But X will tell 
thee at once that she Is a dear 
friend of mine* 

B fie^ Hrtbur threw bis 
arms about ber,& hissed 
her cheeks and blessed 
her, while she laughed on him 
&said :"]NTay, fair sir,if tbou wilt 
do so much with the withered 
brancb,wbat wi It thou with the 
blossom of the tree? jgPHnd 
he was abashed before her, but 
hope made his heart to dance. 
[O the wood/wife tooh 
up her bow, slung her 
quiver at her bach,and 
girt her short sword to her, & 
then led him forth, and so into 
the thichet out of the dale and 
forth into the oaken bent, and 
lightly she led him thereafter 
through the woodland. 



,4*Chapter XXVX.Che Black 
Squire telletb the CHood/wife 
of his doings since Birdalone 
went from the Castle of the 
Quest^f^ 

S CRBY went 
Rabundia said 
to Hrtbur: f'fow 
shalt thou talk£t 
tell for theshort/ 
eningoftbeway, 
and let us know somewhat of 
thy story. But firstXmust tell 
thee, for thoumaystnot know 
it,so witless as then thou was t, 
that yesterday we found thee 
down in the dale yonder, play¬ 
ing the string/play sweetly in/ 
deed, but otherwise digbt like 
a half beast more than a man, 
so that we wondered at thee & 
pitied thee. 

iRCRCIR knit bis brows 
as if be strove with some 
memory and might not 
master it; then be said: Chou 
sayest Ctle, who then was the 
other Pj^SaidRabundta: Xbad 
a dear friend with me^Quotb 
be: Hnddid she pity me also? 

said the wood/wife, 
elsescarcehadshebeenafriend 
to me^O let us on swiftly, 
said Hrtbur, so long as the 
timemay bef j^Hnd they quick/ 
ened their pace and ate up the 
way speedily, 

ReseN^CY spake 
the wood/wif e again: 
JNow for the tale of thee, 
















fair sir; yet will X shorten it 
somewhat by telling thee that 
X know thy name, that thou 
art Hrthur the Black Squireof 
the Castle of the Quest j£f Re 
stared at that word, and said: 
Row knewest thou this? how 
couldstthou guess it,who hast 
never seen me erst ?j^H friend 
told me, said she; too long it 
were as now to tell thee there¬ 
of* Rather do thou tell m e how 
thou didst farewhen ye found 
thy friend gone from the cas¬ 
tle that time ye came home 
from the winning of the Red 
Rold. 



RCRQR stared aston- 
, ished, and said: SUbat is 
it?Dost thou verily know 
my love? or art thou a sorcer- 
ess&knowestsomewbatofme 
by spell/work ? jg?Xam some¬ 
what more than a sorceress, 
maybappen, said the wood- 
wife; but heed it not,sinceXam 
thy friend to/day, but tell me 
what X ask, that X may have all 
the tale of thee; it will serve for 
the shortening of the way^ 
Said Hrthur: Hnd who but X 
needetb it as short as may be? 
so stand we not loitering here, 
and X will talk as we wend on 
speedily* 

jj* they sped therefore, 
and said Hrthur: Row 
; did! fare ?as one stun¬ 
ned, mother, & knew not what 
had happened; & when X heard 



their babble of bow she bad 
done wrong here & right there, 
X was driven half mad by it, so 
thatXhastenedback to tbeRed 
Rold, and became the captain 
of Greenford, to hunt down 
their scattered foemen; for X 
said to myself tbatneeds must 
X rage and slay, and that were 
worser amongst my friends 
than mine unfriends* Glhat 
then ? that business came to an 
end; though all the illmen were 
not slain, but all were driven 
away from the parts of Green- 
ford; and sooth to say they 
durst not com cany wberenigb 
where they heard of me. Chen 
became each day like every o- 
ther, and the thought of my 
hope and my despair ate mine 
heart out, and X was of no avail 
unto any. JSowit so happened, 
amidst my many battles and 
chases,X had hunted the bands 
of the Red Rold in to tbenorth/ 
west marches of tbewoodland; 
& X noted that even they, bow/ 
soever bard bestead, and the 
worst of men to boot, would 
scarce at the first be driven in¬ 
to the thickets thereof, though 
at last, whether orno they have 
made covenant with the devils 
there! know not, they have be¬ 
taken them to the depths of 
the wood and have borne off 
women from the dwellings & 
got children on them, and are 
like to breed an evil folk* "Chat 
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then Ino ted that tbi sC vilsbaw 
was a dwelling loathed & des¬ 
ert, & little like it was that any 
would meddle with me there. 
“Cbree years bad worn since X 
was cast away at the Castle of 
the Quest by her that loved me, 
who must needs sacrifice both 
her and me to the busy devil of 
folly; and X also deemed that 
if X sought for her X should 
not find her; and yet more for/ 
sooth, that if X found her she 
would be as hard unto me as 
when she fled from me.Hnd as 
forme, X was gotten hard and 
crabbed, & no man, if bis heart 
would let him,would have aught 
to say to me. So X gat me away 
from the Red F)old, as X bad 
from the Castle of the Quest, 
&Xgave out that!would enter 
into religion, and forbade any 
man to follow me. Neither did 
any desire it^first of allXset 
me down at the very outskirts 
of the woodland, and raised 
me a bower there, rude and ill/ 
shapen. few fotk came anigb 
m e, and yet som e few, charcoal/ 
burners, and hunters of the 
edges of the wood, and such¬ 
like. Cbese deemed me a holy 
man, whereas X was but surly. 
Somewhatalsotbey fearedme, 
whereas in some of their bun t- 
ings or goings and comings 
after prey X bad put forth all 
my strength, eked out by the 
loreof knighthood, which was 
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strange to tbem.Oneman there 
was of them who was fashion¬ 
ed of the minstrel craft by na¬ 
ture, & who forgathered with 
me specially, till we became 
friends, and he was a solace to 
me, with bis tales & bis songs 
of a rougher people than Xbad 
been wont to deal with. But 
when X had been in that place 
for two years he diedof a sick/ 
ness,andlwas left lonely,and 
my soreness of heart fell upon 
me till X scarce knew what next 
X should do. So X fared away 
yet deeper into the wildwood, 
taking with me the harp which 
my friend bad given me before 
be died. Xt was summer, and X 
wanderedabout ever deeperin/ 
to the wood, until belike X had 
scarce been able to win out of 
it if X bad tried, flt last, when 
the autumn came, X built my¬ 
self again some sort of a bower 
in a clearing of the wood where/ 
in was water, and the resort of 
plenteous venison. 

jfiHC befell next? ]VIy 
.mindisnotovenclear 
* concerning it all, for 
X was now becoming more of a 
beast than a man. But this X 
know, that some men of the 
bands whomXhad chased bap/ 
pened on me* Cbey knew me 
not for their old foeman, but 
of their kinditwas to torment 
and slay any man whom they 
might lightly overcome. Ytt 





wasnottbe battle so overflight 
but tbatX slew and hurt divers 
of them ere they got me under 
and stripped me & bound my 
hands and tormented me, af¬ 
ter the manner that the devils 
shall do with them when they 
shall go to their rewardj^Yet 
somehow Xlived, though they 
deemed me dead, andXcrawled 
away thence when they were 
gone;&somehow! was healed 
of my body, but! was conf us/ 
edof my wit thereafter, & now 
can call to mind but little of 
what befell me as X strayed 
from place to place, save that 
X remember X was hapless and 
beart/sore ever: and also me- 
seemeth that! saw visions at 
whiles, & those who had been 
in my life before these things, 
their images would come be¬ 
fore me to mock me as X sat 
singing whiles & whiles play¬ 
ing the string/play (for my 
harp X bore ever with me); and 
whiles X bewailed me, & called 
for help on them that would 
not or might not belpme.Hnd 
now X may not even tell the 
years of my abiding in the de¬ 
sert, bow many they be. But X 
pray thee letus on moreswif t- 
lyyet. 

B HXD TZF)G wood/wife: 
Chou bast told me but 
little of thy life, Black 
Squire, but it is enough may¬ 
be; and!see that thou mayst 
xi 


not tell me more because thou 
bast thy mind set on what may 
betide thee when this day is o/ 
ver.But thou must know that 
thou bast come into the wood 
of Gvilsbaw, wherein, besides 
those savage men who quelled 
thee and their like, there be un¬ 
couth things nofew, & wights 
tbatbenotoftheraceofHdam; 
wherefore no great marvel is it 
that thou sawest visions, and 
images of them that were not 
by thee J? Yea, said be, but one 
vision badXtbat conf used and 
overcame me more than all 
others, and meseemetb that 
came to me not long ago. for 
first X saw the shape of her 
that my souldesvretb ever, and 
it wept and lamented for me; 
and then for a little X seemed 
as if X were coming forth from 
my confusion of wit; when lot 
there issued from the thicket 
another image of my beloved 
and blamed meand threatened 
me. God wot good cause there 
was of the blame* But tell me, 
mother, since thou caltest thy/ 
self wise, what may this por¬ 
tend? 

F)6 wood/wife laughed: 
Since! am wise, said she, 
X will foretell thee good 
days. Hnd now we will talk no 
more of thee or thy love or thy 
sorrow, but since thou wilt so 
fiercely devour the way, X will 
tell thee a tale or two of this 
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wood and its wights to save 
us from over/mucb weariness* 

B O did she, talking and 
telling as they went; fit 
she went on a pace be¬ 
fore him, and howsoever long 
or hardly he might stride he 
might not overgo her. Hnd so 
fast they went, that they were 
within a little way of the Oak 
of Cryst a good while before 
the sun bad set, though they 
bad set out from the cave three 
boursaf ter the hourwbenBird/ 
alone and the wood/wife bad 
left the House under the Stood 
on the yesterday jfl?Cbey bad 
come to a steep rock that rose 
up from a water’s side, and the 
wood/wife bade stay, whether 
Hrtbur would or no, and she 
made him eat&drink,bringing 
the victual and wine from out 
of a cleft in the said rock. Hnd 
she held him there till tbenigbt 
was come fit there was a glim¬ 
mer of the rising moon in the 
east, and he was ill at ease and 
restless; but still she held him 
there till the moon rose high 
and shone upon them, and the 
shadows of the oak/boughs 
lay black all around. 

HSff she bade him arise, 
and let him on to the Oak 
of Cryst, yea and some¬ 
what beyond it toward the 
great water^Chen she spake 
to him; Black Squire, tarn now 
come home, and will lead thee 
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no further ;Xwas deeming that 
we should have slept in the 
wood a good way from this, 
fit then would X have brought 
thee on thy way to/morrow 
morning; but the eagerness of 
thine heart bath made thy feet 
so speedy, that we be here 
somewhat rathe, and yet X am 
not ill/pleased therewith 
'Chen she turned him about fit 
said: took down the bentand 
tell me what thou seest^De 
said; X see the boles of good¬ 
ly trees, and betwixt them the 
gleaming of a great water jj? 
She said: Go thitherward then 
while the moon is yet at her 
brightest, and thou sbalt pre¬ 
sently come to wide meads ly- 
ingalong the water, fit a stream 
running through them. €nter 
then into the meads and look 
about thee, and thou sbalt see 
a little house (there is none 
other nigh) standing just a- 
cross the said stream; go up 
thither boldly and crave guest/ 
ing from whomsoever thou 
sbalt find there, and maybe 
things shall go after thy mind. 
JMore than this X may not do 
for thee, farewell then, and if 
thou wilt thou maystmeetme 
again; that is to say,that which 
is verily me: but it is like that 
this shape which bath been 
striding on with thee daylong 
thou shalt not see any more. 



J6 looked on her wonder/ 
mg, for she seemed to 
| grow goodly & stately 
before bis eyes. But even as 
he stretched forth bis band to 
take hers, she turned about 
I suddenly and fared into the 
wood out of bis sight, wend- 
ling full as swiftly as might 
have been looked for Chen 
i be drew bis sword and turned 
i bis face from the wood,& went 
down toward the water. 
Chapter XXVII. Sir Hrtbur 
cometh to the Rouse under the 
Cdood^^s 

O came Hrtbur 
into the mead¬ 
ows, & went ea¬ 
gerly but warily 
over the dewy 
grass. Hnd here 
& there a cow rose before him 
and went bundling down the 
mead a tittle way, and the owls 
criedoutfrom behind him,and 
, a fox barkedfrom the thicket's 
edge. 'Chen he found himself 
'on the stream/side, & be stay/ 
ed& looked from side to side, 
and lot on the other side of the 
stream a little house that look/ 
ed familiar to him as a yeo¬ 
man's dwelling in the builded 
lands, and the thatch thereon 
shone under the moon and its 
windows were yellow with can/ 
dle/tigbt;&so homely it seem/ 
ed to him, that he thrust bis 
sword into the sheath & light/ 




ly crossed the brook, and came part VI. Che 
to the door and laid bis hand Days of Hb- 
upon the latch and lifted it and sence 
shoved the door, and all was 
open before him. 

JIS eyes, coming from the 
i night, dazzled with the 
! bright light of the can - 
dies, but be saw a fair woman 
rising up in her place,&he said: 

JYIay a traveller in the wood¬ 
land be welcom e here to/nigbt, 
dealing with all in all honour? 

3CTC the woman cam e to/ 
ward him holding out 
| her two bands, & ere be 
could cry out that be knewber, 
she bad thrown herself upon 
bim,&had cast her arms about 
him and was kissing his face, 

& murmuring: O welcome in¬ 
deed! welcome,welcome,&wel/ 
come! jfiFHnd so sore did bis 
past grief and bis desiremove 
bim, that be was weak before 
ber, and betd down bis bands 
& let ber do^Hnd both those 
were breathless with wonder 
and joy and longing; and they 
stood aloof a little in awhile & 
looked on each other, she with 
heaving bosom and streaming 
eyes,&bewitbarmsstretcbed 
fbrtb and lips that strove with 
bis heart's words and might 
not utter them; but once more 
she gave herself to bim, and 
betook ber in his arms strong/ 
ly now, so that she was frail & 
weak before bim, and be laid 
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bis check to her cheek and his 
Ups to her Ups, and hissed her 
eyes and her shoulders & nun*/ 
mured over her, Hnd then again 
they stoodapart, and she took 
him by the handand led him to 
the settle, & set him down by 
her,and herself by him; and a 
while they said nought, Chen 
shespakeasonewhobadcome 
to herself &was calm, though 
her heart was aflame for love: 
"Cell me, love, when thine band 
was on the latch didst thou 
look to And me here in this 
bouse? for thine band it was 
that waked me; Xbeardnot thy 
foot before the threshold, for 
I was weary and slumbering. 
Hlas f that X lost the sound of 
thy feetljj^fie spake, and bis 
voice sounded false unto him, 
as if it came from another’s 
mouth: X wot not; the woman 
that led me nearby seemed to 
bid me bope^Cben he said: 
]Say, thesoothisthatXshould 
have died if X bad not found 
thee here; X have been sick so 
long with hoping. 

B GHXf'J were they silent 
till she said:Xwould that 
X bad heard thee cross¬ 
ing the brook. But the wood- 
wife bade me look for thee no 
earlier than to /morrow; else 
hadXtime enough; &Xwould 
have made the bouse trim with 
the new green boughs,&digbt/ 
ed our bed with rose blooms; 


&Xwouldbave doneon me my 
shining gown that the wood- 
wife gave me j0 for indeed 
she was but clad in her scanty 
smock and nought else. 

?CTC he laid his head on 
her bosom and kissed 
her all about, and said: 
]Vay, my own love, it is well, it 
is better j&Hnd she murmur¬ 
ed over him: O friend, my dear, 
think not tbatXhad will to bide 
me from thee. Hll that is here 
of me is thine, and thine, and 
thine. 

J^D she took bis hand 
& they arose together, 
and she said: O friend, 
Xfledfrom thee once& left thee 
lonely of me because Xdeemed 
need drave me to it; & X feared 
the strife of friends, & confu¬ 
sion & tangle. JVow if thou wilt 
avenge thee on me thou may/ 
est, for X am in thy power. Yet 
will X ask thee what need will 
drive thee to leave me lonely ? 
eSHXD:Cbe need of 
deathBut she said: 
JVIay happen we shall lie 
together then,as here tomigbt 
we shall lie. 

Chapter XXVXXX, fair days 
in the Rouse of X.ove^^ 

JS - the morrow it 
was sweet times 
betwixt those 
twain, and what 
was bard & fierce 
of their love they 
















seemed to have put behind 
them JP H dear joy it was to 
Birdalone that day to busy her/ 
self about the housekeeping, 
&to provide whatsoever seem/ 
ed now, or had seemed to her 
in her early days,to bedainties 
of their meadow and woodland 
husbandry, as cream and jun¬ 
kets and wood/fruit & honey, 
and fine bread made for that 
very occasion, 

{XCBHL she was care/ 

, f ul as a mother with 
■a child that he should 
not over/weary himself with 
the sun of the early summer, 
but rather to fbllow the brook 
up intothe woodand lieadown 
in the flecked shadow and rest 
him wholly, as if there were 
nought for him to do but to 
take in restall tbatwas done for 
bis service, both by the earth 
and by the hands and nimble 
feet of Birdalone, Hndas she 
was wilful in other ways of her 
cherishing, soalso in this,that 
for nought in that daylight 
would she go anywise disar¬ 
rayed, nay not so much as to 
go barefoot, though be prayed 
her thereof sorely,and told her 
that fairerand sweeter she was 
in her smock alone than in any 
otberraiment.for in the mom/ 
ing she went in her woodland 
green let down to her heels, & 
when the day wore towards 
evening, & the wind came cool 
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from over the Great Cttater, part VI. Che 
then she did on her wonder- Days of Hb- 
raiment which the wood/wife sence 
bad given her, and led Hrtbur 
over the meadows bere& there, 

& went gleaming by the side of 
the black/dad man along the 
water's tip J0 Hnd they look¬ 
ed forth on to Green Gyot and 
Rock Gyot, and stood by the 
shallow bight where she bad 
bathed those times; and they 
wen t along to the dismal creek 
where the Sending Boat was 
wont to lie, & where yet lay the 
scattered staves of it; and then 
along the meadow/land they 
went from end to end, resting 
oft on theflowery grass,till the 
dews began to fall & the moon 
cast shadows on the green¬ 
sward. TIben home they fared 
to the bouse; and again on the 
way must Birdalone feign for 
their disport that the witch 
was come back again, and was 
awaiting her to play the tyrant 
with her; & Hrtbur fell in with 
her game, and kissed her and 
clipped her, and then drew bis 
sword & said: ByHUballows 
XshaUsmiteoffberbeadifshe 
but lay a finger on thee. 

B O they played like two 
happy children till they 
came to the doorof the 
house, and Birdalone shoved 
it open, and they two looked in 
together & saw nought worse 
therein save the strange sba- 
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clows that the moon cast from 
the settle on to the floor, "Chen 
Birdalone drew in her love, & 
went about lighting the can¬ 
dles &quickeningalittle cook/ 
ing fire on the hearth, till the 
'yellow light chased the moon 
|away from the bed of their de/ 
‘sire. 

Chapter XXIX. "Chose twain 
,witl seek the wisdom of the 
<Hood'wife 

j©HT] s T next day 
lwas their life 
such as it had 
been the day be- 
’I fore; andas they 
lay in cool sha¬ 
dow of a great oak, Birdalone 
fell to telling Hrtbur all the 
.whole story of her dealings 
with the wood/wife, and how 
j that she had so loved her and 
holpen her, that through her 
.love and her help she had es¬ 
caped the witch & her snares, 
whowould have turned berin- 
toa half /devil for the undoing 
>of manfblk, Hnd how that the 
said wood/wife had never ap¬ 
peared to her but as an image 
&doubleof herself,save on the 
timewhen sheplayed the leech 
to bim.'Cben she told him how 
all bad gone when the wood- 
'wife bad sought him out for 
the fulfilment of their love, & 
‘ of the dreadful day when they 
.bad come upon him out of bis 
' wit and but little manlike. 


B RCN she asked,would 
be, within the next day 
or two,that they should 
go see the wood/wife together 
and than k her for her help, and 
bring him within the ring of 
her love and guarding; and he 
yeasatd it with a good will, 
PjsglfCSR this she would 
J^lpT have him tell her of 
aSW bow things bad gone 
with him since that evil day 
when be had come home from 
the Castle of the Quest and 
found her gone jfi? So he told 
her somewhat, and of bis dole 
and misery, and bis dealings 
with the fbemen of Greenford; 
but yet scantly, & as one com/ 
pelted; and at last he said: 

i€HR love, since thou 
art cossetting me with 
! all solace of caresses,! 
pray thee remember my trou¬ 
ble and grief, bow sore they 
were, and do with me as with 
a sick man getting well, as I 
wot surely thou wouldest do; 
and do thou that which is at 
this present the softest and 
merriest to me, and that for¬ 
sooth is, that thou shouldest 
talk and tell, & I should beark/ 
en the sweetness of the music, 
and only here and there put in 
a word to rest thee and make 
thy tale the sweeter. 

[f>e laughed with love 
on bim,&without more 
■ ado fell to telling every/ 








thing she might think of, con/ 
ceming her days in the Rouse 
of Captivity, both when she 
was but a bairn, and when she 
was grown to be a young wo¬ 
man ; and long was she about 
the tale, nor was it all done in 
one day; and a multitude of 
things she told him which are 
not se t down in this book* 
KSjaf’tf? the evening when they 
RJiLrG were going again to and 
KffSpH fro the meads, it was 
other talk they fell on, to wit, 
of their fellows of the Quest, 
both of Sir Rugb & the three 
lovely ladies: andnow was Hr- 
thur nought but kind when he 
spaheofHtra,norspakeBird/ 
alone otherwise; but she said: 
X shall now say a hard word, 
yet must thou bear it, my love/ 
ling, since we twain are now be/ 
come one, and have but one joy 
together & one sorrow. Deem/ 
est thou tbatHtra is yet alive? 
jfiFSooth it is, saidHrthur, it 
may well be that X have slain 
ber^Hnd what may we do by 
her if ever we fall in with her 
alive? said Birdalone jj?,X wot 
not, said Hrtbur; some would 
say that we have done penance 
forour fault, both thou&X; & 
what other penance may we do, 
savesunderingfrom each oth/ 
er? Hnd by God above X will 
not^Sy thine head and thine 
hands X will not, said Birda- 
lone. 
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H O said they; but there- partVI. Che 
with their eyes told tales Days of Hb- 
of the fair eve and the sence 
lovely meadows, & the house, 
the shrine of the dear white 
bedno less sweetto them than 
erst; but then presently Bird- 
alone stayed her love, & took 
her arms about him, and each 
felt the sweetness of the oth¬ 
er’s body, and joy blossomed 
anew in their hearts. Chen fell 
Hrtbur to telling of the deeds 
and the kindness of Baudoin, 
whom never again they should 
see on the earth; & they turned 
back home to the house, and 
on the way spake Birdalone: 

Cbis is whatX would we should 
do; whereas X have sought thee 
and thou me, & we have found 
each other,whereas ye sought 
me when X went astray in the 
Black Valley of the Greywe- 
tbers, & before, when ye three 
sought your own loves, now X 
would thatwesbould seek our 
fellows and have joy in them, 
and thole sorrow with them as 
in days gone by. 

B pHKC Hrtbur: Dear is 
tberest with thee in this 
wildemessjyetwereita 
deed of fame, and would bring 
about a day of joy, might we 
find our friends again, & knit 
up the links of the fellowship 
once more. But thou the wise 
and valiant! belike thou hast in 
thine bead some device wbere- 
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part VI. Che by this might be set about. 


Days of Hb- 
sencc 



!]XRDHLONesaid:Sim/ 
pie is my device, to wit, 
i that we ash one who is 
wiser than X. Let us tarry not, 
but go to/morrowand see the 
wood/wife & talk with hereon/ 
cerning itjg^Chen she smiled 
upon him and said: But when 
thou seest her, wilt thou be a- 
ghastif she come before us in 
my shape of what X was five 
years agon e, or six ? 

■ HY, nay, he said, thou 
artnotsoterribleasthat; 
notvery fardoXrun from 
thee nowjj? Hnd therewith 
they kissed & embraced, and 
so entered the Rouse of Love. 
^Chapter XXX. Chey have 
►speech with Rabundia concern/ 
»ng the Green Knight and his 
' fellows 

■JlRGJ'f the mor- 
# row was they 
arose and went 
their ways to- 
_ w v ward the wood, 
^vS?L31 and Birdalone 
in her hunter’s coat, quiver at 
I back and bow in hand. Chey 
came to the Oak of Cry st, and 
* Birdalone was at point to call 
on thewood/wif e by the burn/ 
ing of a hair of hers, when 
she came lightly from out the 
thicket, clad as Birdalone, and 
her very image. She stood be¬ 
fore them with a glad coun ten/ 
ance, & said: COlelcome to the 
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seekers and findersj®fButHr/ 
thur stepped forth and knelt 
before her, and took her right 
hand and kissed it, and said: 
RereXswearallegiancetothce, 
O Lady of the floods, to do 
thy will in all things, and give 
thee thanks from my heart 
more than my tongue can say. 

B tlOC R the wood/wife: 
X take thine allegiance, 
fair young man,&mine 
help shalt thou have hencefor/ 
ward J ?Chen she smiled and 
her eyes danced form erriment, 
and she said: Y^t thy thanks 
meseemeth for this while are 
more due to the wise carline 
who brought thee through the 
woods two days ago, and only 
lef tthee when the way was easy 
and clear to thee. 

HOY, said Hrtbur, X 
knownowhowgreatis 
thy might,& that thou 
canst take more shapes than 
this only; and humbly X thank 
thee that for us thou hast tab/ 
en the shape that X love the 
best of all on the earth. 

HXD Cf)6 wood/wife: 
Stand up, Black Squire, 
and consider a little what 
thou wouldst have me do for 
thee, while X have speech with 
mine image yonder JfF Hnd 
therewith she came up to Bird/ 
alone, & drew her a little apart, 
and felltostrokinghercheeks 
and patting her handsand di- 












versely caressing her, and she 
said to her: Bow now,my child, 
baveXdone for tbeewbatXpro/ 
mised,&art thou wholly happy 
now ?JPO yea, saidBirdalone; 
if nought else befell us in this 
life but to dwell together be¬ 
twixt the woodland & the wa¬ 
ter, and to see thee oft, full 
happy should we be. 

B eveRt:nej.ess,said 
Babundia, art thou not 
come hither toash some/ 
whatofme,thatyemaybehap/ 
pier?jfifSo it is, wise mother, 
said Birdalone; grudge not a/ 
gainst me therefor, for more 
than one thing drives me there/ 
to JP X will not grudge, said 
the wood/wife; but now X will 
ash thy mate if be has thought 
what it is that be will have of 
mcJpHnd she turned to Hr- 
tbur, who came forth & said: 
Lady, X have beard thee, and 
herein would we have thee help 
us: Inhere were erst six fellows 
of us, three carles and three 
queans, to whom was added 
this sweetling here; butoneof 
them,towittbe©oldenKmgbt, 
was slain, and for the restjgF 
Yea, X know, said the wood- 
wife; my child here bath told 
meallj&nowyewotnotwbere 
they are or if they be yet alive, 
all or any of them. Now is it 
not so that y ewould seek these 
friends, if it were but to greet 
them but once, &tbatye would 


ash of thewisewood/wifebelp part VI.TZbe 
to find them ?Xs tbereanymore Days of Hb- 
of the tale ? j? Nay, lady, said sence 
Hrtburjj?Said she: Cdell then, 
that help shall ye have, were it 
but for the sahe of that little 
Yiridis whereof my child bath 
toldme.KUberefore abide tid¬ 
ings of me fora fourteen days, 
and seeh not to me ere then; & 
meantime fear not, nor doubt 
me, for many messengers X 
have, and ever may X do some¬ 


what if the end of the tale is to 
be told in these woodlands: & 
X deem these friends will not 
be hard to draw hither, for it is 
most lihe that they be tbinh- 
ingofyouandlongingforyou, 
as ye for them, Hnd now X will 
depart on my business, which 
is yours, and do ye be happy 
to/day in the woodland, & to¬ 
morrow in the meadows and 
by the water; & let no trouble 
weigh down your happy days. 

B BGRG3CIXCB she flit¬ 
ted away from them, 
when she had hissed 
them both. But when she was 
gone they fared away together 
deep into the wood, and were 
exceeding merry disporting 
them,&on their return they gat 
them venison for their meat, 
and so came bach to the Bouse 
of Love when the moon was 
up and shining brightly. 
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& Chapter XXXI. Rabun dia 
cometb with tidings of those 
dear friends ,4* & 

fORG the days 
thenceforth 
merrily; and 
one day it was 
delight in the 
a wide meads. 


and another they went a long 
way wes talong the water/side, 
and so into another meadow- 
plain, smaller than their horn e/ 
plain, which Birdalone hadne/ 
ver erst come into; and three 
eyots lay off it,green & tree/be/ 
set, whereto they swam out to/ 
getber/Cben they went into the 
1 wood thereby in the heat of the 
afternoon, & so wore the day, 
)that they deemed themselves 
belated, and lay there under a 
thormbusb tbenigbt through. 
^aJS^OCRGR day Birda¬ 



lone took her mate over 
! on toGreenGyot&Rock 
Gyot, and showed him all the 
places she was used to haunt. 
Hndtbey bad their fiobing/gear 
with them, and angled off the 
eyots a good part of the day, & 
had good catch, & swam back 
therewith merrily. Hnd Birda/ 
Ion e laughed,&said that it seem/ 
ed to her as if once again she 
wereransoming her shin of the 
witcb/wife by thatnoble catch. 
flVBRS GlJVieS also 
i they fared into the 
wood, and thrice they 



lay out the night there in some 
wood/lawn where was water; 
and on one of these times it 
happed that Hrtbur awoke in 
the grey dawn, and lay open- 
eyed but not moving for a lit¬ 
tle; and therewith be deemed 
be saw the gleam of war/gear 
in the thicket. So be kept as 
still as be might, but gat bis 
sword out of its sheath with¬ 
out noise, and then leapt up 
suddenly, and sprang thither/ 
ward whereas be bad seen that 
token, and again saw armour 
gleam and heard some man 
crashing through the under¬ 
wood, for all was gone in one 
moment* So be woke up Birda/ 
lone,&tbey bended their bows 
both of them, & searched the 
thicket thereabouts beedful- 
ly, arrow on string, but found 
nougbtfiercer than a great sow 
and her farrowjfi?So came the 
full day, & they gat them back 
to their meadows and their 
bousejbut tbereaf terwere they 
warier in goingabout the wood/ 
l and. 

j§SS|]Nf HLX joyance then 
iaifl vvovc the days till tbeftf / 
gSssS teenth, andin the morn/ 
mg early they went their ways 
to the Oak of try st, & bad no 
need to call Rabundia to them, 
for presently she came forth 
out of the thicket, with her 
gown gathered up in to her gir/ 
die and bow in hand. But she 












cast it down & ran up to Bird/ 
alone,and kissed berand clip¬ 
ped her, and then she took a 
band of Hrtbur and a band of 
Birdalon e, and held them both 
and said: JVIy child, & thou dear 
knight, have ye still a longing 
to fall in with those friends of 
yours,&torun allrisk of what/ 
soever contention and strife 
tberemay be betwixtyou there/ 
after? Yea, certes, said Hr- 
tbur;and even so said Birda- 
lone^Slell is that then, said 
the wood/wife; but now & for 
this time, ere! help you, X shall 
put a price upon my help, and 
this is the price, that ye swear 
to me never wholly to sunder 
from me; that once in the year 
at least, as long as ye be alive 
and way worthy, ye come into 
the forest of Bvilsbaw, and 
summon me by the burning of 
a hair of mine, that we may 
meet and be merry for a while, 
& part with the hope of meet¬ 
ing once more at least* Hnd if 
ye will not pay the price, go in 
peace, and ye shall yet bavemy 
help in all other matters that 
may seem good unto you, but 
not in this of joining your feU 
lowsbip together* Row say- 
est thou, Birdalone, my child ? 
Row say est thou,BlackSquire, 
whom,asmeseemetb,Xbavede/ 
livered from a fate worse than 
death, and have brought out 
of wretchedness into bliss ? 




jpHKe Birdalone: Rad X 
dared,X would have bid¬ 
den thee to swear to me 
even such an oath, to wit, that 
thou wouldst never wholly 
sunder thee from me.Row then 
may Xnot swear this that thou 
biddest me, and that with all 
joy and trustiness ? 

fpHKB Hrtbur: kady, 
bad X no will to swear 
this oath for thy sake, 
yet with a good will would X 
swear it formy true/love’s sake 
who loveth thee. Yet verily of 
mine own will would X swear it 
joyfully, were it for nought 
else save to pleasure thee, who 
hast done so kindly by me, & 
bath given me back my man¬ 
hood and my love, which else 
X bad miserably lost* 

■ pHKB the wood/wife: Xt 
is well again; join hands 
then, and swear as X have 
bidden you by the love ye bear 
each other, 

so they did, and 
then the wood/wife 
kissed them both and 
said: J^ow do X deem you 
earth’s very children and mine, 
& this desire of yours is good, 
and it shall be done if X may 
bring it about; yet therein the 
valian ce & wisdom of you both 
may well be tried, for this have 
Xfoundout by my messengers 
and others, that your friends 
are alive, all of them; and they 
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part VX.'Cbe 
Days of Ab¬ 
sence 



part VI. Che 
Days of Ab¬ 
sence 


have thought of you in their 
inmost hearts, & bavelongde/ 
termined that they mustneeds 
go seek you if they are to live 
lives happy & worthy, further/ 
more, their quest hath drawn 
them hither to evilshaw (nor 
say X that X have been nothing 
therein), and they are even now 
in the wood. But ye shall know 
that peril encompasses them; 
for they fare but a few, and of 
those few be there two traitors 
who areminded to deliver them 
to the men of the Red Com¬ 
pany, unto whom three women 
as fairas your shed*riends were 
a prize indeed. GIberef ore the 
Red folk are dogging tbem,& 
will fall upon them when they 
find the occasion. But I shall 
see to it that the occasion shall 
be in time and place where they 
shall not be unholpen, ]Sow 
what ye have to do for your 
parts, is to way lay the waylay/ 
ers, and keep watch & ward a~ 
nigh theroad they must needs 
take, and to fall on when need 
is. But this again X shall see 
to, that your onset fail not. 

H dC now ye may say: 
Since thou art mighty, 
why shouldst not thou 
thyself take our friends out of 
the hands of these accursed, 
as thou couldst well do, & we 
to take no part therein ?j®FJV!y 
friends, this might indeed well 
be; but thou, Birdalone, bast 
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told me the whole tale, & how 
that there be wrongs to be for/ 
given which cannot be made 
right, and past kindness to be 
quickened again,^coldness to 
be kindled into love,&estrange/ 
ment into familiar friendship; 
and meseem3 that the sight of 
your bodies and your hands 
made manifest to the eyes of 
them may do somewhat here¬ 
in. Yet if otherwise ye think, 
then so let it be, and go ye back 
to the Rouse under tbedood, 
and in three days' time Xwill 
bring you your friends all safe 
and sound. 

OCCl they both said that 
they would not foraugbt 
that they should have no 
handinthedeliveranceoftbem; 
so the wood/wife said: Come 
witbme,andXsball leadyouto 
the place of your ambush. 

all they went on to/ 
gether, and fared a long 
way west, & toward the 
place where erst they two bad 
f oundHrtbur; and at last, two 
hours befioresunset, they came 
to where was a glade or way be/ 
tween the thickets, which was 
as it were a little beaten by the 
goings of mamfolk. Hnd the 
wood/wife did them to wit, 
that the evil folk aforesaid bad 
so used it and beaten it, that it 
might just look as if folk were 
wont to pass that way, whereas 
it was not very far from their 






chiefest haunt & stronghold. 
H little on the north side of 
this half'blind way, and some 
ten yards through the thicket, 
the ground fell away into a lit/ 
tie dale, the bottom whereof 
was plain & well grassed, and 
watered by a brook. 

jRICRGR the wood/wife 
brought the twain; and 
I when they all stood to¬ 
gether on the brook/side, she 
said to them: Dear friends, 
this is your woodland house 
for this time, & X rede you go 
not forth of it, lest ye happen 
upon any of those evilmen; for 
nought have ye to fear from 
any save them, fiere amidst 
these big stones, which make, 
see ye, as it were a cavern, have 
X stowed victual for you; and 
armour therewithal, because, 
though both of you are in a 
manner armed, yet who know/ 
eth where a shaft drawn at a 
venture may reach. 

B JVD from the said ston es 
she drew forth two very 
fair armours, helm and 
hauberk,& legandarm wards; 
and they were allof green, and 
shone but little, but were fa¬ 
shioned as no smith of man- 
folk could have done the like. 

■ F)XS is thine, Sir Hr- 
thur, said the wood- 
wife, & thou wilt wear 
it like as it were silk; and this 
thine, my child, and thou art 


strong enough to bear such part VI. Che 
light gear, Hnd X charge you Days of Hb~ 
both to do on this gear pres- sence 
ently, nor do it olf till ye have 
achieved the adventure. Hnd 
now this is the lastword: here 
is a horn of oliphant which 
thou shaltwearabout thy neck, 

Birdalone; and if thou be sore 
bestead, or thy heart faileth 
thee, blow in it, yet not before 
the onfall; and then, whether 
thou blow much or little, thou 
shalt be well bolpen. 

■ OSH be not downcast if 
nought befall to /night 
or to/morrow, or even 
the day after; but if the third 
day be tidingless,then at sun/ 
set bum a hair of my head, 

Birdalone, and X will come to 
you, Hnd now farewell! for X 
have yet to do in this matter. 



ITZF) that she kissed 
Birdalone fondly and 
embraced Hrtbur, & 
went her way; and those twain 
abode in the dale, & slept and 
watched by turns, and all was 
tidingless till the morrow's 
dawn; neither was thereaught 
to tell of on that day and the 
night that ended it. 
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Chapter XXXXX. Of the fight 
in the forest and the rescue of 
those friends from the men of 
the Red Com pany,# & 

©RC was grow/ 
3 mg on the dawn 
of the next day, 
& the colours of 
things could be 
seen, when Bird- 


alone, who was holding this 
lastwatch of the night, stood 
still and hearkened, deeming 
that she cou Id hear som e noise 
that was neither the morning 
i wind in thetree/boughsnorthe 
goingof the wild things an ear 
them in the wood* 

[O she did off her helm 
to hear the better, and 
- stood thus a little; then 
, she turned about & stooped 
down to Hrtbur, who was yet 
I sleeping, and put forth a hand 
to rouse him. But or ever she 
touched him, broke forth a 
soundof bigandrough voices 
and laughter, & amidst it two 
shrieks as of women* 

)RCRHR heard it, and 
was on his feet in a 
31 I moment, and helmed, 
and he caught up his bended 
Ibow & cast on the quiver (for 
, Birdalone was already weapon/ 
ed), and without more words 
they went forth swiftly up the 
bank and through the thicket 
'till they were looking on the 
half/bUndway, but under cov/ 


er, & there was nothing before 
them as yet. 

S£=fftReRe CR6Y stayed 
w^iHand hearkened keen- 
ly.Cbere were no more 
shrieks of women, nor heard 
they any weapon clash,butthe 
talking&laugbter of men went 
on;&at lastthey heard a huge 
&grim whoop of many men to/ 
gether; & then thereafter was 
less soundof talking, but came 
the jingle as of arms and har¬ 
ness; andHrthur whispered in 
Birdalone's ear; Stand closet 
they have gotten to horse, and 
will be coming our way. ]Nfock 
an arrowj^Hnd even so did be. 

■ RBReSttCR they heard 
clearly the riding of men, 
and in less than five min/ 
utes' space they saw three big 
weaponedmen riding together, 
clad in red surcoats, and they 
were so nigh that they beard 
the words of their speech. One 
said to the other; Row long 
shall the knigbtboldout, think 
ye?j^Ob, a week maybe, said 
the other JP jVIeseems it was 
scathe that we stayed not a 
while to pine him, said tbefirst 
man jfi?]^ay, said the second, 
we be over/heavy laden with 
bed/gear to tarry^Hnd they 
all laughed thereat, & so went 
on out of bearing. 

CTC then came four on 
together, whereof one, 
a gaunt, oldish man, 


y///u 









was saying: Xt is not so much 
how long we shall be getting 
there, but what shall betide 
when we get there, for this is 
not like lifting a herd of neat, 
whereof sharing is easy; but 
with this naked/skinned, two/ 
legged cattle, which forsooth 
ye can eat & yet have, there may 
well be strife over the sharing. 
Hnd look to it if it hath not 
begun already: wemustneeds 
dismount three of our best 
men that these white/skin- 
n ed bitches forsooth may each 
have a horse to herself, or else 
would they be fighting as to 
which should havea damsel of 
them before him on the saddle: 
curse the fools f 

>Hd6R6D out they 
; who were about him, 
& one young man cast 
ajeer at him the meaning where¬ 
of they might not catch, and 
again they laughed; and that 
deal passedon.Hndnextcame 
a bigger rout, a half score or 
so, & they also laughing and 
leering;butamidstthem,plain 
to see riding a/Straddle, their 
an k les twisted together under 
the horses' bellies, their hands 
bound behind tbem,firstHtra, 
black/clad as erst; then Hurea, 
in agown of wheat/colour; then 
Virtdis, green/clad. Htra rode 
upright, and looking straight 
before her; Hurea hung her 
bead all she might, & her long 



red hair fell about her face; but part Y% Che 
Viridis bad swooned, and was Days of Hb - 
held up in the saddle by one of sence 
the caitiffs on each side of her. 

Xlbey were but littledisarray ed, 
save that some felon bad tom 
the bosom of Viridis' gown, 
and dragged down the cloth 
so that her left shoulder was 
bare. 



RCfitlR look ed, & drew 
| at the caitiff who went a/ 
foot besideHtra,& Bird/ 
alone at him who went by Viri- 
dts, for she wotted whither¬ 
ward Hrtbur's shaft would be 
turned. T^be loose of the two 
bows made but one sound; 
both men fell stark dead, and 
the others huddled together 
a momen t,and then ran toward 
the thicket on either hand, and 
they who ran north, two of 
them sawnotHrtbur, because 
of his green armour, ere they 
felt the death which lay in bis 
sword. Hnd then he brake out 
amidst them, and there were 
three of them on him, yet for 
no long while, whereas their 
weapons bit not on the armour 
of the faery,and bis woodland 
blade sheared leather andring/ 
mail to the flesh and the bone: 
mighty were bis strokes, and 
presently all three were wal¬ 
lowing on the earth. 

*Vej*T therewith the se¬ 
ven who had passed on 
bad turned back & were 
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com con him a/borseback; and 
bard bad it gone with him, de¬ 
spite of bis might and bis va¬ 
lour & the trustiness of fia- 
bundia’s mail. But meanwhile 
Birdalone bad run to Viridis, 
who bad fallen a dead weight 
aside of her horse, and lay half 
banging by the bonds of her 
ankles. Birdalone swiftly cut 
the cords both of her feet and 
her bands, & drew her off her 
horse as best she might, and 
laid her down on the grass; & 
then ran toHrtbur swordaloft, 
just as bis new battle was at 
point to begin. 

?€TC as she ran it came in/ 
to her mind in a twink- 
l ling tbatbersword would 
bebutweak,andtbeborn bung 
about her neck.'Cben she stay / 
ed her feet, and set the bom to 
her Ups and blew; and the oli- 
pbant gave forth a long sing¬ 
ing notewbicb was strange to 
bear. But while it was yet at 
her lips one of the caitiffs was 
upon her, & be cried out: f>ab 
the witch, the accursed green 
witch f and fetched her a great 
stroke from bis saddle, and 
smote her on the helm; and 
though bis sword bit not on 
that good bead/burg, she fell 
to the ground unwitting. 

SBC was not the wood- 
, wife's promise unavail¬ 
ing, for even while the 
voice of the bom was in the air, 
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the way and thickets were alive 
with men/at/arms, green/clad 
as those twain, who straight¬ 
way fell on the caitiffs, & with 
Hrtbur to help, left not one of 
them aliveXben wentsometo 
Viridis,and raised her up, and 
so dealt with her that she came 
to herself again; and the like 
they did by Birdalone, and she 
stood, and looked abou t con¬ 
fusedly, but yet saw this, that 
they bad gotten the victory. 
Some went withal to Hurea, & 
cut her bonds and took her off 
her horse and set her on the 
ground; and she was all bewil/ 
dered,and knewnotwhere she 
was. 

CIC Hrtbur,when he saw 
Birdalone on her feet, 
andunhurt by seeming, 
o Htra, & cut her bonds 
and loosed her, and set her on 
the earth, all without a word, 
& then stood before her shyly. 
Came the colour back into her 
face therewith, & she flushed 
red, for she knew him despite 
his outlandish green war/har¬ 
ness, and she reached out her 
hand to him, & be knelt before 
herand took berband&kissed 
it. But she bent over him till 
her face was anigh his, and he 
lifted up his face and kissed 
bermoutb.Hndsbe drewaback 
a little, but yet looked on him 
earnestly,andsaidXbou hast 
saved my life, not from death 








indeed, but from a loathsome 
bell; X may well thank tbee for 
that* Hnd O, if my than Its 
might be fruitful to tbeefj^F 
Hnd her bosom heaved, & the 
sobs came, & the tears began 
to run down her cheeks. Hnd 
be hung his bead before her. 
Butin a while she left weeping, 
and turned about her face and 
look ed round tbefield of deed; 
and she said: Cttbo is yonder 
slim green warrior who bath 
even now knelt down by Viri- 
dis ? Is it not a woman ?^Hr- 
tbur redden ed: Y^a, said he; it 
is Birdalone jfiF^by love? she 
said^Besaid swiftly: Yea, & 
thy friend, and this time thy 
deliverer So it is, she said. 
Xt is five years since X beheld 
her. ]My heart yearns for her; X 
shall rejoiceat the meeting of 
us. 

B BS was silent, and be 
also a while; then she 
said: But why tarry we 
here in idle talk when he is yet 
bound,and in torment of body 
and soul; he the valiant, & the 
kind & the dear brother ?Come, 
tarry for no question ^Hnd 
she stepped out swiftly along 
the green road going west¬ 
ward, and Hrtbur beside her; 
and as they went by Viridis, 
lot Hurea had wandered unto 
them, and now was Birdalone 
unhelmed and kissing & com/ 
forting her. Chen cried out 
V< 


Htra: Keep up thine heart, Vi¬ 
ridis f for now we go to fetch 
tbee thy man safe and sound. 
O they went but a little 
way on the green road ere 
they came to Sir Bugb 
bound bard and fast to a tree- 
bole, and he naked in his shirt, 
& bard by lay the bodies of two 
stout carles with their throats 
cut; for these honest men and 
the two felons who bad betray/ 
ed them were all the following 
wherewith the Green Knight 
bad entered Gvilsbaw. Hnd as 
it fell, the traitors bad been set 
towatcb while tbeotbers slept; 
and sleeping the caitiffs found 
them, & slew the said men/at/ 
arms at once, but bound Hugh 
to a tree that be might be the 
longeravdying; since none look/ 
ed for any but their own folk 
to pass by that way. HU this 
they beardaf terwards of Bugb. 
CXC now the said Bugb 
beard men going, & he 
opened his eyes, & saw 
Htra and a man/at/arms with 
her; & he cried out: Bah, what 
is this now, sister? a rescue? 
jfiFYta, she said, & look thou 
on the face of the rescuer; and 
there is another bard by, and 
she is a woman. 

Beaem^B was Hr¬ 
tbur on him and cutting 
his bonds, and when he 
was loose they fell into each 
other's arms, & Bugh spake: 
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Jfow then at last doth Ufc be¬ 
gin for me as X willed itl Hnd 
bast thou my sweet sbe/fellow, 
Birdalone, with tbee? 
said Hrtbur JP Row good is 
tbatl said fiugb. Hnd yet, if 
it might but be that Baudoin 
were yet alive for us to seek f 
jdpCben be laughed and said: 
Cbese be but sorry garments 
wherewith to wend along with 
dear and fair ladies, brother! 
^JNay, said Hrtbur, that may 
soon be amended, for yonder, 
where sword met sword, lietb 
raiment abundantly on the 
grassj^fie on it! said Rugb, 
laughing; shall X do on me the 
raiment of those lousy trai¬ 
tors ?]^otX, by tberoodf Chou 
must seek further for my ar¬ 
ray, dear ladl 0 So they all 
laughed, & were glad to laugh 
together. But Htra said: Xt is 
easier even than that, fbr thine 
own fair garm en ts & weapons 
shall we find if we seek them. 
Sooth to say there was none 
left to bear them off, save it 
were this man,or Bir dalone bis 
mate. 

(X'CR that word she 
looked kindly on Hr- 
1 tbur, and again they 
laughed all three; though for¬ 
sooth they were well/nigh 
weeping/ripe; one for joy, and 
that was Rugb; one for me¬ 
mory of tbedays gone by; and 
one for the bitterness of love 




that should never be reward¬ 
ed; albeit dear even unto her 
was the meeting of friends & 
the glory of forgiveness and 
the end of enmity. 

Chapter XXXXXX.Viridistel- 
3 leth theCale of their Seeking. 

OKU came they 
back to where 
were the three 
otbers.&Viridis 
was quite come 
to herself & ran 
to meet her man, and he took 
her in bis arms & caressed her 
sweetly; and then he turned to 
Birdalon e,«& spared no sign of 
friendly love to her; & Hrtbur, 
for bis part, did so much for 
Hurca&VmdisjS?J s ro longtale 
there was between them for 
that while, fbr theywould busk 
them to begone. But first they 
dugagravefortbose two poor 
men who had been slain by the 
felons, and prayed for them. 
Hs fbr the caitiffs who lay slain 
there, one score & twoof them, 
they left them for the wolves 
to devour, & the tearing of the 
kites and crows; nor meddled 
they with any of their gear or 
weapons^But they speedily 
found Hugh's raiment, and 
bis pouch, wherein was money 
good store; & they fbundalso 
rings and ouches and girdles, 
which bad been torn from the 
damsels in the first rage of 
their taking. 










?IRSTZ though, when 
they bad gathered to¬ 
gether such horses as 
they needed, & (et the rest run 
wild, Birdalone brought her 
she/friendsdown into the dale, 
& did them to bathe in a pool 
of the stream, & tended them 
as if she were their tire/woman, 
so that they were mightily re¬ 
freshed? & she made garlands 
for them of the woodlandflow/ 
ers, as eglantine and honey¬ 
suckle; & herself, she bathed 
her, and did not on her battle- 
gear again, but clad her body in 
her woman's array* “Chen she 
brought forthvictual and wine 
from Rabundia’s store, & set 
it out on the stream/side; and 
thereafter shewen t up the bent 
to the green way and fetched 
down Rugb and Hrtbur, and 
brought them to the ladies, & 
bade them note how trim and 
lovely they were gotten again, 
& again it could scarce be but 
that hisses and caresses were 
toward; and in all content and 
love they tooh their breakfast, 
though bitter/sweet unto Htra 
had been the holding of her 
hand by Hrtbur and the kiss¬ 
ing of her cheek, albeit not for 
worlds bad she foregone it. 

H O there they abode merri/ 
ly for some three hours, 
whereas the day was yet 
young; and they asked & told 
each other much, so that the 
yz 


whole tale, both of the seekers part VI. Che 
from the world & of the seek/ Days of Hb- 
ers from the water/side, came sence 
out little by little^ ]Now of the 
last ye have heard what there is 
to tell, but for the others Viri- 
dis took up the tale, as erst she 
did with the dealings of the 
Knights of the Quest in the 
Isle of Increase Unsought; & 
it seemed by her tale tbatfiugb 
& the ladies, though they were 
living happily and prosper¬ 
ously in the land of the Green 
fountains, wherein Rughbad 
wealth enow, yet the thought 
botbofHrtbur&of Birdalone 
would not out of their minds, 

&often it was that they thought 
of them, not as friends think 
of friends of whom they are 
content to know that they are 
yet alive & most/like thriving, 
butas friends think of friends 
whose absence cuts a shard 
out of their lives, so that they 
long to see them day by day. 

^therefore it came to this at 
last, after much talk hereof, 
that Rugb left bis posses¬ 
sions and his children (for be 
had two women/bairns born 
of Viridis) In the keeping of 
trusty folk, and took with him 
Viridis his wife, & Hurea and 
Htra, and they set out to seek 
those twain the world over till 
they should find them, Hnd 
first by the rede of Htra they 
fared to Greenford, and there 
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tarried a month, and sought 
tidings of many, and heard a 
word here&there whereby they 
deemed that Birdalone had 
passed therethrough sometit/ 
tie time before. So they went 
thence to the Castle of the 
Quest, and found it in such 
plight as ye have heard, and it 
wen t sore to their hearts to be/ 
hold it and to be there ^But 
therewithal they happed upon 
Leonard the priest, and be was 
rejoiced beyond measure to see 
them, and told them all that ye 
have heard concerning Birda- 
tone's coming thither and de¬ 
parting thence he told them 

therewith about those baunt- 
ings and sendings in the hall 
of the castle, & that they came 
to an end the very day that 
Birdalone departed thence in 
the Sending Boat. Y^t for the 
last three days there had been 
visions tbereinjbutbeingques/ 
tionedhe was loth to tell there/ 
of, so they forbore him awhile. 
HMCthese tidings they were 
sore moved, & they talk - 
M&sVc the matter over be¬ 
twixt themselves <& Leonard 
also was in their redes),& they 
must needs deem that either 
Birdalone was cast away, or 
that she had come to her old 
dwelling, the Rouse under the 
Stood, & belike had fallen into 
the hands of the witch once 
more, & thereat were they sore 
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downcast; & yet somewhat it 
was, that they had heard sure 
tidings of her; though mean¬ 
while of Hrthur had they heard 
nought. 



RTLeCRBY talked 
this over, Htra, who 
had been somewhat 
silent, spake&said: here are we 
brought to a stop with thefirst 
tidings which we have heard, 
whereas we know no manner 
of wending the Great Slater. 
*Chis seemeth evil, but let us 
not be cast down, or die rede- 
less. Ye have heard of what 
sayeth Sir Leonard of these 
hauntings in the hall,and how 
that they havecome back again, 
wherefore why should we not 
sleep in the hall this night, 
those of us at least who have 
notsomuch fearasnot tonote 
them well, to see if wemay draw 
any avail from them ? Row say 
ye? for my part X will try the 
adventure, whatever may com e 
of it. 


B O SI they all yeasaid it, 
thoughHurea was some/ 
what timorous, albeit 
she would not be parted from 
the othersjso when night came 
there they made their beds and 
lay down; & the end of it was, 
that a little before midnight 
Htra waked the others, and did 
them to wit that by her deem¬ 
ing something was toward; & 
presently they were all four as 





■wide awake ae ever they were 
tn their lives; andn ext,without 
any sound that was strange, 
there came the image of a wo¬ 
man on to thedais,c(ad in green 
like to an huntress of ancient 
days, her feet sandalled, her 
skirts gathered up into her 
girdle, so that her legs were 
naked; she had a quiver at her 
hack, and a great bow in her 
hand. 

OSl to all of them save 
Htra this appearance 
seemed to be the image 
of Birdalone; but she told her 
fellowsaf terwards, that to her 
it seemed not to be altogeth¬ 
er Birdalone, but rather some 
other one most like unto her, 
as it were her twin/sister. 

HZeO the image kind¬ 
ly and sweetly on them, 
so that they beheld it 
without fear; and it seemed to 
them that it gave forth speech; 
yetnotsomuch that the sound 
of words was in the air about 
and smote their ears, as that 
the sense of words reached the 
minds of them. Hnd this was 
the taleof it: who are seek* 

ing the lost, have done well to 
come hither, and now shall ye 
do well to wend the straigbt- 
est way to the dwelling of the 
wild/wood, and that is by way 
of the western verge of Bvil- 
shaw the forest. Green ford is 
on the way.Cdayleadersye shall 




get; be wise, yet not prudent, part VI. "Che 
and take them, though they be Days of fib- 
evil.&your luck may well avail, sence 
IgSpfieReaircR the image 
vanished away as it had 
isigil come, and Leonard, who 
with the others took the ap¬ 
pearance for an image of Bird/ 
alone, said that it was such as 
he had seen it the three last 
days. So they lay not down a- 
gain, but departed for Green - 
ford without tarrying, & rode 
theotherendoftbeshortmght 
through tillthey cam e toGreem 
ford. But Leonard would not 
with them; and fiugb behight 
him, if be lived and did well, 
to come back somehow to the 
Castle of the Quest,and sore/ 
doit that it should be no long/ 
er desolate. 

JO to Greenford they 
came, and spared not 
- to do folk to wit that 



they would ride a pilgrimage 
in Gvilshaw, and were fain of 
way leaders; & there they dwelt 
a day or two, and many would 
let them of that journey,which, 
said they, was rather deadly 
than perilous only. But on the 
third day came to Sir fjugb 
two stout carles well weapon- 
ed, who said that they knew 
well all the ways that led to 
Bvilshaw, and the ways that 
went therethrough, and they 
offered themselves fora wage 
to Sir fiugbjSPHVow these said 
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carles were not over fair of fa¬ 
vour, butseemedsomewbatof 
ribalds, nor would Sir Rugb 
have taken them to service in 
bis bouse at home; but be call/ 
ed to mind that it were more 
prudence than wisdom to spoil 
bis journey and lose the occa¬ 
sion of finding bis dear friends 
for the hasty judgment of a 
man's face and demeanour, 
wberefbre be waged these two 
men, and they set out for the 
western edges of Svilsbaw. 

towns & thorps 
they passed through, 
'and everywhere, when 
men knew whither they were 
bound,they letted them all they 
might in words; but little heed 
they paid thereto,whereas they 
were all fixed in their rede that 
nought was to be done save 
the finding of their friends, & 
that their life/days were spoil/ 
ed if they found them not,Hnd 
moreover, each one of them, 
but especially Htra & Vtridis, 
bad dreams of the night from 
time to time,wherein they seem# 
ed to see the green/clad wom¬ 
an, were she Btrdalone or an¬ 
other, beckoning and bidding 
them to enter tbeCdoodof 6vil/ 
shaw. 

to those two way- 
leaders withal,wbetb/ 
er it were that they got 
used to their faces,or that their 
ways & manners were nought 
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uncourteous or fierce, they 
doubted them less and less 
as time wore; all save Viridis, 
whose flesh crept when they 
drew anigh her, as will betide 
one who comes across an evil- 
lookingcreeping thing. Hs for 
Htra, she now began to heed 
little the things about her, as 
if her heart were wholly set on 
the end of the journey. 
lg||£3CrC now at las t were they 

vllm com 680 bad 

(s^Slno choice but to use the 
said way leaders, for they were 
gotten to the edge of Bvilsbaw, 
So they entered it, & those two 
led them by half/blind ways & 
paths amongst the thickets, 
and fumbled never with the 
road. 

XT'S days they went 
thus, and on the fifth 
evening they lay down 
to sleep in the wood, & it was 
the turn of those two hirelings 
to keep watchand ward, & they 
woke not the next mom save 
with the hands of the Red f e/ 
Ions at their throats, so that 
f>ugb was bound, and bis two 
trustymen who came with him 
from the Green fountains 
were stain beforeastrokemight 
be struck. 

IRIS was the end of Viri - 
I dis' tale, save that she 
I told bow that it was she 
that bad uttered those two 
shrieks which Hrthur & Bird- 









alone had heard from the thick/ 
et; and that she had so done 
when the two false waylead- 
ers laid hold of her to drag her 
away from Herman, who stood 
there before her bound to a 
tree that be might perish there, 
whereon the two caitiffs bad 
smitten her into unwit that 
they might have nomore of her 
cries, 

H Oftd when all this bad 
been told, and they bad 
abidedawhile in the fair 
little dale, and had said many 
hind endearing words of friend/ 
ship, they wen t up on the green 
way again, and took what of 
the horses they needed and 
trussed their goods thereon 
(«& Birdalone would not leave 
that brave armour which Ra- 


bundia had given her),and they 
digbt others for their home- 
riding, & the rest they turned 
loose into the woods, and so 
rode their ways, Birdalone go¬ 
ing ever with Htra, andflrtbur 
by Hurea; but Viridis must 
needs have Rugb within reach 
of her hand all the way* 

OOD speed they made, 
so that ere tbenight bad 
fallen on them, though 
the sun was set, they bad come 
to the Rouse under the Cttood; 
and there again was joy & won/ 
deringof the new/comers, and 
merry feasting on such sim¬ 
ple victuals as were there, and 
good/nigbtandrest in all con¬ 
tentment in the bouse where 
erst had Birdalone tholed so 
many griefs and fears. 


Here ends the Sixth part of the Slater of the Slon- 
drousIsles, which is called tlhe Days of Hbsence, and 
begins the Seventh part, which is called “Che Days of 
Returning^/?* 



Part Vt The 
Days of Hb- 
sence 


V4 


327 



crb gihcbr of crb caoNDaoas tsi.es 

crb sbygncr pH RB: CRB dhys Of RBcaRjsrx^G. I] 

Chapter X. Sir Rugh asketb thee what is in thy mind as toll' 
Birdalone where she would abiding here or going elsewht~|p 
have the Hbode of their f el- tber* for now that we be comerf 
lowship to be & & together again, not for all the LI 

B kingdom s of the world would If 

we sunder again; & above all, & 
none of us would leave thee, 

O my sister* But if thou 
come with me to our land un¬ 
der tbeGreen]Mountains,there 5 
is for thee a pleasant place & * 
a fairdwelling, & honour from (* 
all folk, and our love that shall r r 
never leave thee; and I, & 
tbur my brother, we shall win 
fame together amongst the ib 
knighthood, & thou shalt be rj 
proud & glad both of him and I 
CRB NBXCX>HY,CRBY of me* ^ 

arose and were glad, & it was E|g||lRS said: Hnd if X may } 
to them as if the sun of the 11*88) not go with thee thith/ f 
early summer bad arisen for ffiHiisrer, what other way is 
nought save to shine on their there to escape the sundering? j 
happy dayjgFHnd they went a/ ^SaidRugb: This, that thou % 
bout from place to place where/ choose in the world what land j 
as tidings bad befallen Bird- liketbtbeeforadwelUng/place, 1 
alone; & she served them one and we will go with thee and \) 
& alias if she were their hand/ leave thee never, & thou shalt r 
maid, and they loved her and be our ladyand queen jj?Cben A 
caressed her, and hadbeen fain he laughed and said: Yet, our 
to do all her will did they but lady,! have left behind meun- 
know it* der the Green JMountains cer- l 

B ff this wise wore day af- tain things wbicbXlove,as two V 
ter day till 7une began fairwomen/chtldren,&asquire ^ 
to wane, and then on a or two whose fathers served 3 
time came Rugb unto Birda- my fathers, & whose children 4 
lone, and spake unto her and X would should serve my cbtl- fc 
said: Hll we have been talking dren*Hnd moreoverXbaveleft , 
together, and X am sent to ask there certain matters of avail, s 





























my wealth & livelihood to wit, 
milt thou begrudge it if Xmust 
needs go fetch these, & bring 
them to the land where thou 
dwellest, through whatever 
peril we may have to face? 
pjgjeHR HRC thou, she 
J said, & my very friend, 
Wa but tell me: bow sorry 
wouldst thou be to leave thine 
own land and follow after me 
for the sake of one who is nei¬ 
ther thine own true lovenorof 
thy kindred ?j^ Said be: JNot 
so sorry that! should grudge 
against thee thereafter, JMore/ 
over if that much of sorrow 
came to me, X should deem it 
notilt, lestXgrowsoover/bap- 
py that the luck rise up against 
me and undo me, 

hC said, smiling on him 
kindly: JMeseems that X 
am over/happy, whereas 
Xhave such dear cherishing of 
noble friends. But now X will 
tell thee all, & maybe thou wilt 
love me the less for the telling. 
Xn these woods here, and lady 
& mistress of them, dwelletb 
one who is not of the race of 
Hdam. Hnd she helped & cber/ 
ished me and gave me wisdom 
when X was torm en ted and ac¬ 
cursed, & sbeit was who saved 
me from the evil witch, & gave 
me the good bap to meet your 
loves and to fetch you to their 
helping; & twice bath shesaved 
me from mortal peril other¬ 
wise. Hnd she bath found me 
my love, thy brother Hrtbur, 



and delivered him from unwit 
and wanbope; & she it is who 
drew all you hither unto us, & 
who delivered you from the fe/ 
Ions who had mastered you. 
HndXbave sworn unto her that 
X would never wholly sunder 
me from her; and bow shall X 
break mine oath & grieve her, 
even had X the will thereto, as 
God wot X have not? j®PHnd 
she wept therewith. 


H ere RCIGfj kissed her 
and said: Birdalone,my 
dear, why weepest thou ? 
Didst thou not bear my word, 
that thy people should be my 
people, and thy land my land, 
and that whither thou goest 
X will go ? Dost thou not trow 
me then ?Orbowdeemesttbou 
X may tear thy friend Viridis 
from thee, when she bath Just 
found thee? But tell me, hast 
thou in thy m ind any dwelling/ 
place other than this ? 

S 6H, she said: X may not 
depart very far from 
this forest of Bvilsbaw 
lest X grieve my wisdom/mo- 
tber overmuch. But if one go 
westward through the wood, 
he shall happen at last, when 
be cometh forth of it,on agood 
town bight dtterbay, which 
lieth on the very edge thereof. 
Chere was X bom, and there 
also X look to find three dear & 
trusty friends to whom X owe 
return of tbeirmucb kindness. 
Xt is anoble town in a pleasant 
land, and tbouandmy lordHr/ 
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thur may well win both honour 
andworsbip & lordship there, 
HndwbollyXtrustintbyword 
that thou wilt not grudge a- 
gainst me for dragging thee 
thither. 

^BBResUCB she gave 
him her hand, smiling on 
Mbim, though there was 
yet trouble in her face. But be 
took the hand and held it, and 
laughed merrily and said: Lo 
nowt bow good it is for friends 
to take counsel togetherf<Elbat 
better may we do than go with 
thee thither? Hnd bow greatly 
will Viridis rejoice when she 
bearetb of this. J^ow will X go 
and tell her and the others. 
jOtben,dear lad,shesaid; 
but as to the matter of 
thy fetching thy chil¬ 
dren & livelihood hither, that 
may be not so bard nor so per/ 
tlous as tbou deemest; & thou 
shalt go about itwbenso thou 
wilt,and the sooner the better, 
and we shall abide thee here as 
long as need may bejfi?Hnd 
therewith he went his ways to 
tell Viridis and the others of 
this rede which they bad come 
to between them. 



Chapter XX. Birdalone taketb 
Counsel with her 3Hood/mo- 
tber concerning the matter of 
Sir Bugb^^Js 

jjj JNf that same day 
went Birdalone 
to the Oak of 
Crystand called 
berwood/motb/ 
ertoher,andshe 


came glad and smiling, & kiss' 
ed & embraced Birdalon e, and 
said unto her: TSfowX see that 
tbou art well con ten t with this 
last matter X have done for 
thee, whereas thou art come to 
crave anew gift of mejfi? Bow 
I knowest tbou that? said Bird/ 
alone, laughing J2 Said Ba- 
bundia: Slouldst tbou have 
come to me so soon otherwise 
from outofall that happiness? 
jt? X have come to tell thee of 
my rede, said Birdalone, & to 
ask thee if thou art likerni inded 
with me thereon 0 Said the 
wood/wife: Hnd what is thy 
rede, my child ? CClood/mo- 
tber, said Birdalone, we deem 
that it were good for us all to 
1 go down into dtterbay where 
X was bom, and to take up our 
abode therein. 

H HXD the wood/wife:'Chis 
rede X praise,and even so 
would X have counselled 
i you to do; but X abided to see 
if it should come from out of 
1 thy breast, and now even so it 
bath done; wbereforeXunder- 













stand thy wisdom & rejoice in 
thee* Hnd now crave thy boon* 
my child, and thou shalt have 
it without fail* 

S BH,saidBirdalone,that 
will X, and the more that 
it is a simple one & easy 
for thee to do* Chou knowest 
that Hugh the Green Knight 
hath eomewitbmy she/f riends 
seeking us all the way from 
under the Green JVlountains, 
and be hath left there goods 
that he needs must have and 
folk whom be loves; and now 
he would go back thither, and 
fetch all that away hither, and 
see to his matters as soon as 
may be* HndX would have thee 
counsel us what to do, whether 
to buildabarque, as perchance 
we may get it done, and sail 
the lake therein to the Castle 
of the Quest or thereabout, & 
thence to ride to his land; or 
else to take thy guidance & safe/ 
conduct through the wood, & 
to bring bis folk back the same 



way* 

HID the wood/wife: Hs 
to the way by water, X 
may help you little there/ 
in, and meseemetb that way be 
many traps and wiles & many 
perils. Glberef ore X bid you try 
it not,but let the Green Knight 
come up hither to this tree to/ 
morrow beforenoon,all horsed 
andarmedand arrayed,&tbere 
shall he And three men armed 


in green gear, horsed well, and part VXX. 
leading two sumpter/beasts Che Days of 
with them; and they shall be Returning 
his until he giveth them back 
unto me. But if be doubtetb 
any thing betwixt the wood's 
end & under the Green foun¬ 
tains, let him wage what folk 
he will besides, fbr these my 
men will have money enough 
of bis with them. But by no 
means let him send tbemaway 
till he bath don e with the wood 
altogether, both betwixt here 
and the western dwelt/land, & 
here and Utterbay, save thou 
be with him* But while these 
be with him, both be & wbatso/ 
ever money he bringetb shall 
be sure from all peril whiles 
they be in the wood, f ow, my 
child, was not this the boon 
thou earnest up hither to ask 
of me? 

S BH verily, said Birda- 
lone; yet also X came up 
hither to praise thee & 
thank thee & love tbeejffPflnd 
she threw herself into Babun- 
dia's arms and kissed and ca¬ 
ressed her, and Dabundia her 
in like wise. 

jjjg|||f§TpHKe the wood/wife: 

( (fewjK j Chou art the beloved 
child of my wisdom; & 
now X see of thee that thou wilt 
befaitbfulandtrueand loving 
unto me unto the end. Hnd X 
think X can see that thou and 
thy man shall do welland bap- 
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pily in dtterbay; & the Green 
Knight alsofi thy sbe/friends. 
Hnd whatsoever thou wilt of 
me that X may do for thee or 
thy friends, ash it freely, and 
freely shalt thou have it. But 
this X will bid thee, that the 
while the Green Knight shall 
be gon eabout bis matter, thou 
shalt come hither tome of ten; 
& thy friends also thou shalt 
bring to me, that X may see 
them and tath to them & love 
tbem.Hnd specially shalt thou 
bidHtrauntome;formeseems 
she is so wise already that X 
may learn her more wisdom, & 
put that into her heart which 
may solace her and mahe her 
to cease from fretting her own 
heart, & from grief & longing 
over/mueb. Hnd X were fain to 
reward her in that she bath for/ 
borne to grudge against thee 
and to bear thee enmity, fori 
know, my child, not from mine 
own heart, but from the wis¬ 
dom X have learned, bow hard/ 
ly the children of Hdam may 
bear to have that which they 
love taken away from them by 
another, even if they them¬ 
selves might in the long last 
have wearied of it and cast it 
away their own selves.Gonow, 
my child, and do thy friend to 
wit what X will do for him, 

B RGRBGIX'Cfi they part/ 
ed, and Birdalone fared 
home to the house, and 


found the fellowship of them 
all sitting by the brook/side, 
& talking sweetly together in 
all joy and hope of wbat their 
life should be in the new land 
whereto Birdalone would lead 
them. Straightway then she 
told them of bugb & bis jour/ 
ney, and howwell he should be 
guarded in the wood both com/ 
ing<& going. Hnd they thought 
that right good,& they thank/ 
ed her & praised her, and took 
her into their talk, and she sat 
down by them happily. 
Chapter XXX* Of the journey¬ 
ing through tbeforest of Bvil/ 
shaw unto the town of tltter- 

JH the morrow in 
due time Birda¬ 
lone, goingafoot, 
led Sir F>ugb,al(/ 
armed and hors¬ 
ed, to the Oak of 
here they found 
the three men/at/arms, well- 
weaponed and in green weed, 
abiding them. Cbey did obei/ 
sance to Sir Rugb,&be greeted 
them, and then without more 
ado he kissed Birdalone and 
went his ways with bis way- 
leaders, but Birdalone turned 
back to the bouse&ber friends. 

■ exc DHY Birdalone 
brought her three sbe- 
friends unto theCryst/ 
ing Oak, and showed them to 
the wood/motber, andshe was 







kind and soft with them; and 
both Hurea and V'iridis were 
shy with ber,&as if they feared 
her, but Htra was frank & free, 
and spake boldly. Hnd there¬ 
after when Birdalone went to 
meet her wood/mother, Htra 
would go with her If she were 
asked, and at last would go a- 
lone, when she found that fia/ 
bundia was fain of her coming, 
so that there were not many 
days when theymetnot;&the 
wood/wif e fell to learning her 
the lore of the earth, as she bad 
don eaforetime witbBirdalone; 
andHtra waxed ruddier & iner/ 
rier of countenance, whereof 
was Btrdalone right glad, and 
Hrtbur yet more glad, and the 
others well content. 

H O wore the time till Rugh 
had been gone for twenty 
and three days, & as they 
walked the meadows anigh the 
house about undem, they saw 
a knight riding down the bent 
toward them, and presently 
they knew him for Rugh, and 
turned and hastened to meet 
him, so that be was straight¬ 
way amidst tbem,andon foot. 
Dear then were the greetings 
and caresses betwixt them, & 
when it was over, & Btrdalone 
had ledaway his horse & dight 
it for him, and bad gotten him 
victuals and drink, & they were 
all sitting on the grass toge¬ 
ther, be told them bow he bad 


fared. Re had doneall bis mat/ part VII. 
ters tn the Land under the the Days of 
©reen]VIountains,&bad fftven Returning 
over his lands and houses to a 
man of bis lineage, bis cousin, 
a good knight, and bad taken 
from him of gold and goods 
wbatbewould^Cben be bad 
taken his two bairns and their 
nurse, &an otdsquire&fiveser# 
geants,whereof onewas bis fos/ 
ter/brotber,and the others men 
somewhat stricken in years, & 
bad departed with them. Sitb/ 
ence be bad come bis ways to 
©reenford, and had held talk 
therein with the prior of a great 
and fair house of Black Can¬ 
ons, & bad given him no little 
wealth wherewith to re/do the 
Castle of the Quest what was 
needed, and for livelihood of 
four canons to dwell there, and 
Leonard to be their prior, that 
there they mightrem emberSir 
Baudoin their dear friend daily 
in the office,and do good unto 
bis soul. Sitbence be bad rid¬ 
den to the Castle of the Quest 
with the said prior of St.Hus/ 
tin of ©reenford,& bad found 
Leonard, and had settled all 
the business how it was to be 
done jfiFCbereaf ter he bad re¬ 
turned to Green fbrd,& gather# 
ed bis folk, and got him gone, 
under the guidanceof Rabun- 
dia’s folk, by castles & thorps 
and towns the nearest way to 
the edge of Gvilsbaw. Hnd 
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they bad come to the forest, 
and ridden it six days without 
mishap; and when they bad 
come to tbeOak of Cryst once 
more, the way leaders said that 
it were well if all they together 
tarried not much longer in the 
forest; wherefore they bad 
brought them to a fair wood- 
lawn, & there they encamped, 
& were there as now, Hnd, said 
Hugh, there are they abiding 
me, and it is in my mind that 
this very eve we go, all of us, 
and meet them there, if ye may 
truss y our goods in that while; 
butas tovictuals,wehaveplen/ 
ty, & it needetb not. Hnd then 
to/morrow shall we wend our 
way as straight as may be to¬ 
ward the good town of Gt- 
terbay. 

B LL CHGY yeasaid it, 
though in her heart may/ 
be Birdalone bad been 
fain of abiding a little longer 
in her own land; but she spake 
no word thereof* Hnd they all 
set to work to the trussing up 
of their goods, & then turned 
their backs on the Great Sla¬ 
ter, & came up into the wood¬ 
land, and so to the camp in the 
wood/lawn. Hnd there had Vi~ 
ridis a joy f u l m eeting with her 
babes, and she gladdened the 
hearts of Sir Hugh's men/at/ 
arms by her kind greeting; and 
they rejoiced in meetingHurea 
andHtra again,and they won- 
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dered at Birdalone & her beau¬ 
ty, and their hearts wen tout to 
her, both the old m en's and the 
young ones'. But Habundia's 
men looked on it all like images 
of wa rriors. 

UppfiGRe then they feasted 
SHH merrily that evening. But 
when the morrow was 
cometbey were speedily on the 
way towardCttterbay; and the 
wayleaders guided them so 
well and wisely, that by noon 
of the fifth day they were come 
forth of the wood & on to the 
bent that looked down upon the 
town of Gtterbay.'Cbere turn/ 
ed to Hugh the three way/lead/ 
ers, and spake: Lord,we have 
done thee the service which we 
were bidden; if thou bast no 
further need of us,give us leave. 
^HID Hugh: Leave ye 
have, & 1 shall give you 
■a great reward ere ye 
go Said the chief of them: 
JNay, lord, no reward may we 
take, save a token from thee 
that thou art content with us. 
j(§?SIbat token shallit be? said 
Hugbj^Quotb thewayleader: 
Chat each of us hiss the Lady 
Birdalone on the mouth, for 
she it is that is verily our mis¬ 
tress under our greatmis tress. 
^HGGHGD Hugh there/ 
| at,but the men laughed 
! not; then spake Hugh: 
Cbis must beat the lady's own 
willjgFGven so, said they. 


a 






RGN RCC0R brought 
Birdatonc thither fit told 
her what was toward, fii 
she consented to the hiss with 
a good will, an d said to each of 
the men after they had hissed 
her: herewith goeth my love to 
the mistress and queen of the 
woods; doye bear the same urn 
to berj^Hnd thereafter those 
way leaders fared bach into the 
woods. 

OCd they gather them¬ 
selves together and go 
down toward Utterbay, 
and mahe a brave show, what 
with the sumpter/horses, and 
the goodly array of the four 
ladies, and the glittering war- 
gear of the men/at/arms; and 
Sir Hugh and Sir Hrthur dis¬ 
played their pennons as they 
went. 





IX this saw the warders 
, on the wall of Cltterhay; 
& they told the captain 
of the porte, and he came up on 
to the wall,and aman with him; 
and when he saw this bright 
company coming forth from 
the wood, he bade men to him, 
two score of tbem,all weapon - 
ed, and be did on bis armour, 
fit rode out/a/gates with them 
to meet those new/comers; fit 
this be did, not because he did 
not see them to be but few, but 
because they came forth out of 
Gvilshaw, and then doubted if 
they were trustworthy. 



30 be met them two bow - 
shots from the gate, and 
rode forward till be was 
close to the wayfarers; and 
when be beheld the loveliness 
of the women, fit especially of 
Sirdalone, who wore that day 
the gleaming/glittering gown 
whtchRabundia had given her, 
be was abashed, fit deemed yet 
more that be bad to do with 
folk of the faery. Bu t be spake 
courteously, and said,turning 
to Rugb, who rode the fore¬ 
most: fairsir,wouldyetellun/ 
to the man whose business it 
is to safeguard the good town 
of Cltterhay what folk ye be, 
and on what errand ye ride, and 
bow it is that ye come forth 
from Gvilsbaw safe, in good 
case,with pennons displayed, 
as if the said wood were your 
very own livelihood ? for,sooth 
to say, hitherto we have found 
this, that all men dread Gvil- 
sbaw, & none will enter it un¬ 
compelled. 


B neaecro answered 
Rugb:IbigbtSirFnigb 
the Green Knight, and 
am come from under the Green 
fountain; and this is Sir Hr- 
tbur, called the Black Squire, 
but a knight be is verily, andof 
great kindred fit a warrior most 
doughty. Hnd be hath been 
captain of the good town of 
Green ford west away through 
the wood yonder a long way, 
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and hath done the town and 
the frank thereof mickle good 
service in scattering&destroy/ 
ing the evil companies of the 
Red fiold, which hold we took 
by force of arms from the fe¬ 
lons who held it for the tor- 
ment& plague of the country/ 
side* 



0?U as to our errand* we 
be minded to dwell in 
your good town of Clt- 
terbay, and take our part with 
your folk* and we have wealth 
enow thereto, so as to be be¬ 
holden to none; and as time 
goes on we may serve you in 
divers wise* & not least in this 
maybe* that with a good will 
we shall draw sword for your 
peace & the freedom of them 
of Cltterbay, 

CRG captain 
IfMSK heard these words, 
he made obeisance to 
Sir f)ugh*and said; fair sir* 
though we be here a long way 
from Green ford* yet have we 
heard some tale of the deeds 
of you* & surely the porte and 
all the folk shall be fain of your 
coming.'Yet X pray thee be not 
wrath; for there is a custom of 
the good town* that none may 
enter its gates coming from 
outof this f orest of Gvilsbaw* 
save he leave some pledge or 
cau tton with me.be it his wealth* 
or the body of some friend or 
fellow* or, if nought else, his 
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very own body, therefore if 
thou* Sir Green Knight* wilt 
but give us some sure pledge* 
then will X turn about and ride 
with you back and through the 
gate into Cltterhay; & doubt¬ 
less, when themayor hath seen 
you and spoken with you* the 
said pledge shall be rendered 
to you again. 

B RG Hugh might an¬ 
swer* came Birdalone 
forth & said; Sir cap¬ 
tain* if X* who am the lady of 
the Slack Squire here, be hos¬ 
tage good enough* then take 
me* and if need be, chain me to 
make surer of mejfi?Hnd she 
drewnear unto him smiling* & 
heldoutherhandsasifforthe 
manacles. 

}CTC when the captain saw 
her thus* all the blood 
tstirred in bis body for 
joy of her beauty* & be might 
but just sit bis horse for bis 
wonder & longing; but he said; 
'Che saints forbid it*lady*that 
X should do thee any hurt or 
displeasure* or aught save the 
most worship X may. But thy 
hostage X will take, Sir Knight, 
if thou be content to yield her* 
whereas in an hour belike she 
shall be free again. Hnd now 
fare we all gateward again. 

SO then they all rode on 
1 together, Birdalone by 
I the captain's left hand; 
& as they passed by the poor 










houses without the wall, she 
looked and saw the one which 
had been her mother’s dwell¬ 
ing, so oft and so closely had 
she told her all about it. 

RCIS then they entered 
Utterbay, and the cap/ 
tain led them straight 
to themote/house whereas the 
mayor and the porte were sit¬ 
ting; and much people follow/ 
ed them through the streets, 
wondering at them, and prais/ 
tng the loveliness of the wo¬ 
men, and the frank and gallant 
bearing of the men/at/arms. 

B O they lighted down at 
the mote/house fit were 
brought to the mayor, 
and when he had spoken them 
but a little, and had come to 
himself again from the fear 
and abashment that he had of 
them, be showed himself full 
fain of their coming, and bade 
them welcome to the good 
town, and took them into bis 
own house to guesting, until 
folk might dight a very good¬ 
ly house which the porte did 
give unto them, 

CTC some two hours af¬ 
terwards,when they were 
housed in all content, as 
they sat in the ball of the may/ 
or, which was great and good¬ 
ly, talking and devising with 
worthies of Cttterbay,there ern 
tered two fair & frank/looking 
youngmen, who went straight 
zt 


up to Birdalone, and the first 
knelt down before her <6 kiss¬ 
ed her band, and said: O our 
lady, and art thou verily come 
to us f O our happiness & the 
joy of this day T 

when she saw him 
[iff®®! anc * beard him and felt 
uPjgjgjl the touch of bis hand, 
she bent down to him & kissed 
him on the forehead, for she 
knew him that it was Robert 
©erardson, 

the other man came 
up to her as if be also 
would have knelt to her, 
but bis purpose changed, & be 
cast his arms about her body 
and fell to kissing her face all 
over, weeping the while, & then 
be drew off & stood trembling 
before her; and she, all blush¬ 
ing like a red rose & laughing 
a little, and yet with the tears 
in her eyes, said: O ©iles ©er¬ 
ardson, and thou, Robert,bow 
fiam X am to see you twain; but 
tell me, is your father well?jfi? 
Yea, verily, our dear lady, said 
Robert, and it will be unto him 
as a fresh draught of youth 
when be wottetb that thou art 
come to dwell amongst us; for 
so it is, O lady beloved, is it 
not ? said be^ Yea, forsooth, 
or even so X hope, said Birda¬ 
lone. But here be other friends 
that ye must needs know, if 
we come to dwell together here 
in peace; and then go & fetch 
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N 1 


►me hither your father. 

B R6R60U€h sbepre/ 
sented them unto Hr- 
thur and fjugb and the 
three ladies of the Quest,&all 
they greeted them kindly & in 
all honour; & the Gerardsons 
loved and worshipped them, 
& especially the lovely ladies, 
the she/friends of their lady. 
j^TD whiles they were 
about this, in cometh 
old Gerard himself, 
and when Birdalone saw him 
at the door, she arose and ran 
to meet him, an d cast her arms 
about him as if she were bis 
own daughter; & most joyful 
was the meeting betwixt them. 
Chapter IV. Of the abiding in 
dtterbay in love and content¬ 
ment^^ 

OCtt when seven 
I days were worn, 
the mayor made 
a great feast at 
|his house, and 
thither were bid/ 
den all the men of the porte 
and other worthies, and great 
merchants who bad come into 
their town; and the said feast 
was given in honour of these 
new/comers,and that day they 
sat on thedats,&all the guests 
worshipped them & wondered 
at their beauty; & nought was 
spoken of for many days save 
the glory and hope that there 
was in this lovely folk. 




f CIC the next day after the 
feast were they brought 
to their bouse in all tri¬ 
umph ;&itwas as fair as might 
be thought of, and there they 
dwelt a while in restand peace, 
and great recourse there was 
there of Gerard and bis sons. 

ere the winter was 
over, were F>ugb & Hr- 
tbur and Gerard & bis 
sons taken to the freedom of 
dtterbay; & thereafter spake 
the chief men of the porte and 
the masters of the crafts unto 
the two knights by the mouth 
of the mayor; & be told them, 
what already they partly kn ew, 
that the good town badof late 
gotten many enemies, where¬ 
as it was wealthy and not very 
strong, and that now two such 
warriors having come amongst 
them, they were minded to 
strengthen tbemselves,if only 
they two would of their gen¬ 
tleness and meekness become 
their war/dukes to lead them 
against the foemen. But the 
two friends answered that it 
was well their will to dwell there 
n eigb hourly, & do them all the 
help they might, and that they 
wouldnot gainsay the worship 
they offered them nor the work 
that should go with it. 

H'CRthatanswerwere 
all men well content 
and more; and then 
the mayor said that the mind 











of the porte it was to strength* 
en the walls and the gates, and 
to build a good and fair castle, 
meet for any earl, joining on to 
the wall by the face that looked 
west, that Is to say, on toGvil- 
shaw; and that liked the war- 
dukes well, 

B O when spring came It 
was setabout,but Itwas 
five years adolng, and 
before It was all finished the 
war/dukes entered Into It, and 
dwelt there with their wives & 
their friends In all bonour.Hnd 
allttletbereafter,whetherthey 
wouldorno,themenofdttcr- 
hay had to handle weapons & 
fare afield to meet the foe with 
the valiant men of the crafts, 
and what of waged men they 
might get* Hn cl well & valiant¬ 
ly were they led by their du kes, 
and they came to their above, 
an d gained both wealth & hon/ 
our thereby; & from that time 
forward began the Increase of 
dtterbay un der those two cap/ 
tains,who were unto them as In 
old time the consuls had been 
unto the Roman folk,save that 
they changed them not year 
by year as the Romans were 
wont* 

H O wore the days, and all 
those friends dwelt to¬ 
gether In harmony & joy; 
though the wearing of time 
wrought changes amongst 
them, for Robert Gerardson 

Z2 


began In no long while to look 
on Hurea with eyes of love; & 
at last he came to Blrdalone 
and craved her leave to woo the 
said lady, and she granted It 
with a good will, and was fain 
thereof, whereas she saw that 
Hurea sorely lacked a mate; & 
scarce might she have a better 
than was Robert; so In process 
of time they two were wedded 
and dwelt together happily* 

S ORSOOGbBirdalonc 
had been falner yet 
might she have seen 
Giles Gerardson and Htra 
drawn together* But though 
they were dear friends & there 
was much converse betwixt 
them, this bettdnot, so far as 
we have beard. 

RG old Gerard dwelt 
happily amongst them 
all for fifteen years af¬ 
ter they bad com e to Cltterbay, 
and then fell asleep, a very old 
man. 



to the wood of evil* 
haw, It was not once 
year only that Blrd¬ 
alone & Hrtbur sought thither 
andmettbewood/motber,but 
a half/score of times or more, 
might be, In the year's circle; 
and everwassheklnd& loving 
with them, and they with her. 

■ OtC of all those fellows 
It was Htra that bad 
longest dealings with 
the wood/wlfe; for whiles would 
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part VIX 
the Days of 
Returning 





PartVXX. 
"Che Days of 
Returning 


she leave Utter bay and her 
friends and fare lonesome up 
into Bvilsbaw, & find f)abun- 
dia& abide with her in all hind/ 
ness holden for a month or 
more. Hnd ever a little before 
these departures betid would 
she fall moody & f ew/spoken, 
but she came bach ever from 
the wood calm and hind and 
welt/lihing. 

HSBjvnDSC all these com¬ 



ings and goings some¬ 
what wore off the terror 
of Bvilsbaw; yet never was it 
accounted other than a daring 
deed to enter it alone without 


fellowship; & most had liefer 
that some man of religion were 
of their company therein, or 
they would bear about them 
something holy or blessed to 
hold the evil things. 

H OSl when all this hath 
been said, we have no 
more to tell about this 
company of friends, the most 
of whom had once haunted the 
lands about the Slater of the 
(fiondrous Isles, save that 
their love never sundered, and 
that they lived without shame 
and died without fear. So here 
is an end. 


Here ends Cbe <Oater of the (Oondrous Isles, written 
by Qlilliam JYIorris. It was printed at the Kelmscott 
press, Opper JVlall, Hammersmith, in the County of 
Middlesex, & finished on the first day of Hpril,i897. 
\ 0 XLht borders and ornaments were designed entirely 
by (Hilliam JYIorris, except the initial words 3 Hhilom 
& Smpty, which were completed from his unfinished 
designs by R,Catterson/Smith. 
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